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ITEM 5.1 MAYORAL MINUTE NO 6/2015 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF 
EMERGENCY SERVICES, COMMUNITY GROUPS, AND 
COUNCIL STAFF FOLLOWING A SEVERE EAST COAST LOW 
SYSTEM 

TRIM FILE REF 2015/119111 

ATTACHMENTS NIL 
 

 

BACKGROUND 

As you are all aware, Warringah was declared a Natural Disaster Area last week following a severe east 
coast low system that hit many parts of New South Wales. 

I believe it is important that tonight we acknowledge the tireless efforts of the many people and groups who 
helped our community during this very challenging time.   

Firstly to our wonderful local community. I got to see firsthand how much everybody rose to the occasion 
when the story started trending on Manly Daily and Face Book sites such as Buy Swap Sell. When the call 
out to start preparing for Evacuation came, people such as the local vet would offer to house any pets for 
free. Others were offering free accommodation, or simple charging of phones. Amazing effort 

At approximately 3pm on Tuesday, the Local Area Commander called me to let me know he was 
implementing the Emergency plans for the area as the Storm was about to hit. Immediately one of our key 
staff was dispatched to the Operations Centre and told it will be a long night. Our own plans then kicked in 
and our Environment staff for example gathered here in DY to start relaying information to the Ops Centre. 
And from there the Plans that are rehearsed on a regular basis were now being put into action for an 
unfolding event. The Rangers volunteered to door knock some of the low lying areas, other staff volunteered 
their time for similar jobs. Many a long hour was worked. Across the organisation and across the week, the 
effort was tireless and very detailed. It was a privilege to watch them in action.  

And then there are of course the SES volunteers, the police and fire service workers including the RFS and 
various other organisations like Marine rescue. Wonderful hands on effort assisting each other and playing a 
role to ensure the impacts were managed and prioritised. To the best of my knowledge, no lives were lost on 
the Beaches. Sadly that wasn’t the case elsewhere. Many are still working incredibly hard with the clean up 
and will be for some time yet.  

So far, Council has dealt with an overflowing dam, flooding lagoons and a large amount of coastal erosion. 
There has been damage in public areas including fallen trees, cracked kerbs and footpaths, potholes and 
water damage to buildings. 

Council is working through more than 400 requests for help from the public - 283 tree issues alone. Extra 
waste services, public cleaning and debris removal have been arranged.  

This has been a very challenging time for many and with the forecast for possibly a further east coast low 
later this week, it will be a further challenge for everyone involved in protecting our community.  Having said 
this, I am confident that we as a Council have the expertise and are well placed to deal with any further 
emergency situation.   

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council acknowledge the tireless efforts of the emergency services, volunteer groups and 
Council staff who have worked incredibly hard to respond to the impact of last week’s east coast 
low. 

 

 
 
 
 
Michael Regan, MAYOR 


