SUPPLEMENTARY
AGENDA
Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of
Council will be held at the Civic Centre, Dee Why on
Tuesday 28 June 2022
Beginning at 6:00pm for the purpose of considering and
determining matters included in this agenda.

Ray Brownlee PSM
Chief Executive Officer

OUR VISION
Delivering the highest quality service valued and trusted by our community

OUR VALUES
Trust Teamwork Respect Integrity Service Leadership

OUR OBLIGATIONS
I swear/solemnly and sincerely declare and affirm that I will undertake the
duties of the office of councillor in the best interests of the people of the
Northern Beaches and the Northern Beaches Council and that I will faithfully
and impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities and discretions
vested in me under the Local Government Act 1993 or any other Act to the
best of my ability and judgement.
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11.0

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY DIVISION REPORTS

ITEM 11.2

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE PROPOSED
TRIAL DOG OFF-LEASH AREAS - PALM BEACH (NORTH)
AND MONA VALE BEACH (SOUTH)

REPORTING MANAGER

EXECUTIVE MANAGER ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE
CHANGE

TRIM FILE REF

2022/254358

ATTACHMENTS

1 ⇩Proposed Palm Beach (North) Dog Off-Leash Area
Concept Plan, June 2022
2 ⇩Proposed Mona Vale Beach (South) Dog Off-Leash Area
Concept Plan, June 2022
3 ⇩Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog OffLeash Areas Palm Beach (North) and Mona Vale Beach
(South) June 2022
4 Draft Review of Environmental Factors - Proposed Trial of
Dog Off-leash Areas - Palm Beach (North) and Mona Vale
Beach (South) June 2022 (Included In Attachments
Booklet)
SUMMARY

PURPOSE
To:
1.

report, in accordance with Council resolution 111/21, the draft Review of Environmental
Factors and Community Engagement reports regarding the proposals for dog off-leash areas
at Palm Beach (North) and Mona Vale Beach (South); and

2.

seek Council’s approval to take further steps in relation to the proposals.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Council at its meeting of 27 April 2021 considered a report into the feasibility of establishing dog
off-leash areas at Palm Beach (North) and Mona Vale Beach (South). Council subsequently
resolved (Resolution 111/21) to undertake environmental assessments for these potential activities
(in consultation with the NSW government), exhibit the proposed trial parameters for a period of
four weeks, and report the outcome of the assessment and the public exhibition back to Council.
In response to the resolution, Council engaged environmental consultants to undertake an
environmental assessment into the proposed use of areas of Palm Beach (North) and Mona Vale
Beach (South) for a 12-month dog off-leash area trial (Activity). A draft Review of Environmental
Factors (draft REF) (Attachment 4) has now been prepared in accordance with Division 5.1 of Part
5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act (1979). The draft REF examines the
proposals and has taken into account to the fullest extent possible, all matters affecting or likely to
affect the environment. The draft REF concludes that the activity is unlikely to have a significant
impact on the environment.
As required by the resolution, the trial parameters were placed on public exhibition from 7 May
2021 to 6 June 2021. In relation to Palm Beach (North), approximately 3,870 submissions were
received, the majority of which were in support of the original trial parameters. In relation to Mona
Vale Beach (South), approximately 3,820 submissions were received, the majority of which were
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also in support of the original trial parameters. Themes arising from comments received include an
increasing need for more off-leash areas, spending time with dogs has well-being and social
benefits, dog excrement is a health and environment risk, many dog owners may not follow the
rules, and potential environmental impacts (Attachment 3).
As part of the preparation of the draft REF, some changes were proposed to the original trial
parameters that were described in April 2021. These changes were adopted by Council at its
meeting of 22 February 2022 (Resolution 023/22). While these changes have been posted on
Council’s Your Say page and notified by mass email to those registered to receive updates on the
project, the broader community have not been asked to formally comment on them. Some further
refinements to the area boundaries are addressed in the draft REF. The draft REF and
Community Engagement Report have not been publicly exhibited at this stage.
The draft REF considers the legislative and planning pathway for the Activity to proceed. It
identifies that the Ocean Beaches Plan of Management 2005 and Governor Phillip Park Plan of
Management 2002 may need to be amended to permit the Activity to go ahead. Council will also
need to make orders under the Companion Animals Act 1998.
The draft REF and Community Engagement Report are now reported to Council in accordance
with resolution 111/21 for its further consideration.
RECOMMENDATION OF DIRECTOR ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY
That Council:
1.

Notes its consideration of the draft Community Engagement Report at Attachment 3 of the
report for this item, and the draft Review of Environmental Factors in relation to the Activity,
being an off-leash dog area trial for 12 months at Palm Beach (North) and Mona Vale Beach
(South) as set out in and incorporating the mitigation measures and conditions in Attachment
4.

2.

In relation to exhibition and consultation:
A.

Authorises the CEO to facilitate any amendments to the draft Review of Environmental
Factors by Council and Council’s consultants as necessary or appropriate prior to
undertaking the exhibition outlined in 2B.

B.

Authorises exhibition and consultation with the community and relevant government
agencies on the draft Review of Environmental Factors in accordance with Council’s
Community Engagement Policy and Community Engagement Matrix for a period of not
less than 28 days.

C.

Requires a further report to Council on the outcomes of the exhibition and consultation
process for its further consideration.

3.

Investigates any further requirements that must be addressed before the Activity may be
implemented by Council, including under the Local Government Act 1993 and Crown Land
Management Act 2016 (including with respect to plans of management), Companion Animals
Act 1998 and Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, with a further report to be
brought to Council on the findings.

4.

Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to do all things necessary to give effect to this
resolution.
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REPORT
BACKGROUND
At its meeting of 27 April 2021, Council considered a report entitled Feasibility of Establishing Dog
Off-leash Areas at Palm Beach (North) and Mona Vale Beach (South). Council subsequently
resolved (Council resolution 111/21):
That:
1.

Environmental assessments be undertaken in accordance with the Environmental Planning
and Assessment Act 1979 (and other relevant legislation) into the possibility of establishing
dog off-leash areas on Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south), as outlined in
Attachments 1 and 2 of this report.

2.

The assessments referred to in (1) be undertaken in consultation with the NSW State
Government.

3.

The assessments referred to in (1) include consideration of additional on-leash or off-leash
areas that may be required to allow for dogs to be taken to and from the possible dog offleash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south).

4.

The trial parameters as described in this report be placed on public exhibition for a period of
4 weeks, and that preparations for this public exhibition commence immediately.

5.

The Chief Executive Officer provide a further report to Council following collation of the public
exhibition report, and any other necessary assessment reports.

As required by the resolution, the trial parameters referred to in the resolution were placed on
public exhibition from 7 May 2021 to 6 June 2021. In relation to Palm Beach (North), approximately
3,870 submissions were received, the majority of which were in support of the original trial
parameters. In relation to Mona Vale Beach (South), approximately 3,820 submissions were
received, the majority of which were also in support of the original trial parameters. The feedback
is discussed in more detail at Attachment 3.
In response to the resolution, Council also engaged environmental consultants to undertake an
environmental assessment into the proposed use of areas at Palm Beach (North) and Mona Vale
Beach (South) for a 12-month dog off-leash area trial (Activity).
As part of the environmental assessments, some changes were proposed to the original trial
parameters that were described in April 2021. These changes were adopted by Council at its
meeting of 22 February 2022 (resolution 023/22) as follows:
That, for the purposes of undertaking the environmental assessments in respect of the
potential off-leash dog areas at the sections of Palm Beach (North) and Mona Vale Beach
(South) referred to in Council Resolution 111/21 of 27 April 2021, the parameters in Table 1,
Table 2, and Table 3 for the report of this item, and the areas shown at Attachment 1 and
Attachment 2 of the report for this item, be utilised.
A draft Review of Environmental Factors (draft REF) (Attachment 4) has now been prepared under
Division 5.1 of Part 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.
The Proposed Trial
Council is considering a proposal to undertake a 12 month trial of dog off-leash areas at Palm
Beach (North) and Mona Vale Beach (South). The proposed Palm Beach (North) dog off-leash trial
area is identified in Attachment 1. The proposed Mona Vale Beach (South) dog off-leash trial area
is identified in Attachment 2.
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The size and location of the trial project areas has been carefully defined. As previously reported at
the 22 February 2022 meeting of Council, amendments to the trial project parameters were
recommended and subsequently adopted. A land survey was subsequently undertaken at both
locations to map the western boundaries and determine the dimensions of the proposed off-leash
areas. The eastern boundaries of the proposed trial areas are coincident with the Local
Government Area (LGA) boundary. Further minor refinements have been made to the proposed
trial areas in the draft REF due to some minor mapping inconsistencies identified between various
data sources. The changes include a minor reduction in the north western extent of the proposed
Palm Beach (North) area to ensure the trial area does not extend into the adjacent C2
(Conservation) zone under Pittwater Local Environmental Plan 2014.
During the trial period, dogs will be allowed off-leash within the project areas in accordance with
the project parameters. The extent of the project areas will be marked by signage at the access
points to the beach and the northern and southern boundaries of the dog off-leash area as well as
the on leash access points as shown on Attachment 1 and Attachment 2. Users of the project
areas will have access to and use of the existing infrastructure and services provided by Council.
Use of both of the off-leash dog trial project areas will be restricted to the following times:
•

5.30am to 10.00am and 5.00pm to 9.00pm, Monday to Sunday (seven days a week)
Australian Eastern Daylight Time

•

6.00am to 10.00am and 4.00pm to 7.00pm, Monday to Sunday (seven days a week)
Australian Eastern Standard Time.

Preparation of the Review of Environmental Factors
A detailed draft REF (Attachment 4) has been undertaken by Niche Environment and Heritage
(Niche). The draft REF was prepared in accordance with the requirements of Division 5.1 of Part 5
of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act (1979) (EP&A Act), section 171 of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation (2021) (EP&A Regulation) and the NSW
Department of Planning and Environment Guidelines for Division 5.1 assessments (the
Guidelines). The environmental assessment includes an ecological survey and an Aboriginal
Heritage Due Diligence Assessment.
As part of the development of the draft REF, Council consulted with the NSW National Parks and
Wildlife Service (NPWS), NSW Department of Primary Industries - Fisheries and NSW Department
of Industry – Crown Lands. The feedback received has been considered and incorporated into the
project parameters and environmental assessment as relevant. Some of this agency feedback
contemplated further consideration following refinement of the proposal. Now that the draft REF
has been prepared, further consultation with these agencies is proposed.
The draft REF examines and considers to the fullest extent possible all matters affecting or likely to
affect the environment by reason of the proposed activity. The main environmental impacts
identified as part of the preparation of the draft REF were:
•

Biodiversity

•

Traffic (Access and Parking)

•

Waste Management

•

Noise

•

Aboriginal Archaeology

•

Historic Heritage

•

Human Health and Water Quality
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•

Socio economic / Landuse.

Outcomes of the assessment
The draft REF considers the factors required to be assessed under section 171 of the EP&A
Regulation. It assesses that the Activity is not likely to have a significant impact on the
environment.
The draft REF recommends a number of measures be adopted to mitigate and manage the risk of
potential environmental impacts resulting from the Activity. The full list at section 7.2 of the REF
should be consulted, however the following are some key examples:
•

Installation of clear and well-placed signage that displays off-leash area times and area
boundaries.

•

Provision of bags suitable for the collection of animal waste at off-leash areas and/or access
points.

•

Increased patrols by Council officers during peak times to monitor parking demand during the
trial period.

•

Monitoring of compliance with the Companion Animals Act 1998 and the undertaking of
appropriate regulatory and enforcement action, as needed.

•

As far as possible, utilise existing poles for provision of new signage, or locate signage in an
area of existing ground disturbance.

Additionally, while the off-leash area maps (Attachments 1, 2) indicate access to the proposed trial
areas will be via existing tracks, Niche have recommended that when dogs are being taken to and
from the trial areas that they should be kept on-leash.
This has been recommended to reduce the probability of dogs running into the beach dune areas
adjoining the identified access tracks.
In summary, the draft REF examines the Activity and has taken into account to the fullest extent
possible, all matters affecting or likely to affect the environment. The draft REF concludes that the
Activity is unlikely to have a significant impact on the environment.
LEGAL MATTERS
Planning Pathway
The EP&A Act regulates, amongst other things, development of land. ‘Development’ is defined in
section 1.5 of the EP&A Act as including ‘the use of land’.
The Activity (as described in ‘The Proposed Trial’ section above and more comprehensively in
section 2 of the draft REF) involves development which comprises the use of a portion of existing
recreational areas and supporting infrastructure at Palm Beach (North) and Mona Vale Beach
(South) by members of the public for dog off-leash recreational purposes. This development is
properly characterised as a use for recreational purposes.
Pittwater Local Environmental Plan 2014 (PLEP) applies to both proposed trial areas. The areas
are zoned as ‘RE1 Public Recreation’. ‘Recreation areas’ is a type of development permitted with
consent in Zone RE1. It is noted that refinements have been made to the trial area at Palm Beach
(North) in the draft REF to ensure the trial area does not extend into the adjacent C2
(Conservation) zone.
Council has commissioned an extensive investigation of the historical recreational uses of both
Palm Beach and Mona Vale Beach set out in Annexure 1 of the REF. The resulting report
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demonstrates that both Palm Beach (North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) have been used as
public recreation areas since at least the early 1900s.
A review of the historical planning instruments that applied to the trial areas throughout the 20th
century revealed that this use commenced lawfully and has continued lawfully since.
Section 4.68(1) of the EP&A Act provides:
Nothing in an environmental planning instrument operates so as to require consent to be obtained
under this Act for the continuance of a use of a building, work or land for a lawful purpose for which it
was being used immediately before the coming into force of the instrument or so as to prevent the
continuance of that use except with consent under this Act being obtained.

Considering the findings of the historical review undertaken by Council, it follows that the Activity is
a continuing use which may continue without the need for development consent under this section.
The threshold requirements for the Project to be subject to assessment under Division 5.1 of Part 5
of the EP&A Act are whether there is an ‘activity’ that requires ‘approval’ from a ‘determining
authority’.
While it is considered that consent under Part 4 of the EP&A Act is not required for the Activity,
Council has publicised the Pittwater Council Dog Control Policy (No 30) (Dog Policy) under the
Companion Animals Act 1998 (CA Act) which prohibits dogs on all beaches within the LGA.
Council will need to make orders under the CA Act to vary the Dog Policy should it decide to
proceed with the Activity. This is discussed in more detail in the “Orders under the Companion
Animals Act” section of this report.
Additionally, Council may be required to amend and adopt plans of management in relation to the
trial areas prior to proceeding with the Activity, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993
(LG Act) and Crown Land Management Act 2016 (CLM Act). It is considered that Council and the
Minister for Lands and Water (insofar as the plans of management apply the Crown land) are the
determining authorities whose approval to amend the plans of management is required to
authorise the Activity. This is discussed in more detail in the “Amendment of Plans of
Management” section of this report.
As a result, Council will need to comply with Division 5.1 of Part 5 of the EP&A Act in relation to the
granting of such approvals (i.e. the CA Act orders and the Plan of Management changes).
Relevantly:
-Section 5.5 in Division 5.1 of Part 5 provides that:
For the purpose of attaining the objects of this Act relating to the protection and enhancement of the
environment, a determining authority in its consideration of an activity shall, notwithstanding any other
provisions of this Act or the provisions of any other Act or of any instrument made under this or any
other Act, examine and take into account to the fullest extent possible all matters affecting or likely to
affect the environment by reason of that activity.

-Section 5.7 in Division 5.1 of Part 5 prevents a determining authority from carrying out an activity
or granting an approval in relation to an activity that is likely to significantly affect the environment,
unless an environmental impact statement is obtained.
These matters are addressed in the draft REF which examines and takes into account to the fullest
extent possible all matters affecting or likely to affect the environment by reason of the Activity and
concludes that the Activity is not likely to significantly affect the environment.
Amendment of Plans of Management
The draft REF considers the legislative and planning pathway for the Activity to proceed. It
identifies that:
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•

Governor Phillip Park Plan of Management (2002), which has not been adopted by the
Minister for Lands and Water, applies to North Palm Beach, including the proposed offleash trial area. Crown Lands have indicated that a new plan of management may
need to be provided to them by Council that complies with the CLM Act and
contemplates the Activity.

•

The Ocean Beaches Plan of Management (2005), which has not been adopted by the
Minister for Lands and Water, applies to Mona Vale Beach including the proposed offleash trial area. It prohibits dogs on Mona Vale Beach. If Council were to approve the
Activity on Mona Vale Beach while the Ocean Beaches Plan of Management prohibits
dogs on that beach, the approval would be inconsistent with section 35 of the LG Act,
which provides that community land is required to be used and managed in accordance
with “the plan of management applying to the land”. To the extent that this trial area
involves land in respect of which Council is the Crown lands manager, the plan of
management would also need to comply with the CLM Act and contemplate the
Activity.

It is therefore considered it may be necessary for Council to amend and then adopt plans of
management for the Activity to proceed.
The amendment and adoption of a plan of management must comply with the provisions of the LG
Act and the CLM Act, as applicable.
Local Government Act
Section 41 of the LG Act provides that “A council may amend a plan of management adopted
under this Division by means only of a plan of management so adopted.” Before adopting a plan of
management under the LG Act, Council must first prepare a draft plan of management: s 36. The
Council must give public notice of the draft plan of management, including exhibition for at least 28
days, and a period of at least 42 days after the first day of public exhibition during which
submissions may be made to the Council: s 38. The plan of management should be exhibited with
other matters necessary to enable the draft plan and its implications to be understood: s 38(4).
The plan of management may then be adopted by Council after considering all submissions
received: s 40. If Council decides to amend the draft plan it must publicly exhibit it again, unless it
is of the opinion that the amendments are not substantial: s 40(2)(b).
Crown Land Management Act
To adopt a plan of management under the CLM Act, the council will need to provide the draft POM
to the Minister for Lands and Water and obtain their consent: Crown Land Management
Regulations 2018 r 70B. If categories are being applied to the land for the first time, these must
also be notified to the Minister for Lands and Water: CLM Act s 3.23(4). Categories have not been
applied to the relevant land as yet.
The Council may then adopt a plan of management in accordance with the process outlined under
the LG Act above.
Orders under the Companion Animals Act
The Pittwater Council Dog Control Policy (No 30) (Dog Policy) prohibits dogs from all beaches.
That policy was made in accordance with sections 14(1)(c) and 14(7) of the CA Act, which provide:
(1) Dogs are prohibited in the following places (whether or not they are leashed or otherwise
controlled)—
[…]
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(c) Recreation areas where dogs are prohibited (meaning any public place, or part of a public
place, provided or set apart by a local authority for public recreation or the playing of organised
games and in which the local authority has ordered that dogs are prohibited and in which, or
near the boundaries of which, there are conspicuously exhibited by the local authority at
reasonable intervals notices to the effect that dogs are prohibited in or on that public place or
part).
[…]
(7) A local authority is authorised to make the orders contemplated by this section.

To enable the Activity, the Council must decide to make an order to vary the Dog Policy to create
an exemption for the Off-Leash Areas. The Council has the power to make such an order under
sections 14(7) and 14(1)(c) of the CA Act, as extracted above.
After making this order, Council must then make an order that the Off-Leash Areas are dog offleash areas subject to any necessary mitigation actions (eg. those actions proposed in the draft
REF once finalised), pursuant to Council’s power under section 13(6) of the CA Act. Section 13(6)
provides:
A local authority can by order declare a public place to be an off-leash area. Such a declaration can be
limited so as to apply during a particular period or periods of the day or to different periods of different
days. However, there must at all times be at least one public place in the area of a local authority that
is an off-leash area.

It is considered that these orders must be made after the plans of management are amended in
accordance with the guidance in the preceding section.
CONSULTATION
In response to Part 4 of the Council resolution of 27 April 2021, Council conducted broad
community consultation on the locations and parameters proposed for the trial at that stage
between 7 May 2021 to 6 June 2021. The responses indicated broad support for the proposed trial
as described in the community consultation material. The full community consultation report is at
Attachment 3. Further consultation and public exhibition is now proposed to advance the Activity
to the next stage.
The following is a summary of the community feedback we have received:
Palm Beach (North)
•

3,871 responses (3,850 online, 21 emails and letters, 110 duplicates excluded).

•

A significant majority of the 1,396 responses from the nearby suburbs of Newport, Newport
Beach (2106 postcode), Avalon Beach, Bilgola Plateau, Bilgola Beach, Clareville, Whale
Beach (2107), Palm Beach, Great Mackerel Beach, Coasters Retreat, Currawong Beach
(2108) that responded supported the proposal.

•

A significant majority of the 245 Palm Beach, Great Mackerel Beach, Coasters Retreat,
Currawong Beach (2108) residents that responded supported the proposal.

Mona Vale Beach (South).
•

3,821 responses (3,795 online, 26 emails and letters, 79 duplicates excluded).

•

A significant majority of the 1,453 responses from nearby suburbs of Mona Vale (2103),
Warriewood (2102), North Narrabeen, Narrabeen, Elanora Heights, Ingleside (2101),
Bayview (2104) that responded supported the proposal.

•

A majority of the 688 responses from Mona Vale (2103) residents that responded supported
the proposal.
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A thematic overview of comments received regarding both proposals and Council’s responses is
outlined in the table below:
Key Theme

What we heard (summary)

Council’s response

Need for more offleash areas on
parks and
particularly
beaches on the
Northern Beaches

1. There is an increasing need for more offleash areas on parks and beaches due to the
large number of dogs and because more and
more people are purchasing dogs - particularly
during and since the COVID-19 period.

1 & 2 - The current proposal
for off-leash areas on Palm
Beach (north) and Mona Vale
Beach (south) is in response
to the demand for more offleash areas.

2. Existing off-leash areas are overcrowded
particularly where there is a place to swim e.g.
Rowland Reserve. New off-leash areas would
spread the use and reduce crowding
Health and
physical and
mental well-being

3. The proposed off-leash areas will encourage 3 & 4 - Noted
dog walking which enhances physical and
mental well-being for people and dogs.
4. Spending time with dogs has physical,
mental, well-being and social benefits for
individuals, families and the community.

Other places have
successful dog offleash areas why
can’t the Northern
Beaches?

5. Other places have successful dog off-leash 5 & 6 - The proposal for offleash areas on Palm Beach
areas such as the Central Coast and other
major cities why can’t the Northern Beaches? (north) and Mona Vale Beach
(south) will assist with the
demand for more off-leash
6. I travel to the Central Coast to walk my dog
areas.
on the beach

Dog excrement

7. Excrement left on the beach is a health risk
for people and adversely impacts the
environment and reduces enjoyment of the
beach.
8. Owners will not pick up after their dogs

7. This matter has been
assessed in the draft REF
(Attachment 4) which found
that it was not likely to have a
significant impact on the
environment, though
mitigation and management
safeguards were
recommended.
7. Bins and faeces collection
bags will be made available at
the proposed locations
8. People taking their dogs to
the proposed areas, would be
required to abide by the
conditions of use of the offleash areas as prescribed by
Council (such as picking up
after dogs) and relevant
legislation such as the CA Act
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Key Theme
Many dog owners
do not and will not
follow the offleash area rules
at the proposed
locations

What we heard (summary)

Council’s response

9. Many dog owners are observed not
following the rules related to dogs e.g. not
picking up after their dog, dogs are off-leash
when they should be on-leash, dogs are
outside the boundaries of off-leash areas

9. Noted

10.11. 12. 13. People taking
their dogs to the proposed
areas, would be required to
abide by the conditions of use
10. Given this observation there are concerns of the off-leash areas as
the rules will not be followed at these proposed prescribed by Council and any
locations and there will be conflict with other
relevant legislation such as
users and use and adverse impacts on the
the CA Act. And bins and
environment including from dogs being
faeces collection bags will be
uncontrolled and outside the boundaries
made available at the
proposed locations
11. Owners don’t pick up after their dogs on
the Mona Vale headland dog off-leash area
and won’t on Mona Vale beach
12. Owners do not pick up after their dogs on
at other dog off-leash areas and won’t on Palm
Beach
13. Owners will not be able to prevent their
dogs going into the national park at Palm
Beach

Environmental
impacts

14. Dogs and their excrement will adversely
impact the environment.

14. This matter has been
assessed in the draft REF
(Attachment 4) which found
that it was not likely to have a
15. Owners will not and will not be able to
significant impact on the
prevent their dogs entering environmentally
environment, though
sensitive areas.
mitigation and management
16. Proposed location at Palm Beach (north) is safeguards were
recommended.
too close to the National Park and dogs will
impact the National Park.
14. Bins and faeces collection
bags will be made available at
17. Will Council give the community an
the proposed locations
opportunity to read and comment on the
15. People taking their dogs
environmental assessments before a decision
to the proposed areas, would
on a trial is made?
be required to abide by the
conditions of use of the offleash areas as prescribed by
Council and any relevant
legislation such as the CA
Act.
16. Signage would be
installed to indicate the
boundaries of the off-leash
areas
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Key Theme

What we heard (summary)

Council’s response
17. The elected Council will
consider whether the Review
of Environmental Factors
2022 will be publicly exhibited.

Health and safety 18.Many people (individuals, children and
families) are fearful of, scared of and or feel
unsafe around dogs
19. Dog excrement may impact the health of
people
20. Dogs may enter the flagged swimming
areas at Palm Beach (north) or Warriewood
beach where they are prohibited

18.Noted
19. This matter has been
assessed in the draft REF
(Attachment 4) which found
that it was not likely to have a
significant impact though
mitigation and management
safeguards were
recommended.
20. People taking their dogs
to the proposed areas, would
be required to abide by the
conditions of use of the offleash area as prescribed by
Council and any relevant
legislation such as the CA
Act.

Aesthetics, peace 21. Dogs on these beaches will reduce the
and quiet and
peace and quiet and enjoyment of these
enjoyment will be beautiful beaches.
impacted
22. Dog activity will conflict, interrupt and limit
Will displace,
use of the beach for other uses such as
conflict and
walking, swimming, kite surfing (Palm Beach)
impact other
surfing and other recreational activities
beach use and
particularly for those who are fearful of or feel
users
unsafe around dogs

21 & 22 – These matters have
been assessed in the draft
REF, which found that while
use conflicts are possible, the
Project has minimised these
as far as reasonably
practicable and the potential
likelihood of conflict between
users is considered to be low.
23. Noted

23. There is already an off-leash area at Mona
Vale (south) on the headland and no need for
beach access near here
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Key Theme
Suggestions for;
larger areas (both
locations) and to
consider other
parks and
beaches for offleash areas.

What we heard (summary)

Council’s response

24.Both locations are not large enough nor
long enough.

24.25. Noted

25.The amount of area for both locations is
suitable
26.Many locations were suggested for
investigation for new off-leash areas on other
beaches and suburbs

Times proposed
27. For both locations
for off-leash
access to the
• The times are too restrictive.
proposed locations
•

There should be no time restrictions.

•

The times are suitable

Proposed locations 28. For both locations

Palm Beach
(north) and Mona
Vale (south) is not
well used

26. This project addresses
proposals for the Palm Beach
(north) & Mona Vale Beach
(south). Other locations for
off-leash area are to be
considered through the
development of the Northern
Beaches Dogs in Public
Places policy and guidelines
in 2022.
27. The proposed days and
times have been set to
provide suitable times for
walking a dog and to minimise
impacts on other uses.

28. Noted

•

Close to my home

•

Beaches are good for dogs to run, swim
and have fun.

•

Off-leash areas on a beach - less
maintenance than off-leash areas on grass
in a park

•

Mona Vale (south) preferred as not near
National Park and near an existing offleash area

29. Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale (south) 29.30. Noted
are not well used and are good locations for
off-leash areas as there would be not many
users impacted compared to busier beaches.
30. Though these locations may not be as well
used as other beaches this is part of their
appeal.
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Key Theme
Suggestions to
help make the
proposed offleash areas a
success

Compliance
management by
Council

What we heard (summary)

Council’s response

31. Many suggestions were made about how 31. Noted
to make the proposed off-leash areas a
success including; signs, bins and bags, more
ranger visits and more enforcement of rules,
higher and more fines, on-leash, fencing to
keep dogs away from environmentally
sensitive areas, owners to take responsibility,
trial first, owner education, CCTV, off-leash
area licence, monitoring and improved access
for older people and people with mobility
issues, respect and learn the rules
32. Council’s enforcement of compliance is
essential to the success of the proposed offleash areas.
33. Council does not have the capacity to
successfully manage the compliance of dogs
currently so how will Council manage the
compliance at the proposed locations?

Equal access and 34. Dog owners and dogs should have
equitable access to open space, particularly
fairness
beaches.

32.33. Council effectively
manages compliance matters
related to dogs in alignment
with Council’s policies and
directions and relevant
legislation such as the
Companion Animal Act 1998
including at the 29 existing
dog off-leash areas, (some of
which have water access).
34.35. Noted

35.It’s only fair that there are some beaches
where people can take their dogs. There are
plenty of beaches for people.
Most dog owners 36.Most dog owners follow the rules and pick
do and will follow up after their dogs and would follow the rules
the off-leash area at these proposed locations.
rules
37. The owners that use the Mona Vale
headland off-leash area are used to the rules
and will follow the rules at the new location

36.37. Noted

TIMING
As the proposed trial triggers the consideration of a number of planning matters it is recommended
that the Chief Executive Officer be delegated authority to facilitate any further specialist advice
being incorporated into the draft REF prior to placing it on exhibition. Any further amendments are
expected to be minor in nature.
Subject to the decision of Council, the draft REF is proposed to be exhibited for a period of not less
than 28 days commencing in July.
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Concurrent with the exhibition process, it is proposed that staff will seek formal responses from
relevant government agencies with respect to the draft REF including any requirements pertaining
to plans of management.
It is anticipated a further report on the outcomes of the draft REF exhibition process and the
proposed investigation into requirements to implement the Activity will be brought to Council for its
consideration at the earliest opportunity (dependent on the timing and nature of feedback from the
community and relevant stakeholders).
LINK TO STRATEGY
This report relates to the Community Strategic Plan Outcomes of:
•

Protection of the Environment - Goal 1: Our bushland, coast and waterways are protected to
ensure safe and sustainable use for present and future generations.

•

Places for People - Goal 8: Our neighbourhoods inspire social interaction, inclusion and
support health and wellbeing.

•

Places for People - Goal 9: Our community is healthy, active and enjoys a broad range of
creative, sporting and recreational opportunities.

•

Good Governance - Goal 19: Our Council is transparent and trusted to make decisions that
reflect the values of the community.

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS
The costs of implementing recommendations of this report can be met within existing operational
budgets.
SOCIAL CONSIDERATIONS
Many dog owners have expressed their views that there is a need for more off-leash areas in our
parks and for multiple beach locations to be considered. Council has also received community
feedback that dogs should not be allowed on any beaches, no matter whether on or off-leash.
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS
The draft REF takes into account environmental considerations having regard to the requirements
of the EP&A Act. The draft REF recommends the implementation of a range of safeguards to
eliminate, ameliorate or further minimise the predicted impacts. The draft REF concludes that the
Activity is not likely to cause a significant impact to the environment, including threatened species,
populations, ecological communities or their habitats. The proposed trial will not impact on any
Matters of National Environmental Significance.
An Environmental Impact Statement, Species Impact Statement or Biodiversity Development
Assessment Report is therefore not required, and referral under the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) is also not required.
GOVERNANCE AND RISK CONSIDERATIONS
In the judgment of the Land and Environment Court in Palm Beach Protection Group Incorporated
v Northern Beaches Council [2020] NSWLEC 156, the Court found that Council failed to undertake
the requisite environmental assessments with the result that Council decisions in August and
December 2019 regarding Station Beach were declared invalid.
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As outlined in this report and attachments, Council cannot yet be satisfied that the relevant
legal/statutory steps have been undertaken for Council to be in a position to determine whether to
establish off-leash areas at Palm Beach (North) and Mona Vale Beach (South). In order for a trial
to proceed, it is considered that further steps would need to be taken including the potential
amendment and adoption of the requisite plans of management would be required as detailed
above in the ‘Legal Matters’ section.
There is the possibility that civil or insurance claims may be brought in connection with the trial.
The keeping of dogs on-leash when using the access points, as recommended by Niche, may
reduce potential conflict between other beach users and dog owners noting that management of
this arrangement may require communication with the community, particularly in respect of Mona
Vale Beach (South) due to the existing off-leash area within Robert Dunn Reserve.
The proposed activity will avoid known Aboriginal objects and areas where Aboriginal objects are
likely, and the proposed activity may therefore proceed with caution without a further Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) or Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP).
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1.

Summary1
This report outlines the community and stakeholder engagement conducted for the proposed
dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south) from Friday 7 May
2021 to Sunday 6 June 2021. The feedback collected during consultation indicated a high
level of support for both proposals.

1.1.

Key outcomes
Palm Beach (north)
 Total submissions received 3871
 Your Say on-line comment forms submissions 3850 (105
duplicates excluded)
 E-mail, letter, phone call submissions 21 (5 duplicates
excluded)
 Northern Beaches postcode - submissions received 3207
(combined, excluding duplicates)
Total submissions
received

Mona Vale Beach (south)
 Total submissions received 3821
 Your Say on-line comment forms submissions 3795 (74
duplicates excluded)
 E-mail, letter, phone call submissions 26 (5 duplicates
excluded)
 Northern Beaches postcode - submissions received 3259
(combined, excluding duplicates)
Do you support the proposal for the Palm Beach (north) dog offleash area? Northern Beaches postcode submissions
12.2%

0.2%

Support

3.1%
Support with changes
or Changes requested
84.5%

Don't support
Neutral/undetermined

Sentiment

1

Community and stakeholder views contained in this report do not necessarily reflect the views of the Northern Beaches Council or
indicate a commitment to a particular course of action.
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Do you support the proposal for the Mona Vale Beach (south) dog
off-leash area? Northern Beaches postcode submissions
13.4%

0.3%

Support

4.4%
Support with changes
or Changes requested
81.9%

Don't support
Neutral/undetermined

Positive themes include

Negative themes include

Increasing need for more offleash areas in parks and
particularly beaches due to
the large and increasing
number of dogs on the
Northern Beaches and
overcrowding of existing offleash areas

Dog excrement is a health risk to
people and adversely impacts the
environment

More off-leash areas will
encourage more dog walking
which enhances physical and
mental well-being for people
and their dogs

Feedback themes

Spending time with dogs has
physical, mental, well-being
and social benefits for
individuals, families and the
community
Other places have successful
dog off-leash areas why can’t
the Northern Beaches?
The times and amount of
area are suitable for both
locations
Both proposed locations are
not well used and are good
locations where dogs can
swim and run on the sand

Many dog owners are observed
not following the rules related to
dogs. Given this observation there
are concerns that many dog
owners won’t follow the off-leash
area rules
Environmental impacts
Many people (individuals, children
and families) feel unsafe around
dogs
Aesthetics, peace and quiet and
enjoyment will be impacted
Will displace, conflict with and
interrupt other beach uses and
users at both locations
The times are too restrictive, and
amount of area is not large enough
at both locations
Council does not have capacity to
manage compliance of these
proposed locations

Equal access and fairness
Most dog owners follow the
rules and pick up after their
dogs and would follow the
rules at these proposed
locations

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)
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1.2.

How we engaged
Visitors: 9617

Visits: 11,882

Av. time onsite:
2m30s

Have Your Say
1 Council Facebook post
Social media

1 KALOF Facebook post
Letter drops


10 May 2021
- Palm Beach (post code 2108), 38
homes close to the proposed offleash area.
- Mona Vale (post code 2103), 111
homes close to the proposed offleash area.

Signs

Print media and
collateral




12 May 2021 – signs put up at the Palm
Beach north car park (3) and the offleash area at Robert Dunn Reserve at
Mona Vale (3).
14 May 2021 – signs at Palm Beach
replaced with signs with updated
wording (2).
26 May 2021 - signs put up at the offleash areas at; Rowland Reserve (1),
Avalon Beach Reserve (2), Dearin
Reserve (1), Deep Creek Reserve (2),
Progress Park (2), Careel Bay (2),
McCarrs Creek Reserve (2) and on the
edge of the path near the Mona Vale
golf course (1).

Community Engagement (fortnightly)
newsletter: 2
Electronic direct mail
(EDM)

Distribution: 20,000
subscribers

Council (weekly) e-News: 1

Distribution: 150,000
subscribers

10 May 2021 - the Palm Beach (north)
proposal was an agenda item for the
meeting of the Palm Beach and Whale
Beach Association held 10 May 2021.

1 meeting

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)
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Key stakeholder
engagement

1.3.

Who responded2
Palm Beach (north) proposal
Male
Female

29%

Other id.

58%

1%12%

58%

1%12%

N/A

Mona Vale Beach (south) proposal

Gender

Male
Female

29%

Other id.
N/A

Palm Beach (north) proposal
<25 yrs
26-50 yrs
51-75 yrs

4%

35%

38%

2%

21%

36%

2%

21%

76+ yrs
N/A

Age group(s)

Mona Vale Beach (south) proposal
<25 yrs
26-50 yrs
51-75 yrs

4%

37%

76+ yrs
N/A

Palm Beach (north) proposal

Postcode(s)

2

Demographic data was gathered by request only. The data represented only includes those respondents who provided this detail.
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22%

25%
20%
15%
8%

10%
5%

3%

3%

2096

2097

5%

3%

7%

8%

2103

2106

6%

3%

0%
2099

2100

2101

2102

2107

2108

Top 10 postcodes only represented on the graph.

Mona Vale Beach (south) proposal
18%

20%
15%

5%

12%

11%

10%
2%

4%

6%

2097

2099

7%

6%
3%

3%

0%
2086

2100

2101

2102

2103

2104

2106

2107

Top 10 postcodes only represented on the graph.

2.

Background
This report outlines the community and stakeholder engagement conducted for the proposed
dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south).
At the Council meeting held on 27 April 2021, Council considered Item 13.1 Feasibility of
Establishing Dog Off-leash Areas at Palm Beach (North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) (the
report). In respect of Item 13.1, Council resolved (Council resolution 111/21) that:
1. Environmental assessments be undertaken in accordance with the Environmental
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (and other relevant legislation) into the possibility of
establishing dog off-leash areas on Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south),
as outlined in Attachments 1 and 2 of this report.
2. The assessments referred to in (1) be undertaken in consultation with the NSW State
Government.
3. The assessments referred to in (1) include consideration of additional on-leash or offleash areas that may be required to allow for dogs to be taken to and from the possible
dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south).
4. The trial parameters as described in this report be placed on public exhibition for a period
of 4 weeks, and that preparations for this public exhibition commence immediately.
5. The Chief Executive Officer provide a further report to Council following collation of the
public exhibition report, and any other necessary assessment reports.
In response to part 4 of Council resolution 111/21 the trial parameters for the proposed dog
off-leash areas for Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south) were placed on public
exhibition over a four-week period, from 7 May 2021 to 6 June 2021.
Palm Beach (north) trial parameters

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
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Trial area and boundaries:
- Length of the proposed off-leash area is 400 metres.
- Northern boundary, 280 metres south of the Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park.
- Southern boundary, 300 metres north of the North Palm Beach Surf Lifesaving Club.
- Western boundary, the eastern edge of the dunes in Governor Phillip Park.
- Eastern boundary, 130 metres east of the eastern edge of the dunes.
Specific pathways as shown on the concept plan.
Off-leash area times and days 4pm to 10am, 7 days a week (applies to specified
pathways and the trial area on the beach).
12-month trial (subject to approval).

Mona Vale beach (south) trial parameters






3.

Engagement objectives




4.

Trial area and boundaries:
- The length of the off-leash area is 300 metres.
- Northern boundary, 720 metres south of the Mona Vale Beach Surf Lifesaving Club.
- Southern boundary, 45 metres from the escarpment that separates Mona Vale
Beach and Warriewood Beach.
- Western boundary, the eastern edge of the dunes.
- Eastern boundary, 120 metres east of the eastern edge of the dunes at the northern
end and 50 metres east of the base of the cliff face at the southern end.
Specific pathways as shown on the concept plan.
Off-leash area times and days 4pm to 10am, 7 days a week (applies to specified
pathways and the trial area on the beach).
12-month trial (subject to approval).

Objective 1: build community and stakeholder awareness of participation activities
(inform)
Objective 2: provide accessible information so community and stakeholders can
participate in a meaningful way (inform)
Objective 3: identify community and stakeholder concerns, local knowledge and values
(consult)

Engagement approach
Community and stakeholder engagement for the proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm
Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south) was conducted over a four-week period, from 7
May 2021 to 6 June 2021 with opportunities for the community to contribute.
The engagement was planned, implemented and reported in accordance with Council’s
Community Engagement Matrix (2017). The full documented engagement approach is
outlined in the Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach
(south) Community and Stakeholder Engagement Plan (May 2021).
The project was promoted through resident letters, onsite signage, stakeholder notifications
including emails, social media and Council’s email newsletter (EDM) channels.
A project page3 was established on Council’s “have your say” platform with information
provided in an accessible and easy to read format. Since there were two proposals for dog
off-leash areas, the information about each proposal (along with online comment forms) was

3

https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/proposed-dog-off-leash-areas
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presented in two separate tabs on the page. The page also included background information
about the project and links to relevant Council reports.
Feedback was captured through online comment forms embedded onto the “have your say”
project page. There was a comment form for the Palm Beach (north) proposal and another
for the Mona Vale (south) proposal. The forms included a question that asked respondents
for their level of support on the proposal in question. People could fill in one or both forms
and this was clarified on the Your Say page.
An open-field comments box in the form provided the community with space to explain or
elaborate on their support, not support or neutral sentiment as well as any other feedback
they wished to contribute.
Email and written comments were also invited. Contact details for the project manager were
provided should anyone have a question.
A post was placed on the KALOF Facebook page to encourage young people to provide
feedback.

5.

Findings4
The themes that emerged from the comments submitted for both proposed locations are
summarised in the table 1 below:
Table 1: Thematic Overview of Comments - Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach
(south)
Key Theme

What we heard (summary)

Council’s response

Increasing need
for more off-leash
areas in parks
and particularly
beaches on the
Northern
Beaches

1. Increasing need for more off-leash areas
on parks and beaches due to the large
number of dogs and because more and
more people are purchasing dogs particularly during and since the COVID-19
period.

1. & 2. The proposals for
off-leash areas on Palm
Beach (north) and Mona
Vale Beach (south) will
assist in meeting the need
for more off-leash areas.

2. Existing off-leash areas are overcrowded
particularly where there is a place to swim
e.g. Rowland Reserve. New off-leash areas
would spread the use and reduce crowding

Health and
3. The proposed off-leash areas will
physical and
encourage dog walking which enhances
mental well-being physical and mental well-being for people
and dogs

3. & 4. Noted

4. Spending time with dogs has physical,
mental, well-being and social benefits for
individuals, families and the community
Other places
have successful
dog off-leash
areas why can’t

5. Other places have successful dog offleash areas such as the Central Coast and
other major cities why can’t the Northern
Beaches?

5. & 6. The proposals for
off-leash areas on Palm
Beach (north) and Mona
Vale Beach (south) will
assist in meeting the need
for more off-leash areas.

4

Note: This report represents what Council has heard as accurately and transparently as possible by using consistent quantitative and
qualitative analysis techniques.
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the Northern
Beaches?

6. I travel to the Central Coast to walk my
dog on the beach

Dog excrement

7. Excrement left on the beach is a health
risk for people and adversely impacts the
environment and reduces enjoyment of the
beach.
8. Owners won’t pick up after their dogs

Many dog
owners don’t
and won’t follow
the off-leash
area rules at the
proposed
locations

7. This matter and potential
impacts has been
considered in the draft
Review of Environmental
Factors 2022 which
identified mitigation and
management safeguards
such as installation of waste
bins and supply of dog
faeces bags and monitoring
compliance and undertaking
of appropriate action(s).
Bins and faeces bags would
be made available at the
proposed locations and
compliance actions
undertaken as required
8. People taking their dogs
to the proposed areas,
would be required to abide
by any relevant Council
policies and directions and
any relevant legislation such
as the Companion Animals
Act 1998

9. Many dog owners are observed not
following the rules related to dogs e.g. not
picking up after their dog, dogs are off-leash
when they should be on-leash, dogs are
outside the boundaries of off-leash areas

9. 10.11. 12. & 13 People
taking their dogs to the
proposed areas, would be
required to abide by any
relevant Council policies
10. Given the above observation there are and directions and any
relevant legislation such as
concerns the rules won’t be followed at
these proposed locations and there will be the Companion Animals Act
1998. Bins and faeces
conflict with other users and use and
collection bags would also
adverse impacts on the environment
including from dogs being uncontrolled and be made available at the
proposed locations.
outside the boundaries
11. Owners don’t pick up after their dogs on
the Mona Vale headland dog off-leash area
and won’t on Mona Vale beach
12. Owners don’t pick up after their dogs at
other dog off-leash areas and won’t on
Palm Beach
13. Owners won’t be able to prevent their
dogs going into the national park at Palam
Beach

Environmental
impacts

14. Dogs and their excrement will adversely 14. This matter and
impact the environment.
potential impacts has been
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considered in the draft
Review of Environmental
Factors 2022 which
identified mitigation and
management safeguards
16. Proposed location at Palm Beach
such as installation of waste
(north) is too close to the National Park and bins and supply of dog
dogs will impact the National Park.
faeces bags and monitoring
compliance and undertaking
17. Will Council give the community an
of appropriate action(s).
opportunity to read and comment on the
Bins and faeces bags would
environmental assessments before a
be made available at the
decision on a trial is made?
proposed locations and
compliance actions
undertaken as required
15. Owners will not and won’t be able to
prevent their dogs from harming the
environment and entering environmentally
sensitive areas.

15. People taking their dogs
to the proposed areas,
would be required to abide
by any relevant Council
policies and directions and
any relevant legislation such
as the Companion Animals
Act 1998
16. Signage would be
installed to indicate the
boundaries of the off-leash
areas
17.The Council will consider
whether the draft Review of
Environmental Factors 2022
will be publicly exhibited.
Health and
safety

18.Many people (individuals, children and
families) feel unsafe around dogs
19. Dog excrement may impact the health
of people

18.Noted

19. This matter and
potential impacts has been
considered in the draft
20. Dogs may enter the flagged swimming Review of Environmental
areas at Palm Beach (north) or Warriewood Factors 2022 which
beach where they are prohibited
identified mitigation and
management safeguards
such as installation of waste
bins and supply of dog
faeces bags and monitoring
compliance and undertaking
of appropriate action(s).
Bins and faeces bags would
be made available at the
proposed locations and
compliance actions
undertaken as required
20. People taking their dogs
to the proposed areas,
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would be required to abide
by any relevant Council
policies and directions and
any relevant legislation such
as the Companion Animals
Act 1998
Aesthetics,
peace and quiet
and enjoyment
will be impacted

21. Dogs on these beaches will reduce the
peace and quiet and enjoyment of these
beautiful beaches.

21.& 22. Socio economic /
land use matters and
potential impacts such as
conflicts with other
22. Dog activity will conflict, interrupt and
limit use of the beach for other uses such as recreational users have
Will displace,
been considered in the draft
conflict with and walking, swimming, kite surfing (Palm
Review of Environmental
impact other
Beach) surfing and other recreational
Factors 2022 which
beach use and activities particularly for those who are
identified mitigation and
users
fearful of or feel unsafe around dogs
management safeguards
23. There is already an off-leash area at
such as clear and wellMona Vale (south) on the headland and no placed signage, recording of
need for beach access near here
community complaints and
dogs on-leash along access
paths. Signage would be
installed. Council’s
complaints management
processes would apply.
23. Noted
Suggestions for;
larger areas
(both locations)
and to consider
other parks and
beaches for offleash areas.

24.Both locations are not large enough nor 24.&25. Noted
long enough.
26.This project is only
25.The amount of area for both locations is considering proposals for
suitable
the Palm Beach (north) and
Mona Vale Beach (south).
26.Many locations were suggested for
Other locations for off-leash
investigation for new off-leash areas on
area are to be considered
other beaches and suburbs
through the development of
the Northern Beaches Dogs
in Public Places policy and
guidelines in 2022

Times proposed
for off-leash
access to the
proposed
locations

27. For both locations

Proposed
locations

28. For both locations








The times are too restrictive.
There should be no time restrictions.
The times are suitable

27. The proposed days and
times have been set to
provide suitable times for
walking a dog and to
minimise impacts on other
uses and were considered
at the Council meetings held
27 April 2021 and then 22
February 2022
28. Noted

Close to my home
Beaches are good for dogs to run, swim
and have fun.
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Palm Beach
(north) and
Mona Vale
(south) is not
well used

Off-leash areas on a beach - less
maintenance than off-leash areas on
grass in a park
Mona Vale (south) preferred as not near
National Park and near an existing offleash area

29. Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale
29. & 30. Noted
(south) are not well used and are good
locations for off-leash areas as there would
be not many users impacted compared to
busier beaches.
30. Though these locations may not be as
well used as other beaches this is part of
their appeal.

Suggestions to
help make the
proposed offleash areas a
success

31. Many suggestions were made about
31. Noted
how to make the proposed off-leash areas a
success including; signs, bins and bags,
more ranger visits and more enforcement of
rules, higher and more fines, on-leash,
fencing to keep dogs away from
environmentally sensitive areas, owners to
take responsibility, trial first, owner
education, CCTV, off-leash area licence,
monitoring and improved access for older
people and people with mobility issues,
respect and learn the rules
32. Council’s enforcement of compliance is 32.&33. Council effectively
Compliance
management by essential to the success of the proposed off- manages compliance
leash areas.
Council
matters related to dogs in
33. Council doesn’t have the capacity to
alignment with Council’s
successfully manage the compliance of
policies and directions and
dogs currently so how will Council manage relevant legislation such as
the compliance at the proposed locations? the Companion Animal Act
1998 including at the 29
existing dog off-leash areas,
(some of which have water
access).
Equal access
and fairness

34.Dog owners and dogs should have
34.& 35. Noted
equitable access to open space, particularly
beaches.
35.It’s only fair that there are some beaches
where people can take their dogs. There
are plenty of beaches for people.

Most dog
owners do and
will follow the
off-leash area
rules

36.Most dog owners follow the rules and
36.& 37. Noted
pick up after their dogs and would follow the
rules at these proposed locations.
37. The owners’ that use the Mona Vale
headland off-leash area are used to the
rules and will follow the rules at the new
location
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Note: Some people completed an online
form and made no comments and some
made comments related to more than one
theme.
The verbatim comments (redacted) from on-line submissions received regarding the proposed dog
off-leash area at Palm Beach (north) are presented in Attachment 1.
The verbatim comments (redacted) from on-line submissions received regarding the proposed dog
off-leash area at Mona Vale Beach (south) are presented in Attachment 2.
The statistics arising from the submissions for both proposed locations are detailed below:
Palm Beach (north) dog off-leash area proposal - Online Comment Form Responses:










3850 Online comment forms (105 duplicates excluded):
o

84.6% yes supported the proposal - 3258 responses.

o

3.14 % yes supported the proposal with changes - 121 responses.

o

12.13% no does not support the proposal - 467 responses.

o

0.13% neutral/not sure - 5 responses.

Postcodes:
o

83.07% Northern Beaches - 3199 responses.

o

7.69% Postcode not stated or incomplete entry - 296 responses.

o

7.69% Sydney (not Northern Beaches) - 296 responses.

o

1.56% outside Sydney - 60 Responses.

3199 Northern Beaches Responses:
o

84.65% yes supported the proposal - 2708 responses.

o

3.13% yes supported the proposal with changes - 100 responses.

o

12.07% no does not support the proposal - 386 responses.

o

0.16% neutral/not sure - 5 responses.

1389 responses from Newport, Newport Beach (2106), Avalon Beach, Bilgola
Plateau, Bilgola Beach, Clareville, Whale Beach (2107), Palm Beach, Great Mackerel
Beach, Coasters Retreat, Currawong Beach (2108):
o

84.16% yes supported the proposal - 1169 responses.

o

2.88% yes supported the proposal with changes - 40 responses.

o

12.81% no does not support the proposal - 178 responses.

o

0.14% neutral/not sure - 2 responses.

241 responses from Palm Beach, Great Mackerel Beach, Coasters Retreat, Currawong
Beach (2108):
o

75.1% yes supported the proposal - 181 responses.

o

3.32% yes supported the proposal with changes - 8 responses.

o

21.16% no does not support the proposal - 51 responses.
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o

0.41% neutral/not sure - 1 response.

Palm Beach (north) dog off-leash area proposal – e-mails / letters outside of Your Say










21 Emails (15) / Letters (6), (5 duplicates excluded):
o

14.3% yes supported the proposal - 3 responses.

o

19% yes supported the proposal with changes - 4 responses.

o

52.4% no does not support the proposal - 11 responses.

o

14.3% neutral/not sure - 3 responses.

Postcodes:
o

38% Northern Beaches - 8 responses.

o

62% Postcode not stated or incomplete entry - 13 responses.

8 Northern Beaches Responses:
o

12.5% yes supported the proposal - 1 response.

o

12.5% yes supported the proposal with changes - 1 response.

o

62.5% no does not support the proposal - 5 responses.

o

12.5% neutral/not sure - 1 response.

7 responses from Avalon Beach, Bilgola Plateau, Bilgola Beach, Clareville, Whale Beach
(2107), Palm Beach, Great Mackerel Beach, Coasters Retreat, Currawong Beach (2108):
o

14.3% yes supported the proposal - 1 response.

o

14.3% yes supported the proposal with changes - 1 response.

o

71.4% no does not support the proposal - 5 responses.

4 responses from Palm Beach, Great Mackerel Beach, Coasters Retreat, Currawong Beach
(2108):
o

25% yes supported the proposal - 1 response.

o

25% yes supported the proposal with changes - 1 response.

o

50% no does not support the proposal - 2 responses.

Mona Vale Beach (south) dog off-leash area proposal - Online Comment Form Responses:




3795 Online comment forms (74 duplicates excluded):
o

82% yes supported the proposal – 3110 Responses.

o

4.4% yes supported the proposal with changes – 167 Responses.

o

13.4% no does not support the proposal – 509 Responses.

o

0.2% neutral/not sure – 9 Responses

Postcodes:
o

85.74% Northern Beaches – 3254 Responses.

o

7.91% Postcode not stated – 300 Responses.
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o

5.53% Sydney (not Northern Beaches) – 210 Responses.

o

0.82% outside Sydney – 31 Responses.

3254 Northern Beaches Responses:
o

81.87% yes supported the proposal – 2664 Responses.

o

4.33% yes supported the proposal with changes – 141 Responses.

o

13.52% no does not support the proposal – 440 Responses.

o

0.28% neutral/not sure – 9 Responses.

1447 responses from Mona Vale (2103), Warriewood (2102), North Narrabeen, Narrabeen,
Elanora Heights, Ingleside (2101), Bayview (2104):
o

73.88% yes supported the proposal – 1069 Responses.

o

4.56% yes supported the proposal with changes – 66 Responses.

o

21.08% no does not support the proposal – 305 Responses.

o

0.48% neutral/not sure – 7 Responses.

683 responses from Mona Vale (2103)
o

61.93% supported the trial parameters – 423 Responses.

o

5.27% yes supported the proposal with changes – 36 Responses.

o

32.21% did not support the trial parameters – 220 Responses.

o

0.59% neutral/not sure – 4 Responses.

Mona Vale Beach (south) dog off-leash area proposal – E-mails / letters outside of Your Say








26 E-mails (21) / Letters (5) (duplicates excluded):
o

11.5% yes supported the proposal – 3 responses.

o

11.5% yes supported the proposal with changes – 3 responses.

o

61.5% no does not support the proposal - 16 responses.

o

15.4% neutral/not sure - 4 responses.

Postcodes:
o

30.8% Northern Beaches – 8 responses.

o

69.2% Postcode not stated or incomplete entry – 18 responses.

8 Northern Beaches Responses:
o

12.5% yes supported the proposal with changes - 1 response.

o

50% no does not support the proposal – 4 responses.

o

37.5% neutral/not sure – 3 responses.

6 responses from Mona Vale (2103), Bayview (2104):
o

66.7% no does not support the proposal – 4 responses.

o

33.3% neutral/not sure – 2 Responses.
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5 responses from Mona Vale (2103)
o

60% did not support the trial parameters – 3 Responses.

o

40% neutral/not sure – 2 Responses.

Duplicates - rules applied.


Discrete first name and surname - multiple response with non-identical response - Include
the most recent response only



Discrete first name and surname - multiple response with identical response - Include the
most recent response only

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

36

Page 16 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

Attachment 1: Proposed dog off-leash area at Palm Beach (north) - Verbatim comments from
online submissions received during community engagement 7/5/21 to 6/6/21.
The mid section of Curl Curl would be good as well
This a great proposal and long overdue
Dogs are not a concern for the environment! Humans are!! There are not enough facilities for dogs in
the northern beaches, meaning areas are crampt and over run.
Would be amazing to have this!!!
This seems a very small space to provide enjoyment and activities to our families with our puppy.
More access to public areas for dogs off leash are needed
We desperately need more off leash areas on the beaches.
We need space for our dogs to play
With an increase in dog ownership the northern beaches access to this area of palm beach will reduce
the pressure on bayview our only current beach access to allow dogs cool off in summer.
It would be amazing to take the kids and dog to a beach
As we need a beach to walk our dog , it would be good as there aren’t any beaches to walk our dog near
our house in Avalon,
We used to walk our dog at station beaches it was fantastic but now we can’t ,
Times should be 3pm -11am instead
Yes this is greatly needed! Dogs should have access to more off leash beach areas.
Desperately need an off leash dog beach after losing station beach.
Off leash 24 hours. The amount of beach there is and hours that don’t suit many. Plenty of people who
do shift work, hospitality, emergency workers that the hours make if that they still cannot go there.
Plenty of places that have 24 hours no issues, this means dogs can be spread out through the day
coming not too many dogs in a short period of time in a small area.
Reason suggested that’s not it is people will travel that’s not correct considering there are offish
beaches down south around Wollongong, Cronulla, the city area, Mosman why would they travel all
that way
I vote YES.
Dogs and their people love beaches
Works every where else in Australia
Dog owners don’t have access to any beaches along the NB. Every dog loves to go for a swim and a run
along the beach. I can promise they’ll keep it cleaner than any human!
yes
Any beach access for dogs would be greatly appreciated
Absolutely yes, please get with the times and community needs
Surely we can finally have an off leash area at either locations suggested.
Please also pursue Station Beach as an off-leash dog area as well. It is so suitable for older dogs and
older residents who require quiet water and easy access. It is so good for everyone’s mental health to
see happy dogs frolicking in the sea and on the sand at the beach.
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I would give the dog’s more space & access especially since it’s after hours. If dogs are included more in
everyday life they are happier, calmer & more reliable. The more you close them off to the world the
more problems you will have
Need more of leash area near water
Fantastic idea!
We are in desperate need of off leash areas in the northern beaches.
Long overdue for us, dog owners, to have access to our beaches
It would be fantastic to let our dog and us enjoy the beach together....it’s so overdue ..please NBC
approve this trial
Four dogs deserve access to water
I certainly do. There are not enough off leash beaches for dogs even so over 50% of tax payers have
one, two or three dogs per families. Other councils over NSW have many off leash beaches WHY NOT
The Northern beaches???
Time share dog friendly beaches exist everywhere else in this country because they are an amazing
idea! Dogs need space to thrive, it promotes their wellbeing which would lead to less issues elsewhere.
When people choose their forever home they look for community initiatives such as this, so it is also a
win for the economy! We promise to keep it clean 🙂
This arrangement has clearly already factored in the needs of others and should be supported. Same for
the Mona Vale section.
It's about time the council opens up a majority of beaches to be shared spaces when so many residents
have dogs. There should also be more bins provided and not only in dog parks, but on streets too.
How good would that be!!
We need space to enjoy with some of the most important people in our lives, dogs are the best for your
health amd need a place to interact with us in a happy space.
We need more areas to keep our public and dogs safe. Bayview is now too crowded and I got attached
by a dog there last year.
For 25 years we have been responsible dog owners and lived in other areas where we have had access
to beaches. Walking together on the beach is not only a joy, but wonderful exercise...especially as dogs
get older. Sadly our dogs have died waiting for this to happen here, even with overwhelming
community support. Hoping our next dog, is more fortunate, and the wishes of the majority are heard.
Yes please
After such a disappointing outcome for the Station Beach trial please don’t let this one fail because of
the few wealthy and vociferous minority.
Literally all other councils and parts of Australia have leash free beaches with restricted hours. We love
going up and down the coast taking our dog on the beach but there is no where local to do so. Please!
As children in the 70s we always had dogs on the beach with our families I would greatly appreciate
being able to do it again it's great everyone it's great for our health communities health and our
connectivity to our community
It's ridiculous that there's no beaches for our dogs to play on. When we go up or down the coast we
have plenty to choose from. Time to catch up NB Council
Extend northern boundaries to rocks and park boundary.
Please consider specific times ie found all over Australia for dogs to go onto beaches when they are
quiet
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This is a great proposal. The beach is hardly utilised and there is nowhere near enough offleash
locations for our dogs ont he beaches! Just don't make the area too small or time too limited that it
results in an overintensively used space.
This is a wonderful idea
This is the perfect area for a much needed dog beach.
No brainer. Our community and our dogs need this please.
More off-leash beaches would mean my family could swim with our dog on the beach.
I support the Palm Beach off leash area. The northern beaches is long overdue for a beach that permits
dogs to enjoy the sand and ocean. We are already very limited with off leash dog areas so this addition
would be taken advantage of for our water loving dogs and their owners.
I strongly believe north Palm Beach should be an off-leash area.
North palm beach is a relatively isolated area away from the general population, wildlife and national
park. This makes it an ideal candidate for the proposed off leash regulations.
Please make it happen
Nearly every other council along nsw East Coast allows dogs.
About time council gave the majority of our community some access to walk their beloved family dogs
on the beach and have access to clean swimming water! How can the entire world do this and northern
beaches council can’t!!
Do not want restricted access times. People should be able to Visit with their dog when they want.
My partner surfs and we spend the whole weekend at the beach when we can. If we can’t take our dog
then I am stuck at home as well. It’s always a sad trade off that I can’t swim and walk on the beach at
the same time.
More and more people have loved fur children who deserve a space by the ocean to play. We have such
an extensive coast line and much of it doesn’t get used. Families and their dogs deserve a small piece of
heaven to play together as a family. Humans polite the beaches with plastic and garbage they can’t be
bothered carrying to bins. Dogs and responsible owners would be better at keeping our beaches clean
so don’t use this as an e cause to deny us.
What a great idea. Far from the madding crowds
Yes please, but we need far more. All beaches on Northern beaches should be off leash by default
before 8am and after 5pm. With some exceptions granted where a clear reason exists and is
communicated.
Dogs should be allowed on leash at any time on all beaches again by exception only.
Palm Beach North and Mona Vale South is a great start, but we need more.
Important Family Time is Provided By off leash dog Beaches, valuable To council residents
This part of the beach is unmanned so isn’t used widely. It would be a fantastic asset to the community
as a dog/friendly beach.
We desperately need off leash areas to take our dogs without ticks..this is a welcome proposal..
Yes, please..the sooner the better. Thx
The beach is for everyone, for fun and recreation and should be utilised for best of the community.
Many of whom are dog owners who have should have the opportunity to enjoy the beach with their
pet. The proposed dog off-leash area is currently under-utilised and would be off great benefit to the
community.
It’s very important to have areas for our dogs as they are essential to our wellbeing.
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Dog owners have hardly any place where they can go for a swim with their dog. For many families the
only time to spend time at the beach together (and with their furry family members included) is on the
weekend. Seeing that over 60% of households on the Northern Beaches own a dog, I don’t see a reason
why they can’t have access to at least one ocean beach without time limits.
Australia and New Zealand are the most restrictive countries when it comes to dogs. Owning a dog in
most of Europe is so much easier.
Off leash areas are so important to a dogs stimulation. It allows the dog access to so many more smells
than a 1.2metre leash does.
18 frickin years - seriously. You guys should be utterly ashamed it has taken this long to act on behalf of
your constituents.
Many mums and babies use this area because of the shallow, calm waters.
Also, unfortunately some dog owners do not clean up after their pups.
Please open middle curl curl for dogs off leash as well
We don’t visit the northern beaches because it is so dog unfriendly it’s a shame. If Rose Bay can be
24hr off leash then 400m of Palm Beach can be given to the dogs easily.
This is a vital service for dog lovers north of the bends, The two existing off leash areas, just don’t cater
to the needs of more particularly smaller dogs. I have had my 7 kg young dog terrified by larger dogs
running around in very restricted areas. An open space would allow much more freedom for dogs of all
sizes to do what most dogs enjoy, and that is run and chase and have fun
About time!!!
Please council let us have this area for our dogs. It brings the community together, gives everyone some
great exercise and is so much fun. It’s a win win for all!
I strongly agree with opening the beach to dog leash free. That beach is always empty. No one uses it
except from surfers.
There is not beach area for dogs in the upper northern beaches.
We need more off leash beach access for families with dogs.
There is not enough dog beaches on the northern beaches. It is such a shame there are not more areas
on beaches allowed for dogs. There is a distinct lack of access for dogs on the beach in this council and I
am so disappointed with the lack of support council gives to dog owners, Yes there is Bayview, but it is
on Pittwater, I would love to be able to walk my dog on the beach at Palm Beach. Please do not stop
this one from happening as the council did with Station Beach. This location should be far enough away
from wealthy objectors that want the sand all to themselves and ruined Station Beach as an alternative,
Fantastic idea, Thank You
I would also like to see this at north Newport
I strongly support this proposal
With so many families enjoying a dog or two in their household on the beaches l, it would be wonderful
to have the freedom like so many other Australians who can walk their dogs in the beach, we aren’t
asking for every beach all the time just a tiny percentage.
We never know the extent of the damage off leash dogs do the native flora and fauna until it’s too late.
Dogs are not native to this land. Do we really want to destroy nature’s natural defences to storms and
other disasters? It’s time for this council to lead, tell the public why we can’t do this, rather than
running a popularity contest.
The northern beaches is the only place in NSW that doesn’t have access to dog friendly shared beaches!
It’s wrong and needs to change
We need beach access for our dogs
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I absolutely support it. We need more areas for our dogs as we form a major part of the northern
beaches community.
Not enough dog friendly areas this is a great idea
Time for the Northern Beaches to move out of the dark ages
A province with no access for dogs to the beach is a selfish,(non including)attitude which determines a
community
Good for local people who own dogs to have beach for dogs to enjoy.
yes, great idea
As a responsible dog owner who cleans up after her dog and respects the rights of others not to be
bothered by my dog, we definitely need an area of the huge northern beaches to run a dog. We have
had to drive 1 1/2 hours' north to Pearl Beach, Ocean Beach & Ettalong to walk our dog along the
shoreline. There should surely be a small local area.
I think this is a great spot for unleashed dogs ..... much better than station beach and way overdue ....
thank you
Unlike many other areas in NSW there are no beach areas that are off leash on the northern beaches.
This would be a fantastic addition to the area with minimal impact to residents on an already underutilised portion of the beach.
Yes please. My dogs love the beach and having to drive to the central coast is a little ridiculous
Let dog play
Great idea to get the pups out for a run!! I hope there will be access to bins as some people are lazy
with picking up after their doggies and would hate to ruin the beautiful area!!
Long over due. Just need to police people cleaning up. Encourage all dog owners to clean up even if
they see something that isn’t from their dog. Times are good too.
I only found out about this by word of mouth at the mona vale dog park. More publicity and notice
would be appreciated.
Long overdue, well-chosen location.
Great spot for the dogs and owners to enjoy
On-leash to the lighthouse should also be possible - the path is concrete all the way now.
About time!
This is a modest proposal.
It would be so lovely!!!
YES
It is essential.
A set of steps was built 2 years ago halfway down the pathway to the beach at the northern end of the
carpark by the showers. These need to be extended and a handrail installed to allow more elderly
persons safe access to the beach. The cost is minimal compared to the wasted money on fencing in the
scrub between the lower and upper carparks last year - an area where no dog was ever seen to venture.
Council personnel MUST take heed of the wishes of the community in relation to dogs and cease from
being obstructive and illegitimately imposing their personal views on these initiatives; which have
originated over many years from the community directly.
families with dogs need more space to exercise and socialise. This beach offers this, especially during
covid , more families have dogs, and with not enough space to exercise them this beach will ease the
present limitations.
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The shared concept is reasonable and takes into consideration the importance of a dog to most families
in the area and the necessity for them to have time to share space appreciating that not everybody has
the same views. The timeshare allows those that don’t like it to have the time in the freedom to enjoy
the beach without dogs and at the same time allows people with dogs including children to enjoy a safe
place with their dog and other dog owners. As a democracy it is important to hear the voice of every
person within the community especially when there is a group the size of those that own dogs. Thank
you for this consideration and as dog owners, we do hope that it works for everybody and moves
forward.
Great. Let's make it happen
offleash dog beaches are a great idea
Yes!! This is awesome! There needs to be more areas where dogs are allowed to be a part of their
families and get their feet wet. Dogs are more respectful of the land and the wildlife than most humans
who litter or trash areas where they picnic.
Hi, I have been a resident of Palm Beach my whole life as well as my fury friend.
We thought the station beach trial was amazing, I have no idea how that didn’t pass since everyone I
spoke to in the community loved the idea! Makes everyone happy.
We also love the idea to have dogs on the North end of Palmy because ‘it’s better than nothing’,
although station beach would be so much better.
People walk there dogs on station beach weather it’s allowed or not, it’s the reality, may as well just
give what the people want. Whoever gets bothered by dogs on the beach is the one who has issues.
our community needs more access for dogs to run off leash. everywhere else in australia can manage it
except the northern beaches?
There are elderly people who have dogs that can benefit as well as all ages
Wonderful idea, can’t happen soon enough for local rate paying families and their dogs.
Central coast has had half dogs on the beach half not allowed for years and never had any issues. There
are far to many dog owners on the norther beaches now to not give access to these areas that barely
have any beach goers.
The Northern beaches desperately needs more off leash water access as Bayview is very overcrowded
particularly on weekends making in almost unusable for many residents especially those with smaller or
timid dogs. North Palm Beach does not border any residents and is not frequented by family groups due
to it's powerful surf. Unfortunately, due to it's limited access times is only of use to those in the far
North of the Northern Beaches or those who don't work.
The proposed changes would benefit the community by providing an off-leash area for dog owners. This
also could be improved by extended the timeframes to access throughout the entire day, seven days a
week. However, overall this is an improvement.
Would love the opportunity of being able to take my dog/s on beach - request also change of hours
during winter months from 2pm-11am
People can't be trusted not to walk their dogs through the tracks in the national park to get to the
northern portion of the proposed allowable area (despite signage indicating dogs are not allowed). By
moving the allowable area further south along the beach such that there is no overlap with the park
boundaries, the risk of people doing the wrong thing would be reduced.
All creatures great and small need to stretch their legs and feel the freedom. Dog beaches are one of
the happiest places on earth.
Palm beach needs this and so do the dogs! We can all be responsible dog owners and clean up after our
pets. Let’s share the beautiful beaches with our furry friends!
having not been blessed with children , our pups really help that missing spot , desperately need more
areas we can take them out to .
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I can catch the ferry to Centra Coast and me and my dog can visit many of thier beaches. I just dont
understand why a dog on a beach is such a big thing. Just get on with it! Please.
Dogs and their families deserve to have a place on the beach.
What a fantastic proposal. At last Northern Beaches Council is allowing residents to take their dogs to
the beach. The proposed area is more than enough space for dog owners to walk and swim their dogs
and allows lots of other areas for (the very, very few) beachgoers who prefer to avoid dogs. Hopefully
we'll see a few of these areas introduced into the beaches further south...
i love dogs and animals. in the case of having a shared beach, dog owners do not control dogs and allow
them to roam and just get too close to people who are enjoying their coffee or other or just time out.
this is not a fair system and those other rate payers who do not have a dog cannot enjoy the beach
because of irresponsible dog owners. i totally disagree with this proposal. i see it at curl curl and nth
cuyrl curl and freshwater that even though dogs should not be on the beach, they are always there and
at all corners of it. this is not staying in boundaries and also clearly defies council limits and shows
disrespect to all other beach users.
With so many families moving into and living on the Northern beaches and with the move to more
medium density housing I believe additional space needs to be provided for families and their pets. This
is a significant factor in tackling the mental health issues as people need to be able to enjoy an outdoor
space with their dogs.
A great idea
We need off leash areas with access to either a beach or bay for our dogs. Parks are ok but not always
stimulating
I support this as there are not enough dogs accessible off leash beaches in our Council. for this reason,
dog owners sometimes do the wrong thing and take their off leash dogs where they are not allowed,
causing problems to everyone.
Hoping this time we can work together and agree on a shared space which allows for dogs on this
stretch of beach.
I support, in principle, the proposal for an off-leash exercise area for dogs at North Palm Beach.
However, in agreement with NPWS I think that the proposed area should be brought further south so
that its northern boundary aligns with the northern end of Governor Philip Park Car Park.
Apart from concerns about the seal colony at the headland and 1080 baiting (which I would prefer to
see stopped), having the off leash area further south would make access far easier and would assist in
keeping dogs out of the dune area
Make it go north to the track, so folk can put their dog back on a lead and do a loop back to the car
park.
It doesn’t make sense to leave out the loop walk along the top of the dune.
Also shut it down if you survey and find dumped poo bags lying all around. That’s not okay.
I’m not a local. I live in the inner west. I do own a dog. I may be tempted to visit. But only once in a blue
moon.
Good luck council and thank you for exploring alternatives.
No, beach areas are for public use. The majority of dog owners rarely pick up the feaces or have
effective control in existing off leash areas. It would be unhealthy to allow off leash dogs on beaches
that under the CAA are restricted areas.
I don't think that people using the beach need to be worried about dog running around out of control,
in some cases owned by irresponsible owners. Dogs should and can be walked throughout the entire
Palm Beach area whilst on a leash and therefore controlled by the owner and therefore hopefully not
threatening or inconveniencing members of the public. Off leash dogs can also dedicate away from
owners who may be less inclined to collect the mess.
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Dogs are slowly taking over the Northern Beaches. It's clear that off leash dog areas on beaches do not
work. Look at North Curl Curl, dogs don't know borders and just roam all over the beach outside the
designated area.
I am sick and tired of dogs barking at people (including children) everywhere in the Northern Beaches.
The encroachment of dogs into natural areas has to stop. People take their dogs in all areas and disobey
rules - especially early morning as they know rangers don't start till later.
Please stop bowing to pressure from strong lobby groups.
So my understanding from the objections are one of local residents parking issues - where if looked at
closely all houses adjacent to parking area have private on residence parking.
The other objection is the sea grass. Currently there are more issues to sea grass in Pittwater due to
storm water run off right around the whole boundary of the body of pittwatter and the damage from
dogs is non to next to non.
Yes!!! Fully support this dog of leash area at the northern end of palm beach
Desperately needed and this end of the beach is hardly used - even during summer
Already many dog owners use beaches, parks, residential streets as off-leash areas, and also leave their
dog mess behind. Not everyone wants to have dogs around them, nor have to watch where they walk
for fear of treading in poo. Adding these areas will just expand the area owners use. EG There is an offleash area at Long reef, but there are just as many off leash dogs on Long Reef beach, on the rock
platform and walking around the headland with owners just ignoring the off-leash boundaries. I like to
walk on the rock platform and around the headland without dogs coming near me, pooing, etc.
Owners will not to stick to the designated times nor boundaries, and as council do not police this,
owners will do as they please. The voice of the dog owners may be louder but please also listen to
those who object these proposals.
Water access is desperately desired by residents who have been denied fair access to shared public
beaches for decades. I support this wholeheartedly. However, it is regrettable that the positioning of
the proposed boundaries are well south of the Barrenjoey headland, which would serve as a natural,
effective boundary. By sectioning off the beach as proposed, it will be difficult to contain people and
dogs who naturally will want to walk to the end of the beach. This “invisible” line that can’t be crossed
seems to set up this trial for failure. This could be better negotiated with National Parks by Council.
Monday to Friday I would like it to be all day as there are many retired people like myself who would
like to bring our dogs to the beach later than 10am and earlier than 4pm
Fully support this, in fact I see no reason we cant have dogs off leashes on more (if not ALL) beaches
outside of peak times.
Northern beaches needs more each access for dog owners to be able to go to the beach with the dog
and enjoy some fun time
I think it is a great idea. I would love to be able to walk my dog along this area of the beach. It is not
really used by anyone other than surfers and joggers ( myself being one and I would love to have my
dog with me ) I think you should move the boundary closer to the end of the beach (north) See Mystery
Bay South Coast the dog beach there goes right up to the National Park. 400m isn't really that long
24 hours preferable
The Palm Beach area could be safely increased in size. We have experienced the dog off lease areas of
the central coast, namely Terrigal beach and Wamberal Beach. They are fantastic and council has not
had any complaints from residents. That of course doesn't mean that there will be no NB residents that
complain...I am sure there will be a few. but they should not spoil the planned use. In most cases they
are unlikely to go to that area of the beach anyway. It is a good choice as there are not that many
people who use this area even on heavy weekend use of our beaches.
The Mona Vale Beach southern end can be quite busy on a hot summers weekend and while I don't
have a problem with dogs there, some may. However it is mostly used by people who don't want to be
between the flags, so they will mostly be accepting. However it would probably be better to have that
area as a dog on lease...allowing them to move north to an expanded area at the northern end of the
southern zone as marked as this area of the beach is little used. This is similar to the case at Wamberal,
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as the designated area is north of the lake, but to get to it you need to go through a popular area where
the flags are often located.

This is long overdue.
fantastic Idea. As a Whale Beach resident the closest place to walk a dog by the water is Bayview.
Carrell Park is also good but gets Muddy. So many more dog owners than there use to be so very high
demand. It helps my own mental health to walk the dogs in off leash areas.
There is enough place for people to go without dogs and so little for dogs to go in Australia . It’s 2021
things should change !
Please allow me to walk my dog on the beach.
Support this trial, after a few weekends at Shoalhaven LGA I was blown away with how dog friendly the
area was and the many options to take dogs for walks through bushland and onto beaches was
impressive. Not once did we see dog litter.
Great for dogs and dog owners, no issue for beach users as there is plently of beach available if they
don't like dogs.
we desperately need more dog friendly areas , sydney is terrible in how unfriendly it is towards pets
Long overdue, and oh so welcome. Cannot thank Council enough for supporting this initiative. Well
done to staff and councillors for making this happen.
It would be wonderful and given the opportunity I know the community of dog owners will respect the
beach and keep it clean!
Good proposal that should have the support of all dog owners
I would recommend that the council provides bags and waste stations at entry points. The City of
Sydney does this in all off leash areas.
This is greatly needed
Given the lack of compliance by dog owners more generally I do not think this is a deserved extension
of privileges. Also - the need to enforce compliance will stretch already inadequate ranger resources.
Think the proposed area would need clear signage - some it was obvious where dogs are allowed
I don’t know what the “swim flags” mean. Does it mean the dogs can only swim between the flags??.
At last another place for dogs to swim and play with their families. This must go ahead especially as
Station Beach fell through. I think Station Beach should be included again in this proposed trial.
Rowland Reserve is just so crowded with dogs and families now that more off leash areas with water is
vital for the well being of all.....dogs and people.
No restrictions on time
This is a good option and hopefully the council and residents don’t get bullied! Thank you for giving us
this potential option!
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YES - it's been far too long (I remember Station Beach proposal 25 years ago)!
40% of Northern Beaches residents are dog owners and the only legal beach spot is Bayview. Please,
this must happen.
the 400 m should apply to beaches & paths on both sides of the peninsula
Yes please. It would be so wonderful to have a beach space for our community to enjoy that is dog
friendly. Local dog owners are responsible and have great reverence for the natural environment and
love for our beaches. This will only make our area more inclusive and lifestyle more joy filled for our
residents and visitors alike.
Fantastic initiative and much needed in the north northern beaches area.
I don't think that dogs should be on the surf beaches with or without a leash except over the off season
after surf patrols are finished.
All Northern beaches off leash areas are becoming overcrowded.
We are in desperate need of additional exercise areas, especially areas where dogs can go swimming
GREAT SPOT TO TAKE YOUR DOG EVERYONE WILL ENJOY SEEING THIER DOGS ENJOY THEM SELVES
It is a beautiful and wild place that will be spoilt by increased human and animal traffic. The sand spit is
a fragile landform that would be damaged, degraded and ultimately lost because of human and doginduced erosion. Wildlife would also be lost to dogs. Turning Palm Beach (north) into a dog off-leash
area is stupid and irresponsible for these reasons.
Northern Beaches Council is listening to dog owners, how wonderful. This area will be definitely
welcome to exercise our dogs off leash.
You guys could learn alot from other councils that allow dogs off leash all up and down the east coast.
Bring it on.
It’s the most suited beach for this purpose, barely populated by people as it’s not much good for
swimming
I believe it's time for Northern Beaches Local Government Area to do this. Many other city LGA's have
managed to open up beach off-lead areas to their ratepayers to the great enjoyment of all.
Crazy to think all these beaches and not one spot north of bends i can walk my dog legally on the beach.
too many rules too many councils too many fines.
Give my doggy a beach walk 2021
The south end of Mona Vale beach, although it is not patrolled, is used by all members of the
community the same as the north end of the beach - our young family spend our entire beach summer
there. We don’t want running dogs, fighting dogs and dog excrement to ruin an amenity that is owned
by all, not just dog owners. There are plenty of areas for dogs off leashes already, and their rights
should not be put above the rate-paying people here that don’t own or want dogs. There are a
multitude of off-leash dog parks already, and flat water access like bayview sands where there is plenty
of space for the dogs, owners and their cars and parking. Better to look at the other Pittwater areas or
north of palm beach where the beach is not already used by people exercising their rights to relax
without being hindered or their children endangered by wild dogs, as there is no mandate for the type
and nature of the dogs allowed within these areas - allowing dogs off leash on Mona Vale beach is
putting all our families and children at risk with the potential for disaster. Who pays if someone is
mauled?
I swim and walk in this area.
I have walk and visited Robert Dunn reserve and it was disappointing that there was so much dog poo
left on the ground in such a beautiful area. I also experienced the dogs off leash taking over the space in
Robert Dunn Reserve. I was unable to sit and enjoy the view without a dog jumping on me.
Given PB is environmentally sensitive due to its proximity to the Ku-ring-gai Chase National and is an
important recreational place, dogs should be kept on a leash.
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This is a fantastic idea, one that should be rolled out to each beach on the northern beaches. To
encourage exercise with our dogs is a great thing not only for peoples mental health but also to tackle
the rise of obesity and health conditions such as diabetes that could be part of preventive medicine
through encouraging exercise. I would love to be able to include my dog in my morning exercise and
enjoy the beach together. Central coast council does this extremely well . I hope this programme can be
expanded to each local beach so that locals can interact with each other and also be able to walk from
home with their dog to the beach, to decrease car usage, and encourage local friendships through
shared experiences and dogs.
Thankyou.
It is too close to the National Park.
Yes yes yes yes yessssss.. at last.. please do this.
Long overdue. How can the central coast have a dog exercise area on just about every beach and yet we
can't have one. Just because a few rich NIMBYs think they own public spaces as well as their own
grotesque wealth. Everyone should be catered for and many people such as myself do not have kids
and have a dog instead that they would like to go to the beach with.
I think it's great to have a water front off leash dog area. I find the times too restrictive.
Please allow off leash up to 8am in the morning and after 5 pm in Summer and an hour earlier in
winter.
This is honestly about time.
I propose very big fines if poor is not cleaned up.
I fully support more off leash dog exercise areas. Since Covid, statistically more households now have
dogs putting more pressure on our woeful supply of designated areas for dog exercise. It is staggering
that council bows to the minority groups that oppose these areas. I hope that sense will prevail and we
will be able to walk our four legged friends on the beach which other council areas already provide
I think this is a good idea as long owners are responsible and control their dogs.
Essential in such a dog populated area. Northern Beaches is very limited compared to other NSW
coastal areas.. very poor coastal access all together
Please hurry up & approve it
Great Idea
Northern (North of the bends) residents do not have an off leash area with access to beach/water. The
closest feasible location is Bayview which is 20 minutes by car (on a good day necessitating an hours
driving just to let our dogs swim.
The proposed area of Palm beach is typically quiet at the times proposed but I would suggest extended
hours in Winter when other beach users not typically active.
More spaces for off leash dog activity is fantastic and the ability to share the beach with the dogs is
amazing.
My family moved to Avalon in 1963, and still own the old house my parents built on Barrenjoey Road,
Avalon.
I have owned 5 dogs over the past 63 years, and I am very much in favour of the proposed dog off-leash
area. My current dog, xxx is an Assistance Dog, who helps me go about my life, move around, and
accomplish daily tasks much more easily.
Swimming is wonderful exercise for dogs. There is really only one other place to take your dogs
swimming, and that is at Bayview, which is a fair way to travel, becomes very crowded, and doesn't
have any surf. The new proposed area is much more suitable and would be a fantastic addition for
those living further along the Peninsula.
Dogs are wonderful companions, who provide many benefits for their owners physical and mental
health. I urge Council to support the establishment of the new off-leash area.
Kind regards, Melinda Sheldon-Brickle
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Too many dog owners can't be trusted to clean up after their dogs, or put them back on leads to go
back to their car.
Look at the mess being left on the Sports fields at North Avalon and the number of dogs interrupting
sports games because their owners cannot obey the rules.
A nature reserve is not a place for dogs off leash
No dogs off leash anywhere. Cannot trust owners to do the right thing!
I am completely against off-leash areas. I am sick and tored of being barked at by dogs everywhere.
Dogs need off leash areas; it works on beaches in other states/countries. No reason it can’t work here.
Are you joking!? No thank you.
I have had issues every day in this exact area with dogs running at me, jumping on me, charging me, all
of which classifies as a dog attack- dog poo along the beach up the dunes and this is all when the
current law is NO Dogs allowed on the beach. I live in Palm Beach and run most days in the morning since the trial on the Pittwater side, owners have taken over the area with complete disregard for the
general pubilc and become abusive when politely asked to put their dogs on a lead or when reminded
they shouldn't even be there with their dog.
Councils DO NOT make any effort in patrolling any of these local areas, when I complain I talk to the
rangers who are fed up with people and their dogs off leash in areas prohibited. Rangers have no
control - they NEVER book anyone, it's a useless and pointless exercise. Owners with their dogs of lead
are out of control in this area.
DO NOT let this happen, if you live in this area and frequent this area you will know this is a bad idea
and very dangerous for many reasons. It's only a matter of time before there is a serious injury. Not
only uncontrolled dogs but also the unhygienic mess dogs owners leave behind. I have so much proof
on my phone it is simply disgusting. I have complained on so many occasions about this and NOTHING
gets done.
Its seems council members are also active members with Pittwater Unleashed and they are not being
transparent. This is a conflict of interest and I assume the reason behind ignoring complaints.
Please listen to those who live there and have to deal with this every day. NO thank you.
How about this for a novel idea- how about a 6 month trial to see if dog owners in the area can abide by
the law?! If they can then maybe the reward would be an off leash area.
This is a good move because it will take pressure off other dog friendly areas and also benefit the local
community. I'm in favour of off leash areas generally since dogs are such an embedded part of our
community.
We really need this in our community.
Please
Thank you!! Very much needed!
Dogs belong on the beach
Need more off leash beaches in Sydney
I am not sure if Council actually realises how much the Northern Beaches is becoming overrun with offleash dogs. As a resident of Narrabeen who regularly swims at Narrabeen pool I am dismayed at the
number of dogs let loose at the precinct, despite numerous signage in place to remind people that this
site is off limits to dogs, leash or no leash. It is the same at Long Reef, both on the headland and around
the rock platform, which is especially disturbing considering this is supposed to be a Marine Reserve. I
am sure people know that there are not the Rangers seen around anymore to monitor and police this
behaviour. It is all very disappointing.
Finally, I like to walk in the evenings, and frequently observe people allowing their dogs to defecate
anywhere and not pick up the droppings, obviously believing they will not be seen.
Excellent. This is long overdue - dog off leash beach areas are very welcome.
Great for dogs and humans
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Most dog owners are very responsible and would support and treasure an area like this where dogs can
be off leash
It would be a great addition to the Northern Beaches to be able to exercise our dog off-leash on an
ocean beach.
We need this!
About Time.
yes there should be
This would be a great way to improve quality of life for many local residents, while also creating more
space for off leash dogs so that the current parks are not over crowded. In a COVID world we are facing
huge amounts of loneliness and mental illness, and having a dog and living near the beach are two
things that can substantially improve mood and increase connections with others, as well as nature. It
would be so great if we could take our dogs to the beach to have even greater joy!
Absolutely!! It’s about time!
I am Totally in favour of this on both beaches. It’s sensible to have it just 4pm to 10am. Bravo Council!
Thankyou..!!!
I am in support of the proposal but with signs that dog owners pickup their dog poos or cop a huge fine.
I am a dog owner and I always pickup my dog poos. It's extremely annoying seeing dog poos along
pathways and in the environment where the owner was selfish and lazy.
I like to protect our beautiful coastline and national park areas for us and all to enjoy.
Also for any aggressive behaviour by dog owner or dog not to be tolerated.
It’s the thin edge of the wedge to make a beautiful beach a dogs toilet.
I would love to see an off leash section for dogs at palm beach, when they had the trial at station beach,
it was so great to meet new people and their dogs, so good for your mental health.
We need more than Bayview to enjoy with our dogs.
I think it's good to provide suitable places for dogs to play off leash.
Yes we really need more beaches we are so limited thank you .
Great proposal I support fully
Absolutely
We need more off leash beach areas on the northern beaches
I am pleased to see this is happening as dog owners represent a large portion of our community. This
will be a great recreational activity for the community. I am glad council has come around to this idea
which has been successfully run in other LGAs for decades.
Fully agree with this. Northern beaches very lacking in dog friendly beach area. Hopefully will proceed
and more!
It is the perfect place to have a dog off the leash. Dog owners are responsible citizens and I can not
remember seeing dog poo on the beach and we have been walking a dog there for 30 years.
I seriously believe those who complain Have nothing better to do and all the worst for not having the
perfect companion ADog. Their love and loyalty is just what those miserable people need. The world is
not for man alone. Vote yes yes yes for dogs off lease. 🐶🐶🐶🐶🐶🐶🐶
200m is far too close to the national park to allow dogs off leash. Further there will be native animals in
the vegetated dune area adjacent to the proposed off-leash are that will be either killed or harassed by
off-leash dogs.
This would be no issue to have dogs on this beach
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Beaches are not suitable places for dogs.
There seem to be more and more dogs and there is an assumption that they should have access to all
areas.
Cafes now seem overrun with dogs...despite the fact that not everone thinks they are cute.
Some dog owners are oblivious to other peoples feelings and giving them more privileges is a backward
step ...it is an affront to the the sanctity of nature..I feel the beach should be a place of peace and
reflection...not a place for dogs to bark and disturb the tranquility of nature.
Excellent use of a largely quiet stretch of beach. Although I would prefer the days be limited to mon-fri
given the traffic, limited parking and higher beach-use on the weekends.
Station Beach was better
We definitely should have off leash areas at the beach but for longer times, especially during winter.
It is usually only locals at the beach during the week so make it all day for these areas .
After the farce of the objections to the Station Beach trial, this can't come soon enough. The lack of
water access for dogs on the Northern Beaches is ridiculous - in fact, the lack of off leash space (cough
return LM Graham to the community cough) is ridiculous in itself.
This will go some short way to starting to redress the balance. Thanks to the councillors + staff (the dog
positive ones at least) for their efforts.
This is taking too long and with too much bureaucracy. Let’s get this done please.
I think there needs to be more places available to dogs and their owners to enjoy the water.
It's hard to believe this unscientific proposal presenting a number of serious health and related issues
once again arises without any attempt to address previously documented issues and concerns with
'dogs on beaches'. These serous concerns have been well documented and the council would be fully
aware: http://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Dogs-Proposal-for-Offleash-on-Pittwater-Beaches.php
Extracts from this submission include: 'The problem with dog poo
Dog droppings pose environmental and health risks. The number of dogs in our shire increases every
year and this can unfortunately result in an increase in the amount of dog droppings in public areas
such as parks, footpaths and beaches.
Dog droppings contain nutrients and can be washed through the stormwater system into natural
waterways including lakes, rivers and beaches. Excess nutrients in our natural waterways can affect
aquatic and other wildlife. They encourage algae blooms that can lead to reduced oxygen levels in our
waterways.
Health Risks
Many diseases can be passed from animals to humans, even if the animal is showing no signs of ill
health. Some of these diseases may be spread by direct or indirect contact with animal faeces.
When dog faeces are left in public places people may inadvertently come into direct contact with it or it
may be washed into waterways following rain bringing swimmers and other recreational water users
into contact with the disease agents contained within it.
The main types of diseases that people can pick up from dogs and their faeces include salmonella, E coli,
campylobacter, giardia, cryptosporidium, roundworm and ringworm.
In NSW the Companion Animals Act makes it an offence to not pick up dog faeces in a public place with
a fine of $275 applicable.'
No attempt is made to address these and other issues in the submission. How can the proposal be
taken seriously? Please explain.
John Golden
44 Neptune Road,
Newport 2106
johngolden50@gmail.com

Many of us have dogs who are part of the family
and they need lots of exercise including ideally running on beaches and swimming
This also helps to get the humans getting more healthy exercise!
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We would gladly visit the northern beaches if we knew we could take our pooch with us for a swim
😎👍
Absolutely!!
Would love nothing more than to see this happen!
north palm beach dogs allowed without time restrictions
Yes! Yes! Yes! Please let us have somewhere where we can actually swim with our dogs in clean and
fresh water that goes above our knees! (And isn’t full of waste run off)
So many families have dogs mow. Especially since Covid. Would love to take my dog to the beach.
Not everyone does the right thing and picks up their dogs poo and you can’t pick urine so that wouldn’t
be very nice lying on sand that has been peed all over.
Most dogs are friendly and would and would happily jump all over someone trying to relax lying on the
beach ! Which I would not appreciate a wet sand dog jumping on me !
I don’t want any dog running around and disturbing the peace of people that want a relaxing day on the
quiet side of the beach.
Local residents have been fighting for this for many years it’s a must have
As long as people clean up after their dogs, there should be no reason why dogs should not be allowed,
on or off leash.
both proposed areas would be a great benefit for dog owners and non owners.
I used to live in Wahroonga and would travel to Bayview dog park every week purely to access the
waterfront dog park. I then moved to newport because of that access for my pets to the waterfront.
However Bayview it is very busy at times so additional areas are needed.
As for non pet owners, In my opinion they also visit Bayview to walk around and enjoy watching the
interaction between the dogs & the waterfront beach.
It goes without saying, walking and playing with your dog at the beach would only enhance overall
physical & mental health for all involved.
Thank you for the forward thinking proposal.
I think the area badly needs a dog friendly beach.
I support more dog off leash areas.
Times should be extended from 3pm to 11am
Station Beach was a better proposal but I think we need to do all we can to open up the beaches early
morning and late afternoon.
As with my previous comments on Mona Vale
This is essential for all dog owners long denied Beach access on the northern beaches unlike other
coastal councils north and south. Please let this happen.
On leash during other times
As a resident of southern Queensland who has access to quite a few dog friendly beaches both in nsw &
Qld lm super surprised that the northern beaches is so far behind on this type of inclusion & accessibly
for ALL constituents of the area.
As long as owners are respectful this would aid the community atmosphere we’re building.
Dog owners come from all over Sydney to enjoy BAyview off leash park. It’s very busy place. We need
more beach areas for dogs to run Dog ownership has quadrupled more parks are needed

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

51

Page 31 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

I think it’s important for the mental health of dog owners and dogs. We have to share our planet and
most dog owners in our vicinity and extremely responsible and community minded.
Some people only have a dog in their life .
National Parks staff do not control this beach and should be reminded of this when they request any
buffers. Their talk about 1080 is a non-issue as dogs are already allowed to be walked on the tracks
through the bush on GPP as is. As for the seals, these are on the opposite corner of Barrenjoey.
This will be very popular, demonstrating that Council is doing the right thing. Please be sure to empty
the bins regularly so as to keep them tidy.
Travelling around Australia with dogs I know we would go out of our way to visit towns with dog
friendly beaches...No dog beach no visit.
Station Beach had the advantage of some shade from the big tree but this location is exposed to full
sun. Is there any chance Council could build a basic shade structure near the bottom of the steps, so
that the elderly could be part of family outings here? Including older folk as much as possible is
important as in many cases it is their dog being taken for a swim.
This area has very few people using it and would be perfect for dogs that like to get wet. I have never
understood why mosman had so many dog friendly beaches but the NB has so few.
There are many many dog lovers in this area. I cannot believe that dogs are not allowed on the beach at
certain times even on leash! North Pam beach would be a great spot. Unfortunately a very few people
will be against- please let the sensible majority make the decision to allow this for the sake of all. Dogs
are such an important part of the community and a positive presence in our lives
There are not enough places to walk dogs on beaches in the area so this would be great.
We need more off leash areas on the northern beaches particularly in the Manly where it is denser and
homes do not have large gardens.
The single entry is not ideal. It will lead to confusion for both dog owners and non-dog owners. Need to
keep it simple if everyone is going to co-existhappily.
This is an absolutely fantastic idea!! It would be such a great addition to the area
This would be an absolute treat for so many locals who have wanted this for a long time. It would also
bring a lot of tourism to the area! You don’t get this in Sydney and I know people would travel to spend
a day in the water with their pooch!
Having specific times of the day that you can have your dog with you will work well because if certain
people aren’t happy with the off leash dogs, they have a time frame to enjoy their time at the beach as
will the dog owners. Win win
I fully support this plan. As easily witnessed by visiting the many off leash beach zones for dogs and
their families on the central coast these areas promote safe and enjoyable spaces for the public to go to
the beach with their dogs. They create a positive sense of community among dog owners and bring dog
lovers and owners to new areas increasing traffic for local business. It is definitely time the Northern
Beaches created more spaces for dog loving families.
Could it possibly be early 3pm or later finish 11am. Also does that mean you can take you dog prior to
these times on leash?
Great idea and well overdue however Remove time restraints should be 24/7. More than happy to see
fines handed out for people not picking up dog poo.
Many residents have dogs on the northern beaches dogs love the beach this is a brilliant idea and must
be pursued
50% of Households have dogs- and 99.9% do the right thing with dog waste. We need more space
everywhere!
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Fairly remote and not heavily used beach, would seem ideal for dog access. Parking might be
challenging, given most people would need to drive to use the area. However, given the hours it should
be outside peak use of the beach and parking overall.
Northern beaches needs off leash areas for dogs, as we have none in the area.
There are no where near enough off leash areas in our council. Half of us are dog owners and we need
space that both our dogs and we can enjoy.
I am not a dog owner but fully support off-leash dog areas for those that can keep their dogs under
control. The area's should be monitored for those not doing the right thing.
We need more places, provide poo bags and there is no issue. People make more ness than dogs, let’s
become more like most other coastal areas where the whole family including dogs can enjoy a day at
the beach.
Allows for more freedom with dog owners and will improve the health of owners as they are more likely
to get out and about spending money and getting fitter saving time and money in hospitals etc
Absolutely support off leash ares on the northern beaches.
I thinks it’s a great idea to allow dogs off leash at these areas. It’s a small percentage of the total
waterfront areas we have access to. We have all seen that during these unprecedented pandemic times
that exercise and mixing with like minded people is essential to health and well-being.
Absolutely need this space. Please also consider something further south like curl curl.
This is a fantastic idea. We visit Bayview off leash dog beach every day but are constantly wishing for
variety of beaches to visit on the northern beaches. Our pup absolutely LOVES off leash time at the dog
beach and we feel this is the only thing lacking for the northern beaches.
No time restrictions.
Good to see that NB Council is looking after dog lovers
I have already bitten by dog. And owner was like it is friendly bit it ended up bitting me. Please reject
this proposal and let many humans like me walk freely.
It has been far too long that our dogs are only able to play in very limited areas.
Bayview on the weekend is terrible - as people come from everywhere to give their dogs a swim. Local
people need somewhere that they can access.
Fully support sharing at least one of our beautiful beaches with doggies, but do both proposals have to
be for areas so far north?? Doesn't make sense when Bayview is also up that way. Why not the northern
area of Long Reef or some of Collaroy Beach that's never in use?
I grew up on the northern beaches and am still a regular visitor. I live next to an off-leash dog park.
Absolutely noone observes the rules and they take the leash off well before the park. I must see 50 offleash dogs directly in front of my place (which is supposed to be a leashed area) on a daily basis. Then
the owners yell at their dog at the tops of their voices (usually directly outside my bedroom window)
because the dog is not behaving. It disturbs the peace. It’s unlikely the owners will keep to the off-leash
area, particularly on a beach, which then ruins it for everyone.
This is welcome and much needed.
Just wondering why the Ricky northern end is off limits..
As with the South Mona Vale proposal, it is very disappointing that the times are so limited as I live
much further up the beaches in Frenchs Forest. It is too late to be able to go on any regular basis and is
really only suitable to people living much closer to Palm Beach, especially in the summer when the
traffic is so bad. Even just an extra few hours would be good, this part of Palm Beach is always very
quiet anyway.
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This will never work. Dogs will go everywhere. Either find an entire beach that can be a dog off leash
area, or find a spot that can be fenced in. That way people who don't want to have dogs attack their
children will know where to go and where not to go. I am personally sick of having dogs jump on me
and my children, scaring them to tears. I am tired of hearing "He's a good dog..." or "She won't hurt
you..." Keep dogs and people separate. And start devoting more time to the humans in this region
rather than their animals.
This is a silly place to have the of leash area. Its difficult to get to for older people. It is an uneven
surface to walk along; the tide and surf can be huge at various time of the year. It is often populated by
semi-nude to nude swimmers hoping for a bit of peace and quiet (and other secretive goings on!) and is
not at all suitable to parents/strollers and small children walking a family dog. Station Beach is by far
the best area for off leash dog under control of their owner.
Whoever suggested this idea as a new place obviously doesn't have a dog or doesnt care and just wants
the family pet to vanish from this beautiful area of our community. The beaches should be shared by
everyone and families walking dogs are part of the backbone of our community. We have no decent
footpaths to walk dogs/or people in our suburb (well maybe the new beach-side one) and having
options for dog walking is to be encouraged.
We need more off leash beach areas on the northern beaches and this is a great option for responsible
pet owners to exercise their dogs
Any off leash beach areas would be very much welcomed however I would also suggest the times be
extended so people can go to the beach through the day with their dogs.
There is a high proportion of dog ownership in the Council and plenty of beachfront for everyone to
enjoy. It is most disappointing that there is nowhere to exercise dogs on the beaches. My wife and I
strongly support this proposal.
For as long as possible and as much area as possible.
In England 1 in 3 beaches is dog friendly at all times and in winter dogs are also allowed on the other
two beaches outside of main hours. Something like this would work as we have so many beaches
Finally somewhere on the beaches to take our dogs!!
This area is barely used at present and dog access would not have any detrimental effect on the flora
and fauna or residents. Indeed for large parts of the year this section of beach is empty while dog
walkers are crammed into the footpath. Access to beaches for families with dogs is long overdue in the
Northern end of the northern beaches. Councils around Australia and around the world manage
perfectly well with numerous options for people with pets.
There is a huge spike in pet owners and not just because of COVID, we need to look to how other cities
and councils have been managing public spaces for people and their pets.
As towns are rapidly developing we are loosing more and more green spaces we will have to look to the
beaches to help provide vital acitivity to people and pets.
With new pet locations comes a new responsibility for councils to adequatley equip these zones with
bins and compostable bags as well as propper signage.
I also am in favor for life guards, council workers to fine those who do no pick up after their dogs mess.
Groups such as Manly unleashed and Northern beaches Dogs unleashed should be contacted as well
their work will help ensure all pet owners adhere to the rules and zoning keeping both pet owners and
visitors happy.
The Northern Beaches community is a very active group, and a large percentage of residents have dogs
who required excercise and socialisation. As long as the dogs are under the control of their owners, and
are cleaned up after, there should be no reason why a section of the beach could not be allocated for
families with dogs. Of course dunes and wildlife areas should remain protected, but most dog owners
are already aware and considerate of these environmental priorities. Dog owners are very limited in the
Northern Beaches for trails and walking areas. This would be an enormous asset to the community, but
I would suggest allowing dogs without time and day of week restrictions. Not everyone works Monday
to Friday, 9-5.
Poo everywhere.
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I wholeheartedly agree with this proposal. It is a step forward in the evolution of our area.
I think it is a great area that could be beneficial for the whole community and more visitors bringing in
more people to come and visit palm beach to boost businesses.
There are already places where dogs can swim.
I think it's a great idea as we have so many lovely beaches in Sydney
With restrictions for dogs
It would be nice to have areas to share with all the family including our fur babies
I suppose it's better than nothing. I would prefer Station beach, but know that it has not been given the
go ahead.
Very sensible area for a dog beach as there are no houses ( no people to upset ) and away from a busy
road therefore quite safe for dogs . Also, plenty of parking available. As a resident of Palm Beach I have
to drive to Bayview to closest dog beach. This takes 1/2 one way. It would be wonderful to have a dog
beach close to home.
Beaches should stay free from dogs for safety of families and hygiene.
Also Palm Beach is surrounded by national park. I don’t think we should even think about having dogs
near it.
Exercising dogs off-leash has so many social and community benefits. The vast majority of dog owners
do ‘the right thing’ and manage their dogs’ impact on the environment. This is long overdue. Thank you
in anticipation.
It is a really bad idea.
The beach should be for people (and birds). Big dogs will run everywhere and are dangerous for small
children and older people. They will interfere with the Home & Away filming and also the people
walking up to the lighthouse; also people who often run along the beach.Off leash dogs also leave their
poo everywhere and it will be unpleasant to walk there always. Please don't make this happen.
Also not all dogs and owners are the same. A blanket rule should not apply to all. Some owners are
irresponsible and or have aggressive large dogs. This perhaps should be taken into consideration as
well. Not all dogs should be off the leash.
Does the council still bait for foxes in the area? wouldn't that be dangerous for off leash dogs?
And all of the revegetation in the area over the years to stabilise the sand and bring back the native
birds and wildlife would be undermined
YES I SUPPORT THE OFFLEASH PROPOSAL
This whole offleash beach access debacle is absolutely farcical.
I question how other councils can make this happen, usually as a result of puplic feedback and yet here
we are - again. Oh and did I mention - without incident, the sky didn't fall.
Can we not just break the holding pattern by making a decision based on what 9 out of 10 people
questioned actually wanted? How hard that can be? Why has it taken this long?
Please understand the importance of spending quality offleash time with our pets. Please understand
that water access is very important at all times of the year, especially in summer. Recognise this is only
at limited times and acknowledge the vast majority of pet owners are responsible people. You manage
to fast track your pet projects when it suits.( It took all of overnight to put new dogs prohibited signs up
on the perfectly suitable Station Beach when you lost the court case) A fact not missed by us, the
majority of rate payers in the area.
It's time to make this happen - this issue is not going away, it's actually gathering momentum.
Big yes! Would love to see more dog friendly beaches. I have lived on the northern beaches all my life
and frequently travel down the coast. I’m always amazed at how many dog friendly beaches they have
down there, majority of beaches have dog friendly areas so that would be amazing if we had more up
here!
Includes weekends. No one uses these areas but experienced older surfers who don’t care if there’s
dogs.
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will this also include station beach as a possible off-leash site? There are not enough off leash water
access areas North of the Narrabeen bridge and Bayview is becoming over-crowded. It is very important
that residents have access to areas where they can socialise with family and friends and their dogs. We
recently got a new puppy and there is not one area that I can walk to from my house in Newport that is
off-leash. This means I have to drive to either Mona Vale or Bayview adding to traffic on the already
congested roads. Please consider making the area north of the Peak at Newport an off-leash area even
if its only in the morning and evening. There are so many people who would benefit from this.
More dogs, less native fauna and flora.
More off leash areas are needed, and this should be extended to some beaches further south
I am a long time Palm Beach resident (much longer than Mr.Kovacs) and was devastated that station
beach was retracted from us, please give us something back to make us and our dogs happy it’s only
fair, money shouldn’t make these changes, communities should!
The area is a very popular and unavoidable walk to get to the Joey for people exercising, families
enjoying the beach & surfers alike. My main objection is based around the following disturbing
incident:
Dog attack on NSW beach leaves 91yo woman dead, four ...https://www.abc.net.au › news › womandead-in-dog-attack. 29 Mar 2020 — A 91-year-old woman dies and four others are sent to hospital after
being set upon by dogs on the loose at a beach on the NSW South Coast.
We desperately need more dog friendly beaches. This is a great start!
It’s good to have designated space that is safe for all.
There is not enough space in the northern beaches for owners to exercise their dogs, and overcrowding
of some of those places can make it unsafe and/or unenjoyable. This area of Palm Beach is ideal as it
minimally affects residents and allows an enjoyable space for community engagement. I live in Mona
Vale and am a big supporter of both the off leash areas, I spend some time at palm beach as a volunteer
surf lifesaver, and would love some more space for my pet to play off-leash up there too every now and
again.
I cant believe this has been going on for so many years. Lets join the rest of the planet and allow a dogs
on the beaches for goodness sake !!!
Whilst most dog owners would do the right thing, there would be a minority of users that wouldn’t
respect the boundaries, venturing into the national park, as well as not respecting the incredibly
sensitive local ecology by not controlling dogs or cleaning up after them.
The Northern Beaches need more off leash areas. The Bayview dog park is often too congested.
Well done on this project. With such a high density of dog owners in this area more off leash areas are
in dire need. I would love to see this sort of implementation at all beaches. As a dog lover I’m not blind
to the odd owner not doing the right thing. I think to be successful in this endeavor it has to be policed
(ranger) to ensure one or two trouble makers does not spoil the benefits for the majority of other
owners.
I saw so much enjoyment from both dogs and their owners when Station Beach was open to dogs.
Please give us somewhere we can run the dogs on a beach. They love the sand and the water and the
whole experience is good for the soul (except the part where you put a sandy, wet dog in your car 😜)!
There is not enough areas in the northern beaches to walk your dog on the beach! When I visit the
central coast I am embarrassed by how many beaches are shared, with no issues!
There are so many amazing beaches up and down the coast that have off leash areas and its shame we
dont have more of them in Sydney
Please ensure there are plenty of dog mess bins
It is a great idea to give dogs a run on North Palm Beach after 4pm and before 10am. As long as Dodd’s
owners are reminded to be responsible and abide by the rules it should work
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No I absolutely oppose this. I am an animal lover and owner and am sick of dog poo and plastic bags
being chucked everywhere. Unsafe for members of the public and unclean. It doesn't work which was
proven with the trial. Also parking in summer is already difficult enough. Dont know why this is even
considered. Bayview dog beach is close enough. Lots of dog attacks there!
No dangerous for kids on the beach. Owners don’t pick up dog poop. Was a dog park in Bayview with
my dog amd saw a dog fight between 4 dogs. Imagine if kids where near there. I’m all for dogs in dog
parks where parents know dogs will be off leash but on a beach with everyone sharing the space is a
step too far.
I think it is a fantastic idea
Dogs should only be off leash in specific parks and not on urban beaches where people swim and walk. I
am against dogs on Palm Beach at all times.
We need somewhere to take our special fur balls. I visit lots of coastal towns and there are always dogs
allowed on the beaches at certain times.
Not enough beach space for so many dogs. Dog owners are rate payers too!
Not enough dog beaches in Sydney, this is a great idea.
It’s about time the Northern Beaches becomes more pet friendly and allows this!
I’m not sure of this is the most access friendly spot for dog owners but there needs to be an option so
am happy for anything at this stage
We also need a proposal for long reef /Dee why areas they already have Bayview further north we only
have curl curl and too much glass there from Old dump tip
Please hurry up and do it
Plus station beach please
As a dog lover I was very miffed when Station Beach was unavailable for dogs. Surely this new location
will not infringe on anyone else and give dog owners a chance to exercise in a sandy/beach
environment.
Allow on-lead at all other times in same area.
There should be a place for people to walk their dogs.
Desperately need more dog areas the current ones are so over populated. Plus humans make more
mess than dogs do when leaving rubbish everywhere
Extend time to 11am.
Off leash areas are a valuable part of our community and should be an focus to create more!
I think it’s a great idea. That part of the beach is often unpopulated and my dog and I would make the
most of an off leash area there!
I think this is a very fair initiative.
I live at Palm Beach and I'm not a dog owner but have sympathy for those who do and for their pets. I
can see this section of Palm Beach from my house and it is rarely used by people at the proposed hours.
Those who do use it then can surely share with responsible dog owners. The 12 month trial is also fair
and appropriate.
Many dogs are better behaved on beaches than a lot of people I see. Dog owners need more options
and flexibility to take care of their dogs ethically - this means more options to walk them, give them the
exercise they require to be healthy, more opportunity to take dogs with them, more opportunity for
social interaction.
Great initiative - dog bags and bin should be made available and reminder to keep it clean.
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Great idea and well thought out boundaries in relation to the National Park and SLSC area
Yes - yes - yes
Northern Beaches Council has no right to prohibit People from using a public piece of land
Wonderful idea!
Ought to be on the Pittwater side! The gradient of the sand at the north palm beach water line is so
steep as to create a constant shore dump and significant rip tides (speaking as a local and surf life
saver!) even at times of small swell. This may well result in those dogs deciding to swim being quickly
sent sailing away, and no doubt, with owners then rushing to their rescue only to be themselves swept
away.
There are not enough places and current dog areas are overwhelmed with dog fights. As a result,
people don’t take them and revert to breaking the rules. I believe a license to have your dog off leash is
essentially for a densely populated area like the NB. If you cannot demonstrate control, you cannot
have your dog off leash. My German Shepherd is an angel and been attacked a dozen times in his 7
years. I’m sick of it. After hours for beaches like Bilgola should also be allowed.
I think this is a fabulous idea and will provide great community amenity.
4pm to 10am is very restrictive,it is dark by 4pm in Winter,I think having some sections 24 hours or at
least from 12pm so the dogs owners can enjoy a swim with them when the sun is shining
No, I don't support a dog off-leash area on any beach anywhere and especially not on beaches in my
area.
I have an adult daughter who is still traumatised from an off leash dog attack on her as child. No dog
should ever be off leash in a public area.
Moreover, dogs should never be allowed on a beach at any time, ever!
I would prefer the area to be at station beach due to the quieter water which would be better for dog
swimming and exercise and has less people. It would also be easier access for rangers to patrol.
I don't live in the area but my family does and I'm often there and would love more dog beaches to visit.
I simply believe Palm Beach is too busy for the inclusion of dogs and the area.
Our dogs need to run!
Extend times so that northern beaches locals outside mona vale have more chance to access. Make
access all day as this area is hardly used by humans who have a huge selection of beach whereas the
many many dog owners have nothing
Suggest moving the Northern boundary to the edge of the national park and making the length 680m.
As a resident being able to access a clean beach that my dog can swim along with the family is one of
the reasons for having moved to the LGA. I agree to the sectioned area however without time
restrictions would be ideal.
Think this is a great idea!
It would be great to have this area for dogs to go off-leash
Every dog and it’s owner should have free and ease access to off leash areas within their local
community. It’s a necessity not a privilege.
Dogs having access to this area of PB is not a suitable option. This is a busy beach and I feel it will create
too much friction with the public.
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After living with my dog in mollymook and Bawley point it's shocking to see how little acceptance there
is for dog owners to enjoy time with their dog by the ocean. The only places where dogs can swim are
over congested because there is a high population of dog owners on the northern beaches who are
forced to go to one area. It's ridiculous and this is a well needed change. Furthermore, if the opposing
side of this argument dare say that it's bad for the environment to have dogs on the beach they need to
take a walk along palm beach after a busy summer's day and have a look at the amount of rubbish
humans leave behind!! They need to redirect that argument...
The northern beaches area is currently greatly under supplied with facilities for the huge number of dog
owners in the area.
This area won’t affect others so it’s a big yes for me.
This would be amazing! Fantastic idea.
we need more of this like the rest of the world
It would be great to extend the time during weekdays to all day during autumn to spring to allow locals
to utilise the beach area with the whole family. Provide dog bag suspensers to actively encourage dog
owners to pick up droppings (especially if they may have forgotten a bag or run out of bags).
Yes and esp during winter beaches are pretty empty in the mornings ; why can’t we extend to other
beaches eg 530-9 am .
There are no where near enough off lead with water areas for dogs on the beaches - you just need to
look up and down the East coast in North & South councils
Due to wildlife concerns- there are fairy penguins in the area that often come up on the beach..
With few other safe options on the upper northern beaches, we need a safe place to allow our dogs to
run
Would be a great thing for dog owners and pups, no reason why not to!
I think it’s about time this happens. We are behind the rest of some areas in NSW and other states.
Looking forward to it.
Currently nowhere on the northern beaches where I can surf and we can have a family day at the beach
with the dog. This is very much needed.
For hygiene and people safety, dogs should not be allowed on beaches.
As a general comment on dog owners behaviour, there are more and more of them that have their dogs
off leash out of the authorised areas. More controls should be enforced before allowing more off leash
areas.
Great initiative, need more dog friendly beaches in Sydney
No one really uses north palm beach as an area to sit and relax like they do south palm beach. It’s pretty
much surfers and runners on the wet sand. I totally think some doggies would love to benefit from the
beach area. Especially because you can be fined everywhere else on the beaches - which is stupid 😊
Absolutely 100% support.
Well overdue . But 400 m ?? That’s not enough area for good run on the beach
Wonderful!
It’s incredibly important to provide more areas for to be available for dogs and their families that enjoy
the water. The current areas are either too small, too far away or too polluted for safe swimming. The
south coast of nsw should be used as an example. Majority of beaches are dog friendly (leashed) which
allows dog owners and families to spread out and enjoy the beaches without impeding on those who
may not like the company of dogs. Please allow this to proceed.
There is a severe lack of dog friendly beaches in Sydney and fully support this proposal.

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

59

Page 39 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

Need more of this, my dog loves the sand!
This would be a fantastic and much needed space for the furry residents of the beaches.
We are northern beaches residents and love the dog friendly beaches at curl curl and Bayview. It would
be lovely to have more on the north side of the beaches.
We’ve been waiting for this for some time! Can’t wait to bring our dogs to the beach. I’d recommend
there being a dog washing area at the entry and exit points of these areas.
About time this was provided.
The more off lead dog beaches is a must
Area could be larger,... extent right up to the headland.
There are very limited off leash dog beaches in Sydney, this is a fantastic initiative,
Totally support but think the area is too small.
Fully support this! Would like to see the same changes made lower on the northern beaches also like
long reef/Dee why/curl curl. Curl curl lagoon is dangerous for dogs and there a very limited options for
dog owners to walk on the sand with their dogs. Northern NSW and QLD have some great
arrangements with dogs on beaches would like to see the same on the northern beaches!
Yes, with no time restriction, currently there are no ocean beaches with dog off-leash areas on the
beaches.
Absolutely, will be a fantastic inclusion for our four legged freinds.
Please consider an option on the Pittwater side also
This will be amazing!
For such a large country with lively wide open spaces there should be multiple areas for people to take
their dogs. Dogs of many breeds and sizes not only provide great companionship but encourage their
owners and families to get out into the fresh air which is good for mental and physical activity.
Please give us a beach to walk our dogs on. Fully supportive. Can’t come soon enough.
No way, I’m a dog owner but too many owner can’t control their dogs off the leash. Can’t control, nor
pick up their shite... My dog was ruined at Bayview by poorly trained owners, so much so, that she can’t
socialise with other dogs now. Unfortunately the minority ruin it for the majority but in this case there’s
no room for more off leash areas. If you can’t keep’em on a leash, don’t let’em off the leash. You can
use that saying... maybe on a sign at the off the leash parks haha.
The off leash area should be much bigger. There should also be off leash beach area around Sandy Point
& at a appropriate area in Careel Bay. Avalon’s current off leash areas are very poor in comparison to
other areas in the Pittwater region. My dogs are running/speed dogs who need open areas to run &
chase. The current off leash areas do not have enough open space... too wooded & the soccer fields are
off limits. In comparison, Mona Vale area has open areas at the beach area & at Bayview. Current areas
are inadequate!
It would be great to share more of our beach space with (well behaved ) dogs and their owners.
I’ve seen the impacts of dogs on our precious, declining, defenceless, NATIVE wildlife first-hand. It’s in
dogs’ nature to hunt. Not to mention the people who don’t pick up after their dogs (consciously or
otherwise). And what about the urine that can’t be picked up? I certainly don’t want to lye on dog wee.
I’m not allowed to urinate on the sand, why should it be ok for your dogs? I go to North Palm Beach to
get away from the constant barking of the dogs that surround my house,
yes
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Have you ever been to the beach, minding your own business, relaxing , And then had a dog come over
and jump on you, startle you, run off with something from your possession? Not fun let me tell you. I’ve
had a large dog jump up on my two year old and knock her over and scared my child to death. Why do
we need dog poop on the beach? Most owners of dogs won’t pickup poop. I See it now. Surely we have
dog parks instead?
Fantastic idea parts of narrabeen should be considered as well
I have recently moved back from Byron where humans and dogs live in perfect harmony on the
beaches! As do they in the rest of Australia! NSW needs to stop being so backward and look at the
statistics of local families with DOGS!
Would love more off leash beach areas. Dogs love the beach.
This should have been approved a long time ago. If not free to use all the time, the off peak/on peak
different rules definitely works example Bundeena beach Sutherland Shire and time frames for dog
owners for off leash/on leash definitely works like in the Pacific Palms area Mid-Coast Council region.
Absolutely! It’s about time Palm Beach catered for those with dogs. It’s unbelievable that anyone would
have objection, when just the other day I saw a large pile of rubbish left sitting on the beach from
humans! WE humans are the ones who should have regulations, not
This also needs to be considered for the middle of Dee why beach and Long reef beach
Long overdue it’s ridiculous that we don’t have any dog off leash beaches on the northern beaches ,
Fantastic idea. 99% of dog owners will look after this space and they will let others know if they don’t.
Dogs are incredible companions and people socialize while the dogs do the same. I have made so many
lovely friends of all ages because of my dog. Palmy would be great for a walk! Yes!!! Let’s do it.
Strongly support.
We definitely need more dog friendly spaces.
I completely support this project
There are not enough safe off leash areas and this is a small step in the right direction.
All for it!
I am so excited to have some more dog friendly spaces in the Northern Beaches. It's one of the least dog
friendly places I have been and this would go a long way to improving the quality of life of my dog and
my family. It would mean the world to us to be able to take our pet out with us to these spaces.
I still believe Station Beach to be the perfect location however this proposed alternative is better than
none!
I am not in support of mixed use areas (I.e. part of beach is for this, part of beach is for that). In my
experience that never works. Unfortunately dogs (and many dog owners) don't obey the signs/rules,
meaning they will interfere with the national park wildlife and also people who don't want to be
jumped on, licked and barked at by dogs.
A far better solution are dedicated off leash dog areas (and dedicated areas where dogs are not
allowed). I am all in favour of more off leash dog parks being built, and would go so far as to say it
would be good to dedicate a beach/bay to dogs. But having these mixed areas is not a long term viable
solution (more complaints, more dog attacks, more tension between dog owners and non-dog owners
etc).
It would make me and my friends visits the area often as we Connor leave the house without our
puppy’s. Yeah
100% YES! We need more freedom for our beloved pups.
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Yes, I am very supportive of more beach access for dogs and their owners. Council puts in so much
money and effort for organised sport such as soccer and rugby. The same amount of effort and money
should be applied to parks and beach areas where dog owners can exercise with their dogs. Thank you
for giving these areas a trial.
1. Dogs disrupt and destruct the native flora & fauna. Coastlines are especially vulnerable to minor
changes in ecology
2. Some dogs are aggressive to passers-by - we have seen recent dog attacks not just in the Northern
Beaches but elsewhere in Sydney (see recent attacks in Palm Beach & Mosman just in the last 12mths)
3. If you love being licked by strangers that's great but just because you like dogs doesn't mean
everyone else does! I have no problem with people liking dogs, I do have a problem when dog-owners
assume everyone else likes dogs.
Yes, currently doing a big lap with our dog and the more places that allow dogs off leashes or just dog
friendly the better. They are part of the family.
For goodness sakes. Just get on with it and do it. There is MORE THAN ENOUGH SPACE for everyone
and their dog !
I have moved out of the area as there were no proper beaches I could take my dog and I think the
community really needs this space.
That would be fantastic!!!
Council must supply bags and bins
Some people will never pick up dog poo and ruin it for everyone else.
24 Hour access to specific parts of the beach. It would be lovely to be able to go to the beach with
friends and also take my dog.
I don’t wish to lie in dog scat
Fair and equitable use of beaches for all is important. I pay a range of fees and taxes including a
registration fee for my animals and get very little benefit.
YES PLEASE
We and our pets need more open areas for exercise and wellbeing.
We definitely need this.
More access for dogs and owners the better!!
We would love somewhere to go as a whole family of 4, including our little 5 year old shihzu-x. We love
going up and down the coast of NSW purely for the dog beaches and think this will benefit the area
immensely!
Dog poo, people do not clean up and we walk there regularly
It's a big beach, suitable for sharing.
This is a great initiative. As an owner of a rescue dog with separation anxiety, being able to get into the
ocean for my own mental well being, whilst with my dog, without having to drive to the central coast,
will be wonderful.
I am a dog owner and believe there should be more leash free areas for dogs near the water
I think the proposal would provide a much needed area for dogs to exercise, while causing minimal
inconvenience to other beach users.
Please consider a hand railing down the steps to the beach?
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Dogs are a part of the family, like humans they need exercise it’s responsible pet ownership.
Everyone deserves to enjoy our beautiful beaches even if we can’t afford to live right by them.
Let those that never speak ill of others, don’t argue over politics, never get angry at you for leaving
them alone while you go to work, don’t complain when you feed them the same meal for breakfast and
dinner 7 days a week, always happy to see you, always bring you happiness, always give you
unconditional love, it’s a no brainer! So much joy in watching them run free, bring on the dog off-lead
please!
People are spoilt for choice, people with dogs are not! Let’s make this happen!!
Need more locations to walk dogs off leash on the northern beaches
North of northern beaches is desperate for a off leash beach area
It would be nice for people to have a beach to take there 4 legged family member to the beach with
them, especially since they'd have an area specifically for them which is away from the main beach
area.
It will create a very chaotic and unsafe space in what is currently one of the nicest and most peaceful
walks on the northern beaches. Dogs jumping and chasing fills me with dread. I do volunteer patrols at
NPB. It will also add to the patrol work load. A lot of visitors to the beach will be inconvenienced by
dogs
We need more dog beaches on the northern beaches - mona vale and palm beach would be perfect and
bring more business to the area
Yes please!! It was absolutely devastating when you made dogs prohibited again on Station Beach... it
was such a lovely experience for my dog and family, with other wonderful dogs and families
Great idea
Absolutely dogs and owners need more beaches similar to the eastern suburbs and the shire have more
I can’t believe how stingy humans are to dogs. We destroy habitat for so many creatures and then
won’t even give a tiny patch of beach for dogs to play at from 10am to 4pm.
Please extend the hours and extend it to give dogs a space on every beach in the northern beaches.
Future generations will and should judge us for being so selfish.
I support the proposed Palm Beach off leash dog area but would like to see this area heavily policed
during the trial.I use the Shelley beach off leash dog area on the central coast every Saturday morning
and about 5% of the dog owners do not pick up after their dogs. This gives all dog owners a bad name
and ruins it for the responsible dog owners.The selfish people who don't pick up after their dogs should
be given $500.00 on the spot fines- no exceptions even during the trial.
Its the most suitable stretch of beach in my opinion - could be a little longer than 400m though ideally
but a really positive way forward for all us dog owners and a stretch of beach that is very little used. I
strongly support this as would many others in our community. Thank you.
Both areas are located quite north of the northern beaches without existing dog areas in the area.
Would be beneficial to have at least North Curl Curl listed as it has the path, lagoon and the beach
would make it better for users to go for an afternoon run and swim with man’s best friend
Off leash area should extend farther North all the way to the rocks of Barrenjoey.
I loss my dog last year to illness, & it is sad that she never had freedom to run on our beaches(:
This would be a lovely off leash area for our dogs on the Northern Beaches. We do not have anywhere
near enough places to take our dogs, so this would be great.
Please open the hours up for early mornings as well and longer hours. Say 3pm-11am. This gives 4 hours
in the middle of the day for those beach goers etc where there won’t be dogs about. I think that is fair.
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I don’t believe dog owners have adequate control of their dogs to allow unleashed access to beaches.
Dog population numbers have exploded on the northern beaches of late, and already, there is a severe
lack of rangers policing current off leash areas - adding more places would stretch rangers even further,
and it worries me greatly that such designated areas will be one problematic. Eg - No dogs allowed on
curl curl beach yet EVERY evening I see lots of dogs running free on the beach with no consequences to
their owners! Without policing, irresponsible dog owners won’t do as is required making this idea a
terrible one in my opinion
Will bring so much joy
We live in Avalon, dog desperately need to cool themselves when summer her, only lace we could go is
Bayview, is so busy there.
Maybe the space could extend a bit closer to the headland - there is no sensible reason why National
Parks would seek to limit this, as the dogs can't climb the cliffs.
Could council please improve the steps so it's safer for the elderly with their dogs?
We really need a beach where we can run with our dogs, please let us have Palm Beach. Jervis Bay do
this really well, we need to as well.
So many people with dogs and no where to take them on the Northern Beaches! This part of the beach
doesn’t really get used let’s us have some fun and exercise with our dogs please.
It is important for a dog's development to have large areas for dogs to move as nature intended. This
leads to better behaviour and fewer problems for Council in the neighbourhoods associated with
resource guarding and boredom barking.
Yes please, this would be amazing!
Great idea!
Absolutely we need a dog friendly beach in the beaches.
It's not used very much to lay on. It's out of the way for beach lovers.
Would be long overdue
I am a dog owner and walk my dog twice daily. I have had too many bad experiences with "off leash"
areas where dog owners let their dog go nuts, run around and cause havoc (and leading sometimes to
attacks). After having our dog attacked multiple times we no longer go to off leash areas - at most we
use the enclosed fenced small areas when we have total control of the situation.
I would love however for it to be an on-leash area. Our dog loves to run on the beach and it would be
fantastic to be able to take her down to a long beach like that and run with her. The area needs more
places where its ok to take your dog for a walk apart from the roads and sidewalks.
Excellent idea, please ensure poo bags are located at the entry points.
Absolutely! People and pooches need to be able to enjoy the outdoors together. Designated off-leash
beaches are respected and hugely successful all over the coast of NSW including the Central Coast,
South Coast, Northern Rivers etc and beyond in Vic, QLD, SA, the NT etc. The more off-leash beaches we
have in Sydney, the more people and their pooches spread out so any concerns from residents about
being swamped by out-of-zoners can be allayed. Swimming and soft sand is incredibly good for dogs’
health, fitness and wellbeing as it is for their owners.
Dogs love to run on beach in and out of water. The suggested are is usually quiet, not many
kids/swimmers.
Provided dog owners clean up after their dogs I have no objection to this proposal.
Our family will love this, thank you, thank you.
Yes please
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We need more of these
It would be great to have at least one dog friendly beach in the northern beaches area, but should not
be promoted widely as it will become a destination and you will have people not taking responsibility of
their dog and disposals.
Provision should also be made for an off-leash area on Pittwater in Palm Beach Walking on the sand to
the proposed area at Nth Palm Beach and surf conditions may not be suitable/appropriate for
older/less mobile people and/or dogs. This group really need the health, social and well-being benefits
of walking their dogs in a safe, fairy level and accessible area.
Looking forward to more dog friendly beaches. Thanks
There needs to be a beach on the northern beaches where our fur babies can run around off their
leashes
Should be any time any day. No set times
I would be great to have just a couple dog beaches
Hope it continues to be off leash after the trial. This can't happen quick enough, to get people out and
enjoying a stretch of beach with their dog.
Amazing!! This is needed so badly!!
Strongly support more beaches on the Northern Beaches been dog friendly. Everywhere else is so dog
friendly, it makes it so difficult to live her with an active dog.
Extend the hours during winter to allow more day hours when beach is less crowded.
Great idea
There are many dogs in our area and they need to be exercised safely
Absolutely we need this!
Please also consider curl curl to allow an area where both owners and dogs can swim. The canal is
totally polluted and dangerous for human swimming. Even if you just do timed zones at start snd end of
day that would be better than what we are putting up with now in terms of limited. Both swimming and
dogs are critical to mental health and well being. Cmon northern beaches council get this right so there
is space for us all. Please keep pushing like this! Thank you
Essential for owners and dogs!! Can’t believe we don’t have this!
On the northern beaches we need more off leash areas for dogs
More areas for Dogs needed.
Definitely
Change is well overdue. Dogs are an important part of the community for many families. Many other
Councils have advanced dog friendly beaches with great success. Time for action.
Yes please
Yes!! Please! I have two kelpies that love to swim and cool down in the water. There is nowhere our
side of the bridge for them to enjoy the water as much as we do!
If there is bags provided and accessible bins just like Careel Bay Dog Park it will be a success.
Should not be considered whilst dog owners continue to let their dogs foul the footpaths, even within
10mtrs of Woolworths Avalon main entrance;
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Concerned about increased risk to humans health due to
1 ) dog urine
2 ) dog poop
3) dogs attacking child / human as result of 2 x dogs getting aggressive/ overly excited
4) reduction on quality of human mindfulness due to dogs barking / growling , etc
5) reduction in family enjoyment if a member is afraid of dogs , then they won't be free to go to beach
during " dog beach timeframes "
There's are lots of dog friendly spaces provided in Northern Beaches ( 28x parks lagoons , beaches , etc )
. In addition there's loads of dog friendly areas on paths , in cafes , shops , etc .
I can’t wait to enjoy our beaches on our daily dog walks!
For too long this Council has been either anti dog or just dragging it's feet. Palm Beach, Mona Vale
Beach, Newport Beach (and Station Beach) are all excellent opportunities to share our community
resources amongst ALL NB residents. Just d ok it and do it NOW...no more procrastination.
Fantastic initiative and given it’s only allowed at certain times and on a small section means it will not
inconvenience others.
Dogs bite, poo and attack wildlife
Long overdue - compare our area with Gold Coast with multiple areas and some of the cleanest beaches
on the country. Well done
Great to have an off leash option on the beach
About time!
Absolutely in support. As a member of the community for such a long time, alongside many fellow
residents and dog owners, we understand the importance of responsible off-leash areas for our four
legged friends.
In gathering enough support and lending an ear to the many residents and visitors to the Palm Beach
area I believe we are in need of dedicating this area for off-leash. The demand being so high, I do
anticipate the proposed change will only bring a positive outcome for the entire community as well as
dog owners in respecting the right for off-leash. I hope this contributes to a long list of passionate
dedicated fur friends and the result is pawsitively rewarding.
Our Pittwater off leash areas are overcrowded to the point of dangerous. I see other councils manage
to provide their residents and pets with far more amenity than we get - several of my local assigned dog
areas are beside busy roads with no fencing - I want better, the beaches are essential and we need
more parks too
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(1) “Increased traffic and restricted access to Mona Vale Hospital”: increased numbers of dog owners
driving to exercise their dogs on Mona Vale (South) will worsen the already congested traffic and
demand for parking spaces, not ignoring public holidays and summer holidays.
(2) “Hydrology, water quality and sediments”: concern about fouling of the water from dog urine and
faeces, resulting in poor water quality and an unpleasant swimming environment for people.
(3) “Terrestrial biodiversity”: off leash dogs can disturb wildlife, such as migratory birds, by chasing
them and disrupting them nesting and feeding on beaches.
(4) “Migration to Mona Vale Beach (North) over time”: little stopping unleashed dogs running up to
Mona Vale (North), over time. Unleashed dogs are currently seen sporadically throughout most days
from ‘mid’ to ‘south’ Mona Vale Beach…ignoring current policy.
(5) “Impact on evening beach walkers, runners etc.”; after work/school walks will be restricted, as
many, especially young children are anxious when within close proximity of dogs, especially unleased
dogs.
(6) “Socio-economic”: the amenity of theses beaches are valued, particularly the pristine beach and the
unique view of the sunset. A key concern is the change of use from a low-key, pristine informal
recreation beach to a ‘dog beach’ that will alter the character and use of the beach. People who don’t
like dogs or don’t want to share the beach with a large number of dogs will be excluded from the beach
in the late afternoons when many people like to use the beach to avoid the midday sun. Families with
children, walkers, bathers, tourists and fishers will be most affected by off leash dogs. Some people who
don’t own dogs are fearful of confrontations with dog owners who don’t follow the rules.
(7) “Waste management”: dog faeces would be left on the beach, or dog waste bags not properly
disposed of in bins.
(8.) “Noise”: local residents, tourist, surfers, swimmers and bathers will be affected by dogs barking
when they are let off leash.
(9) “Safety of visitors to the beach from dogs”. Other beach users, particularly families with children,
the elderly, local residents, walkers and joggers, are at risk from harassment and unprovoked attacks by
off leash dogs particularly in the late afternoons when they like to use the beach. Many beach users fear
that dog owners will not be able to control their unleashed dogs.
(10) “Visual impact of regulatory signs.”
(11) “Public health” concerns from dog urine and faecal contamination, particularly from playing in
sand, and walking on sand, and in the water.
(12) “Impact of dogs and visitors on the structural integrity and stability of the beach.”
(13)“ Migration to other beaches across the Northern Beaches”; any new policies will be a basis for
policy expansion across other beaches
(14) “Marine biodiversity”: A dog swimming area at Palm Beach (North) or Mona Vale Beach (South) is
contrary to Commonwealth, State and Northern Beaches Council legislation and policies. I.e. protection
of Habitat for marine species, particularly those endangered.
North and south of the off leash areas dogs should not be prohibited but instead be allowed on leash.
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Strongly oppose the trial of an off the lead dog park at Mona Vale beach
No fence means dogs can injure people on the beach or run to another section.
Dog droppings ruin amenity of beach for swimmers and surfers but also those who walk up and down
the beach for exercise
Insufficient parking in the area so dogs will be brought through the main section of the beach to the
proposed off the lead area
Current off the lead dog parks are not effectively monitored - the timed sessions proposed will not be
enforced so general public will lose access to that section of the beach 24/7
There is a pandemic- people use outdoor spaces for exercise, losing access to a space frequently used
for public exercise- that is walking up and down the beach for exercise is untenable.
There are already sufficient off the lead water access dog parks in the area. There is one at at Rowland
reserve at bayview.
Rowling’s reserve is not well maintained. It smells and there is always some excrement left on the
ground and the bins are not cleaned frequently enough leaving an awful smell. This will also occur at
Mona Vale beach.
Many people fear dogs without a fenced area they will loose access to a public area.
No rangers ever monitor or enforce the no dogs signs. The proposal will have to effect of both ends of
the beach being unusable by families.
taking away public amenities for a privileged portion of the population is untenable.
4pm- 10am is not an appropriate time to lose the amenity of a section of public beach especially in
summer, when families with children are told to stay out of the sun during high UV periods.
Without lighting dog owners will not be able to see and pick up excrement if a dog relives themselves
200 meters away.
The general public walks on the beach barefoot. Stepping in dog poo, the fear of stepping in dog poo
will ruin enjoyment of the beach.
Council does not have a strong track record of ensuring dangerous dogs are destroyed. Young children
are frequently brought to beaches. The council is opening itself up to a great deal of risk.
Needs to be longer!
I strongly agree there should be an area designated for off-leash exercise for the dogs.
Ecosystem degradation, there are already dog beaches on the northern beaches.
The beach is everyone’s to use. Like anything, the majority look after what they’ve been given. It’s
always a minority whether it’s this topic or any other topic, that abuse the system. The minority should
not affect the majorities enjoyment of what is rightfully theirs. We all pay rates, we all love our
Northern Beaches area, and we all should have a right to use it with our whole family, and that includes
our dogs.
Dogs love the sand and water, love being with their human family and complete a family unit. They
have been scientifically and emotionally proven to add tremendous value to a family’s well being and
mental health - they should never be left out, they are family.
The Northern Beaches lacks beach facilities and the fact that we are not progressive enough to have
shared beach access for dog owners to us disgusting and poor. It adds measurable stress to dog owners
knowing there are limited areas we all need to cram into, and many choose not to because of safety
issues - too many in one spot is unwise. Give it a year trial, and then review if need be.
Thank you
We need more beaches for dogs, but need ensure owners are responsible for behaviour and picking up
waste
These beautiful beaches should be enjoyed by dogs and their owners together, in controlled
environment. This is such an important step forward for the dog loving community. Please let this
happen!
No brainer. Seldom used beach, perfect for dog exercise.
I feel the hours should be longer. There is plenty of beach for everyone without dogs to use. Give
people a space so they can hang with their furry friends during the day also.
I live in Germany at the moment and there's soo many places to take your dog and it is amazing. Byron
Bay also has a good dog area of the beach
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We need more off leash areas on the northern beaches for responsible dog owners.
Would like Curl Curl included as well
So many councils in Australia embrace off leash areas. It’s sad that the vocal opposers always seem to
win out on the northern beaches
Dogs scare the native birds
Fantastic, we don't have enough areas for our pets to share
Great idea, do it
Wonderful
Brilliant idea
Would like to keep this beautiful beach free from dog droppings
also many owners let their dogs run free -without supervising where and when they decide to urinate quite often on personal belongings left on towels etc.
This would be amazing for the dogs and the community. Dogs have a great way of connecting people
who otherwise may not have anyone to talk to or interact with. We need more of these places across
the peninsula. Thank you for proposing this :)
Just a great idea and so good for the communicate. Very very supportive
Absolutely YES!
I support more of leash areas in our community.
Great spot with minimal contact to swimmers etc. A very un-used area that could be put to better use
for the many dog owners in this area.
DOGS DO NOT BELONG ON BEACHES - THE IMPACT ON WILDLIFE LIVING HERE AND THAT COMING
ASHORE CANNOT BE TOLERATED. ADD TO THIS THE ATTITUDE OF THOSE WHO TAKE DOGS OFF LEASH
EVERYWHERE PRESENTLY, SOME OF THEM QUITE HAPPY TO HAVE ACTUAL FIST FIGHTS, AND YOU WILL
HAVE DESTROYED THIS PLACE. YOU'RE A DISGRACE!
Dogs are a way of life and council needs to keep on top of reviewing and providing for the needs of
residents with pets, especially given the number of dogs have increased since Covid
As someone who is not comfortable around dogs and has young children, it would greatly impact our
ability to go to the beach and feel safe. Would be such a shame as it’s one of the only free places to go
and relax and enjoy ourselves currently.
Not enough dog friendly beach in Sydney.
Foster have all beaches dog friendly, we can all work together so our dogs have the freedom to run like
the wind.
Yes with no time restrictions.
I feel 4pm to 10am times for off-leash are not good enough. You KNOW that people will only go during
the warmer hours of the day. Please make this more suitable.
The beach is great exercise for both dogs and humans. The salt water if very healthy for the dogs coats
sand and water will add a different type of exercise strengthening wise
And hydro therapy (water, floating) for dogs with walking or back difficulties is a blessing and freedoms
for them
Enjoyment for all
Sun, fresh air and exercise is that not what we promote for a healthy life and
We are so lucky to be able to enjoy the beach in Australia all year round
This is a great idea. There should be many more dog beaches. There are so many dogs in the Northern
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Beaches and responsible owners and there four legged family members should be able to enjoy all of it
Thank you for considering this proposal favourably
Unless NBC police current off and on leash areas in my view some people will be rewarded with more
zones, while continuing to violate council by laws in leashed zones.
No keep our beaches for people not dogs
It is important to have these areas allocated as many families have pet dogs that need some space to
run around.
Appears to have considerable merit based on the information available and is a good addition to the
current Northern Beaches limited facilities. Suggested area times will hardly impinge on other users of
the beach area given taht they are outside of what I regard as core beach hours.
Not suitable for the elderly or mums and children. Uneven surface. Over 60’s would find it very hard to
walk on the soft sand. Hard to get to from car park. If I had a dog I would not walk along the proposed
section when dog sitting my sons dog. I would find impossible along that stretch of sand.
Area should be along Station beach from boathouse towards lighthouse. Parking easy and sand easy for
everyone to walk on - flat. Whoever came up with the idea of the ocean side has rocks in their head
and has obviously not observed people and their dogs. I walked everyday on the section which was
previously allowed and never found any dog owners doing the wrong thing.
Council needs to reassess location to station beach.
Please provide more beaches. Before 9am and after 4pm makes perfect sense.
Areas like Nelson bay have lots of off leash places, I’ve never had a problem there. It’s fun, it works, we
need to move forward, not just at the northern end of the beaches but the southern part too!
I am a dog owner who we both love the water and beach. Having an area we can go for a walk together
where we both enjoy the water and beach in our local area would be amazing and such a refreshing
change, and positive contribution to the mental health of our community. A large number of us have
mental health and for myself personally the beach is a place I go to calm my mind and destress. Being
able to do this with my best friend (my dog) and enjoy the time together.
My submission is as a non-dog owner, but acknowledges that 55% of householders in the NBC are dogowners. There are 14 surf beaches within NBC jurisdiction. Whilst the proposed initiative would
provide pleasure for dogs the likely numbers attracted to such limited spaced could impinge upon
unrelated social events such as family picnics or just peaceful sun-dozing and the like, both of which
however are also complimentary to family or perhaps companionship to the lonely and bereaved.
I basically support Council's immediate initiative and respectfully suggest extension of the southern
boundary by 200mts and by 180mts at the northern end would provide realistic protection of adjacent
areas whilst enhancing the lives of a majority of NBC rate-payers, including probably at least some of
more open-minded non-dog-owners.
There are currently too many dogs off leash already at Governor Phillip Park and I don’t feel safe
walking around there as it is. There are no rangers to stop them. There are no signs saying it’s not off
leash. If you approve north Palmy then it is going to be much much worse.
Would be a great place for an off lead dog beach! I often travel out to enjoy the northern beaches
particularly the palm beach area with my dog and always struggle to find a beach near by without
having to travel too far from palm beach.
Definitely not to be used for dogs.
Dogs dig, scratch at everything, make holes everywhere, tree roots are inundated and they cause
erosion.
Aboriginal middens are to be protected by Commonwealth law.
ABORIGINAL MIDDENS ARE TO BE PROTECTED IN THAT AREA.
This chase over dogs is bad for the environment,
people shouldn't have dogs in areas that are sparse if they cannot put them in their own backyard.
These are just comments but all your suggestions seem so crazy and unproductive and one-sided.
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How about a proposal to protect the middens, which were covered over to stop erosion of the sand in
the first place.

If a dog relieves themselves traces are left then picked up by a barefoot person...
It’s common sense that it’s not a great idea.
Cate Norton
Brings such joy to almost all people and def all the dogs
Yes! We need more space for our dogs!! Thank you.
Amazing initiative so many dogs and healthy way for community to interact with each other
Without question there should be an off leash area for dogs somewhere in Palm Beach. The area
identified would work very well as it allows the dogs to enjoy both the beach and the water and not too
close to roads or activity nearby. I had thought initially that the other side of the land on the Pittwater
side to be the obvious area - more towards the headland but anywhere on the beach would be
excellent.
It has been such a problem finding off leash areas even nearby - most dog owners are responsible and
would be thrilled to be able to exercise their dogs enjoying our wonderful landscape.
Having just come back from the South Coast - it reminded me how incredibly tough we are on dog
owners - in that part of the world dogs are allowed on the majority of beaches within certain areas
totally off leash at any time of the day - however I would be happy with restricted hours if needs be!
A wonderful idea for our beautiful dogs
Our furry friends love a walk along the beach on the sand
I wholeheartedly support this!
That would be fantastic for all dogs as long as owners watch them carefully and pick up after their dogs
Thank you for considering the needs of the community.
Yes, should be allowed on the entire beach for all beaches on the Northern Beaches.
There is not a single surf beach in the northern beaches where dogs can walk. Central coast has so
many. Green hills at Cronulla has one. Living in Pymble they’re at least 60 minutes drive away!
Extend north to the headland.
The sign is wrong - please replace with the correct sign otherwise we will get the wrong feedback and
these off leash areas are desperately needed!
Thank you very much
There needs to be one off leash area. I wholly support this movement.
On the basis there are significant deterrents for people not picking up dog matter.
I am so grateful the council is considering more off lead areas. I hope this will go through and not be
blocked by a small number of self interested individuals.
In future, I would like council to consider areas that do nit have off lead dog areas in the near vicinity Eg
Newport or Avalon. A compromise could be shorter hours when the beaches tend to be quite empty
4pm to 9 am or 4:30pm to 8:30am.
Thanks for considering. Kerrin
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An off leash dog beach is essential in palm beach for the well-being of all the dogs (and owners) in the
area and the proposed off leash zone is very sensible. Please approve it. We were devastated that the
station beach off leash area was closed. All the dogs and dog owners got so much pleasure from the off
leash dog beach while it lasted. Please open the off leash area of palm beach.
Excellent proposal. Thank you.
That Rangers patrol out of permitted hours and that there will be no more applications for off leash
beach areas in this district (once known as Pittwater LGA) as there are already other free areas for
dogs. Please remember that the safety of people & wildlife should always be ensured.
I think it is essential as there are a number of water loving dogs in Palm Beach that need a place to swim
& socialise.
Please don't create an off leash dog walking area at Palm Beach. There is an off leash dog walk between
Palm Beach and Whale beach . there is another off leash , also they can swim at Bay view. When people
buy a dog they should check to see what they need.Thousands of people come to enjoy Palm Beach,
they don't come here to be in the middle an off leash dog area!
Think it is a brilliant idea
Yes yes yes. Dogs are part of the family.
People that don’t like dogs can use one of the other 18 beaches on the peninsula.
Would like to see the dog access on the ocean side not Pittwater side.
Bayview dog area is worn out from too much use - we need both these beach areas.
Please ignore that troublemaker from Pittwater Online News - she's from Tasmania and does not speak
for NBC locals.
Long overdue
There needs to be more dog friendly areas on the beaches. I would just recommend you have doggy
bags and bins to support owners to do the right thing or help out if they forgot their bags.
Hand rail down the steps would be much appreciated
Fantastic location suits all
We need more areas in the community that are dog and family friendly. This will go a long way to finally
getting some action on the issue.
Dogs bite. They poo and attack our beautiful wildlife. They are a risk to people and stop people from
enjoying there beaches. We pay a lot to live here to be ruined by dogs
Yes definitely
Well managed off leash areas are essential for dog owners
Palm beach needs a dog beach area for residents please.
More off leash areas mean the off leash areas that currently exist will be less crowded for residents.
Dogs play a crucial role in ensuring people get exercise on a daily basis. Having more areas for people to
walk their dogs will encourage this.
Much needed area to exercise us and our dogs!
dogs are apart of families and therefore should be allowed at any beach! So the more the merrier :)
This is a great idea for dogs and humans. Encourage movement of all kinds. It’s good for human health
This would be amazing!!!
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This is an excellent idea for residents and their four legged friends! Thanks for proposing
Dogs are part of our community
Fantastic idea, thank you 😁
Very positive development for the commmunity
I have been bitten ,while jogging on the northern end of the beach,by "friendly"off leash dogS.
Children congregate to the Govenor Phillip park amenities and surrounds.
My professional life has included surgical repairs for dog bites to childrens faces and bodies.
I come from the city to walk the dog at Palm Beach . Off leash run around is important for my animal. I
am concerned about the time restrictions 4pm to 10am .
I feel it is such a small area that 24 hr access would be more suitable especially for people travelling
from further to exercise their dogs.
It should be available for dogs and humans during some time of the day. There’s not many options to go
and enjoy the beach for humans and their dogs together.
I give my full support for the proposed dog off-leash area. I believe it's really important for the
community of dog lovers and owners to be able to enjoy the freedom of being outdoors and to be able
to enjoy the beach with their pets and will be able to do so quite harmoniously with the rest of the
public with this proposal.
We walk the area daily with our dog and this is much needed for their health and exercise
Because there are no off-leash beaches anywhere in Sydney. It’s pretty unfair that our four legged
friends can’t share the joy of the beach along with their humans. We’ll all be better off for it, nothing
nicer than seeing dogs run free in and out of the ocean and on the beach.
Living in northern beaches/ narrabeen , we love to visit Palm beach for a walk with the dog and get
some food in the afternoon at local bars/restaurants
We often drive to central coast to enjoy a walk / relax at the beach with the dog (pearl beach/Ultimo).
This would save us time and a lot of petrol! Hint: economic advantages for northern beaches as dog
lovers don’t have to go and spend it at central coast! And with COVID 19 you probably have more dogs
than ever and need to give them more space please!
100% agree with the proposal
I am absolutely pro the idea. I like that the zone in area is in safe distance from swimmers etc either
side.
Great idea, the dogs deserve a turn at the beach. Any idea to enlarge the area dogs are accepted on the
Northern Beaches is a good idea in my eyes.
We do not have enough off leash dog areas on the Nthn beaches
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1) More weight should be given the NPWS advice and preference for the the proposed area to brought
further south so the northern end of the off-leash area aligns with the northern end of the Governor
Phillip Car Park. NPWS even made a concession for the off-leash area to commence 400 metres south of
the national park boundary at Barrenjoey Headland. However council shows little acknowledgment for
NPWS' exception as council persist in bargaining to further compromise NPWS' requests. It seems
council is disrespectful of NPWS' expertise on issues involving the vital protection of the reserve and I
would like to see that reversed.
2) CONTROLLED-DOG LICENCE FOR OFF-LEASH BEACH - I am a local and we own a dog a breed that
requires more extensive daily exercise than many of the currently popular small pedigrees. However I
am no longer able to confidently and safely utilise any of our local off-leash areas. This is due to the
increasing high number of dog owners who have little or no control of their dogs, plus many dog owners
who lack key knowledge and understanding of healthy dog behaviour. This leads to conflict and
intolerable behaviour from both dogs and owners, and there is the constant risk of ignorance and
threats of litigation from this large segment of dog owners. Hence any extension of off-leash areas onto
our beaches should recognise that this is a higher-risk area to have dogs that are not under firm control
of their owner. NBC should implement a form of ‘controlled-dog’ licence for users wishing to enter
beach off-leash areas. A strictly accessible fee would be appropriate and, whilst nominal, fees would
contribute to on-going cost of governing these areas.
3) NB RESIDENTS ONLY - The time restrictions are welcome and will go some way to reducing the
impact on parking and traffic to these areas. However there is a great risk of increased dog-tourism,
with a swelling of traffic on already grid-locked weekends, travelling to the area purely to try out the
‘dog’ beaches. This would be a negative side-effect of an initiative who’s main goal is to provide relief
on existing exercise areas for NB residents. NBC should restrict the use of the beach off-leash areas to
NB residents only. Council will need to provide monitoring to enforce boundaries and time restrictions,
so these resources would simply extend to also encompass users’ being NB residents and in possession
of a ‘controlled-dog’ licence. This information could linked into the dog chip system.
Constantly seeing poo bags thrown into the bushes, dog crap not picked up & dog owners with
complete disregard for the rules. Please keep our beaches dog free.
An excellent idea!
Dogs shouldn’t be allowed on the beach next to a National Park at all. Beach off leash areas are hard to
contain, dogs often go beyond the boundaries and in this case, it is a National Park. It could risk the
natura habitat of flora and fauna. Palm beach is also a very popular tourist destination and having dogs
off leash will definitely have a negative impact on the economy of local businesses as not every one
likes dogs.
Having lived in the area my whole life it’s rare to see more than a few surfers that far up palm beach.
Perfect area for the dogs! It’s so nice when we go across to the central coast and the dogs are all having
a ball on the beach, and it doesn’t bother anyone. We have two off-leash dog parks from Mona Vale to
Avalon. TWO. They’re overcrowded as it is, we need more space for our dogs to play!
Definitely should be more of it. Between the hours of 5pm and 9am would be great at more beaches
Far too risky next to a pristine national park. It's difficult to think of a MORE RISKIER SITE!!!!!
Ridiculous.
Great idea
It’s time dogs and their owners got a small share of the beach. Responsible owners make sure their
dogs behave and pick up after them. So many families would gain great benefit for this proposal.
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This is so important for the community and I thank the council for addressing the issue of lack of dog
areas, especially near/in water. Dogs, especially through Covid, have provided much mental health
support to people and not being able to enjoy walks on Station beach as of last year, has been difficult
for many people, myself included. Allowing dogs to use the northern part of Palm Beach at those times,
in that area, will also encourage community members out and about and using that part of Palm Beach
more - again, so important for both physical and mental health. Those times are very manageable, the
fact it also applies to weekends is most helpful, and it will show that different parts of the community
can work together well & in harmony. I also think it will increase patronage at Dunes and the Boathouse
and other Palm Beach restaurants, which will be great for local jobs and business owners. I do miss
utilising the Station Beach on-leash dog area. That was a great loss for the community when the
neighbour took the issue to court and unfortunately won over a technicality that perhaps the council
was unprepared for. Perhaps if this is successful in both the motion and the 12 months implementation,
an area of Station Beach could be reinstated as friendly for dogs - on leash better than prohibition!
Thank you.
We have a property at Henley Beach South Australia where the same policy applies and works brilliantly
This will ruin our beautiful coastline. There are plenty of dog parks already on the northern beaches.
Dogs should not be allowed on the beach. My family are frequently using this area & we do not want to
be hassled by dogs which owners aren’t looking after properly. E.g not cleaning up the poo or dogs
coming up to us. It needs to be a safe place where the kids are not at risk of getting attacked.
We need more dog friendly beaches
I think there definitely needs more dog beaches on the northern beaches! So many people have dogs
and bayview is the only dog beach near me
I live in Newport and own Honey, a 12 year old border collie who absolutely loves going to the beach.
We do go to Rowland Reserve so she can swim but it is often crowded and there aren't any waves to
romp in. Parking can be a problem too. The loss of Station Beach was a real blow (particularly as Honey
hasn't got too many more summers to enjoy the water) but having access to the beach at north Palmy
would just about make up for it I reckon.
Please make it happen! And as soon as possible..... so it's not too late for Honey.
We need to be able to go to the beach with our dogs as they are part of our family. Having designated
areas is important for safety and community harmony.
It’s about time. All beaches should be dog friendly.
There is a total lack of leash free dog exercise areas in the northern beaches generally, more so the
further north you go.
Dogs are so important to our community families mental, physical and emotional health. They get us
up in the morning and out the door for walks all around Palm Beach. For over 25 years we have been
waking and exercising our dogs at north Pam Beach. Not once in 25 years have we come across any dog
droppings or dogs in any way damaging the flora and fauna. They love to run and play on the beach and
in the water never far from their own family.
It is very important that the dog community gets supported from the council, dog owner usually try to
do the right thing and deserve to have access to a beach with their dogs . The locals who own a dog
usually frequent this area love the beach the beach and surrounding as much as the other residence
and should have access to this area and be allowed to let the dogs off lead . It’s not fair that some
negative influences keep sabotaging the good dog owners life with negative comments , the drunken
youth do way more damage to this area with their noise and rubbish left behind.
There’s rarely anyone up that end except a few naked people at the very end so why not share it
considering Dog owners are a huge part of the community
Thank you and please do the right thing by all of us who just want to be with our dogs on the beach like
in all other council areas
Living close to the beaches and being able to have our dogs off leash on them is all part of the NB
charm.
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Brilliant, however I suggest expand the times to all hours Monday to Friday during school days only
(very little pedestrian traffic if any), even if on leash.
I think this is a great idea. There are almost never any humans at the North end of palm beach year
round. I take my dog there quite often, always pick up her poo. This would be amazing if we could go
there legally, and to be able to let her off the leash would be a dream.
For families to really be together for kids to run with their dogs and play is how it should be
It is very wrong that the nearest place a dog can have a salt water swim is at least 1/2 an hour drive
away - and further in the heat of summer - and they live adjacent to the ocean. A council would never
get away with this in Queensland. Dogs need to cool off - have salt water on their coats .. the powers
that be that have infiltrated power on the council (the selfish property owner next to station beach and
paradise beach ) need to wake up to their sociopath ruling tendencies. They are not the Kings. I would
add there needs to be a $300 fine for not picking up poo (instead of the fine for having dog on the
beach)
Extend the hours to be during school hours. Foot traffic is not significant during school hours, why not
make the most of it
A dog beach would be great for the community
Dogs and their owners should be able to have access and ability to enjoy the beach.
Where the boundary for unleashed dogs exist there will be dogs crossing that boundary.
Even if the council thinks the dogs can be contained by a fence stretching across the dunes, into the
water, and then as if a swimming enclave, goes out through the breakers !!. The fence going into the
water? is an imaginary one of course???
The presence of the dogs takes the pleasure from the public access to the beach. Its a very popular
corner of the beach. Its often busy with tourist because its a viewing spot close to the headland.
Its against the law to interfere with the sand rehabilitation process, and with the aboriginal middens
underneath the sand.
Its against the law to dig on the dunes due to the danger of cave ins. (in mining Regulations)
For the protection of beach birds, eg plovers who nest there and crabs who protect themselves in
holes.
This is a much needed initiative. We have had a huge increase in dog-ownership during Covid and the
Council has not kept up with the demand for places for us to play and exercise dogs outside. Being able
to take your dog to the beach, having kids play with dogs on the beach, is a fundamental joy and one of
the most Australian things anyone can do. The north end of the Northern Beaches is massively underserved for off-leash beaches. The environmental impacts look to have been well understood and
managed for the North Palm Beach site. There are still significant dog free areas at Palm Beach, and it
seems a great balance between the needs of all residents.
all day all day all day all day. Seriously, the more access and parks the less doggy density at any given
park.
Thyere are serious public health & safety issues with any such proposal eg off-leash dogs biting
beachgoers, dog faeces on the beach etc. Dog owners say this will never happen and that all dog
owners are responsible people. This is statistically unlikely and realistically inacccurate.
Times a little restrictive for me. Fine if there's no dog access on weekends. Fine also if things are more
restricted for dogs in Summer.
This would be a fabulous addition to the limited off leash areas around Avalon and Palm Beach.
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I applaud all efforts made by council to allow pleasant places to exercise both ourselves and our dogs in
northern Pittwater.
The health benefits both physical and mental, for owners and their dogs to be able walk and run on the
beach together are phenomenal.
As I live in Avalon, I think having to drive south for 20 minutes would negate some of these benefits and
cause unnecessary congestion on roads, stress for dogs and owners, and too many dogs and people at
Mona Vale beach.
Both sites are necessary to support the number of dog owners in the community.
As the majority of households in the area own a dog, it is of paramount importance that we be able to
enjoy our beautiful area together, albeit at sanctioned times, which I am happy with.
We sometimes visit Shelly Beach on the central coast, where there is a similar area for dogs on the
beach, without the time restrictions.
It works brilliantly.
I think it would be helpful if bins and clean up bags were provided at the entry/exit point.
Thank you for working hard towards providing such an important community initiative.
We have been devastated by the loss of Station Beach. We hope that this too may be a continued
option, even as an on lead area, with heavy penalties and patrolling if people flaunt this rule. During the
start of CoVid this was the only bright spot of our day, and the many other people we were able to
engage ( at a distance) with. It was easy to negotiate for elderly and mobility impaired people. It is not
widely in use by people, despite what the wealthy protesters say, and was never congested when we
visited. It is a travesty of justice that spoilt, vexatious people get their own way, against the benefits of
the community, just because they can.
Sea grass is more easily damaged by these selfish humans with their motor boats, jet skis and total
disregard of nature, except as a cheap and easy bargaining tool.
Please continue your fight for this area too!
It would be amazing to have some space for them to roam. That section of the beach is rarely busy!
Myself and my Dog welcome the proposal, off leach running and swimming in the waves is what most
dogs love to do together. There are so few beach’s for both owner and dog to enjoy together on the
Northern Beaches, this would be a welcome alternative to the also very few off leash grassed areas.
Too many owners think they no longer need to pick up after their dog.
Dogs are going to take over the world if we let them off leash!! No dogs allowed off leash!!!!
People deserve to take their dog to the beach. There should be no conflict about that. For the most part
everyone does their job at picking up their dog’s poo but does the one person that doesn’t have to ruin
it for everyone? If you step on dog poo you wash your foot. Problem solved.
Perfect and long overdue. After living on the northern beaches for 3 decades with dogs and nowhere
fun to go and enjoy the great outdoors with my 4 legged friends and visiting people in other areas like
the central coast and northern NSW where dogs are allowed on beaches I am excited for the change
and opportunity this will give.
There are no sensible, practical, conceptional or environmental reasons not to allow this.
For sure
The Pittwater area definitely should have at least one ocean beach where dogs can be off leash
We would love this. We often go to beaches up near Forster that go this and they are beautiful beaches
and well looked after by people with their dogs.
It would be nice if the area was longer than 400m..... but this is a great start. Thank you

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

77

Page 57 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

folks in the suburbs north of bilgola have perhaps the highest rate of dog ownership in the state. yet,
with the unfortunate closure of station beach, careel bay and north avalon are the only off-leash areas
servicing those several suburbs. careel bay gets very wet/boggy regularly, is often overcrowded and
there is no access for dogs to their beloved water. north avalon is tiny and is also boggy and
overcrowded, with again no access to water. all other NBC options are too far from the peninsular
suburbs, and traffic is bad and getting worse. i very much support the proposed palm beach off-leash
area. however, i would suggest few if any people would be affected by having unrestricted hours. at the
very least, i recommend that hours be extended particularly in the afternoons - it is too cold and getting
dark for some folks to leave it till 4pm to walk their dog. that is of course more the case outside the
daylight saving period. if there must be limited hours, please consider 2pm to 11am.
As a responsible dog owner I support the trial proposed dog off-lease area at Palm Beach (north).
At present we only have two off-leash areas, Hitchcock Park, Avalon and the small fenced area at North
Avalon. Both areas have high volumes of dogs, both areas have poor drainage in wet weather and both
have no access to water.
Having recently visited the south coast, in particular beaches around Nowra, I had first hand experience
of exercising my dog on the beaches prior 10am and after 3pm during winter and summer. Dog owners
were responsible with their animals and with the environment.
I realise the proposal recommends 4pm to 10am, but I would like to suggest extending the hours to
3pm to 10am, especially during winter when the sun sets around 5pm.
I whole heartedly support the trail.
Any plan is better tha no plan. Sydney must take note of its pet loving citizens and provide space for
dogs to have a healthy lifestyle.
We need more dog off leash areas.
About time! And perfect times
Wholeheartedly yes!! This is much needed and long overdue!
It would be even better to see no time restrictions!
This should happen in all beaches, they are there to share for all. Why limited times when parts of the
beach are always dog free for those who prefer it?
A decision over a future trial must commence after the environmental process is completed.
The mona vale area is right near the dog park, so off leash dogs go down there anyway.
My dog loves the beach and loves to swim, it would be so nice if we would be able to swim together at
palm beach and Mona vale.
I 100% support this, and feel that there should be no problem as both areas are way outside the red
and yellow flags and get hardly any swimmers or people sitting on the beach.
this is absurd!!!!! Just on the weekend I saw some seals in this area close to shore, basking in the sun,
dogs can be aggressive and attack seals as we know! and there are at least 20 dog off leash areas on
the northern beaches why do we need to give them more of our human space.
Disgusting for the environment and HOW are you going to police this? People don't always pick up
after their dogs as we know. DONT LET THIS HAPPEN
Excellent initiative. More areas as soon as possible please!!
Please get on with this as the delays are embarrassing for council
Excellent choice of location but a hand rail would be very much appreciated please.
Dog owners numbers have increased and due to Covid have increased even further yet the facilities
available for dog owner families has not keep pace with this demographic change. Any increase in
amenity for dog owners to enjoy and exercise is welcome. Visit the Bayview dog area on the weekend is
an example where the number of families with their dogs enjoying the off leash area is full all day long
and represents hundreds and hundreds of visiting families over a weekend. Give it a go it is greatly
needed. Thanks Robert jones
Desperately need an off leash area in Palm beach
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Fully Support this
While very limited it is at least a positive step.
Happy dog happy life
100 % support
Absolutely. The area is very rarely used by anyone and would provide a perfect opportunity for dog
owners to exercise their dogs and provide them access to the water. Perfect media opportunity for the
Northern Beaches Council to take pride for providing only the 2nd ocean beach off leash area in Sydney
(Greenhills Beach in Cronulla is currently the only one).
Any other council in Australia is more accommodating to dogs than northern beaches council. So
ashamed for our visitors.
Less cars on roads for residents who wish to take their dogs to the beach.
There area should be available 24 hours 6 days to support people working different hours of
employment, nurses, shift workers etc. Positive outcomes:
Supporting local pet owners with beach access
Reduce distress of puppies/dogs on beach days, so they don’t get left home.
It's so unfair that despite 8 years of seemingly futile lobbying, we still do not have beach access to enjoy
with our dogs, due to a vocal, vociferous minority that are so vehemently intent on denying law-abiding,
rate paying community members this simple pleasure. So I am yet again voting YES to allow dogs timed
access to suitable sections of beaches. Ever hopeful.
Why compromise the beauty and safety of North Palm Beach? We are often approached by off-leash
dogs in Gov Phillip Park.
I'm shocked that this hasn't happened earlier.
And I am shocked there isn't enough places for dogs off lead up on the Northern Beaches.
Sounds like a fabulous idea! Dogs off lead on beaches can be wonderful, as long as the owners pick up
after them. Hopefully there is enough awareness about this raised to ensure the trial does it full course
and there is a possibility of this becoming permanent!
As a dog owner I vote Absolutely NOT.
Please can the dog owner rate payers have some access to beach! It is good for our health to exercise,
and good for our dogs to be free to run and swim. I am really disappointed that the station beach trial
was halted and I feel that dog owners are not listened to.
Its just fair and it should have been passed long long ago that we as dog owners get access to a off lease
area for our pets
northern beaches council are out of step with its rate payers it simply should not be this hard and
protracted.
lets hope fairness and what is right wins out for our 4 legged families
Absolutely YES
Long overdue
So pleased this sensible step forward might get up. Humans are spoilt for wonderful beaches but dogs
to date barely get a look in on the northern beaches
There are so many responsible dog owners . Otherwise people will leave area i know people who have
Love it! Thank you for persisting with finding an off leash area in Palmie.
There are too many dogs not to
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I sat on the Pittwater Council Dog review committee for 18 months and there were no environmental or
practical issues that made this beach unsuitable. It is a perfect location on a time share basis
The nearest off leash exercise area adjacent to a beach is Rowland Reserve some 12km from Palm
Beach!
After the failure of the Station Beach Trial it is unconscionable that Council can continue to deny so
many rate payers the opportunity to exercise their pets on a beach some where in Palm Beach at
sometime.
If people object to dogs on a beach .. there are plenty of places they can go instead.
About time we had dogs on beaches.
It is a very suitable beach for dog walking in a responsible manner- please bring it back!!!
I heartily support this plan but feel that it should be a leash free dog area without time restrictions. This
part of the beach gets little human use and could easily accommodate dogs throughout the day with
their human companions. I would encourage the NB council to look at dog beach management around
Port Philip Bay in Victoria where dogs and people interact with no problems in many of the beaches
despite it being an even more densely populated environment than here.
Tired of problems with dogs while out. Usually caused by irresponsible owners who don’t control their
pets....
This would be most welcome. Dogs are a big part of Australian landscape and culture. However they
have very few areas to run free and exercise . This impedes their quality of life and without decent
exercise causes behavioural problems. Even more areas but outside peak times would work well.
I think as long as the council provides clear signage of the off leash area (on beach and road side) as well
as clearly marked bins and poo bags people will be respectful and the dogs will love it!
Lots of dogs on the beaches and not enough off leash areas for us to enjoy
All our northern beaches should be dog friendly !!!
Dogs are more and more part of the family on the northern beaches, getting out and about with them
should be easier with more options available. 100% support off leash dog areas on beaches.
It’s a beautiful, peaceful area that should not be disturbed. It will also bring more traffic through Palm
Beach that we don’t need
Love the idea, Sharon will be so happy!
If people pick up after their dog, there is no reason we can’t take them to the beach
Greatly needed.
There are not enough areas for dogs as it is! You are also limiting the times that dogs can go on the
beach. There are thousands of other beaches people can go to yet dogs are limited. More needs to be
done!
I believe there a need to have more beach areas where dogs can be exercised and swim without leash.
Although there should be heavy penalties for owners not collecting and disposing their dog poo
appropriately.
I would like to see it open earlier than proposed
I very much support this project
I totally agree with the planned off lease program
I would like to see the times extended. Why not 24 hours.
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I live permanently on Ocean Road Palm Beach and have an 11 year old Labrador. It would be so
wonderful for him to walk along the beach as he could do if we lived almost anywhere else in Australia!!
Good on this new proposal I give it my 100% support.
I think its fair to have one or two of the many Beaches as off leash areas.
Needs to be extended to at least 600 m.
The Palm Beach (North) dog off-leash area is located in an environmentally sensitive area. It is quite
narrow. Dog-owners have little control over their unleashed dogs at any time. They will not be able to
confine their dogs to these areas. They have clearly demonstrated this in the past at Palm Beach North.
The proposed area is on a main pathway to Barrenjoey Lighthouse and in effect will be closed off to the
public. Dog-owners do not respect restricted times and limited access at beaches up and down the
coast. For example at Coolum, the restrictions are a joke, with unleashed dogs all over the prohibited
area of the beach at any time. My grandson is frightened of dogs and our holiday was ruined.
Local examples abound. Take a look at the "no unleashed dogs" area at Plateau Park Bilgola. It has lots
of dogs on it, particularly after school. Sunday afternoon is downright dangerous! I have never seen a
ranger in this park at any time. Complaining to a dog-owner is a futile exercise. Invariably they are
incredibly rude and regard this park and any other park as their own as their own.
My friends' wife had her ankle smashed at a "no dogs" area in Pittwater. Many dogs in these areas are
quite out of control and a danger to smaller dogs and passers-by.
To in-effect ban your citizens from such an important thoroughfare is unfair. Council and the police will
not vet the area. No doubt as elsewhere there will be draconian penalties for transgressions, but they
will not be enforced - they never are.
Please advise people to keep their dogs away from this precious area.
As a local rate payer I am thoroughly infuriated with this whole poorly handled process. All you have to
do is pick up the phone to ANY other council to know what we have is not sufficient. Ask them how
they did it !!! All other areas in Sydney and up and down the east coast have plenty of beach areas for
dogs so why not us ??
Need more pooch friendly spaces! It makes for happier dogs, happier humans including the dogs
neighbours
More initiatives like this please
We need more dog spaces at the northern end of the beaches
Yes, this is great, thanks. It will be extremely helpful to have an off-leash family exercise and play area
North of the bends. Easy to implement and long overdue :)
I think it’s a fantastic idea
Need dog parks. At least one dog per household on the northern beaches and hardly any dog parks.
As dog owners we are very concerned at the limits placed on us and our dog. There are so few places to
go off leash and almost no beaches. We support this fully.
Excellent plan, well positioned and safe for all
I live close to an off leash dog beach on the Northern Beaches. I see daily dog fights, aggressive owners,
an incredible amount of dog poo ( which 2x daily I pick up at least 15 left poos) and dogs barking
uncontrollably until residents are at there wits end and call out to stop the barking! Only for the
response’**** off it’s a dog beach’. We have begged to have regular patrols, put in online issues to NO
avail. 30% increase in dogs, no education no patrols...another unsafe and out of control area for the
Northern Beaches.
will help detract people from walking dogs illegally in national parks, will also create a better
community as people can take their dogs on outings with family
As a council we are so behind many other coastal communities- dogs are part of so many families. Let
them run on the beaches and stop letting the rich dictate.
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No I certainly do not support this plan for dogs off leash at North Palm Beach.
The proposal adjoins a wildlife corridor joining Barrenjoey Headland and Central Palm Beach, dogs do
not know where a border begins and ends. This corridor is vital to the endangered species that inhabit
this area, dogs off lead have no understanding of this.
The beach and the dunes are a very delicate environment and it is inconceivable that bringing a lot of
extra people and dogs will not do any permanent damage.
There are ample places for dogs to walk both on lead and off lead.
This proposal is for a vocal minority, who should just stick to walking their dogs on lead with the same
result and no environmental damage.
This is Absolutley necessary and will be a great addition for both dog owners and dogs. Great proposal
I do not want to see an off leash area on Palm Beach for the following reasons:
1. It places the wishes and interests of a small group of vocal dog owners ahead of the wishes and
interests of the rest of the community. The presence of off leash dogs at any beach deters residents
from walking swimming and enjoying their local beach.
2. It is impossible to effectively supervise and control an off leash dog over the large area proposed.
There will be dog excrement in the sand and in the water, dogs will venture outside the designated area
into the national park and the dunes, and there is real and obvious potential for incidents both between
the unleashed dogs and local wildlife, and with walkers, swimmers and surfers trying to enjoy the
beach.
3. I understand that an environmental assessment is still to be conducted by Council. Seeking
community consultation on the trial parameters ahead of any environmental assessment is premature
and assumes that the designated beach locations are placed above any environmental risks and
concerns.
4. The trial does not distinguish between off leash times during summer and winter. 4pm till 10 am
might be off peak beach use times during winter; certainly not during summer when both ends of Palm
beach are packed until 6 or 7 pm in the evening and also busy first thing in the morning.
More of these on more beaches please!
Thank you - Dog owners I believe are very considerate, more considerate than the humans that leave
loads of rubbish etc on our beaches... Plus we also pick up rubbish not just poo!!
The usual issues, dog waste not cleaned up, becomes a monopoly spot for dogs, attracts dogs from all
over Sydney. Dogs on beaches have been rejected so many times on the northern beaches. Time to stop
it for good.
Perhaps condition it with doggie DNA testing so poo can be matched to dog and owners fined!
I don't believe that beaches are suitable places for dog off-leash areas. They are areas where people
want to have peaceful walks and don't want to be disturbed by jumping and barking dogs and walking
in dog poo. Beaches are also areas where sea birds gather - gulls, terns, oyster catches, cormorants etc.
- they should be left in peace.
Dogs will be uncontrolled and present a risk to other beach users. Owners won’t clean up after their
dogs.
Dogs are part of the family and should be allowed to run on a beach.
Can we ban children from beaches? They are more annoying
I see no need for dogs to visit beaches at all . They are not humans, although many owners seem to
think they are, they don't need to go for a surf or swim . Owners also seem to not understand that
many people either don't like dogs or may be scared of them. Dogs running around unleashed on the
beach sometimes scare young children as well as some adults.
At the least I find it unpleasant in existing off- lead areas, like Warriewood headland, to have dogs
jumping up at me or sniffing around my body and, of course, one always has to watch where to walk to
avoid the landmines left by some dogs, as not all owners are diligent in picking up their pets' faeces. My
other issue relates to the ubiquitous black plastic bags. Some less than responsible owners, who for
reasons only they understand, collect their dog's faeces in black bags and then throw them into the
bushes or leave them on the ground.
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Our beaches are probably the only truly pristine and unspoilt assets in our environment. Let's not spoil
them to please a minority.

Off leash areas on beaches for limited hours work very well in other council areas around the country.
There’s no reason why they can’t work here too.
Yes as we need dot friendly beach to allow for people to do the correct thing and to enjoy their days at
their beach with their pooch
Dogs poo on the beach owners leave it dogs running up to adults and children licking and sniffing them
Beaches are for relaxing and families not animals making a mess
Yes, Sydney has no beaches available to dogs.
Trial for a year and if not treated properly, we then loose off lead beach areas
Not enough beaches are available to dog owners and their dogs
Absolutely, there are not enough dog friendly, off leash beach areas for our best friends to enjoy and
share. There would obviously need to be bins and possibly poo bags, for waste. I have recently
returned from the mid north coast and they have so many dog friendly beaches that happily co exist
with the non dog friendly areas.
Our dogs deserve access to beach areas
With the increase in people buying dogs in the last year we need an increase in the number of areas
where dogs can run off leash. As the uptake of pets decreases post COVID the number of areas can be
decreased. Right now the dog parks are overrun. We need alternatives.
Great idea for families and all dog owners to exercise on the beach. Severe fines for anyone who
doesn’t pick up after their dog though.
Why can't we. also have Station beach as before?
To have the dog area at the end of the beach would ensure greater compliance and less problems. I
know this takes it close to the NP but seems more workable to me.
I would like to know how this is going to be policed, there never seem to be any rangers around to
check on the dog owners. Without a fence how will the dogs be kept in this area?
I do not own a dog however I think there is nothing lovelier than watching dogs run free and play in the
water not to mention the joy it gives their owners.
Palm Beach is internationally famous, known and loved by; high end tourists who retreat to relax there
and enjoy its natural, unspoiled beauty; the millions of TV audiences, around the world, who watch
"Summer Bay" and Sydney folk from those sterile outer suburbs who come to enjoy the beach, the
National Park and the Pittwater.
It is the jewel in the crown our Northern Beaches.
It belongs to all not just the few who happen to live there.
Palm Beach, in its entirety, is no place for dogs - on or off leash
It’s simply backwards that it isn’t already allowed. If people don’t respect the rules then ban it but it
should at least be given a chance.
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My dog is my best buddy and loves to go to the beach, it makes both of us very happy to get the chance
to swim together.
It would be fantastic to have an off leash area and this would be a good second best to station beach.
The proposal is sound but I believe the time restrictions should be removed. These restrictions will
exclude many people who have child responsibilities during the proposed dog off leash periods.
Please let the dogs have any area on the northern beaches to swim and play in the sand. Other places
can do it and so can we!!
This works beautifully in Byron, my pups live for their visits to the beach and makes such a difference to
my life being able to share trips to the beach with them instead of having to leave them at home 😔
people who don't want dogs around can go to the other areas it seems fair to me would love to see this
at other beaches too such as Curl Curl and Dee why!
I think this would be a good start, but I think there needs to be others at the southern part of northern
beaches.
I would even be happy with leash walking in the beach
This area isn't widely used by beach goers and having dogs there at the limited times suggested
shouldn't disturb them. Dogs need their off-leash freedom and there aren't enough beaches available
on the peninsula. This means the few available become crowded which can be overwhelming for
smaller and younger dogs. A space hardly used by humans where dogs are allowed at very limited times
should be an obvious solution.
Yes!! But longer off leash hours, please!
Children and families should be able to enjoy the beach without interference from dogs. Dogs off leash
can be dangerous.
This works on beaches north and south of Sydney. Why is it so hard to get this in Sydney- just crazy!
Would be lovely for dog owners and their dogs and away from main swimming areas of the beach
This is a wonderful idea. I do not own a dog, but I would love to see them at the beach. What a great
idea
I support this initiative as proposed
Yes,My labrador came here from France some years ago at the age of 4.
He is/was used to going into Cafes and public spaces all over France, including department stores in
Paris ( BHV, Galleries Lafayette). He also spent time in the UK and accompanied us to the local pub, no
problems, just part of everyday life. He was allowed on Brighton Beach in the middle of summer. Do
Palm Beach residents think they are so much more civilised than those of Brighton and Paris? obviously
some do
The meanness toward dogs I have experienced back here in Sydney is quite ugly. I note some of the LEV
Court protagonists against the previous approval have dogs themselves- the park is ok if it is for them
only.
Most dog owers are responsible. As all we need is a sensible number of bins and dog bag dispensers.
I suspect this is a lot about the residents in the localities wanting to hyjack public land as their own.
Reminds me of a case about the beach at redleaf pool in Double Bay in the 1980's and residents
wanting to claim a de facto high water mark boundary which in fact did not exist. Bully boy tactics...
history repeats itself time and time again.
The hour restrictions are quite generous for dog haters and petty faux elitists .Discussion over.
Off leash on the ocean side is a great idea as there are visible signs in place to deter people from
allowing their dogs on the estuary side to ensure migratory birds are allowed to access their main food
source on the seagrass beds
This is not rocket science. Let dogs run free within a limited space, it has worked in so many other
coastal areas, why not here.
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I support this 100%. We only have Bayview otherwise which is completely overcrowded. Our dogs
deserve somewhere to be able to swim other than North Curl Curl lagoon which is horribly polluted.
PEOPLE have so much space, surely we can share just a tiny bit with our four legged friends?
The last time I was in an off-leash dog area I was struck by two dogs running into my legs and almost
knocking me off me feet. My 80 year old mother was knocked off her feet in a different incident.
At another off-leash beach I saw an owner stand there and watch her dog deficate and not pick it up she waited for the waves to pick it up and wash it away into the people swimming in the ocean.
People should be able to go to the beach without taking a pet with them. If they could be trusted to
behave it may be different but this sadly isn't the case.
This area directly adjoins the national parks the the small tip of bush land left from the development of
the peninsula.
As with all areas where dog parks are created the native animals, nesting birds, lizards, crabs and flora
will be driven out and damaged. I think the Newport dog park is an example of how an area that was
once enjoyed by families swimming and sunbaking and picnicking is now a hell zone of dog poo, the
smell or urine and wet dogs wizzing past. What wildlife that was there is driven away by the
bombardment of dogs all day everyday. I don't want to see any more spaces like this on the beaches.
Perhaps on unused soccer fields or somewhere that has already been cleared of wildlife but not these
wildlife corridors and natural pockets that make out area special
Safety issues. Children, older people should be prioritised. Dogs poo is harmful. There is always at least
one who does not pick up and who has an aggressive dog.
Dogs on the beach are annoying: they bark, run close to people and defecate. Most doc owner are
unaware of when their dog become disturbing. Beach is perfect as it is.
It will provide healthy activities for residents.
Great proposal thank you
This need is growing quickly and long overdue.
There seems to action on this right up north however there is little for the southern end of northern
beaches. We live in Manly and there is little opportunities for off leash here. We've just been to Byron
and my dog loved going down the beach. Here you have to get in the car to go to Clontarf or
queenscliffe lagoon which quite often toxic and can make your dog sick. I would like to walk my dog to
the beach for a play in the water with her ball. There are plenty of beaches and not one able to take the
dog to.
I was sorry to see Station Beach hijacked by Process and the stance of the privileged. I have a dog who
does not like waves - all he wants is to wade in quiet water . Station Beach was perfect for that.
Alternatively- north Palm Beach will provide some fun digging opportunities and play with the family so
that will be nice too. Open it up please Council!!
Should make it 24/7
Dogs are family. People should have their dogs off leash and let them swim in the water at the beach. I
fully supported off leash dog areas at Palm Beach.
This is long overdue, but would be a welcome start to permitting adequate off-leash dog areas across
NBC beaches.
Off leash dog beaches are too scarce in the Northern Beaches. The ones we do have are un-necessarily
over crowded making the experience chaotic rather than peaceful. By opening up more beaches to dogs
it’s alleviates the pressure of over crowding.
Would be great however with 24hour access. Why only 4pm until 10am? Especially in the colder and
autumn/winter months will only get in 1 hour of daylight before sunset to use the area, ie now
19/05/21 & sunset at 4.59pm. Parents with younger kids would love to enjoy during the day with their
pets and the older generations as well would prefer during the day.
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Dogs are dangerous and bite. It stops people from enjoying beach. Dog poo everywhere and they attack
wildlife
Also Monavale beach!! It’s a must in this area.
Dog ownership is so prevalent in the Northern Beaches, but off lead areas so limited. Surely we have
enough spaces to have a few more areas available.
Excellent opportunity for all the community. Our well-being will be enhanced by the creation of the off
leash beach. Thank you
We need more beaches where we can take our dogs.
This is a scenic beach walk for tourists as well as locals and the serenity of this area should not be ruined
by allowing dogs in this area or on the beach. We know dog owners don’t always pick up their pooches
dog poo or follow the boundary rules (as happens at other already existing dog parks). As a dog owner
and lover of dogs, I still don’t see the need to ruin existing peaceful beach areas.
Absolutely yes,
I fully support this fantastic and long overdue initiative.
This would be such a blessing for dogs and dog owners alike. At the moment we actually leave the
northern beaches on the weekends go towards Wollongong or the central coast to take our dog to the
beach. We would much prefer to stay in our locality and also keep our money spent in the locality.
Dogs go to toilet and attack people. Why should people be unsafe
This is a great idea and we fully support it. It will enhance enjoyment of this beautiful area
Dogs can already exercise in other unleashed areas and do not require beaches for that purpose. Dog
owners on the whole are responsible, but the risk of a mauling of another dog or a child in an
environment where the means of defending yourself from injury and the relative remoteness from
medical support, is not worth the small incremental benefit to dogs and less importantly to their
owners. I for one will be much less inclined to use the beach if this decision goes ahead. I am sure
others feel the same way. I am also concerned for the likely impact of dogs disturbing wildlife, especially
shorebirds such as oystercatchers, terns and egrets, the impact on the catch of raptores such falcons,
sea eagles, osprey and goshawks, and the risk of ditrurbing the occasional fur and leopard seal haulouts and green turtles on the northern beaches. I feel that the proposal is just one more incremental
attack on the enjoyment of the 'wonderful and still natural' heritage of the northern beaches.
The mental and physical health benefits cannot be over emphasised; please allow dog owners to share
the beach with their beloved pets!
More water areas are needed for off leash dog use.
The beach is under-utilised and it is the perfect position to not impact on the general public. Would
need to see adequate dog bags and bin disposal and down the track a small fence running alongside the
golf course (like at Warriewood headland dog park)would appease all those golfers that are worried
about the dogs escaping on to course .
Off leash beach’s work extremely well in so many other areas of the state. Really hope this proposal
gets up.
We DO NOT need dogs on beaches. as it is owners are careless
I want my dog to be able to run along the water's edge. Bayview dog park is overcrowded
looks an excellent proposal - walking with your dog is a great way to exercise and meet people
Off leash dog areas on other NSW beaches work very well. The number of dog owners living on the
Northern Beaches has risen dramatically since I moved here 30 years ago so more places to exercise
dogs is welcome. In the digital age it’s also great to get people outside enjoying the beaches. Limited
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hours dogs are allowed works well in ‘peak’ season so dog owners / non dog owners & tourists are
comfortable.

I definitely support the Palm Beach (north ) proposal . My first reason is for mental health . There is no
doubt taking your dog for a walk or swim at the beach brings so much happiness to the dog and owners.
Lots of older dog owners aren't able to walk dogs great distances and leash free is a great help for them.
I regularly walk my dog at Palm Beach through the week and there is never anyone on the proposed
section of the beach. It is unfair to be squashed on top of each especially since Covid at the one and
only leash free water park at Bayview when so many of our beaches have sections where there is never
anyone. Definitely worth giving it a trial I believe people will do the right thing.
Yes as a rate payer and some who has paid to register my dogs we should be able to be a responsible
owner and enjoy the beach with our dogs.
While I do not have the statistics, I observe that there are a significant number of families living in the
Northern Beaches that own dogs. The Northern Beaches has an expanse of beautiful coastline that can
be shared by all. The environmental impact of having dogs on beaches must be well researched and
considered low on the many off lead beaches in the country. The proposed off lead area at Palm Beach
would be an ideal spot for families with canines to enjoy. There is still ample space on the beach for
regular beach goers without dogs. I 100% support the proposed council proposal.
100% dogs are tops!
We walk along this area and often are the only people doing so therefore it is a perfect place for
families to take their dogs for a run, play and swim. In my experience having lived on the beaches for 20
+ years the vast majority of dog owners are responsible and respectful and should be able to have
access to the water for their pets.
Dogs are a major part of a community - as valid as any5hing else. They need open exercise. Owners
need to share life & experience with their dogs. Massive community value accrues from happy families.
Happy dogs help create happy families.
As a long term resident I have never seen a council ranger enforce the current regulations. In recent
years council lifeguards are also turning a blind eye. I am 100% confident the times and areas won’t be
enforced and this will expand to the southern end with beach goers (kids) being bitten.
There are sufficient areas already.
look at Manly Lagoon Reserve - constant barking - dog poo and dogs off-leash on the North Steyne
Reseve
I support this initiative and request and encourage that other beaches are also provided similar
opportunities such as Narrabeen and Collaroy. I believe a core factor that will make this initiative
successful is the access time from 4pm to 10am, 7 days a week. This provides for the balance for dog
and no-dog owners to enjoy the benefits of the beach.
Walking a dog on the beach early in the morning SHOULD NOT be illegal.
Being a local resident and a mental health professional for many years, it is not only healthy for dogs to
run and swim on a beach but it is of enormous benefit in relation to the mental health and wellbeing of
human beings. To be able to walk on the sand and see and hear the ocean, to breath in the fresh air and
experience the enormous sense of delight from seeing your best pet friend having so much fun is
something to behold and an experience that is very hard to replicate and such a wonderful experience
for both adults and children, a wonderful family experience. People with dogs often interact and
connect with others as they watch their dogs run and play which strengthens a sense of community and
connectedness. The proposed area at Palm Beach is an ideal area to have a leash free zone as I don't
believe it would interfere with anyone on the beach especially during the proposed times. The northern
beaches have so many families and many elderly residents and everyone in between, all of whom will
benefit from leash free beach zones. This is not a new idea and there are many parts of Australia that
have had leash free beach zones for many years. It is good to finally see the Northern Beaches Council
facilitate this initiative.
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Concerned over faecal contamination of beach and sea!
Yes we need more things like this in Australia
We need to preserve the little environment we have left for wildlife. Dogs cannot be able to access it
I think that the Northern Beaches as a popular dog owners community, should be given more flexibility
to run dogs off leash in other areas as well.
Perhaps as a timed usage say from before 10 and after 5.
eg. the middle section of Curly Beach which gets little use part from by surfers
Yet again we must go through this process?!
The points against are always the same:
1. Beaches are a limited resource and too valuable to prioritize dogs over humans.
2. Faeces being left behind
3. Dogs being out of control and jumping/shaking sand/water all over beach users.
4. Non compliance with boundaries. Owners will take dogs outside the allocated zones and continue
walking along the beach saying "its not harming anyone, whats the problem?".
See Curl Curl beach now. There is always dogs on the beach even though they are prohibited.
5. There are numerous dog areas already in Council area. there is no need for more.
6. Dogs don't need to be on the beach, they are just as happy in a park.
7. Any area allocated to dogs is effectively unusable for anyone else.
8. Affect in birds and sea life. Dogs chase birds.
9. It will attract people from outside area putting strain on already stretched road/parking resources
How many times do we have to go through this?
Thank you, yes please
I support both, but it does concern me that people think from this proposal that it is an either or option.
The community has waited a long time for Council to come good on its promise to give us a dog
swimming area after the closure of Careel Bay.
Maybe it's time to look into why the 2009 REF was not made public when it approved the opening of
Station Beach such a long time ago - rate payers money was used to pay for it. Maybe it's time to stop
playing games?
Just by the way, one twelve year old boy wanted to know why we lost Station Beach. He said, "it sucks,
it just plain sucks".
It would be wonderful to have this off-leash area!
I support the proposal for an off leash area in North Palm Beach because i trust the owners to monitor
their dogs. It would be good therapy for both dogs and owners.
Yes, it is great for the community as well as the dogs. It brings people together.
People don’t pick up after their dogs and they harass you when they are off leash. Think of the birds and
seals. Dogs have plenty of parks and places to hang out.
We don’t have enough varied area to take dogs, especially on the beach. This would be fantastic.
Yes, dogs should be allowed on beaches!
Families need a place to be outdoors with their four legged members. There are so many places on the
beaches and this one has to be the least used by people.
Currently usearea with childrrn and for exerciseand donkt want to chased by dogs
It's a very good idea
We need to share the beaches
Walking dogs is an important part of healthy living
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I think this is a great use of the beach given that often, and particularly outside of peak summer, much
of the northern part of the beach is unused. The northern beaches is crying out for off lead dog spaces the parks are small and streets are not ideal for walking on lead. I’ve seen this trialed on south coast
beaches and the anecdotal feedback is that most dog owners do the right thing - respect the beach and
clean up after their dogs - and that it has really revitalized those areas not fully utilized. I’m a Palm
Beach local and fully support this proposal!
This is a fantastic idea, dogs are such a big part of so many northern beaches families. Dogs deserve
freedom in the outdoors, just as much as their humans.
Council has done previous studies re social and environmental impacts and it always comes back as not
acceptable. Why do we have to do this AGAIN???? Ground hog day!
So again
- pollution of beaches: about 50% of dog owners don‘t pick up (see Manly Dam trial study)
- social impact on beach goers (too many dogs, most of Sydney‘s dog owners suddenly descend on
Avalon beach, kids and dog parks don‘t mix well)
- impact on wildlife (especially migrating birds and remember the dog that attacked the seal)
- safety / dog attacks
Check the past studies and reports and stop wasting time and money!
And finally put enough rangers back on to properly monitor and enforce compliance. It has gone out of
control under the amalgamated council! Especially bad at Curl Curl - put some signs up so the dog
owners know where the dog part at the lagoon ends. They seem to assume that includes all of Curl Curl
beach. Longreef is also getting out of control!
PS: And yes, I do have a dog or even two
It’s time
This is a ludicrous idea. The beach frequently has fairy penguins & other bird species that will be
compromised by dogs. This area is not patrolled by rangers now, so the chances of it being patrolled in
future are slim. The majority of dog owners will be driving past other dog parks to get to North Palm
Beach.
More and more people have companion dogs, they become part of the family and need nice places for
both to walk and exercise
This shouldn’t even be a question. The whole of Byron Bay is pretty much off leash and it works
perfectly and dogs leave less mess than humans. It makes so many people’s lives easier.
This location is ideal to spend time with our canine friends. The are limited people, open space and
opportunity for fun. I agree with limited hours so that location does not become overrun with dogs, to
the detriment of rate payers. Please listen to your residents rather than outsiders and corporates.
Great improvement for wider community
Most dog owners are courteous and want the area for dog to be clean for all of us to enjoy.. it works
other places, it will work here. Lots of bind are needed and dog poop bags to available .. thanks
I don’t agree with dogs at the beach where people swim.- even if not in the exact same area it is people
not picking up their dog poo and there being CMV transferred to sand. Plus people can still walk on the
beach and not all dog owners are responsible in keeping their dog close by them or think it is cute when
their dog runs up to children, who may be scared
Having a dog in a family is good fir the mental health of every member . Walking along the beach with a
dog is positive physical & mental therapy . Unfortunately Northern Beaches Council approach to allow
some free safe off leach area is backwards and antiquated compare to other Councils in Northern
Rivers or Central Coast where dogs can happily have a free run on beaches with their owners . About
time we become allowed to have some happy outdoor time with our dogs on certain beaches 👍
Dog poo left everywhere. Families with very young kids get anxious when large dogs run up/ follow the
kids.
Dog fights are a danger to children
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I do think this is a great area for the people of north of Newport to exercise their dogs
There are hardly any off leash areas on the beach to walk dogs. My little Shihtzu loves the beach. I
always pick up after him.
This is a popular area for fishing and jogging, both of which would be adversely impacted by off-leash
dogs. Moreover there is unlikely to be any control t keep dogs within the prescribed area.
We do not need dogs everywhere on our beaches. Dogs are left to roam all over the dunes, disrupting
and destroying native wildlife and bird habitats. Birds and small reptiles are killed by dogs either directly
or indirectly. Sensitive dune vegetation at both Palm Beach and Mona Vale Beach is damaged by dogs
and this ultimately affects wildlife corridors. Dogs can go so many places and the estimated 60,000 dogs
in the LGA will harm our beach habitats forever. This is about the owners of dogs wanting to go
wherever they like with their pets. Dogs don't care where they walk!
Yes, for gods sake more beach access for dogs is needed. All up and down the coast you can take your
dog on the beach but not in Sydney.
Dogs do not belong on our beaches, they’re a threat to wildlife, polite the water & environment &
there’s many people in the community who do not feel comfortable around dogs, especially when off
leash. There’s plenty of other places to take dogs without allowing them on the beach. Our wildlife &
environment need to be prioritised over the section of the community who own dogs.
Love this idea!
please pleasepleaseeeee
People on the Northern Beaches are unable to abide by rules, this will end up with more problems.
Supporters can nitpick over the details, but I think this looks great. Please approve this and Mona Vale
as well.... The more beach dog-zones you can approve will serve to spread and dilute any concentration
of numbers and make it easier for any dog walkers who are frail, infirm or even disabled in any way.
Thanks for this.
Bravo... please support this and get it approved
Thank you for providing more options to enjoy with our best furry friends.
Think it is a good site
I support off leash areas for dogs on beaches
We urgently need more off leash beaches on the NB as there are not enough
Owner do not pick up dog poo if fines were $500 and policed may be.
We need more beaches for dogs!
100% support. I hope my 16yo poochie gets to feel the sand beneath her paws.
Because the selfish dog owners don’t pick up shit
One of the pleasures of owning a dog is to walk with them. Your plan fails in this respect. Dogs do not
recognise boundaries so you are merely creating a zone in which they can be legally off leash. They will
inevitably run outside of this area causing anxiety for owners and necessitate council policing of the
zone.
This does nothing to address the exercise needs of both humans and their dogs. How lovely and
preferable it would be to be able to walk the length of the beach with your dog at prescribed times of
the day rather than be herded together in a small area where humans will merely stand in groups on
their mobiles, as happens at most dog parks already.
We should have somewhere for the dogs to have a good run in Avalon palm beach
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Please keep dogs off the beach. I like dogs, just not dog owners.
Love to see dogs on beaches. So much fun.
Would be perfect having a off leash dog beach. Everyone has dogs it seems and having frequented the
dog beach at Rose Bay I believe they are very well received in NSW. Perth has had them for years with
no complaints so come on let NSW get into the 21st century!
Will interfere with and be dangerous to, people running along the beach and I assume Northern
Beaches Council could be liable for compensation, if at this point in time, opening that section of the
Beach, to dogs off the leash.
Can the parking area be delineated on the concept plan? and mentioned on the KEY?
Are the access pathways for all dog owners in a safe walking condition with handrails..for both older
and younger community members?
Will the pathways be regularly maintained?
With such a long beach this limited area and little used section of Palm Beach would be an ideal area for
a dog section.
After the fiasco of the Pittwater side this is a good alternative although those with mobility issues might
find it much harder to walk their dogs.
Very needed and thank You.
The ones against this appear to be loud, and unprepared to share. That's why we have the Council, to
bring some fairness and not have it all one-way, as it has been for so long. Thank you for this proposal.
There is nothing quite like a walk on the beach with your dog to forget about life's troubles. Not having
to watch for rangers is one less trouble. Thank you.
Heaps of support for this
There needs to be more space for families and their dogs to walk and play in.
An area that's fenced off for smaller/ puppies or nervous dogs on the beach would be lovely too and
will cater for all!
Don't listen to the handful of nay-sayers - they complain about everything and are scared of a trial
because it will prove their complaints are baseless.
Please allow a dog friendly beach
Beach. Up and down the NSW coast successfully entertain dog friendly access with no problems
I support the dog off leash area for Palm Beach. I have seen how well off leash dog areas on beaches
can be - Central Coast & Kiama. It is time we allow a trial run for this to happen on the Northern
Beaches. We can't allow a small minority have a louder voice then the vast majority of responsible dog
owners - we don't apply this policy on humans who often leave rubbish on the beach.
I support the dog off leash area at Palm Beach. By allowing dogs and their owners to run on the sand
and in the water gives great enjoyment to all. It works well in other council areas and it will work well
here.
Different winter and summer times.
Please allow us to enjoy Sydney beaches with our dogs . I have to travel to Avoca to walk with my dog
on a beach , it’s crazy !
I am a dog owner residing in the area. All the dog owners I know are very responsible and not only pick
up after their dog but pick up litter as well.
Please refer to the Daily Telegraph May 14 page 3 where an article by a Sydney vet explains why he
needs to medicate dogs for depression because there are no parks for them to run in. Please be
compassionate and caring about our beautiful pets. 2
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24/7 access with on and off leash times, please!
What a wonderful idea, finally.
Love it
So lovely to have a place to go with our dog that we can enjoy too
So many families have a dog, holidaying or as a permeant resident. Either way how do you not include a
part of that family to enjoy the surf together? Who does the water belong to? Surely animals have a
right to some access. I think the time frame and the designated area of Palm Beach in the proposal is
ideal and definitely should go ahead.
Thank you council. This is very much needed for the community of dog lovers
think in winter should be all the time as the beaches are empty
think should be allowed on the other side (pittwater side) as well where there is not big surf, esp when
walking dog with kids
We need to protect our wildlife and their habitat. We are dog owners and feel there are ample off leash
areas provided
Many people including children use this part of the beach on a regular basis. This is not a dog park. It is
simply unacceptable to have dogs running off leads risking the safety and spoiling the peace and quiet
of a public beach. Dogs belong in designated dog parks. Dogs will destroy the fragile dune vegetation
which is the only thing protecting the sand from erosion in storm and big tide/surf conditions. Dog
faeces is particularly toxic to marine ecosystems. Dogs in water are well known to attract sharks from
considerable distances potentially resulting in an increase in the presence of sharks at this important
recreation and tourist beach. Dog owners do not need this as there are plenty of dog parks.
Council is responding to a vocal and demanding group and not considering the implications for the
broader community and visitors who value the natural, safe, peaceful amenity of beaches and should
not have their access to and enjoyment of a public beach diminished for the benefit of a privileged
segment of the population.
I am definitely opposed to dog off leash areas at north Palm Beach. Due to the area being isolated and
zero bins in place dog faeces will no doubt be left burried beneath the sand and become a health issue
Dogs splashing around in the water are also known to attract sharks and believe me I have spotted
quite a few sharks at the northern end of Palm Beach. Again being isolated any injuries caused by dog
bite, shark attacks etc will be difficult for emergency services to attend.
This is a bad idea and will cause more damage to our beaches and wild life.
Maybe people should consider exercise areas for dogs before they purchase a pooch.
We need to have some more dog friendly areas around the northern beaches. We have so many
beaches and most of which aren’t completely occupied or utilised.we should be able to have an area to
excise and swim our dogs that’s not 20mins away.
Dogs on the beach are a terrible idea!
People including me, go to the beach to relax, not to have dogs running over their towel, yipping and
barking, kicking up sand everywhere! Don’t get me wrong I like dogs but this is a ridiculous idea. People
will be parking in the parking lot which is far from the north end of the beach which means parading
their dogs all the way along the beach to the very end.
In addition, as has been proven by just walking through Palm Beach, Avalon and Bilgola people are NOT
responsible at picking up their own dog’s faeces and no doubt other tax payers like myself will be
stepping in dog turds hidden under the sand.
Dog owners have a multitude of other areas to walk their dogs. We can’t get away from them in the
streets or parks now they want to take the beaches as well! No way!
There is also no way of stopping people bringing their dog, going out for a surf and leaving their dog on
the beach unattended.
Is Council ready to be sued if someone gets bitten?!
Apart from Mackarell beach (where?) IT WILL BE THE ONLY OPEN BEACH TO ENJOY WITH A DOG
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Too close to National Park - not specified how the areas will be monitored for compliance, if at all.
Criteria for trial period continuing or not, has not been specified. Community needs to know how
Council will assess the trial as being a success or failure.
Dogs should not be on beaches & council should enforce this.
Already too many people disregarding the regulations, it will just encourage more.
Palm Beach is too far away from the main population areas to be successful. A more central area such
as Dee Why would be much more practical.
Dogs have a right to access some beach areas of the northern beaches, particularly after the Station
Beach disaster. Playing golf in the afternoons was depressing seeing that area desolate after dogs and
their owners had such great fun and memories there. I think the northern end of Palm Beach would be
a great area for dogs and wouldn’t upset too many people.
This doggie subject has been going on for years...... Just get on with it...... There is plenty of
beach...north PB is fine....
Absolutely support.
We have two dogs and we live in the NB area we would love an opportunity to let our dogs on the
beach legally and abide the rules in place.
My only recommendation is that there are adequate bins placed on entry/exit at each point for all users
to assist in both general rubbish and dog waste disposal
We desperately need areas for dogs to exercise
There are nowhere near enough off leash areas on the peninsula.
I support this - not sure it should be so close to the surf club though as dogs don’t always watch where
they’re going. An area that is not busy with children and surf club activities could be better. Thank you
for trialling this as dog owners have dogs as they love to spend time with them (rather than leaving
them at home as they are not allowed anywhere) doing the things they like to do - great to be able to
take them to the beach and not have to be tied onto a leash - dogs need natural environment to thrive.
Would be good to have different times for winter as not much light time after 4pm.
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(1) “Increased traffic and restricted access to Mona Vale Hospital”: increased numbers of dog owners
driving to exercise their dogs on Mona Vale (South) will worsen the already congested traffic and
demand for parking spaces, not ignoring public holidays and summer holidays.
(2) “Hydrology, water quality and sediments”: concern about fouling of the water from dog urine and
faeces, resulting in poor water quality and an unpleasant swimming environment for people.
(3) “Terrestrial biodiversity”: off leash dogs can disturb wildlife, such as migratory birds, by chasing
them and disrupting them nesting and feeding on beaches.
(4) “Migration to Mona Vale Beach (North) over time”: little stopping unleashed dogs running up to
Mona Vale (North), over time. Unleashed dogs are currently seen sporadically throughout most days
from ‘mid’ to ‘south’ Mona Vale Beach…ignoring current policy.
(5) “Impact on evening beach walkers, runners etc.”; after work/school walks will be restricted, as
many, especially young children are anxious when within close proximity of dogs, especially unleased
dogs.
(6) “Socio-economic”: the amenity of theses beaches are valued, particularly the pristine beach and
the unique view of the sunset. A key concern is the change of use from a low-key, pristine informal
recreation beach to a ‘dog beach’ that will alter the character and use of the beach. People who don’t
like dogs or don’t want to share the beach with a large number of dogs will be excluded from the beach
in the late afternoons when many people like to use the beach to avoid the midday sun. Families with
children, walkers, bathers, tourists and fishers will be most affected by off leash dogs. Some people who
don’t own dogs are fearful of confrontations with dog owners who don’t follow the rules.
(7) “Waste management”: dog faeces would be left on the beach, or dog waste bags not properly
disposed of in bins.
(8.) “Noise”: local residents, tourist, surfers, swimmers and bathers will be affected by dogs barking
when they are let off leash.
(9) “Safety of visitors to the beach from dogs”. Other beach users, particularly families with children,
the elderly, local residents, walkers and joggers, are at risk from harassment and unprovoked attacks by
off leash dogs particularly in the late afternoons when they like to use the beach. Many beach users fear
that dog owners will not be able to control their unleashed dogs.
(10) “Visual impact of regulatory signs.”
(11) “Public health” concerns from dog urine and faecal contamination, particularly from playing in
sand, and walking on sand, and in the water.
(12) “Impact of dogs and visitors on the structural integrity and stability of the beach dunes.”
(13)“ Migration to other beaches across the Northern Beaches”; any new policies will be a basis for
policy expansion across other beaches
(14) “Marine biodiversity”: A dog swimming area at Palm Beach (North) or Mona Vale Beach (South) is
contrary to Commonwealth, State and Northern Beaches Council legislation and policies. I.e. protection
of Habitat for marine species, particularly those endangered.
Too many dog owners in this area already ignore rules or have very poor control of their dogs so they
will not keep their dogs to the required area. Inevitably dogs will stray further along the beach or up to
the roadway/park to frighten and/or endanger pedestrians.
In addition there is the inevitable fouling of the area with dog excrement.
I am sometimes unsteady as a result of childhood polio and sometimes need to use a stick when
walking - I am frankly scared to walk in my surrounding streets because of the risk of being (again)
charged by an unleashed dog, or even worse bitten or mauled.
Palm Beach is a safe place for me.
The reserve and beach are two of my favourite walking areas because they are safe and relatively dogfree. I have never encountered an unleashed dog in these areas and two not wish to - so I oppose this
plan for Palm Beach.
Helps to bring the community together in a safe shared space.
Yes, I feel it’s definitely needed.. Always wanted to walk & enjoy Palm beach 99.9% of dog owners are
responsible. Clear up after their dogs unlike many people, mainly Tourists leaving litter thats dangerous
to wildlife.
As for the sea grass I have never seen damage from dogs.
People are incapable of cleaning up after their food on the footpath and grass area, do it'll be the same
set the beach, with the difference we don't use shoes at the beach, me lay on the sand.
Add Station Beach to the proposal.

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

94

Page 74 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

People can’t be trusted to clean up after their dog nor keep them in the unleashed area. There are
always people who will take their dog all the way along beaches where there are supposed to be no
dogs
I object to the proposal for off-leash dogs at northern Palm Beach and in the hours proposed because
this use is incompatible with the current values of the area and adjacent natural areas for native
species. The proposed area includes inter-tidal coastal zone and dunes, bushland and buffer zone
adjoining national park. As a local resident and frequent beach user I know that there are many resting
and foraging seabirds that use the beach in the proposed area and that many other native birds and
other native species use the adjacent dunes and bushland to this area of beach. Off-leash dogs will
disturb these native species, especially during the early morning and late afternoon hours as proposed
which are highest times of use by native species. This area on the northern end of Palm Beach deserves
reinforced protection and formal status as a low-use buffer zone where conservation purposes and
native species are given priority. As a keen local bird watcher, bush and beach walker and naturalist, the
proposal to allow off-leash dogs is incompatible with my undisturbed enjoyment of these natural areas.
Please re-direct off-leash dog use to southern Palm Beach which already has high levels of visitation and
human use, and where off-leash hours can be used as a management tool to reduce conflict with other
beach users.
We have plenty of dog areas, we do NOT need to mess up our beautiful Mona Vale Beach with dogs &
their very thoughtless owners, Yes, I m a dog owner, but do NOT want to run my dog on beautiful Mona
Vale beach
This area is already under increased stress from large numbers of tourists each weekend, so much so
that a trip back to Avalon on a Sunday afternoon can take up to 45 minutes. Dogs will wander off leash
into the sensitive sand dune area where native animals and birds live. I see dogs in the dune area
already even though it is illegal, leaving faeces and urine with owners turning a blind eye. Seals also use
the proposed area to rest and sun bake. Palm Beach is precious, famous for its natural beauty and
peacefulness, let’s protect it and do our best to keep the beaches pristine for every person to enjoy.
I am a local on Barrenjoey road and do not approve off leash dog walking on this part of the beach. I
often walk my child on the grass above the beach and I don’t believe I should be concerned that owners
are ushering their off leash dogs to their cars or sitting on that patch of grass with unleashed dogs. Dogs
often jump up on the pram as it is, I don’t think containing dogs to off leash to beach only will work.
Being so close to the actual beach, I think people will use the off leash walking as an excuse to keep
their dogs off leash in the park area to watch the surfers and hang, even though the actual park area
itself wouldn’t be off leash.
I also don’t believe the hours will be adhered to, how will they be policed? Council can’t seem to stop
people from parking across my driveway, the police can’t stop hoons from speeding around there
either, let alone someone “policing” off leash dogs.
Also, the parking down there is bad enough as it is for surfers and tourists to use the actual beach for
their own amenity.
It is extremely important for our pets to have off leash areas on the beaches for the mental of both pet
and owner, the sand being softer on joints, freedom to run free, learning to feel water. 100% this will be
the best thing for all beaches to offer this.
Off leash dogs require more restrictions - ie licence required by owners - licence achieved by proving
100% control of dog AT ALL TIMES.
Proposing yet another off leash dog area when the council cannot control the ones currently in place is
negligent.
I feel that each suburb should offer a couple of hours each day when rate payers can take their dogs
into designated sections of or designated beaches. Please consider Avalon Beach as well.
I actually think north palm beach between 430pm - 730am is a much better option. The stuffy palm
beach residents never visit that area. Result - everyone is happy
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I own a large dog and appreciate taking my dog out into the community on streets, parks, and
designated off-lead parks. I also enjoy the peace and tranquility of the beach, untouched by animals not
native to the area, and not being disturbed by animals roaming free off a lead. There are already plenty
of areas where people can take their dogs for a walk but a beach isn't one. I understand most people
pick up dog waste but there are always the odd few that either purposely don't do it, or accidentally
miss it. Already plenty of this at parks, we don't need more at the beach. The area at Palm Beach is
approaching national park area where dogs are banned anyway so this should have been the first red
flag that showed this beach was the wrong option.
All our beaches should allow dogs on a leash to walk with their owners.. No different to the grass or
footpath next to the beach. Support some off leash areas as well as proposed.
Great idea!
It’s just a small area, but will allow people to walk & exercise themselves & their dogs in an open & free,
healthy environment.
So important to both dog and walkers health
Dogs need more open spaces to run free. It would be lovely to have the opportunity for dogs to spend
time with their families at the beach.
Wild life and children danget
North end of PB would be great. We really need a beach for our dogs.
We need off leash areas where responsible dog owners and their dogs can enojy the water..
The off-leash area would make far more sense on the Pittwater-side, somewhere along Station Beach.
Even then, though, it seems like a bad idea for Palm Beach, if the attitudes of users at other off-leash
areas in Pittwater is any indication.
The old saying.... dogs don’t pollute, we humans do. Boats destroy the ocean beds not dogs.
Would be great to have more areas with an off leash area at am and pm times across many beaches .
But fully support .
Absolutely support!
At beaches that allow dogs, the sand might harbor Toxocara canis, a parasitic roundworm that typically
infects canines, according scientific FACT.People can become infected with T. canis by accidentally
swallowing soil that has been contaminated with dog feces that contain T. canis eggs so young children
can not be in the same location logically.doog poo is not nice on the beach.
Dogs off leash as proposed are too close sensitive national park environment.
Affects water quality - particularly a problem so close to kiddies corner
Palm beach is pretty pristine - definitely do not want to see it overrun with barking dogs and their
yelling owners - see Bayview
Concern dogs and their poos ( inevitably buried in the sand) will attract sharks to the mouth of Pittwater
Would really appreciate more dog friendly beaches even if in winter only or quieter hours
Great idea
If we don’t help the covid purchased puppy’s release some energy we will have our pounds full of
unhappy noisy dogs.
We need an area for dogs to swim and play on a beach, north Palm Beach would be perfect as there are
not too many people in that area of the beach. I do find it quite upsetting that dogs are allowed on
most beaches north and south of Sydney but not on any beach in Sydney
This is a small area only, dog bins should be provided in the proximity of this area so this trial is a
success.
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People and their animals deserve and need recreational areas, the beach is perfect for dogs to run and
remain fit and healthy. Bayview is a prime example of a common area used by all breeds of dogs for fun
and social interaction.
Very excited for this. Have enjoyed holidays up the coast in pet friendly accommodation and visited off
leash dog beaches & it’s been wonderful. If it can work there it can work here.
Love my dog, love my area, love to take her for a swim and enjoy the beautiful view from Station
Beach. Hate that a tiny minority can spoil that for the majority.
Wonderful idea
We need more areas where to bring dogs. Covid 19 pushed more and more people on having a dog to
avoid loneliness and now dog parks are over crowded.
Fantastic proposal!
Its a good idea.
Our footpaths are regularly contaminated with dog faeces from on-leash dogs. It is therefore certain
that off-leash dogs will leave nasty surprises for children playing on the beach in the middle of the day.
Palm Beach desperately needs an off leash dog area. The stodgy people who oppose it are being selfish.
It is only natural that dogs should be able to run free for a while. The Central Coast has success with off
leash areas.
Think it's a brilliant idea
The addition of this off leash area would be a benefit to local residents as well as an attraction for
visitors. Dogs are born to run, an exercise they rarely get on leash. All the local dog owners that I know
are responsible dog walkers who not only pick up their dog droppings, in a lot of cases, they pick up
general rubbish as well. The benefits to the residents and their dogs by far outweighs potential risks.
After all, it is a trial. And there is community benefit not micro self interest.
Area needs to be larger.
it is an area that is not well populated with people, so usually used by wildlife. Dogs will now disturb
that PLUS areas that cannot be watch always get poop left behind. The reason the central coast beaches
work well is that generally used by locals (with houses behind the beach) and quite well frequented,
people feel they " own" the section and work hard to keep it clean and friendly. Yes I have a dog and
would love beach area to walk with her but have seen too much disturbance to areas where wildlife
should be left alone
There are very few places on the beaches where dogs can play on the beach. Off leash dog parks create
a gear space for families to gather. It would be a great addition to Palm beach.
Need to also include area on Pittwater side to enable dog exercise when strong southerly winds.
Many dog owners as it is, fail to remove their dog poo on the footpath when their dog should be on a
leach. Many more will be sure to leave the poo on the beach with the excuse that the tide will wash it
away, when and if the dog is a distance from them. Many dogs get overexcited and out of control
when off leach making it uncomfortable for people walking in the area.
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I fully support the submission by Lifesaver Rocky Sinclair. Dogs should not be on any public beaches in
the heavily populated Sydney urban areas ie PB or MV. Same arguments as ever:
Dog owners do NOT pick up after their dogs, as often as they THINK they do. They are often on their
phones/talking to friends and are distracted. They often leave their filled poo bags tied to fences, or on
the sand awaiting their return journey - then poo bag is forgotten. This is a pristine beach close to the
National Park that should remain a pristine beach.
The sand tombola and dunes are habitat to bird and wildlife that will be disturbed by these dogs regardless of what the rules intend. Many owners will NOT keep their dogs on leads & they will roam in
the dunes and NP.
NBC does not have the budget for the number of Rangers that would be required to follow up re
compliance.
Children (& the general public) play/sit in that sand. This sand will never be clean if dogs are allowed on
it. Even if dog poo is picked up there is much residue that is then washed into the water and further
along the sand, so both the water and surrounding sand is fouled.
Traffic on this heavily utilised dead end road will increase further, as will parking, which is already at
capacity in summer. Home & Away tourists and film trucks have taken over. The Barrenjoey Peninsula is
currently being destroyed by the sheer number of tourists tramping around the headland and it is losing
its wild beauty. We need to preserve this special place. Bringing dogs into this space will only add to the
existing problems with overuse.
There are enough ugly signs on the beaches, we don't need/want any more.
Please reject the proposal to open up any surf beaches to dogs in the Sydney metro area. Thank you.
Great idea and hope it proceeds
Dogs do not belong on the beach. I am a responsible dog owner and keep mine away. There is plenty of
green space for them to exercise in. The beach is for children to be safe. The playing fields at Careel Bay
are enough of a disgrace from off leash dogs because their owners won’t pick up after them. It will be
the same at the beach. Please do not allow dogs on the beach.
In an age where mental health awareness is such a massive issue I would of thought opening up more
areas for dog owners and their dogs to not only exercise and enjoy the beaches we are lucky enough to
live by but get social interaction within their community. It’s a win win as far as I’m concerned. I’ve
never seen a dog dump it’s car ashtray at the beach, in my experience 99% percent of dog owners do
the right thing and clean up any mess.
There are dogs unlawfully on northern beaches beaches already who disregard the laws and let their
dogs roam, off leash. I know of reports that one dog owner lets their dog swim in Freshwater rock pool.
They were told by people at the pool that this was not allowed, but it did not stop them doing it
repeatedly. Dog owners in general are not responsible enough to control dogs in a specific area of a
beach. I have been on beaches where there are specified areas but the dogs do not stay in those areas
as they were not supervised enough. What happens when someone comes to the beach and plays in
the sand where a dog has urinated. I have seen this happen on the beach I frequent. Someone's child
probably came to the beach that day after the dog had urinated, and played in the contaminated sand.
What a health hazard.
I think this is a great project and should be made long term.
We have enough beaches to be able to share some with dog owners. I do not own a dog.
We need more activity in our society and pets are a big part of this
The beaches are their to share and enjoy by all
If the city beaches in Melbourne can have off leash times for dogs why can’t we. It works on the central
coast as well.
A dog friendly beach is well overdue for the area. Most locals seem to be in support of this, yet is seems
that the Station Beach closure was as a result of a wealthy local individual. The consensus in the area, I
believe, is to have a dog friendly beach.
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The trial should not proceed until after the environmental process has been completed. The beach is a
fragile ecosystem which can be easily destroyed by dogs and we have many problems currently with our
beaches. Unfortunately there are many irresponsible dog owners who will abuse the system and I have
never seen any rangers on the beaches to check that rules are being followed. I have had to clean up
many times after dogs when their owners have not bothered. I have owned dogs for 35 years and love
dogs but we don't need them on the beach.
YES despite the negative comments from ‘Rocky Sinclair’ most dog owners are responsible and we call
out those who are not. The pic shown are really not appropriate, we can show lots of positive pics of
responsible families enjoying the beach with their dogs!
Dog owners ignore all the rules so there are dogs everywhere already we certainly don’t need more
areas for them.
As a resident of Newport, there is not much on offer in terms of off leash area for dogs - unless one
drives to Bayview - that are also pleasurable for dog owners.
To be able to have something like Currong Beach down on the South Coast - a dog and human beach would be amazing.
I would argue that more residents have more dogs than even with families taking on a pet during Covid.
I totally support an off-leash area in Palm Beach.
I’m concerned if the area is not fully secured that dogs will get in and destroy native flora and fauna in
the adjoining reserves.
My other hesitation is many dog owners do not clean up after their dogs and many will walk ahead of
their dogs and not even see them poo, which will not be very desirable on a world famous beach.
Our pets are a loyal and devoted member of our family and therefore should be considered an equally
important part of the community.
It works everywhere else..why not here.
Definitely long overdue
Dog off the leash areas are available on the Northern Beaches. Majority of Dog owners at Curl Curl
lagoon, especially weekends, do not follow the rules and dogs are often swimming beach side and
running along the sand in the path of children. Owners throwing sticks and balls with dogs running up
to beach goers to play along. Dogs off leashes tend to also go after each other. Dog owners are remiss
in picking up after their dogs faeces on the sand. Beach goers do not want to have to swim with or walk
through dog faeces while on the beach. And yes it does happen. Just have to walk along pathways in
Narrabeen to see mountains of poo left behind by dog owners.
I think this is a great thing for the community and for our fellow pooches.
I think the dog population is bursting in this area and this is a perfect and safe spot to allow dogs and
people to recreate together.
About time
Lots of well behaved dogs on the. Northern beaches who need time off leash....poor facilities for dogs at
the moment. Lots of beaches virtually unused
It is so wonderful to share the beach with dogs as well as people!! The set times means that everyone
gets an opportunity to enjoy the beach!
Please give us an area for our fur babies to go with us. We will cleanup..
That would be great. We need a piece of beach for our beautiful dogs to run around.
We need more off leash dog areas for dogs, and we have plenty of beaches for this to happen at certain
times and days. There are so many dog owners in the area.
Would prefer 24/7, especially on weekends.
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Dog owners already break the rules and have dogs running on all the beaches in our area. I have seen
dogs go to the toilet on the beach and dog owners have already walked off. Also I have young children
and want to enjoy our beaches with out the stress of them being jumped on or attacked at the beach.
NBC need to have more rangers booking irresponsible dog owners. Also, an example of stressful events
with dogs, people bring them to rat park for football training and I have seen a lot of dog fights /
attacks. If you put a lot of dogs together it is a disaster waiting to happen. I love dogs but do not believe
they should be allowed on our beautiful beaches at Palm Beach and Mona Vale. I live in Mona Vale and
often visit Robert Dunn park, it stinks of dog poop.
Looks good, but we need an off leash time at terrey hills oval that is reasonable in its availability
included in these proposals.
Please open the beach to dogs it would be so wonderful 😊
Fabulous idea that with the time restrictions in place will see the use of the beach sensibly shared.
It will be wonderful for families to be able to enjoy this space with their dogs. Just look how busy
Bayview is - it speaks for itself what a popular idea it is. It works really well in many other parts of
Sydney, why not here...
Our dogs have rights to exercise just like us humans.
Please go ahead with this, it makes so much sense for everybody.
Great idea. More beaches should have off leash areas like this
We are desperate for dog beaches, it's seems everywhere outside Sydney dogs co exist on beaches in
total harmony, cannot understand why we cannot here.
A great idea.well over due.
I think southern end Station Beach is still a better option with the area being more contained and
totally separate from the national park.
Dogs do not know boundaries and owners may assume the the far north end of Palm Beach is the
boundary which is an area that seals and frequent. It's human nature to walk to the end of the beach.
This means there will have to be large clear signage showing the cut off lines on the beach.
The times should be before Surf patrols start at 9am and after 6pm in the Summer months ie Day light
Saving hours and out of Surf club patrols hours. Lifesavers should not have to factor in the
implications/risks.
Need more off leash areas, in particular areas where dogs can swim.
I think this is great!!! We need more dog friendly places on the northern beaches
Being a resident in the Northern beaches from last year coming from Victoria I see there is a great
number of pets and dogs especially I propose having all beaches open from certain times ie pre 8am
and after 6pm big fines for leaving poo
What a great idea. Shared space to exercise our dogs
As I often walk the length of Palm Beach during the hours proposed trial, I am not supportive of having
unleashed dogs roam the beach. As it currently stands, there are dog owners who flout the current
regulations so I doubt that they would abide by the proposed trial including hours and location.
Further, unfortunately there is an element of dog owners that do not clean up after their animals which
poses a health as well as a visual issue.
In addition to the above, I am a active member of North Palm Beach Surf Club and are required to
patrol the length of Beach north of the North Palm Beach Surf club. I have serious concerns about my
safety both physically and health due to roaming dogs.
It should be extended right to the nth end
We desperately need an off leash area. The proposal is a sensible and practical solution for dogs,
residents and visitors.
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Bayview is extremely busy all the time with sometimes over 60 dogs there it’s incredible you hard to
train a puppy with that many dogs around. We need more dog friendly beaches!!!
As a resident of the palm beach area, I think this is a great initiative.
Will be good to have just a little beach access for ratepayers with dogs
It would be lovely for the dogs to be able to swim in the water
I don’t think we need more dogs on beaches. I have a dog and there are plenty of places to exercise.
The dogs don’t need the beach a d we need to protect our environment.
There is so much evidence it works in other parts of the nsw coast. Humans are more an issue than dogs
re pollution. In a time where mental health is so important, it would benefit so many snd improve
quality of life.
There is so much evidence it works in other parts of the nsw coast. Humans are more an issue than dogs
re pollution. In a time where mental health is so important, it would benefit so many snd improve
quality of life.
There is so much evidence it works in other parts of the nsw coast. Humans are more an issue than dogs
re pollution. In a time where mental health is so important, it would benefit so many snd improve
quality of life.
It will spoil a beautiful part of coastline and dog owners push boundaries, we’ve witnessed this at our
local beach Clontarf where there is a swimming area and cafe for off leash dogs at Sandy bay, but we
have off leash dogs leading into National Park they run over you on the beach , we have stopped going
there as often . Some dog owners pretend not to know the rules so spoil it for everyone else, and who
enforces the rules ? Since COVID the noise of dogs in back gardens is hideous, there is no peace at home
any more now the beach.
I think it would be an amazing idea for the community and all dog owners to be able to access the
beach with their much loved four legged friends!
I think it will be amazing opportunity for all dog owners to be able to walk their dogs in the most
beautiful parts of the northern beaches.
This is amazing!! I hope it gets approved.
The Northern beaches lack any dog friendly beach area, with people having to travel to Umina.
Community definitely needs this.
These areas a very lightly used by beach goers, there is definitely a need for more off leash spaces on
the northern beaches.
I would love to have this area to be dog friendly and to see my dog enjoy herself with other dogs. At
present I go to Bayview it would be wonderful to be closer and to interact with other dog lovers
Great location. Some distance from flagged swimming areas.
People already illegally take their dogs off leash on the beach. The dogs often run up to us and our kids
and scare them and the owners do nothing to keep them under control, the owners leave poop buried
in the sand or tossed into the ocean. The dogs dominate the beach and make it unusable for people
who want to use the beach for playing, sunbaking and swimming.
We live in one of the most affluent, family friendly regions. Those families in the most cases include
furry children and it is a shame that they have to be broken up to enjoy all that the northern beaches
have to offer. I whole heartedly believe there is a way to come to an agreement that will work for the
minority (non-dog-people) as well. Surely those few people shouldn’t be made the centre of those
decisions!!!
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Sea birds that use the northern end of Palm Beach deserve protection from off-leash dogs. Best
practices in management of beach visitor impacts on sea birds include - keep a safe distance from
nesting and resting birds on the beach. Don’t allow children or dogs to chase birds. Just because the dog
doesn’t catch a bird, doesn’t mean the bird isn’t detrimentally affected. Keep dogs leashed in areas
used by resting and nesting sea birds. Council, please uphold these best practices and do not allow offleash dogs on the northern end of Palm Beach. Please refer to other cases in where sea birds (and other
native species) are protected from being chased by off-leash uncontrolled dogs. Campaigns are actively
run in the USA and UK, for example, to ensure that dogs are not allowed to chase sea birds because of
the importance of undisturbed beaches for resting and nesting sea birds.
The northern beaches needs these areas as a community I’ve seen them work very well in other regions
such as the central coast
I like dogs and have had dogs all of my life but ...Dogs should not be allowed on beaches.
It's proven by the amount of dog faeces in parks and in public areas that dog owners are not
responsible enough to pick up after their dogs in these areas so they won't pick up on beaches.
People (who are more important than dogs) should be able to go to the beach and take their children
without having dogs running all around.
So many people already illegally walk their dogs on beaches where they are not supposed to be.
Allowing more 'Dog Beaches' will just amplify this problem as they will flaunt the law even more,
thinking that 'it's ok on some beaches so why not on all'.
I’m a rate payer I want to utilise a quiet time or part of day to do a healthy walk with my best friend my
dog
Love swing dogs play on the beach!!
Lots of comments against based on dog dirt on the beach. I see nappies, we don’t ban kids. I see plastic
waste, we don’t ban humans. Similar for disturbing the wildlife. People are much more populous and
much more a problem then the dogs they bring with them.
This is one of the most pristine natural environments in Sydney. An area that attracts many, many
pedestrian visitors, local and beyond. All meters from a National Park. And you want dogs running
around unrestrained on the sand. You have got to be joking!
Dogs need to be able to swim and play freely. I have been to many dog beaches up and down the coast
of NSW, no problems encountered and rules are obeyed. Our area seems to be one of the few councils
who don’t allow access to a beach for dogs. Not very progressive! Thankyou
The location boarders the National Park. Dogs will enter this area and damage the environment.
All dog parks have a waste issue. That area of the beach is heavily used by families. You'll have people
stepping and sitting on dog excrement.
There's no way to fence or restrict dogs to that area. The end result will be unleashed dogs using the
entire beach.
This will create a danger to families with young children. Furthermore, you'll create social discord as
people attempt to enforce the area. With dog owners ignoring the boundary.
I find dogs off the leash on the beach intimidating as there are too many dogs these days. Keep them on
grassed areas where council can get rid of the urine with hoses on water trucks from time to time.
We find it unhygienic for those who would like to enjoy the beach (including running on the beach) and
the water (swimming and surfing), especially because of the dogs excreta. We are therefore not in
support of the proposed dog off-leash area. Pittwater Council already provides various areas and it
doesn't require more areas, and most certainlty not on the beaches.
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There is an absence of off lease dog areas in Palm Beach particularly for a dog that enjoys sand and
water play .There is also limited opportunity for dogs and owners to gather in Palm Beach. and interact
socially.Such interaction is beneficial for both owners and dogs.
My observation is that most dog owners are diligent around maintaining control and cleaning up dog
poo particularly when observed by others in a shared area.
Currently one has to travel from Palm Beach by car adding to the traffic congestion to access a dog
beach.
Many owners exercise their dogs at the beginning or end of the day when public use of the beach is
likely to be lowest.
A large percentage of families own a dog( over 30%?) so an off leash dog area would serve the needs
and desires of a large percentage of the community.
Definitely NO. I am totally opposed to dogs being off the leash at the Northern End of Palm Beach.
Firstly the pleasure of walking along the beach and reaching the end would be totally ruined if dogs
were off the leash and as they often do, jump up on people. This is one of the most beautiful beaches
in NSW and having to be on the look out for unleashed dogs and not absorb the beauty would be
heartbreaking.
My other serious concern is that this beach adjoins National Park where there are native animals and I
fear for these animals should unleashed dogs go into this area.
I strongly believe dogs should only be off the leash away from National Parks and in an enclosed area.
We would love to take Wilson and the rest of his mobile phone using children out for some exercise &
fun on the beach.
I am strongly opposed to the use of a significant part of North Palm surfing beach as an off-leash dog
area. North Palm Beach is heavily used by surfers, kite-surfers, picnickers, joggers and walkers who do
not need to be accosted by unruly dogs or have to deal with “doggy-doo” on the sand.
In spite of the best efforts of the many responsible dog-owners, there are still many uncaring or
incapable dog owners who will allow their dogs to run amok on the beach. It is unfair for regular users
of the beach to have to deal with unrestrained dogs and to put up with the calling cards left by the dogs
in the sand.
Dogs are animals too, they should be allowed to roam as freely on the earth as every other animal. You
wouldn’t hear anyone complain if they found a kangaroo on the beach would you?
I've been walking along Palm Beach since moving to the Northern beaches almost 20 years ago. It's
always been my safe haven and the place I can be at peace. I feel horrified that dogs may be running
loose at times and can no longer walk there safely. Please could you reconsider and keep them off the
beach.
Pristine beach, nearly world heritage that will be covered in dog excrement and out of control animals.
Totally inappropriate environment. Highly trafficked by families with small children. On the doorstep
of a national park.
This area will prove to be too small for the large number of dogs anticipated to use this part of the
beach......how will the boundaries be defined?
I doubt all users will adhere to the boundaries and dogs off leash will dash off into the vegetated areas.
As a person who picks up rubbish, I am constantly saddened by the number of dog owners who throw
their dog droppings into the bushland and surrounding areas and I can envisage this will happen at Palm
Beach (north) with the bushland so close.
I definitely do not like the idea of dogs urinating in the sand (which they will) and the high tides washing
the urine into the ocean and causing more ocean pollution.
As a frequent visitor to this stretch of beach (I live locally) I have never observed it to be busy at these
proposed times. Allowing dogs to exercise here is logical and conforms with the norms in other council
areas.
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Dogs should not be off leash on a public beach as many children use the beaches in the morning before
it gets too hot. Many children are frightened of dogs and this would impact the child’s and family’s
enjoyment at the beach.
There are many instances in the community where dog owners do not pick up their dog droppings. It
would be awful to see dog droppings on the beach where young children play in the sand. I would
consider this a major risk to health. Even if you erect signs and fine people, rangers are not there 24/7
and human nature means people only comply when they are being monitored.
Dogs are also unpredictable and have the potential to bite. Having dogs around the public beaches
would be an unacceptable risk to families wanting to enjoy the beach.
Dogs should not impact others enjoyment of a free public space. I enjoy going to the beach with my
children and I do not want dogs roaming on the beaches off leash.
Responsible dog owners should be able to walk their dogs on the beach.
When we visit friends in Mona Vale and Palm Beach it would so nice to be able to take the family dogs
to the beach.
If it ends up similar to the beaches in the Byron Bay area then expect the area to smell of dog urine and
find the occasional missile from the dogs.
We need areas like this for the health and well being of our pets and ourselves.
I firmly support this proposal. It will be in an area of north Palm Beach that is currently under-utilised
and is an even better alternative to the aborted trial at Station Beach. It will be a great asset to all dog
lovers in the community.
Dogs do not harm the environment .only people do ...leave rubbish .pollute etc ...Please let them have
some fun on the beach..Humans don't own it ..Thank you Camilla
This will be a wonderful amenity for the owners of dogs who've missed the opportunity to have Station
Beach as an off-leash area. I whole heartedly support it.
We were extremely sad when moving from the Central Coast where pups are able to go to most
beaches to the Northern Beaches with hardly any areas to let your dog run around. All of the off leash
dog parks are ridiculously small and don’t give the owners a chance to really exercise at the same time. I
hope that this goes ahead!
There aren’t enough places for dogs. They keep letting cyclist use the walking path you can’t even walk
your dog on a walking path without getting run over by a bike so say goodbye to bikes and welcome
dogs less hassle less injuries
This is a rarely used part of Palm Beach, and provided dog-owners are responsible and collect any waste
their dogs create (which 98% do in my experience) this is a great opportunity for both dogs and owners
to access our lovely beaches.
I am a dog owner but I strongly disagree with this trial. This is adjacent to National Park and dogs can't
read the signs. Owners will not be able to stop their dogs trying into the National Park and endangering
wildlife, especially in the dark (when most of the proposed permitted times are). Dogs can run 280
meters much faster than their owners, especially on sand. Dog faeces and urine will pollute the land
and water, affecting amenity for wildlife, swimmers and sunbathers. Even if owners pick up dog faeces,
often they just leave the bags tucked out of sight, or buried in the sand, to be exposed at a later date/by
children playing in the sand. Off-leash dogs will interfere with the use of the beach by all people,
annoying young and old alike. If this area is accepted after a trial, this will be the tip of the iceberg and
dog owners will seek enlargement of the area/similar ares on other beaches. Palm Beach is a pristine
area that attracts tourist and local dollars alike, and the adoption of any beach area for dog use (offleash or on) will discourage tourism and usage by locals alike. Please do not run this trial at Palm Beach
(or any other beach). I can't believe this is even being considered.
Dogs don't need to go in the ocean. It is a small percentage of dogs in the world that actually live on the
coast. So why spoil the amenity for other beach users. I am a dog owner and we perfectly enjoy the
various dog off-leash walking areas, there is no need for a dog to enter the water. Owners that really
want their dog to swim can go to the park at bayview. Keep the beaches for people. So it is a No from
me.
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There are already many parks and beaches across the northern beaches that dogs are able to be off
leash. Having Palm Beach, one of Sydney's most spectacular, able to have dogs off the leash will be an
impact to tourism, local businesses and also Council revenue if people do not come to the area because
of dogs not being in control. Owners cannot control dogs when they off the leash and can run further
than the proposed zone.
Beaches should be free and open for people. The proposal serves a small part of the community who
have dog parks and dog beaches already available to them. This proposal will make the beach exclusive
to dog owners and ruin the peaceful environment that the beach provides to beach-goers. People who
enjoy the beach should not be cramped into one part of the beach just so people can let their dogs run
free.
Great idea Why are you proposing regulations for land below high tide as I understand that is not a
council regulated area ? Makes area look far far bigger than it really is Below high tide is part of the
ocean hot the council
Bayview dog park is way over used. Last time I was there all I could smell was urine. That can't be
healthy. Surely some unused beach areas could be shared with dogs
Yes because we have loads in Perth and it’s wonderful.
The hours proposed are not suitable during winter months. They need a section that allows poets all
day! Dogs need sunshine, walks and fresh air. Just make pick up poo mandatory and on leash during
hours if need be.
A wonderful way for the many responsible dog owners who live in Northern Beaches LGA (and visitors)
to further enjoy where we live. Thank you Council.
Please make this happen so we have more than one off- leash option near our home for our 2 dogs. We
are all so bored of Careel Bay and my dogs love to swim!
we definitely need council to become more dog friendly on the Northern Beaches as in other areas.
Dogs are part of so many residents' lives and we should be able to integrate them more into our
lifestyle including walking them and playing with them off leash on more beaches in the area..
Dogs poop and they also attack other animals. They are a risk to people and our health
We need this
Every other state and the north coast and the south coast of NSW have dog beaches listen to the room
Empathically YES
Great idea, beautiful area for family and dogs to enjoy!
This will be fantastic for the community
Because I would love some dog beaches in the northern beaches.
Yes, absolutely. And preferably all the way to the north end…
Absolutely support this. Well needed and well overdue
All for it!!
I think it’s a great proposal and I like the idea of designated times so it’s a win win solution for
surfers/beach goers and dog owners
After loosing Station Beach we are in desperate need of a beach area for our dogs
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To many off us our dogs are our family & we just want to enjoy the beach together.
I would suggest that you check out other councils that have off leash beach areas for their feedback.
I live in Lake Macquarie & often take my dog to Hams Beach (a designated off leash area), the northern
part of Caves Beach.
It is so gorgeous watching our dogs having fun in & out of the water & playing together.
It is so clean & in my 6 years here, I have never seen any 'pooh' nor even a cigarette butt.
Everyone carries litter bags & the council has provided garbage bins in the car park.
Finally, it is so good for our mental health to be able to share nature with our pooches in a safe
environment.
We need a space for dogs on our beaches
Dogs need to exercise on sand and be able to swim in the water. Dogs love being with their human
family at all times and being able to share these experiences whether just sitting with them on the
beach or swimming with them is just so special. - just like it used to be years ago! Follow other states
and their councils to see what they offer and the Northern Beaches is so lacking behind every one of
them!
Although I feel 400 metres is not long enough but is better than nothing.
Have cctv in entrances to identify people that are make break the rules , such as aggressive dogs
attacking small ones. If reactive must wear muzzle over 10kgs. Safety for all.
1/The Station Beach failed trial showed unequivocally that dog owners did NOT respect any boundary
or times allotted to the trial. There are hundreds of timed pictures as factual demonstration.
2/ Council should in THE FIRST INSTANCE advise the public of the initial environmental risks prior to
seeking public comments. Eg What is the impact on the existing seal population? migratory birds? what
will be the resulting impact on sand and water quality as a result of dogs defecating on the beach?
3/ North Palm Beach is completely inappropriate for dogs off, or on leash due to proximity to the
national parks. The boundaries will impossible to maintain and signage has been demonstrated to be
useless. ( Signs and bins will deface a pristine Beach )
Palm Beach area UNSAFE as many families use this part of the beach and dont just sit near flags.
4/ As evidenced ( report commissioned ) in the station beach trial signage DID NOT WORK and thus
there is strong likely hood that dogs will run towards the flag area. This is a major safety issue resulting
in incompatibility of use. Dogs and beachgoers do not mix.
5/ As a resident living opposite Station beach, I personally witnessed most dog owners unleash their
dogs at the car park.
6/ I am concerned that dogs will run into Governor Phillip park dunes and sand tracks , causing damage
to flora and native fauna.
7/ existing Bayview and Clontarf off leash dog specific swim areas have resulted in no people being able
to swim at these locations.
8/

G'day, I live up in palm beach and its a right nightmare having to drive to Avalon dog park just to let my
mate stretch his legs daily. Cannot wait for this to become a reality.
I do not agree with the proposal even though I have a dog, I surf at Palm Beach and don't think the area
proposed is suitable.
It’s a good proposal. It’s well thought out. Please give dog owners here.
Unfortunately, not all dog owners pick up the poo, this is a health risk to humans and our native
wildlife.
Our native wildlife need more protected areas where dogs can’t go off leash.
It is a disgrace the number of dogs off leash on our beaches on any given day, which is illegal.
Yes more dog friendly beaches are needed. Dogs should be able to enjoy our wonderful beaches too.
Great place for family & dog fun together
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I own a dog and I think these off leash areas are a bad idea:
- I walk every day along the northern beaches coastline and the amount of dog crap left by owners is
disgusting. I also surf and I don’t want this extended to an area where I don’t wear shoes. It will also
pollute the oceans.
- an off leash area will risk damaging the ecology of the area. Even now, many owners let their dogs into
the restricted dune areas because they either don’t care about the rules or can’t control their dogs. I’ve
never seen someone fined for this.
- off leash dogs are bound to stretch into surrounding leashed areas (because dogs don’t understand
imagery boundaries). What will be done for children and people who are scared of dogs? Should they
now not go to the beach so dog owners can be prioritised?
Dogs are such an important part of our lives, and to have a space they can run free and exercise is only
good for all (Owners and Animals)
Its a win win...
I want to be able to walk my dog on lead on the beach that has good access (older person).
There is a middle ground - allow leashed dogs on the beach. Why is it only two extremes are
considered??
Open it up love dogs
I support the proposal. The area is a comparatively underutilised part of the beach - at least compared
to the southern area - and is also unpatrolled. Responsible dog ownwers need an area to exercise thier
dogs.
Need more areas. Most houses have digs and want to enjoy them! But there are virtually 2 places to go
We would love to be able to walk our dogs on the beach. Yes please.
No more public space given over to dogs! Stop encouraging dog ownership on the northern beaches
where the environment can't cope with the ever increasing number of humans let alone domestic
animals. Do not ruin beaches with dog poo & trampling dogs! See the damage they do at dog parks
where there is erosion and loss of vegetation. There just should not be so many dogs!
Too many people have more than one dog and no consideration for where it is going to exercise. The
public should not lose access to natural environment because of dog owners. Dog owners should only
be allowed one dog and pay for dog-amenities. Dog owners are not being responsible as evidenced by
dog poo & discarded poo bags everywhere and dogs off leash where they shouldn't be. Do not reward
them with access to our beautiful beaches at the expense of the public!!!
Dogs have enough green space already. Keep beaches clean & no animals
Dogs will make a mess of the beach that their owners will not clean up. Dogs also give off a strong scent
that will attract sharks close to shore placing lives of swimmers and surfers at risk.
I can't believe this is even being considered!
I don't believe dogs will stay within those dotted lines.
Sydney is blessed with big beaches and parks, unlike Europe there seems to be a complete bias towards
dogs/pets. These companion animals who are part of a family or a very much needed pet to a lonely
person are indispensable to our mental health. Those animals need to socialize and have a good run in
large areas where there is room for them. Most parks are too small for the number of dogs. We have
some much of our lives controlled... let them run!
110% support this idea. Travelling elsewhere in the state there are so many dog friendly beach options
and returning to Northern beaches there is nothing other than bay view dog park. We are so limited in
our off leash options. The majority of dog owners are responsible in picking up Waste etc so I don’t
think this should be an issue.
Dogs do not belong on our beautiful beaches.
Dogs do not need to go to the beach!! There is already Bayview nearby if dogs need to go for a swim.
What will contain the dogs within this random strip of beach??
How will this be kept safe for children on the beach when unleashed dogs are running around?
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Poop, aggressive dogs, aggressive owners and people going into national park and south of area
It's quite absurd how little beach access there is for dogs on the northern beaches. This is a small step in
the right direction.
Long overdue
I definitely think an area is important for dogs. They do not spoil the area at all. They add to the
enjoyment for all.
Let people relax and walk on the beach without being bothered by dogs
Go anywhere outside Sydney in NSW and all beaches are dog friendly. QLD is even better. Responsible
dog owners should be able to let their dogs off leash and enjoy the beach.
FANTASTIC!!!! YOU WILL HAVE SO MUCH SUPPORT FROM THE COMMUNITY!
Unless there is a ranger there at all times, no one will stop walking when they get to the northern
border and many dogs will end up entering the national park
Please, this proposal would be very welcome. We have just moved to Avalon from Manly and really
miss being able to exercise our dog on a beach. From my experience the majority of dog owners are
responsible as we appreciate the opportunity to share the beach with other users.
Leave our natural environments and beaches clean and undisturbed by impact of domestic animals.
Dog owners must keep dogs of golf course.
Leave our natural environments and beaches clean and undisturbed by impact of domestic animals.
There is no way that dogs will not enter the other ends of the beach and national park - dogs would love
to run up and down the sand dunes at the north end of Palm Beach, and it is unlikely owners would
stop it, particularly non-locals who drive to Palm Beach for a nice day out. Who would monitor
compliance? The signs will be useless and non-compliance will be huge. The risk to our natural
environment is just too high for these precious areas of the upper northern beaches. Keep dogs to ovals
and other already off-leash areas.
PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE THINK OF US WHO LIVE IN PALM BEACH WHO DEARLY WISH TO TAKE OUR
DOGS TO WALK AT THE BEACH. A FEW MISGUIDED MULTI MILLIONAIRES WHO RESIDE ELSEWHERE BUT
HAVE HOLIDAY HOMES HERE SHOULD BE IGNORED AS THEY DO NOT LIVE HERE. I AM THE LEAD FOR
"NEIGHBOURHOOD" PALM BEACH - A NEIGHBOUR APP WHICH CONNECTS RESIDENTS OF PALM BEACH.
EVERYONE WANTS THIS AS JUST ABOUT ALL RESIDENTS HAVE DOGS. THE DOG PARK IS DANGEROUS &
MUDDY. WE SHOULD NOT HAVE TO DRIVE ALL THE WAY TO CHURCH POINT TO TAKE OUR DOGS TO
THE BEACH AS THATS RIDICULOUS. IF HOME & AWAY CAN USE THE BEACH & RUIN IT FOR RESIDENTS
WHY CANT WE USE IT FOR THE PLEASURE OF OURSELVES & OUR DOGS.
So sad station beach was shut. This is really needed in the area. Great for all the family to enjoy time at
the beach with their family pet.
Dog owners represent 50% + of rate payers.
Why we don't follow others states example, i.e. in winter access allowed to the beaches, in summer
before 8am and after 6pm. That is fair to both sides.
I full support access to beaches for dogs and their owners.
This would be great, there is currently no access to beaches for walking your dog, which is such a
shame.
Yes!
Great to have a beach area for dogs
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Having specific areas permitted concentrates dogs increasing existing density causing damage to area.
We should have a general rule across the whole NB area in that way the density is spread and all share
equally- I strongly reject the idea of specific areas - see conditions at Careel bay to see why.
We need more off leash areas. We also should be able to take dogs to all national parks if they are
leashed. Understand they can’t be able to hurt wildlife but leashed they are controlled.
Palm Beach is one of the most pristine beaches in Sydney.
It is unfortunate but while most dog owners are indeed responsible, there are many who are not and
can never be entrusted to clean up their dog's faeces or other messes.
Such a beach cannot be handed over to off-leash dog use nor even on leash dog use.
This beach must be protected and kept clean and safe for Sydney family users.
Station beach was the subject of off and on leash dog use and I am not certain of the result but in any
case Palm Beach should be considered the most pristine beach in the area and protected as such.
I am a resident of Palm Beach for over 20 years.
I believe similar comment to mine above should be said for the Mona Vale Beach proposal but I will
leave it to Mona Vale residents to have their say on this subject.
As an owner of 5 dogs which compete in various dog sports I have many friends in Sydney. I would like
to have the option of visiting beaches in this area if I am in Sydney to compete in a dog sport or just
visiting friends.
Each dog owner or household should be carbon taxed annually as the average dog has a carbon
footprint equivalent to a small car, further, households should be licensed annually and need to meet
strict housing conditions. Any owners who breach the conditions of license should be heavily fined, the
animal destroyed and prevented from animal ownership for years. The $7B dog and cat industry should
attract a 25% sales tax on goods and services, the proceeds of which could be directed to feral animal
extermination. All of these strategies would discourage ownership, reduce carbon pollution and remedy
the human disgrace that distorts the allocation of food resources to these human manufactured
abominations. The mentally ill who own dogs and cats could also be assisted. The environmental impact
of this proposal is unacceptable and local government and state governments need to police the
companion act and also strengthen it to satisfy the silent majority and protect the environment.
Supportive of the beach being made available to off leash dogs. I think this is an excellent solution and
as a dog owner who walks here daily on the footpath, I would welcome it.
There has been an explosion of dog poo in parks, on foot paths and even playgrounds in the last 6
months. I have witnessed three seperate incidents where dogs off leash have killed a baby bush turkey,
possum and lizard. Irresponsible owners and dogs with their attack instincts are not in my opinion
welcome to destroy our beaches
Th4e short lived trial on Station Beach was only half done as dogs were only permited on leash.
Whilst pleasant walking dogs at sunset it was disapointing they were unable to run free under the rules.
Furthermore the fact that around 90% of those surveyed supported a dogs on beach rule, the 10% or so
minority who didn's still ended up winning. What justice is there in that and what happened to majority
rules.
We fully support North Palm Beach as a dog beach even under restricted hours but if it happens please
ensure it's off-leash.
this area is almost unused in current format.the dogs need some where to walk off leash and i feel this
is a perfect place .
Could be bigger
What a stupid idea, how do they stay out of the national parl.. council has proved itself incompetent in
compliance and pretty much any other form of poor behave. Another iconic location destroyed by
idiots, any locals left in that organisation.
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Dogs are a part of every persons life. They are a contributing family member and should have the right
to free exercise with their owners and not just the select few who try to destroy our open way of life.
For the sake of parents and children mental health, give us our freedoms that we may share with our
pets for a balanced healthy society.
North Palm Beach is the perfect place to allow our pets to free exercise.
This is a great location, well removed from beachgoers. Water and beach access for dogs is great for
enjoying the outdoors with their owners. It is clean, no mud or grass stains, and no ticks, a very big deal
in this area. If there are time and season limitations to avoid clashing with busy, popular usage, then
that is reasonable, but this area seems unused. The present facility at Rowland Reserve is nice but
unsafe (for humans and dogs) as it is overcrowded.
The number of dogs in the area has grown dramatically, and current facilities are now inadequate.
Why ?
I.E. why should we be creating this for dogs
Next we will need to have over night accommodation so that regional dogs will have the equal and
same rights as canines - buses from Bourke for working dogs without a holiday.
Can we have an off leash area for all Pets or local domesticated mammals reptiles etc
After experiencing other “dog” beaches I am against this proposal.
People inevitably leave poo behind, often IN plastic bags.
My 3 year old granddaughter has frequently been jumped on by dogs and is now terrified of them.
Pets are a big part of a lot of peoples lives and mental health. This should be encouraged to get people
outside and exercising
I support more dog friendly spaces on the Northern Beaches in general. Particularly beach areas.
This is an important facility for dog owners in the northern northern beaches. And surely cannot cause
anyone distress being adjacent to the golf course and away from homes. I am no longer a dog owner,
but as a resident of the northern beaches I fully support this.
Yes I support this, I think it's a great idea.
I rely on my companion pet for my mental health and walking on the beach also helps me with my
anxiety. Not being able to do this activity with my dog on the northern beaches is very upsetting. Dogs
also rely on playtime with other dogs for social interaction and you would find that majority of dog
owners clean up after their pet. Dogs are a member of the family and should be treated as such, we
have had very enjoyable times at other beaches on the NSW coast that allows pets, it feels very
restricted here and behind the times.
Support 100%. we need more shared spaces!
Suggest, along with the trial proceeding, that there should be an aligned education plan for the whole
community, that embraces key messages: harmony, community (smile), waste management (pick up
your litter, pick up your poo) and dog owner's responsibilities.
Are you fucking mad!? North Palm Beach is the last remaining ‘wilderness’ beach on the Pittwater
Peninsular and probably all of the Sydney coastline. This area is for quiet escape and the beauty of the
ocean and relic dune systems! Already the location adjacent to your proposal is infested with dogs shit,
dogs off leashes with the arrogant irresponsible and somewhat mentally disturbed owners flouting the
Campion Act that council fails to enforce. Dogs and cats are analogous to fossil fuel driven cars and the
transition to alternatives, tax them out of existence and sabe our environment. Disgraceful!
Having set times (rather than at all times) doesn’t take into account people’s variable work schedules
and other commitments. People no longer work strictly 9-5, and they need flexibility in timing. As it is a
trial, it should be 24hrs, and adjustments can be made from there.
Love the idea
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I live in an off leash dog area at Sandy Bay and play football at an off leash dog area in Grahams reserve.
I also visit Curl Curl beach regularly. In all areas, the people who walk dogs care for nobody else in the
community and have absolutely no respect for the environment. They allow their dogs to bark in a
neighbourhood before 7 a.m. on a Sunday. They allow their dogs to dig holes in grass that people run
over and the result is turned ankles. They allow their dogs to hand around food sources such as
community BBQs which is against Health Act. They look the other way when their dogs shit and leave it
there. And after they leave all you get is the stench of dog piss like the smell of bats in the zoo. Until
council can stand up to them and enforce rules and respect across there Northern Beaches community,
there should be no expansion of the problem whatsoever.
Excellent spot for dogs.
We are very lucky to have so many beaches around us. I think if the dog owners all have respect for our
beaches then the whole family including the dog can enjoy a day at the beach
Awesome we really need this for our beautiful dogs and for the mental health of their owners.
This is much needed, I was recently visiting northern NSW (without a dog) and experienced an “off
leash” area of the beach. The sense of community was fabulous!
I believe all Beaches /parks should have a designated time rather than restricting dogs to an area.
Too many people and their dogs - they should be able to go within their own areas . Hence stress not
put on a few areas Re parking, wear and tear etc.
I note the proposal is for 7 days a week and I disagree with dogs off-leash on weekends.
I often park at Palm Beach north of a Sunday afternoon in winter and go for a stroll.
There are kite flyers and gliders and people strolling and I think dogs off-leash should
is a bed idea.
Wonderful plan
I strongly support having the dog off leash area
There isn't a lot of access for dogs to run free on the northern beaches. Many designated areas off leash
areas don't have coastline / water access. Our coastline is vast and there is room to share this very quiet
end of Palm Beach. It would be a wonderful addition to the lives of many families and dogs to have this
space to enjoy the beach.
We are often told that good health and mental wellbeing is supported by exercise, being outdoors in
nature. Enjoying time with dogs in this beautiful location is a good recipe for healthy people and their
dogs.
I fully support this small section of the beach being used for our responsible dog owners.
Dogs should not be allowed on surfing beaches.
People require more areas to exercise their dogs safely and without impacting native animals or
bushland or bothering other people. This area seems to fit those criteria.
Looking forward to a step forward. It surprises me that for an area so populated with dogs, we have so
little facilities for them. Bayview is over crowded and North Curl Curl has warnings about poor water
quality. We need decent alternatives.
Much needed!
It would be good to have one further down on a beach between Collaroy and Manly as there’s greater
dog owning population. Not so many people will benefit in Palm Beach and the parking is expensive so I
don’t see it being well used.
I DO NOT GIVE CONSENT FOR YOU TO PUBLISH MY NAME OR EMAIL WITH MY SUBMISSION
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I like dogs but do not support beach based off lease areas. The area cant be fenced. Dogs ingesting salt
water can get diarrhoea which dog owners would not be able to pick up thus contaminating beach area.
Many dog shampoos are dangerous to marine life when it dissolves offthe dogs coats. Dogs chase
wildlife such as birds, etc. There always appears to be someone with an aggresive dog that they bring
to the beach which picks on other dogs and causes concerns to other beachgoers. For these several
reasons, i am against beach based off leash areas for dogs as council is unable to plan for these
eventualities..
There is currently no ocean beaches that allow dogs to exercise off leash in the whole of the Northern
Beaches. Very very sad state of affairs. Also this is a very small area and it is a shame it cannot be bigger.
I hope this does proposal proceed at least a step in the right direction.
Small portion of wonderful area should be available for exercising dogs and their owners
The community needs this, and more like it, ASAP!
Get on with it and get your documentation and processes right
my dog is part of my family and we want to all enjoy ourselves together - that includes exercising
There needs to be more done. We are way behind Europe in this area of recognition.
I think that the access times during winter should be brought forward to 3pm.
Every dog must wear a clear identity lable.
CCTV cameras should identify any excrement producers.
I think the off leash area should be station beach (south) as this is hardly used. The ocean beach is used
widely and dogs should not be there. Dog owners never, never, never abide by the hours allowed and
many people run that beach early in the morning and there is nothing worse than dogs jumping on
people
This is a quiet and peaceful area which the public enjoys as a walking and relaxing place to commune
with nature, sit on the beach or sun bake. Having dogs off lead will disturb this. Dogs currently walk on
lead next to the road and can continue to do this. Also keep them off the aboriginal middens and please
put up some aboriginal historical and cultural signage like other councils do.
Great suggestion - we need more places like this along the beaches. One on lower NB, e.g. in
connection to the Curl Curl reserve, to replace the unsafe and unsanitary spot in the lagoon.
Palm Beach (North) Suggest times adjusted from 4pm to 10am to 6pm to 9am
It’s an area not really utilised by the public. Bayview dog beach is a long way away.
The provision for rate payers with dogs is poor from Newport up to Palm Beach. We have very few
places to go where we can spend family time with our dogs. This is especially so with regard to any
water access. my grandchildren love to spend time on the beach with the family dogs and, at the
moment, our only alternative is Bay View. This involves a 20 minute car journey there and back ; not
particularly environmentally friendly. I would love to enjoy the beach [ which my rates contribute to
the upkeep of] with my dog. We are not asking for unfettered access; just a bit of fairness.
It is extremely unfair that more than half of the households on the Northern Beaches that had a dog
had no access to beaches. Dog owners pay council rates, pay taxes, and deserve fair access to public
space in their community which they pay to maintain, other councils give beaches access to dogs so
why northern beaches council doesn’t?
Why do we need to travel to these beaches that arent local to us. What about in the middle of curl curl
beach and have a on leash beach area we can paddle with our dogs. I prefer to keep my dog on lead.
We need beach space closer to the southern end of northern beaches as well, nothing wrong with an on
lead part of the beach at certain times, or during the week days only. This can be patrolled by council
rangers.
Fantastic.. a very exciting prospect.. especially for my 2 dogs!
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In January my son was just riding his scooter at FFox park when a dog attacked and bit him for no
reason. The very next day at Long Reef my husband was down taking photos of the sunset when a dog
came running towards him to attack him. Both times unprovoked. I don’t agree with off leash when
people of any age could be playing/relaxing at the beach or on the grassed area. There is wildlife around
too.Dogs are unpredictable no matter what an owner may think.
Absolutely yes. The northern beaches are very much lacking in off leash areas comparatively to the
eastern suburbs.
There are so few places to take dogs for a good run on the northern beaches. These off leash locations
are essential. Not only do they serve an important purposes for socialising dogs which are an important
part of many residents lives, but they also provide a place for dogs to be separated from those people in
the community not so keen on dogs.
North Palm Beach is perfect given so few people use it on a regular basis and there are no houses
nearby. And our dogs just love the ocean!
As rate payers we should have the right to take our well mannered pets with us not just to beaches but
also other areas. Some people like myself, have no children, own very well mannered dogs that are
better behaved than many humans, but we are still being penalises by being discriminated against :(
Maybe a blanket rule would make more sense? Like no human or animal that is not willing to take their
rubbish with them should be allowed on our beaches?
My husband and I are not dog owners because we're away from home too much to make owning any
pets feasible, but we are dog lovers and enjoy seeing dogs having the time of their lives at beaches
where off-leash runs and swims are currently permitted. At the moment in Palm Beach dog owners
can't share their love and enjoyment of the beach with their furry children and we can really
understand why it's heartbreaking for them to leave these pets locked up at home while the owners are
exercising and relaxing at our beautiful coastline.
Not enough dog b aches in the area
Should be on the Pittwater side of palm beach next to golf course
Really need for the dog community Healthy figs mean healthy people getting fresh air and the ability
to let your pet of leash
Would prefer all day access
Whenever off leash dogs on beach’s has been allowed in built up areas , non canine use of the common
facility has decrease dramatically . I think their are two reasons :
1. There are enough poorly behaved dog owners who do not remove waste, ( many black bags festoon
some beaches) eg blueys beach , Suffolk park .
2. Dogs are not always well behaved , running up to children and dog phobic adults and terrifying them.
There is no doubt a need for dogs to have access to the beach that is close to home for Palm Beach
residents. In fact it is cruel not to. Most of the dogs I have encountered are well socialised. It is
ridiculous to argue that dogs are a danger, especially 2021 where dogs in Pittwater area are well cared
for and the owners who understand how to train and handle them. We have the large open space to
accommodate dogs. I think that the majority of people's wishes are being ignored for the sake of an
individual. This I find offensive.
So many of us these days have dogs. Giving them a good run daily is an essential part of their welfare.
Give us a break and let us do it.
Our area is in desperate need for more spaces for families to spend quality time out doors with their
dogs. Dogs help people and kids get outside to exercise and spend quality time together, this is really
needed to help the mental health and happiness of our community. These times are perfect as it’s
when beaches are only used by surfers and runners/walkers which dogs will not disturb.
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Currently it is a casual, relatively unspoiled area. I do not want dogs charging around the area. You claim
to have instigated boundaries, but my experience has been that dog owners ignore boundaries. Avalon
Rock Pool and North Avalon Beach are areas where owner ignore the signs and indulge their dogs. What
makes you think they will keep to the designated area? I am fed up with the indulgence of these fur
babies everywhere. There are enough areas now where owners can let their dogs run wild and leave
their faeces.
As the majority of residents are wanting an off leash beach area for their dogs please introduce this
ASAP!
Having seen how brilliantly this works in Hervey Bay with no down side it should be a no brainer.
Council provide doggie bags and bins and I’ve never seen any droppings on the sand. All the dogs sort
themselves quickly. Owners are really responsible keeping any aggressive dogs on leads. Friendly place
to walk even without a dog.So Northern Beaches Council give the dogs a go please. Margaret.
Already, many dog owners ignore existing rules, whether that is around picking up their dog's faeces,
keeping them on a leash, or out of establishments where food is served. Council is unwilling or unable
to control these digressions adequately, creating a de-facto abolishing of such rules, certainly in the
mind of dog owners. Allowing further encroachment on the rights of the majority of the community to
enjoy their environment in safety by creating further beach leash-free areas is wrong without evidence
of effective enforcement of existing rules.
I am really concerned that people will allow their dogs into the 200m from National Park boundary area.
How can this area be protected?
Unfortunately many people with dogs do not abide by the rules and do not consider the impact on
wildlife. I am concerned about the dogs going into the bushland and will people pick up after their dogs
in an area like that.
Last Wednesday two people took their dog into the national park up the track to Barrenjoey Headland.
When someone told them no dogs in National Parks they politely said they didn't know and kept on
going up the track towards the lighthouse with the dog.
At times the dog lobby can be very aggressive and they are continually wanting more off leashed areas.
What about the wildlife?
Yes I support all off leash areas for dogs, our beautiful city is sadly lacking in them.
Love the fact thats it's 7 days a week at certain times. It would be fabulous if after the trial it was
untimed especially during winter months as less people around.
I am a member of Palm Beach Golf Club and the dogs run onto the golf course which is dangerous.
Their owners do not come onto the golf course to clean up the dog poo. Also the ones that do clean up
the dog poo empty it into the golf course bins which is very unsanitary and makes our bins smell.
It will help get my sons off their machines and back into the open air as they love taking dog to beach.
I welcome the proposed dog off leash area at Palm Beach!
Please consider this proposal and vote in favour of the dog off-leash area. There are so many beautiful
beach areas in our area and only one near by where we can take our dog. its always very crowded and
it would be amazing to be able to run with our dog on the sand.
I understand that there will be those who oppose this but there are so many beaches and areas for
people without dogs to visit in peace. We dog owners would love nothing more than to be able to
exercise with our pets on the beach. Thank you so much
I support this idea because a dog beach is better than no dog beach, but this beach is much less suitable
for walking on than Station Beach. The beach slopes quite steeply and the sand is soft whereas Station
Beach is flat and the sand is much firmer,
It is fair, just, compassionate, a great idea
Too many dog owners do not pick up after their dogs. Allowing more dog off lead areas would pollute
more of our community.
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This is a good solution for respectful use of the land by rate payers. This should be expanded further to
other areas on the Northern beaches with eco-impact assessments considered.
People and dogs should be allowed on beaches as proposed, it’s good exercise and good for your
mental health. Thank you.
There are not enough areas in the northern beaches that allow dogs to be off the leash and have a good
run
Dog feaces deposited in the water may end up in the swimming area - or at least where people are
swimming or be left on the beach, unnoticed or too difficult for the owner to collect (as with every dog
unleashed area). Unleashed areas need to be fenced off from non-dog owning humans.
I think this is a much better option than the very narrow Station Beach. The most important thing in
making North Palm Beach work well, is the dog owners abiding by the regulations. They absolutely did
not at Station Beach. So it seems to me that Council would need to market this with a clear caution that
if the regulations are flouted, off lease permission would be withdrawn. Unfortunately I think to make
this work, Council would also need to monitor, and fine those who break the rules. I hope it goes well
for the sake of the dogs.
Thank you.
Access times mirror general public non-use periods for this area of the beach.
I am a dog owner and feel we definitely need more off leash beach area. Currently we only have the
one at Bayview and one further down south (Fairlight ?? Can't remember...we sometimes go there but
we live in Avalon, so that is a long way).
I am fully aware that not all dog owners do the right thing and pick up after their dogs but most of us do
and often pick up other dog's poo as well. We need to call out the ones who don't.
I feel we must give this a try...we love going to the beaches in the Shoalhaven, Illawarra and further
south with our dog. Plenty of off leash dog beaches there. Also, I have heard of several people moving
to the northern beaches, with dog/s and being devastated to find out how little there is for their dog/s.
I have just ticked "YES" as I can't see it properly and don't know what, if any, changes would be
advantageous.
Please, please go ahead with this trial. Thank you.
I feel the operating hours should be extended in winter to 12pm
Most definitely, this will allow families and their dogs spaces to play and enjoy time together.
This is an area of beach not used in any other way and is sufficiently removed from native wildlife that it
will not cause any problems There is an ever increasing dog population on the Northern Beaches and
more exercise areas have to be made available
I believe off leash areas on beaches for dogs are a great option. In this case I believe the area could be
greater, and moved closer to the park. I also think it should be all day (my change). I visit Lennox Head
every year and dogs are allowed on the northern end of 7 mile beach at all times (ie past the flags) - this
is one of the best off leash areas - all the dogs (and owners) are well behaved and the dirt is always
cleaned up. Its also a great community area - great opportunities for dog owners to get together. On
several beaches north of Sydney (Black Head for example) dogs are allowed outside the flagged area
and do not cause problems. There are not enough places in the northern beaches area where dogs can
have a romp. The enclosed areas are not large enough. I would take my dog every day if this goes
through. Plus Mona Vale when I visit my daughter.
Dogs have no place with humans who do not welcome their presence.
So desperately needed!
As is evident at Griffith Park Collaroy (off leash area) the concession to dog owners to allow their
animals off leash is poorly respected or appreciated. The evidence is the amount of dog droppings left
by owners and the increasing number of dogs on adjacent Fishermans and Long Reef beaches. This is
bad in a park and inexcusable on a beach where kids play in the sand and people commonly walk
barefoot. Unless there is increased Ranger presence and enforcement, including sufficient fines, dog
owners will abuse any relaxation of the current controls.
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Very happy to support this. Too many dogs are squashed in to too few areas for exercise
Please ensure bins and bags always available so people do the right thing and collect the dog deposits!
Firstly, I'd like to applaud the initiative of Northern Beaches Council in this proposal. Secondly, I hope
this may translate in the Council looking at re-claiming and developing some bushland settings
somewhere near the size of a football field for dogs to "run". Dogs need space to run freely and without
danger of trees etc.
We pay rates and want fair access to the beaches. There is limited places to enjoy the beaches with our
dog. Central Coast and even Mossman are dog friendly councils. Lets get with the times and make the
council rules fair for all residents and rate payers.
I do not believe there should be more off leash areas until the leash and no dog areas are respected and
policed. Similarly with National Parks. Quite normal to have two or three dogs loose around the no dog
sign at South Curl Curl beach despite being very close to an off leash area. I also have an issue with the
“we pay rates” arguments as they don’t for the dogs and already get a lot of infrastructure for free. I
question the need for off leash when current laws are not obeyed.
The NPWS should keep their nose out of this - it is council space for recreation
Great idea, thank you NB Council. I surf here and see the occasional kite surfer but none of us are going
to have any problem with others getting use of the bit of beach.
My prime concern is the impact on the local environment, with delicate plant and animal life being put
at severe risk of permanent and irreversible damage. Dogs are well known to disturb nesting sites for
small native animals and shore birds; they can cause inestimable damage to littoral habitats and local
flora. There are council signs to this effect on a number of local beaches, eg at Newport Beach, so the
risks are recognisable and avoidable.
I'm also concerned about the well-known adverse impacts on human health through exposure to dog
faeces. When dog owners fail to clean up after their dogs and someone steps in excrement or worse
still, a child encounters it in play, the whole community suffers. As well, once a dog is off the leash and
running, it is possible for owners to miss seeing the results of their dogs' bowel movements. While
many dog owners are responsible, there are many who most decidedly are not. I've seen the evidence
many times. I've watched people look away while their dog poops and then walk away; I've watched as
people pretend to open dog-poo bags while there are people around only to put them away when the
people have moved on. I've called people out on it a few times and they begrudgingly pick up after the
dog - but only when they know that I, like most people, am carrying a smart phone and can photograph
them.
Dogs do not belong on beaches. The off-leash areas like dedicated parks, eg off the Wakehurst parkway
should be sufficient. While I'm sympathetic to dogs, having owned them in the past, it's simply wrong to
pollute our pristine coastal environment with dog faeces and urine.
We are in desperate need of more off-leash areas and I believe this is a good start. This is a compliant
community and dog owners need to have their needs met in our locality. The parks currently available
are woefully overcrowded and it seems incongruous to have to drive for 20 minutes to gain access to a
dog friendly beach. I hope this will be successful and be followed by more access to safe unleashed
areas in the near future.
As a dog owner I know how important it is for our companion animals to have room to stretch their
legs, play with others and have a splash. Further, given the levels of dog ownership on the northern
beaches i hope the trial will lead to a reduction in the paucity of off leash areas available.
1. Too near the iconic headland.
2. Near environmentally sensitive areas.
3. Interfere with passive enjoyment of the quieter end of Palm Beach.
We were not allowed Station beach for no valid reason, please do not let this be contested by any small
minded millionaires who come only to their holiday homes. This would be good for all Local people and
their dogs
I am not in favour of allowing dogs free reign on public beaches. As regards this proposal, without
fences I fail to see how animals will be kept within the boundary of the off-leash area.
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1. Where is the REF for these proposals - how can people make an informed decision without it?
2. People who have taken on dogs that they cannot exercise (or be bothered walking) should not usurp
public space where wildlife lives to take over; driving away wildlife or maiming or killing it.
3. Why is this council bent on destroying the environment and its wildlife? - it's very obvious that these
spaces are the only home to many species and this is a disgraceful effort, once again, to ignore residents
attitude on this and yet another 'kowtow' to people who act illegally.
4. If you cannot stop people from doing the wrong things with their dogs currently, and made no effort
to fulfil your last pushed through 'dog trail' in the manner in which it should have been via the
conditions attached - why is this time different?
No- there are 60 000 dogs in the Northern Beaches! This strip of coastline is part of a large metropolitan
city. Our beaches provide a valuable passive and active recreation areas for our city dwellers - a city of
nearly 5 million people.
These sensitive areas are already under attack by man’s uses and allowing dogs on beaches will be
another major implode on our urban coastline.
Dog toiletting where people lie, sit and play is a major health risk . Running dogs destroy the beauty of
the passive nature of beaches and are dangerous. Wildlife in these two natural areas are paramount
over dogs and will be negatively affected. For example seals rest along our shorelines in Pittwater
finding sanctuary where there are no houses roads etc along the beaches - and dogs patrolling our
beaches will destroy this option of sanctuary for our seals . Nesting birds etc. The peace and solitude
for humans to seek sanctuary too will be taken away from us .
There are many irresponsible dog owners and dogs can be anywhere else but not on our beaches!!!!
Please note I am not anti dogs, having owned many throughout my life, what I do object to is the ever
increasing amount of them in our parks, wildlife reserves and their constant presence on every beach in
Sydney!!
There is a noticeable absence of rangers or as I have been told by abusive dog owners, who are
breaking the law on a daily basis, the Council turns a blind eye to dogs in prohibited areas these days.
It appears that Northern Beaches Council are certainly pro dog and sadly less and less protective of the
local wild life.
It is constantly argued that most dog owners are responsible but many are not and opening up more
public space and introducing dogs to wildlife reserves, as is the case in Angophora reserve in Avalon, is
a risky and irresponsible move. The barking, urinating, dog fights and defecating in any dog run area is
impossible to monitor and control.
There are adequate dog parks on the Northern Beaches which are already impacting on the amenity of
nearby residents.
Allowing dogs free reign on Mona Vale and Palm Beach will open a floodgate of health and safety
consequences not to mention the preservation of our flora, fauna and quality of life which should have
priority over domestic pets.
Dogs running everwhere precludes the area for everyone else. This is a main tourist area.
Just look at Rowland Reserve - unpleasant for anyone who doesn't have dog.
Dog owners should not be favoured over the general public.
But exceptionally heavy fines needed for those not picking up their dog poo - my childhood and teenage
windsurfing days here are nightmare memories of sand kicked lightly but sufficiently to hide the not
delightful dog poo underneath. As an adult, & fully understanding and in agreement with picking ip dog
poo immediately, running and playing on the beach with a dog would be sheer delight.
I am a dog owner and dog lover for decades in this council area. However, in my view dog owners do
not abide by the rules well enough for them to be given more unleashed areas. This will result in more
dog waste in the sand and waterways of our beautiful beaches. Please do not proceed with this
proposal.
Equality for all citizens of this country. Equal rights to public spaces.
One should maintain the pristine environment that North PB currently offers.
Can’t wait ... I’d like it to happen in my dogs lifetime 😞
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So happy this is finally maybe about to happen the central coast have Beaches for unleashed dog and
have no problem with dog poo as most dog owner are responsible about time council is finally listening
to the rate payer and moving with the times
During the week this stretch of the beach is not heavily frequented by the public therefore it provides a
good place for dogs to be exercised. The proposed hours are reasonable given dog owners typically
exercise their dogs before and after work.
The whole premise of unleashed dogs on what is a public open space and crown land seems to be based
on the selfish desire of a few owners to let their dogs loose to the detriment of everyone else.
I have owned a dog but I would not take it to the beach out of courtesy to others.
It is assumed by some that the dogs have a "right" to use this area simply to make their owners happy.
Dogs are happy to run anywhere - they aren't capable of disseminating the difference between running
on grass or sand and can get equal enjoyment and exercise irrespective of where they play.
No, this is all about their owners believing they have the right to make THEIR life easy at the expense of
ALL the other users of the beaches with noise, faeces, urine and reduced enjoyment.
Dogs are companion animals - that is, companions for their owners - not anyone else.
When owners refer to them as "their children", they believe "their children" have a right to be like
humans on the beach except that humans don't run amok and defecate on the beach.
No ! - beaches and unleashed dogs are incompatible.
If you let dogs on the beach why not horses or cats or any other companion animal.
Not everyone loves dogs . When you are trying to walk or lelax on a beach you want to do just that relax
without thinking a dog is going to jump up on you , wet you lick you etc .. sure the area is limited to a
certain amount of metres. Can it be I forced 24/7? No.. they will slowly become off leash more that
what you’ll allow as they are already many dogs off leash.
Another comment to add is that not everyone picks up poo -on a beach that’s the last thing you want .
It’s really unsanitary with bacteria sticking to sand rather than just on bitumen that only people’s feet
go on..
having dogs of leash a large number of other animals will be disturbed . The eco system here is unique
and I’d like to keep it that way
Yes
I have lived in other cities where dogs can go free on the beaches .They do their droppings and
sometimes make the beach unpleasant with their noise and behaviour .There is no discrimination
against dog owners they are welcome to all the beaches but they need to come without their dogs
Typically, in my experience, many dog owners can't follow the rules now about dogs on beaches so I am
not at all confident that they will keep within the proposed boundaries and times. If this goes ahead it
would require very vigilant supervision and fines, and using the valuable time of rangers who have
many more issues to deal with. Alternatively, it would require the hiring of more staff adding more
expense to the Council's budget.
10.00am is too late to finish and weekends should not even be contemplated in summer.
Very much needed
I’m in favour. It’s only a small area of the overall expanses of beaches and dog owners should have the
right to have such an area.
There has been a huge increase in the number of dogs people have acquired as pets since the pandemic
began, so it is really good to see Council recognising and responding to the need for more off leash
areas for dogs in the Pittwater area!
I do not agree with dogs on the beach mainly because of owners who do not control their dogs or pick
up the dogs droppings .
Our beaches are pristine and valuable ecological and environmental assets. We don’t need to them
spoiled with dog faeces ,dog fights or dog attacks. There are plenty of off leash areas on the northern
beaches and if owners do not reside in a suitable property for the size of the dog, then they made an
irresponsible and selfish choice. One only has to walk on the long reef headland to see how many

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

118

Page 98 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

people ignore the instruction to have their dogs on a leash on the pathway. There would be the
inevitable creep from these areas to the entire beach to all beaches. Please say No
There is no way to control dogs and dog owners from going into the dog free area of the beach. Due to
many owners being unable to control their animals on and off a leash, the entire length of the beach
may end up being polluted by dog excrement and there will be no area of the beach that is free from
dogs. Some people are allergic to animals, some people don't want to be bothered by other people's
dogs when they are at the beach, and some people are wary of unknown animals. It is not fair to people
who do not bring dogs to the beach. Keep the beach dog free please.
Dogs on the beach make it a no go area for humans. Even though most dog owners pick up after their
dog, some do not and that makes the beach unsuitable for human activity. There are many dog parks
where dogs can run freely. They do not need a beach and if they do, there is always the area next to
Henderson Park (which is now solely a dog area).
Yes I agree with the proposal. With the large number of dog owners in the area it is vital that we open
up parts of our beaches to be enjoyed by people and their pooches.
Yes I agree with the proposal. With the large number of dog owners in the area it is vital that we open
up parts of our beaches to be enjoyed by people and their pooches.
Since dogs are not allowed in national parks there is limited space to walk dogs off leash. I am from
England where dogs are allowed on any beach and there have been no problems. I think dogs should be
allowed on all beaches but heavy fines for owners who do not pick up their dogs mess.
This would be amazing for the area as there is no where for your dog to swim other than Bayview which
is packed even in winter. Would love to see 10am-4pm off leash as well but on leash would be a start!
If the trial goes ahead as outlined the result could well be an unacceptable level of dog faeces left on
the beach with the outcome being dogs banned from our beaches forever.
It doesn’t matter how responsible a dog owner is, in the dark they will not be able to see their dog take
a dump and that faeces will be left behind.
The solution:
1- Dogs should only be allowed on the beach during daylight hours, so I suggest that in line with
councils plan, sunup to 10am and then 4pm to sundown. Although I believe extending the times to
11am in the morning and from 3pm in the afternoon would be reasonable.
2- Anyone taking their dog onto the beach must have a dog waste bag visible. This will allow ranges to
more easily enforce owners to be responsible, but more importantly, it will probably mean the whole
picking up thing will become self-policed by the dog owners. Ie. If one dog owner sees another without
a bag visible, they could politely in a friendly manner approach that owner and offer them a bag,
especially if by doing so the receiver could avoid a fine from the ranger.
3- Displaying appropriate signage and bag dispensers at the entry points to the beach.
Dogs ae hugely beneficial to society and the more we can incorporate them into our lives without
negatively impacting others is a good thing.Furthermore, when living in Switzerland for two years I was
able to take my Australian dog not just into restaurants, but onto public transport (for the fare of a
child), even on the chairlift at ski resorts to go tobogganing and snow shoeing etc.
Good area for off leashed dogs.
Great idea to have some specific areas at specific times open to people to walk their dogs on the beach.
Perhaps the times could be extended after the trial as it’s pretty dark (during the winter months) at
those times. Hard for people to pick up their dog poop if they can’t see it.
I don’t own a dog myself, but do recognise there is a need for people that do own dogs.
The dog doesn’t care where they are as long as they’re getting their owners attention.
Dogs will run on the grass of the golf course and foul the area out of sight of owners
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100% agree. I did prefer the Pittwater side but I will fully support access to the eastern side.
So many people enjoy their animals and they are a part of our lives.
This is the quietest part of the beach and wouldn’t disturb anyone.
It is so good for mental health and general well being to walk and exercise. We should all be able to
enjoy the beach while respecting one and other.
I think that dogs and their responsible owners should be allowed to enjoy the area.
Let dogs on the beach please!!!!!!!! I surf most days or visit both palm beach and Mona vale regularly
and want to be able to bring my dog along too!!!! I have also been a volunteer lifeguard, surf
competitor and trainer and see no issues with this proposal.
Dog owners are responsible and it is good for everyone’s mental health to have access to the beach and
sea. It has worked well in Avoca for years. No reason not to share the beach are certain sections for
dogs
Absolutely I support this and also feel there should be beach access for dogs at Curl Curl. The lagoon we
currently use is revolting - the water quality is terrible and the sand is full of glass and old toxic rubbish
from the tip.
So looking forward to this opportunity when visiting family in the area
Can't wait to visit my Aunty who lives in the area and take her dog to the beach with us
Much needed space for dogs and their families
A trial would be permissible if the council invested a little better into weed control and general
environmental management in the adjacent dunes. This has been completely neglected for years.
Asparagus Fern (likely from seeds from birds in the dunes) is now appearing all over Barrenjoey
Headland.
I support the trial having experienced a similar portioned off part of the beach in Bluey's up the NSW
coast. I would note however, that concerns re dogs 'obeying' boundaries would have been solved had
the Station Beach trial continued where the BoatHouse and end of the beach form natural markers.
Would love the opportunity for this dog experience in our community Thank you
Dogs have plenty of off leash areas to use
They pose a safety and environmental threat to this pristine area of the beach
I still have not gotten over how sad I feel that I can’t walk my dog on Station Beach - a place my dogs
and I considered to be our sacred home. There are so few off leash beach spots, we’ll take what we can
get!
Beaches are vulnerable ecologically. It is our responsibility to protect our oceans, the Ocean creatures
and the entire coastline!
In comparison to other States (Adelaide for example), Sydney and the Northern Beaches have relatively
pristine Beaches. Allowing dogs to roam free will jeopardise that.
There are too many irresponsible Dog owners already that litter our streets and parks with their animals
faeces. They have no respect or regard for others. 99% of Dog owners allow their Dogs to run free
whilst they are glued to their phones....with no clue where their Dog is and what it’s doing.
Go to Adelaide, checkout all of their Beaches, all Dog friendly and all unpleasant places to visit due to
not being able to walk more than a few metres without having to avoid great lumps of Dog Sh*t
We currently do not have enough areas to take our dogs to for a walk. This must change
As a dog owning Palm Beach resident since 1985, I wholly support this initiative by Council
Health and societal outcomes outweigh the occasional scared seagull
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Absolutely!! There are many naysayers, but the reality is that minimal damage to anything - including
sea grass! - with be caused by dogs. Unless you ban boats, and people, too.
Just as long as everyone ‘picks up’ and respects other users.
Absolutely essential for larger dog owners and their families a positive win for mental and physical
health of the community.
there is a dearth of off leash places for dogs with access to a beach/surf/etc. this needs to be remedied
in the interests of fairness to all, including those with dogs and those without dogs (and those who
whine against dogs too).
The proposed area is far enough away from virtually all of the existing use areas to not cause problems
Would also like to see the Station Beach proposal revisited. It is blatantly unfair that the first attempt
fell over due to failed council processes not because of other considerations.
In favour
Understand this is a trail period to iron out any bugs and satisfy the community it is workable for all.
This part of the beach is barely used. It is the perfect spot for off leashed dogs. I have to say I'm
extremely disappointed with how difficult it was to find where to vote for this off leashed area. I
couldn't even find it when I searched on council's website.
Dogs are a part of the Northern beaches, like it or not. There is limited access to beaches all along this
coast line. Dogs need somewhere to play. They make a lot less mess than humans, Ive seen beaches
covered in plastics and rubbish. I always have to pick up fishing line yet the fisherman are allowed
everywhere.
Essential. Far too few places to exercise dogs in northern beaches
I truly believe opening up leash free areas on the beaches will promote tourism and will certainly not
hinder it.
It works in other places, can work here too
How many more times do we vote for this just to have an elitist group get it canned. Very frustrating!
There is a clear need and desire...have the trial please
Unsafe for children, plus unhygienic. Harmful to the local ecosystem. The beach should be a place for
every person to relax and enjoy without dealing with dogs and their aggressive owners fouling the
place.
Can't understand why council drags its heels with this - please stop listening to the shouty bush care
lady
I fully support these proposals. There are many areas that would be suitable, including the north end of
Newport Beach past the drain. It is about time the silent majority get a look in and let's have a shared
approach.
More off leash areas needed for the Northern Beaches
Dogs need to run and socialise which also gives the owners their daily exercise and for many people
who live alone this maybe their daily social interaction as well. This is so good for their mental and
physical health.
We support the proposal for the Palm Beach north for our 4 legs friend, somewhere they can enjoy
themselves.
We need this space for our dogs as there are currently no ocean beaches that are off leash
Dogs do not harm on a beach if an owner is responsible. Let it happen
Great proposal, I visit the area regularly and it is great to see. Friendly dog owners and dogs around.
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This is a small area for dogs compared to the overall amount of space for beachgoers to access the
beach and not be near dogs. This would be a suitable allocation to trial off leash.
great idea
Make the timing 24/7 stupid to have to get off the beach at 10am just because you have a dog.
This area will be great for dogs and I have rarely seen people using it so the off-leash area will have the
least impact on dog haters. Also there should be little effect on the vegetation areas on the shore line.
Its great for dog owners to have somewhere to go that allows their dog to have a good run. Please
make sure there are poo bags available and bins for them.
For a normal social environment. When people are depressed they still walk their dogs and meet and
chat a lifeline. Families able to play with their dogs and kids real sharing experiences
we have a large number of responsible dog owners in the area who have been constantly rebuffed by a
minority of residents who do not appreciate the positive aspects of owning and caring for pets. I think it
would be a wonderful addition to be able to take the dogs to frolic on the sand and waves
There is no reason why we can't bring dogs to palm beach. It gives great pleasure, relaxation
I totally 100 % support dogs of leash. Having lived in the area for 20 years people are responsible and
considerate.
While doing the right thing, We want to be able to feel free! Thank you
Currently there are not enough off-leash areas with beach access. During the warmer months and
especially on weekends Rowland reserve gets overcrowded and can't cope with the amount of dogs
visiting. Too many dogs and not enough space is a recipe for squabbles and unpleasant encounters
between dogs. 2 additional areas will easy the pressure on this one spot and give everyone the space
they need to interact safely.
COVID has changed the way we work, live and play. So many more people have dogs now which is
having a positive impact on their mental health to have a reason to get out and walk, have a purpose to
get up in the morning. Getting dogs out for a run is a way to stop them barking, a perennial problem
that Council has to deal with.
We live in a world-class city with an outstanding Council - having access to some parts of some beaches
will establish the Northern Beaches in line with global best practice in allowing access to dog owners.
Want to support local businesses? Think about the dog owners travelling from across Sydney to our
beaches and having coffees, lunches and shopping in our precincts.
Those opposed to dogs on beaches mainly cite waste as their largest concern. Yes, a very small
percentage of dog owners don't do the right thing. But I see far larger quantities of other types of waste
and destruction in our local area - graffiti, vandalism (the local hoodlums seem to have it in for
smashing the glass screens of bus shelters in Beacon Hill at the moment) and general trash and
dumping in both suburban areas and bushland.
Also, those that are concerned about humans and dog sharing spaces? Just look at curl curl beach
where on the weekends people are sipping their lattes on the benches while tucking into a bacon and
egg toastie, with off-lead dogs walking past them. I've never experienced a problem. Similarly with
unfenced dog parks you see people using it without dogs, as well as those with dogs getting on with
their own business of fun, play and socialisation.
Come on Northern Beaches Council. Be courageous in showing leadership on this issue. Yes, it's divisive
but the world has changed and dogs no longer are just shoved into the backyard or allowed to roam the
neighbourhoods freely. Community attitudes have changed and it's time to acknowledge that dog
owners who are also rate payers, have some rights to access some parts of our shared peninsula, not be
led by a small but vocal minority that want to keep us back in the 70s.
Environment: You have a legal requirement to complete and publicise environmental studies of the
proposed area for loose dogs on beaches and dunes BEFORE you call for comments on a proposal from
the public. Learn from your failed process at Station Beach,
Social: loose dogs will deprive many people of enjoying 400m of palm beach. Not just local dogs but
dogs from wider Sydney will go there.
The northern beaches is the only place in Australia where dogs aren’t allowed on beaches! It’s
ridiculous!
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I think this would be great, my dogs love running along the beach and its nice for the people to have a
new place to walk by the ocean
It's about time
There are plenty of ‘human’ beaches and taking exercise with a dog should be encouraged
A wonderful positive move for the community.
Allow dogs to have more space to run around!! give owners more close to home options to avoid dogs
being denied exercise due to inconvenience. prevent excessive barking and aggression during the day
by allowing dogs and owners more freedom.
Would love to be able to take my dog to enjoy this beautiful area as a family.
This is a great place to have dogs with very minimal impact on the area.
There are so many dogs on the Northern ‘Beaches’ yet ironically they can’t accompany their (rate
paying) owners ‘to’ those beaches .. this would make the beach fun for families with Dogs and the dogs
can have exercise and a romp .. brilliant!
Sadly dog owners do not abide by the rules. A few always spoil it for the majority, but there a many
reasons why dogs should not be off leash on the beach. Dogs off leash have damaged the beach at
Manly Lagoon, and make it impossible for no dog owners to enjoy the area. The palm beach area is
likely to become over run by dogs, not just from the area, but as a weekend destination for Sydney dog
owners to exclusion of everyone else.
Definitely
We are in need of more areas for dogs to run around and socialise. W we in favour of the Mona Vale
beach proposal. Particularly. That area is undeutalized. Only a few self boarders. It would be such an
asset to have Mona Vale beach area.
Man thanks. Merilyn, Craig,Lincoln,sarah, Charles, Lachlan Isabel & Archie. Tom Haggis Bagel zeke Daisy
skye the dogs!
I was disappointed when Station beach was closed to dog walkers. I am an advocate of allowing dogs
to enjoy our beaches just as much as we do
I am a responsible dog owner and am confident other dog owners will adhere to the rules and protect
the environment whilst allowing their dogs to frolic in the waves
Great spot Under utilised area Good parking Low impact
The beach is for everyone including dog walkers not just golfers.
There are so many dogs on the Northern Beaches and to socialise them we need more areas. The
beach is a perfect place for socialisation and exercise.
This would be fantastic for the northern beaches community
We desperately need an off leash beach area for dogs north of bilgola bends. I totally support this
proposal..
Open up more beaches please with same hours for dogs
Nearly every Council with a seaboard Australia-wide has a workable dogs-on-beaches policy. I am
aware that there have been a number of heavily supported petitions calling on Council for better offleash opportunities. This is long overdue and with so many families with dogs, it is very necessary. I
fully support the proposed trials at both North Palm Beach and South Mona Vale Beach and I encourage
Council to look at multi locations.
By having these types of areas it enables dogs to socialise which helps to reduce the amount of
unnecessary barking in backyards
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I walk the length of Palm Beach on the sand most mornings in summer before 10am and the heat of the
day. I would find unleashed dogs running on the sand at this beautiful quiet end of north Palm Beach to
be intrusive, and I would worry that I might be knocked over by a large bounding unleashed dog. There
is an excellent dog park and beach at Bayview only 10-15 minutes away.
There are many more places council could also use for this - please consider Newport Beach too.
Yes please! My kids will love this!
Yes please! My kids will love this!
Very keen to have it
Every suburb should have an off leash area for dogs according to general recommendations of the
Government. In Palm Beach the next one is 5 km away in Avalon and impossible to be reached without
a car due to the lack of infrastructure in form of a footpath. Station Beach would be the preferred
location since it is easier to walk on the firm sand where else the beach location with its soft sand
makes it difficult for the elderly population or others with walking difficulties and / or relying on walking
support. Has anybody ever thought about that problem ? Swimming along the beach is not always
possible at the ocean beach either due to surf conditions which again makes the Station Beach location
the preferred option. Palm Beach North is still better than currently nothing at all contrary to any other
beach location just across the Hawksbury River in Ettalong, Patonga, and anywhere along the Central
Coast where there is an abundance of dog friendly beaches. Time for the Local Council to catch up and
act according to the needs of its electorate and the local population where - according to recent
statistics - over 50 % of households own a dog nowadays. The opposition to this entire proposal is
marginal and only a handful of so called "residents' who even do not live locally but at the most spend a
couple of weeks here on a holiday keep delaying the ongoing procedures. The majority the local
population and real residents is in favour of dog exercise locations - more than just one beach !
The health benefit is of course also a main reason for all of us. People with dogs walk more and this
contributes also to a wider socialising within the community. Can't wait so finally see it happening . . .
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I strongly oppose the dog off-leash area at Palm Beach. I oppose it for the following reasons:
ENVIRONMENTAL
- This area is in very close proximity to the National Park at Barrenjoey - only 280 meters south of it in
fact. There is no geographical impediment to dogs going further north (or south) along the beach. Dogs
will not stay in the designated area.
- There is a colony of seals at the base of Barrenjoey that will be severely impacted.
- Dog droppings, fur, toys etc will pollute the sand and water.
- Dogs will also stray into the fragile dune environment.
AMENITY
- Having dogs on iconic Palm Beach will significantly affect its amenity for EVERYONE who is not visiting
with their dog. ALL OTHER PEOPLE WILL BE ADVERSELY AFFECTED. Walking the length of Palm Beach is
an iconic Sydney thing to do. But now when residents and tourists want to walk the length of Palm
Beach in the morning or late afternoon (the time most people wish to do this walk, especially in
Summer) they will have to negotiate a significant stretch of off leash dogs. This is not acceptable.
- The North Palm Beach flagged swimming area is frequently much further north than is conveyed on
your concept plans. It is not realistic to think that dogs will not stray into or impact beach goers in this
area.
SAFETY
-It is dangerous to place off leash dogs on a very popular and iconic beach. But apart from real danger, it
can just be frightening for people who do not like dogs, who do not want to sit or swim on a beach with
dogs. I understand some people really love dogs and want to recreate with them on a beach, but many
people do not like dogs and are afraid to have their children near dogs. Surely the safe and relaxing
recreation of all humans should be prioritised over some people and their dogs.
- There will inevitably be many more people with dogs using the toilets at North Palm Beach and they
will need to tie their dogs up outside the toilet block which swimmers use, this will create further
danger and potential collisions between dogs and other dogs and people.
I have regularly encountered off leash dogs at Paradise Beach and notified Council, only to be told that
the Council area is too large for Council to regularly patrol dogs. The area proposed to be off leash is not
geographically designated in any way to the north or south, dogs will end up walking both north and
south along Palm Beach. Owners already walk small dogs on their leads along Palm Beach, because they
know there is very little chance of a ranger intercepting them. I'm sure this behaviour will increase with
an off leash dog area.
This is a flawed idea and should be abandoned. Thank you for considering these points.
the need for families to enjoy the beach and surf together with their dog
It was too bad the Station Beach trial did not go ahead. But this is an even better option. When I'm
walking Palm Beach, the amount of people rapidly drops off as you move away from the shops end.
Even in summer, hardly anyone there bar picnickers on the grassy parts. So this is a great area to trial
given Station Beach has become a battleground issue.
It would be so lovely to be able to visit this area with our dog. When we lived in VIC we really enjoyed
our long walks on the beach
We need more off leash areas.
Northern Beaches absolutely needs more off leash dog areas. We live in beautiful part of the world and
it is so restrictive as to where we can take our four legged friends.
I feel all our beaches should have an off leash area in addition to leashed access to the entire beach
during the night time ie say after 8pm.
I see no issues with dogs being able to be exercised even on Manly Beach at night.
I am sure the council will be bombard with dog-haters opposing this proposal - please remember they
are only one part of our community
Dogs are members of our families. We really need more dog friendly areas where we can enjoy some
outdoor time as a family.
I strongly support this proposal.
Station Beach should be added. We can’t let professional litigants win!
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Dogs are regularly off-leash in Avalon. Catalpa Reserve, Dunbar Park, Avalon Beach, South Avalon
Headland. An imaginary section of Palm Beach at restricted times will be interpreted as the whole of
Palm Beach at any time. Once the current laws are repected and enforced then it may be time to
consider an expansion.
Not good for the ocean, the beach, creatures who live there. Let's keep it clean and consider other
species..There are plenty of parks where dogs can run off leash.
The area proposed way too small for the number of dogs that potentially will want to use it. Its not just
local dogs but many dogs and their owners from out of the area already use the existing dog walk parks.
These out of area folk pay no rates and are less committed to good dog manners. Don't encourage
more out of area doggies.
Great idea and perfect space. No impact on locals.
Like many other locals and visitors I frequently enjoy walking the length of Pam Beach, and particularly
the northern end, which is quieter than the southern end, unaffected by vehicular traffic noise and
relatively pristine and free of the rubbish that can accumulate at the southern end. To walk in this area
is to be immersed in the natural environment, passing only birds, other quiet pedestrians and
fishermen. It’s a wonderful place for quiet reflection and contemplation of the ocean, dunes and
headlands. An off-leash area here would put an end to one of the last remaining tranquil beach areas in
Pittwater.
This is an excellent idea.
TIME SHOULD BE EXTENDED BY 1 HOUR EITHER END......
We are Palm Beach residents with 2 labradors currently using Careel Bay and Mona Vale Dog parks.
Careel Bay is impossible on weekends because of all the sporting Activities.
This proposal of after 4pm would be great for us and the dogs. Some residents are concerned about
droppings not collected. This is not our experience and only happens rarely.
This proposal would be great for the mental health of us and our dogs. We are retired and would
happily give our services free for filling up dog bag despensers or anything else needed
W Dusseldorp
An off-leash dog area is an absolute necessity for dog and dog owners of the far Northern Beaches. The
benefits of exercising dogs in this area - one of the most beautiful in Sydney, NSW and even Australia are immense. The physical activity and mental balance walking a dog in this are provides are endless far from the noise, pollution and chaos of dog walking on the street.
With so many beaches on offer to swim in for the community, this usually quiet, unpopulated, seldom
used part of the coast makes a perfect location for respectful dogs and their owners.
this proposal should be considered for the benefit of ALL those Nothern Beaches residents, not just the
few who happen to reside close by the beach. Freedom and access should be afforded to all to this
beautiful place - and it's prime location for dogs and their owners should be recogised.
We need more places for off the lead Newport should be considered at the northern end
As a previous dog owner I strongly object to dogs off a leash. There will always be cases where a dog
owner is irresponsible and not be vigilant, and let a dog 'run wild' causing a threat to small children.
Also, I walk frequently at Palm Beach and am sick of dog owners not picking up dog 'poop', which would
occur more frequently if a dog can run 'off the leash'. This occurs at Sand Point, where dog owners let
their dogs run on the sand and grass areas despite 'No dogs allowed' signs. It is particularly offensive on
a SANDY beach, particularly when you are entering the water for a swim, not to mention the health risk.
There is already a designated off the leash area at Careel Bay near the playing fields. This is adequate
and a good area as it is fenced.
Further off-leash areas on beaches need to be allowed
The risk of infection of children with dog mess is unacceptable, not to mention the absoloute disgust
felt by those who come in contact with it. The problem is not the multitude of dog-owners who will
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vote yes, but the few (unfortunately) who will just disregard any rules and let their animal foul
anywhere it likes. As a multiple dog-owner I say NO!
The risk of infection of children with dog mess is unacceptable, not to mention the absoloute disgust
felt by those who come in contact with it. The problem is not the multitude of dog-owners who will
vote yes, but the few (unfortunately) who will just disregard any rules and let their animal foul
anywhere it likes. As a dog-owner I say absolute;ly not!
About time
why can there not be any on leash areas on the beach other then the off leash areas?
What a great idea and about time. I spent a couple of years at South West Rocks and that small
community provides two beaches for dogs to frolic off leach. As well as up and down the coast councils
are providing leash free beaches. Dogs love to run through the waves or swim out a short distance.
Well done and I hope this happens very soon, please. I am a Avalon resident, an aged pensioner and can
not afford to drive too far away. Cheryl Fullerton
I strongly suppprt this proposal and recommend the area is extended to within 50 m of the surf
lifesaving flags given the number of dogs and families that would use the area. This would be in line
with the approach adopted by other Council's e.g. MidCoast Council that manage sensitive natural
environments very well whilst still allowing numerous off leash areas on beaches.
I love dogs, I have a dog BUT I want to go to the beach without dogs running around kicking up sand,
pooing on the sand or in water and running up to me and my family wet and jump all over us.
Dogs on leash on the grass area is fine. Off leash on sand is not fine. Would be good to look at dog
parks, not zones on a beach please.
I support the opportunity for dogs with law-abiding owners to have more local places to run free. It's a
no-brainer. Dee Why next!
I have lived in the are for over 20 years and have YET to see a ranger enforcing the dog / leash laws on
ANY of the northern beaches, weekday, weekends, anytime. People with dogs are NOT going to stop
short of the National Park boundary - and needless to say the dogs (off leash) are not going to know
when to stop. Add to this that there are birds and other animals living and nesting in and around the
National Park that ALSO are unable to discern where this so-called boundary begins / ends. I have many
times witnessed dogs running free making their way through the National Park - officially opening the
area would exacerbate the issue.
About time
If the Open Space and Recreation Planning officer can ENSURE dogs will remain within stated
boundaries and irresponsible dog owners are effectively punished for not following allocated times and
other requirements. Unlike the total debacle at Station Beach!
Dogs shouldn’t be allowed off leash in a public beach where young kids can safely play without worrying
about animals waste and terror or barking and unpredictable behaviour. It also ruins the look of the
beach.
I support the off leash area but people must be encouraged to pick up dog poo
Perhaps it will need to be policed by rangers to ensure that this occurs
Yes this would be a positive thing for me and my dog.
As a long term local who is both a dog owner and a parent of young children I am very concerned about
this proposal.
This is not the right beach for an off lead dog area. A quieter and less visited beach would be more
appropriate. Palm Beach is one of Australia’s most iconic beaches and attracts visitors from around the
world. People would not feel safe in the area if off lead dogs were permitted. I often visit the area early
in the morning and walk north along the beach with my children. I would no longer be able to do this as
I would be worried for their and my safety. Please pick a more appropriate place for off lead dogs as I
want to continue to enjoy this beautiful part of our area safely with my family.
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I fully support this proposal and see no reason not to proceed. The biggest impact on this area is the
weeds in the sand dunes and human faeces and rubbish left behind. Not from dogs. Make sure there
are poo bags available and bins to place waste in,
hydatid cysts may develop into adult tapeworms in the dog's intestine. Infected dogs pass tapeworm
eggs in their stool.The idea of having dogs roaming on the beach is not appealing to me.
Dog owners are letting their dogs run off lease all over the Northern Beaches. Why give them more
space for dogs? Dog ownership should be discouraged not encourage. The earth cannot sustain the
huge increase of dogs eating meat.
Fantastic! We would love somewhere to take our dogs!
It will be wonderful to have a choice of areas for dog socialisation. Such great initiatives for people to
connect with other residents in the community
Great plan . As a resident, rate payer and dog owner I support this plan .
Minimal impact on local residents, overall benefit to the community
Yes yes yes it’s 100% needed on the beaches. Let’s please give this a go. Like many other beaches are
doing this. Let’s allow family’s and their furr baby’s to have fun at the beach together.
Awesome idea, please lets trial it.
Yes, although why not open the full length of the beach to off leash dogs if they are only permitted 4pm
to 10am?
This is long overdue, I'm really looking forward to this trial. Currently I take my dog to Sandy Bay, North
Curl Curl and Bayview, which all have their limitations (high tide or small area only), a 400m lineal
stretch of beach would be fantastic for my dog and myself to stretch my legs.
Absolutely yes! Such a great way to enjoy nature, catch up with our community and get fit.
Do it not just for the mental and physical health of our dogs but for the mental and physical health of
the owners too. The more time spent outdoors on the northern beaches the better
Very supportive of this proposal, we need more areas on the northern beaches were we can safety let
our dogs play off-leash.
Very supportive of this proposal, we need more areas on the northern beaches were we can safety let
our dogs play off-leash.
We need more space like this - excellent choice by council
Completely change the safe family and walking friendly aspect of the beach.
Dogs in controlled, pooing and chasing wild life. Please no no no
This will prevent us walking the length of Palm Beach as we have done for 4 decades. Extremely upset
and angry about this proposal to make a prime pristine beach ruined by uncontrolled dogs.
Dog walking times shouldn’t be restricted. Why isn’t access 24hrs??? This would be an amazing
opportunity for families to spend the day at the beach injecting more money into the local community.
A fantastic initiative
As a dog owner I am longing desperately for a beach where I can take my dog for a walk.
Sounds like a great plan!
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Great concept, I live in Avalon and travel To Palm Beach regularly to surf in that area of the beach. In
the heights of summer there is close to no one using that area of the beach. In spring, autumn and
winter there is literally no one. Beaches should be available to everyone to use as they see fit.
There are days I use the beach without my dog, and I’m the first person to say I don’t want a dog kicking
sand or dribbling over me. Palm beach is a big space under this proposal you could still
Visit the beach and have plenty of space to enjoy your time without being dogged on.
I also like the boundary to remain out of the national park, this is a beach access area, where the dogs
can enjoy the sound and waves and water, no one wants to see unnecessary degradation of the wildlife.
It’s quite unbelievable the nay sayers have been winning this battle, this proposal helps place a
constructive balance to the current prohibition dog owners have been unfairly assessed for to long.
there are very few off leash dog beaches on the northern beaches. At a guys I would suspect that at
lease 50% of households own a dog. Dogs are beneficial for our health, keep us away from doctors.
I believe the same proportion of beaches as there are dog owning households, should be dog friendly.
People leave meow damaging rubbish on beaches than do dogs.
Thank you for this long overdue proposal. There are so many dogs now on the northern beaches
bringing so much pleasure to so many families. Current off-lease areas are crowded especially on
weekends so providing everybody does the right thing I am sure this trial will be a resounding
success.
Great idea
Sydney is one of the only areas with no dog beach access... travel to Forster and people have dogs on
the beach and everyone is so respectful
We need more off leash beaches in Sydney!!!!
Absolutely essential.
As a Bilgola Plateau resident with 2 dogs who love to run and get wet I have a significant drive to
McCarrs Creek Reserve to take them for water access. McCarrs Creek Reserves is also only available
Mon-Fri & is over a 30 minute drive. Bayview is far too congested and becomes overcrowded with dogs
especially on weekends and even more so in summer when outside Northern Beaches visitors come to
utilise it. I have intentionally avoided Bayview because of the degradation impact on the grassed area
that overcrowding has caused. Having additional off-leash water beach access areas will spread the dog
population load across multiple areas and better support preservation of the environment.
Our dogs need a space to be able to play with other dogs on the beach - no one uses this section of the
beach anyway especially in winter!!
The beaches of the Northern Beaches are pristine and world famous. To allow dogs on any part of Palm
Beach will take away the magic and setting of the beach. Unfortunately many dog owners fail to clean
up after their dogs. Also, how will the off-leash dogs be kept within the allocated beach area and be
prevented from roaming further down the beach?
Great idea
Fantastic area for dogs, not used much by people
I wouldn’t approve of letting hordes of people go onto a pristine beach to poo & wee everwhere.
I own a dog and know even when you pick up the droppings there is always some residue left.
The only thing I want to feel under my feet and between my toes is sand.
Please keep dogs off our beaches.
Dogs are a wonderful and therapeutic companion for humans, enabling them access to roam free in
open space with their canine friends and their humans serves to greatly benefit and enhance the
mental and physical health of their owners, in addition to theirs. It is also a great meeting place, for
owners and dogs alike, important for socializing and reducing isolation for many people.
Dog owners need more places to take their dog, where both can exercise without bothering others.
Great idea for dogs in the area to have more free running space.
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People of all ages use, and ought to be able to continue to use, the beach without the risk or fear of
being hassled or attacked by dogs running freely.
I think this is a great idea the Northern Peninsular is short of dog parks and being a beach it will not
damage the surface.
Yes please
We need more fog beaches in the NB
Allowing dogs to roam freely on beaches and in coastal vegetation would be detrimental to the
environment, wildlife, seabirds and the marine ecosystems. The NPWS report says: There are threats to
seals, migratory and non-migratory shorebirds, dune vegetation, associated fauna habitats, water
quality and aquatic ecology.
To allow a 400 metre off leash area in the middle of the ocean side of Palm Beach will also ruin the
beach experience for many non dog owners.
Palm Beach is one of the few beaches offering a really nice long walk. All the other beaches, until you
get to Mona Vale, which is also under threat, are quite small.
I am nervous around dogs and don't like it when they bound up and jump up on me, when I'm
exercising on the beach.
Dogs already have areas on the northern beaches that are off limits to walkers and beach goers. The
beach is the only place we can currently, safely get away from dogs.
The impact on the parking and traffic problems that already exist, will also be exasperated by an off
leash dog area.
With 1700 minimum, supporting this off lease for dogs, that would mean at least 1700 bags of dog shit
at Palm Beach, just take a walk around Rowland reserve ( Dog poo park ) Bloody concentrate on putting
in footpaths so us humans can safely go for walkies.
There will always be people that object to dog-friendly beaches, this doesn’t mean that there shouldn’t
be certain beaches where dogs are allowed. That is, it doesn’t need a consensus; there are more than
enough beaches to accommodate different needs. Those that don’t want to be on a beach with dogs
can choose from the majority of beaches where dogs are not allowed.
This end of Palm beach is suitable, as there are fewer people that use this part of the beach.
After moving from the Central coast a year ago, where there are considerably more dog off leash areas
than the northern beaches, a local dog off leash area would be wonderful. We previously lived 100m
walk to North Avoca beach, which is a dog friendly beach. After living on the Northern Beaches for the
last 12 months, I realise there is a high percentage of responsible dog owners, but there is definitely a
lack of beaches and limited areas for dogs to run around.
It’s a wonderful idea. I fully support it.
it would be wonderful to enjoy our dogs on the beach
Fantastic idea!
I hope the selfish man doesn’t take you to court this time and waste more community money
The area should extend all the way north to the park boundary
Excellent idea
I like dogs. However dog owners routinely parade their pooches of leash on many beaches regardless of
the wishes of community. My bag got pissed on the other day and the dog owner laughed. Keep your
dogs leashed at all times and protect public amenity.

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

130

Page 110 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

I have waited until now to lodge my submission as I wanted to get an idea of what the local community
thinks about this. For so long, there has been a rumour that the community is against dogs on the
beach. I have never sensed this is true, and so I went online to check the chatter to see if there is any
real opposition to this proposal. I checked several Facebook pages including: Northern Beaches Council,
Manly Daily, Northern Beaches Living, Northern Beaches Advocate, 2107 Avalon Bilgola Clareville,
Northern Beaches Review, Avalon What's On, Newport Community, and Pittwater Unleashed.
Wherever this proposal was discussed, I saw that those who spoke in support were in great number and
calmly pointed to facts in support of how this could and should be done. Those who spoke against
amounted to barely a handful. Of these, some were clearly fake Facebook identities created to give the
impression of wider opposition. These fake, vocal opponents made a lot of effort to show up on many
chat sites and it seemed they did not properly understand the fact that these trials involve only small,
set sections of beach. There was a hostility to the comments opposing that was not present in the
comments supporting. Sadly I am not in a position to own a dog and thereby derive a direct benefit
from this proposal. But I can see that a great number of families will love the opportunity to have their
dogs with them on a bit of beach, and for this reason I offer my very strong support.
Thank you for finally doing this. Playing at the shore with the dog is something we want to do, and there
is plenty of space so that it does not inconvenience others.
Dogs do not belong on our beaches. They poo and wee leaving the sad and water compromised. It's
disgusting and irresponsible owners DO NOT pick up.
Supported
Dear Council,
There is a growing assumption that everyone loves and is comfortable with dogs. The reality is that
many people, including me, would prefer not to be approached by dogs we don't know in a public
space. This makes us feel anxious and threatened and seriously detracts from feeling comfortable and
safe in a shared public space.
Palm beach is an exquisite nature wonder - an iconic place in Sydney and Australia - is a shared public
asset and space - something that belongs to all of us to enjoy. In special shared spaces like this, there
are rights and responsibilities - to the environment, in treading lightly, and to others, in not detracting
from the accessibility or enjoyment for them. Having an off leash area anywhere in Palm Beach is totally
inappropriate.
In effect an off-leash area will exclude people, like me and many others, who don't want to risk being
charged at by a large, potentially wet, dog - this could include people with disabilities.
I realise the proposed area is only a portion of the beach, but it will be hard or impossible to police this
and get everyone to put their dogs back on leash outside that area. It will likely have the effect of
attracting more dogs to the whole beach area. Palm beach is a place for everyone - it is incumbent on
the government to preserve equitable access to this public shared asset.
I do not support the off leash dog area. I appreciate that many dog owners are probably advocating
loudly to the council about this - I encourage you to also think about the whole Northern Beaches
community, not just a noisy interest group. Many people will not have heard about the proposal, or not
have put in a submission. Please keep in mind your responsibility to govern in a way that best meets the
interests of everyone in the community. Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission.
Poo everywhere. No rangers to adequately enforce. Dogs scaring children and others. Dogs worrying
swimmers sunbarhers and other beach goers. There are also fairy penguins which swim in these waters
and occasionally wander onto the beach - i have seen them and swum with them.
My dog and I would love to spend time in this beach together.
Times are important. I would suggest off lead 4.30pm until 9.30am the following day.
Dogs off Leash provide safety and hygiene issues. They impinge on the natural beauty and also are
considered predators to native species - in particular waterbirds. They have already caused the loss of
species in Elvina Bay due to domestic animals inhabiting tidal zone (illegally).
Plenty of space to share - highly support this
Great exercise for humans and animals.
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Is there anything as precious as a family that includes “Companion animals” they give so much love and
in return merely want a few free runs in the surf under balmie palmie sunshine. There are so many of
us, and only a handful that hate dogs, (One of which lives in MOSMAN not Palm beach) but they seem
to have more say in this than the many us. Why?
Why is it so hard for the Council to allow freedom for dogs a standard request, and so easy for the
hateful few that object- and not just to dogs? They are not killing fish or birds, they do not leave coffee
cups and picnic garbage and we always pick up after the hounds. We have enough crushing new rules,
and we need a place to run with our best friends. We also pay our taxes, (and Vote) not just the misery
men.
Every coastal town north and south of Sydney have off leash dog areas on there beaches. It would be
great to move with the times and needs of the community so everyone in the family can enjoy the
beach.
This seems to be so much fuss about something so basic. Please just get on with it.
The Northern Northern Beaches area really needs to allow dogs access to a beach for a period of time
each day. If this is the only viable proposal you are prepared to consider than I guess it is better than
what we currently have - which is nothing. If the shared space is off lead this is probably better but
personally I don't care if the dogs must be on leads
It is quite unbelievable that nowhere in the Council area is it possible to walk your dog on a beach. It is
an outdated view and not one reflective of the majority of rate payers in my opinion.
Why can’t I layout my towel with my family including the dog and relax. It has to be 24 hours.
Really don’t want a heart attack racing the 10am shut down. Stupid idea 4pm to 10am just when the
seagulls come in the feed. Better other way around.
Very good idea
This end of the beach is under utilised.
Why it should be 24 hours available
The majority of dog owners would only ever wish to respect and enjoy the natural environment around
them. What a joy for all dogs’ families to be able to share the beautiful surroundings of northern Palm
Beach. Heartwarming.
There are enough dog off areas around already, and they don't seem over crowded to me. Plus, the
diligence of dog owners to clean up after their dog is not good enough. I'd want to see better
responsibility taken before more areas are added.
Let's be inclusive for everyone that lives in this area - dog owners included! And provide a place to
exercise responsibly their animals!
Great Idea
This is totally inappropriate for Palm Beach. It will be dangerous for people and the environment. Please
don't let our precious Palm Beach go to the dogs!
Almost all beaches should be off-leash and dog friendly - at selected hours
Dogs are harmful to the environment and are a public health hazard and a public nuisance
The public should be provided with an of leash dog area in the northern part of the northern beaches.
My family and I are strongly support this.
Daily inspections by Rangers to monitor/fine for dog fouling and out of control dogs.
A time defined off-leash beach zone is much needed in the Palm Beach area and will not adversely
affect the general public enjoyment or use of area in any way.
Desperately needed and long overdue.

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

132

Page 112 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

Why don't we simplify the matter by allowing all dogs on the beaches before 9am and after 4pm during
winter. My dog loves the beach and when on holidays up north, they can run along the beach with us in
the morning and afternoon and swim in the ocean. Of course we collect their business just like we
would if walking down the street. Let's just MAKE IT SIMPLE - after all the beaches are there for all of
us to enjoy.
It’s a great idea and after your trial I think the NBC should consider adding more areas to other beaches.
Thanks Ron Castorina
Palm beach North and the headland is under pressure from heavy use, visitation and bush fires etc.
Birds, mammals and reptiles are being squeezed into smaller areas. Dogs and owners will not keep
away from the bush areas and habitat will end up being degraded. Dog poo will be left as not all owners
bother to pick it up. I have seen many dogs and owners on the beach on the Pittwater side in the
national Park despite signage banning them!
No off leash dog area should ever be near a National Park. Native animals do not recognise the
boundaries. I have also been on the beach (Palm Beach) with my children and have had dogs run up to
us while my children are clearly frightened. The owners say 'its ok he won't hurt you'. Keep your dogs
under control. Most dogs on the northern beaches have little or no training and will not come when
called.
It is so important as we have no “free” space for dogs to run
It's better than nothing but not very satisfying due to the 400 meter length .
Dog owners want to walk on the sand as much as their dogs so this will be very limiting.
Dogs also won't be able to go into the water as in general the waves are too big for them to enter in.
Having enjoyed off leash on the South Coast & the North Coast this is a sad reflection on the Northern
Beaches mentality. 98% of people love seeing dogs enjoy themselves on the beach.
It's a compromise all round.
Dogs are a very important part of the northern Beaches social glue, and of great importance to the
psychosocial health of many in the area. It is consistent with a harmonious community to have off leash
dog area so dog lovers can enjoy the outdoors with their dogs and this proposal allows this to occur
without diminishing the amenity of those have concerns about dogs.
I totally support this proposal. It will enhance the social cohesion of the area.
Can't it be done in line with other areas where there is a summer season and a winter season for off
leash dog areas? more time available in winter and less in summer as there are more people swimming
and using the beach For example:
Before 9am and after 4pm weekdays during winter
Before 9am and after 6pm weekdays during daylight savings summer months (Oct – Mar)
I feel that the current proposal could still have some significant impacts in such a sensitive area but
would support it with the above time changes
When Station Beach was closed to dogs it left a huge stain on the integrity of the council. Bowing to the
pressure of one local man who put his interests above the community is not good enough. The
community is so loving and so careful with their dogs. I never saw mess left behind. Everyone was very
careful of the environment. This luxury needs to be returned to the community.
I think it's great to be able to run your dog of the leash on a beach. It is good exercise for the dog and
for yourself. If all dog owners stay in 1 area, what harm is it to others.
Mental health is important & dogs are a big part of this
Previously the off leash area at Station Beach was a great community asset and it was hugely
disappointing when it was removed. The fact the Council effectively caved in to one mans complaints
was a disgraceful reaction and basically undemocratic. The new proposal is a great step to renew
confidence in the Council and will restore an opportunity for the community to enjoy a beautiful area
with their pets.
PERFECT as this area of the Palm Beach is rarely used by people sunbathing or swimming. It will provide
a doggie beach area that is soooo needed and wanted for our beach and sand loving pooches.
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This is a great opportunity for community engagement with the benefit of using pooches as
intermediaries.
There are so many beaches! If the public don't want to be on the dog beach they can go to one of the
many many many other beaches. Just let us have a little bit of beach for our families to be able to play
with our dogs in the water please
Why limit the hours. At Rowland there are a lot of retired and shift work people who walk during the
day. Also there needs to be plenty of poo bins/bags - again it makes a big difference at Rowland.
Thanks. Ngaire
As a dog owner I am sorry there are so many restriction on off leash areas.
I have not found one that is acceptable to use, so the Palm Beach and Mona Vale areas will be great.
The Avalon one is so small and dirty and full of pot holes making it a big risk to injuries.
The Careel bay one is also small, dark and dirty.
It is such a shame we cannot use Station Beach anymore as that was a perfect area.
Our area is in great need of an off leash beach area for dogs. This is a wonderful proposal and I am in
full support.
There are very few (only one I’m aware of) off leash areas for dogs so I welcome this trial. Having said
that, I presume impact on native wildlife has been taken into consideration and mitigated against. (If
there is likely to be any impact). Thank you Kate
Hurry up!! My dogs are both 10
I truly believe in that off-leash dog areas provide mant positives.
*The dogs get to "run free and have a good stretch" as well as the hunmans with them.
*The owners, friends and families also have some where to gather and share space with like minded
people.
*These areas then provide an opportunity to socialise which makes a mainly caring community.
* The majority of people who make the effort of taking their dogs to an off-leash area are by definition
those who are responsible owners who obviously appreciate and care for the facility.
*The trial hours seem sensible and I assume provide an introductory base for assessment.
*Our recent COVID lockdowns provided an opportunity to observe the large number of Peninsula
residents who take warmth from outings with their dogs. This also indicated the large numbers of dogs
in the area.
*I gather now with more people realising that working from home is not an issue and more widely
accepted as a future practice and have observed these people taking a more "healthy" work break in
getting outside and walking their dogs.
northern beaches needs more off leash dog areas. Thank you for proposing these two sites.
No matter how loud the pro off leash people say that they are responsible, There is always dog poop
left behind.Each and every morning, there are dogs off lead running on Newport Beach whilst the
owner has the lead over their shoulder
A similar off-leash dog area program works successfully on the Sunshine Coast. We have enjoyed such a
positive experience when holidaying in Queensland with our puppy. It would be great to have the same
opportunities in our local area.
This would create a really easy area for dogs on the ocean and promote healthy walking for all of us
away from tick infested areas. (Careel bay is awful at the moment). On many Central Coast beaches this
works really well. You can come off the beach and get a coffee at the surf club, with your pooch.
I would recommend some initial restrictions so the interactions of dogs and visitors to Palm Beach is
minimised. For example - Monday to Friday 4pm to 10am so that locals can walk early and be gone
before the majority of visitors / tourists arrive. This also prevents everyone bringing their dogs as a
'destination' beach.
We would need very clear signage on where you are allowed and not allowed so everyone is away from
the dunes and National Park.
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Thank you for considering us dog walkers who don't want to walk on the road or loop the dog park 500
times to get some exercise outdoors.

With responsible dog owners observing and adhering to the proposed boundaries, area times and
cleanliness obligations this is a fantastic opportunity for dogs, their owners and indeed non-dog owners
to greatly benefit from the ability to have good 'old fashioned' fun in and around the surf, everyone is a
winner!
As long as sufficient signage is provided.
I would love for my dog to run on the beach as for other beach users to understand the start and end of
the area.
I visit the Royal Far West 4 times a year and love seeing all the dogs being walked out and about
Great for all for dogs to get out and socialise less issues with neighbours complaining due to barking
Common sense must prevail... it certainly does in most areas of Australia and much more so in the
northern hemisphere
This area is a picnic area for local families and a safe walking area for children with safe access to north
palm beach. North Palm beach is popular with a range of local people for walking and leisure activities.
Most dog owners are responsible citizens; however there are many who neglect to clean up after their
dogs and this problem would be exacerbated if the area becomes an off leash exercise area for dogs.
The North Avalon dog exercise park is successful because it is situated away from popular family areas.
My suggestion would be to place the dog exercise area well away from one of Sydney’s most popular
beach and leisure environments.
Because our beloved dogs are such an important part of our lives - beach time with them is a happy
place for all.
Excellent idea and well over due with the amount of beaches surrounding us with only 1 off leash beach
available at this time by adding both station beach and South Mona vale beach this change will be
welcomed by the community
Wholly support this - there is a local community that is genuinely behind this. The Pittwater outcome
was very disappointing so I do hope council has everything in order for this proposed plan.
Observing dog owners as a regular walker and also in my own street which has a high volume of dogs
walked on and off leash, I am constantly disappointed at the lack of consideration by owners. They
often do not use the leash to control their dogs appropriately in a public street, so I can't image how
they will manage them off leash. Many owners do not pick up their dog droppings on the street so the
thought of dogs fouling the beach as well is not appealing.
It’s about time!! Sick of whinging rich people saying it’s an environmental issue when jet skis are
allowed
Looks perfect - we really need it.
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Please give us dog owning rate payers a chance to enjoy the beach as much as all other rate payers. I
see more misbehaving humans who leave trash and disturb others trying to the enjoy the beach than
I've ever seen any dogs have issues on any area they're allowed.
I grew up on the mid north coast of NSW and there is very little parts of the beaches dogs aren't
allowed. In fact the beach that I would call my local back home has a rule, dogs aren't allowed within 10
m of the flags. This rule makes sense to me as most families should be using the areas that are patrolled
and if you're using a beach that isn't patrolled then you're doing it at your own risk, so why not let dogs
have their share.
For an area with many kilometers of beaches the fact that dogs aren't allowed on any part of them is
absolutely ridiculous. I love calling Dee Why home and am willing to travel (for now) to take my dog to
the beach but really dogs should be allowed some time on most beaches. Restrict Manly or other
popular tourist beaches but let the locals enjoy their beaches with their dogs. It's insane to me that I
have to drive to go to a beach with my dog but I live within walking distance of one.
Off leash beach areas at Curl Curl and Long Reef would be great also for those that live further south on
the peninsular.
My pup needs more places he can run which aren’t absolutely packed like Bayview
Way to close to a National Park and will bring with it so much excrement and litter. And is completely
unnecessary. Will be a danger to children and others as even Bayview has constant dogs attacking one
another. The dog area at Bayview is a perfect example of why this is a bad idea.
An off leash dog area is of great benefit for both the dogs and the humans they look after. This area is
one that will allow the dogs a free area to access the water and sand with good access from the carpark
and an area that those who want to avoid the dogs can do so easily and still have good access to the
beach.
There are relatively few genuine beach areas around Sydney which are accessible to dogs and their
families: More are needed.
We don’t visit friends in Palm Beach as we can’t swim our dogs anywhere and it’s so dog unfriendly
we’d rather meet at Bayview. We’d love a opportunity to swim here as proposed.
We desperately need more off leash areas.
We are desperate for more areas on the beaches for our dogs . The rest of Australia is ok with it , why
not us ?
The suggested area is the perfect area for dogs to be able to exercise off lead. It is an area that is not
widly used by the general public and it would allow dogs to exercise onland and in the water. It is a
logical and sensible plan.
I support fully, the whole community wins when dogs have an area to be properly exercised.
Please give the dogs so space to run on the beach
The Northern beaches does not have any off leash beaches where people can swim with their dogs. The
central coast and other areas outside Sydney (including Melbourne) successfully manage off leash
beaches. It’s time we gave it a try.
An area where I can responsibly take my dog to run and play in the surf is very much needed. There are
so few options for off-leash exercise and Bayview has become over-crowded on weekends so there is
clearly community demand.
I am so tired of having to drive up to Umina to allow my dog some time running and swimming on the
beach. This would be amazing!
When travelling through or visiting LGA's and contributing to economy, good to have well sign posted
and publically announced dog sreas where to drive to for next stop
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this would be amazing as there are only a handful off offical dog parks between manly and palm beach
Please give our dogs some freedom on the beach, it's not a lot to ask and we are responsible dog
owners who promise to pick up poos, always..
This is something that has been needed for the pets of the northern beaches for a very long time and
I’m glad to see this proposition!
Not enough dog off leash areas in the northern beaches
An off leash dog area would be the best use of this area, it will bring people & money into the local
community
The times seem restrictive
I support the opportunity for dog owners to prove that they can sue this space in a responsible way
beach is empty especially late afternoon and evening
More off lead beach areas needed
Support
With so much space available there needs to be options for walking dogs in this environment.
It annoys us to see this vast space with nobody using it most of the time. Thank you for finally giving us
a say. From what we hear, this will make many people happy, and only cause grief for a relative few,
who complain about everything, anyway.
Thank you Council, this is long overdue
Dogs need to have room to run around
More off leash areas are urgently needed.
Absolutely great idea to have more off leash areas
It's disgusting that this already isn't a dog off-leash area. It's a beach.
The council caving to the 1 rich asshole who wanted no dogs on the beach is the most unaustralian
thing I have ever seen. Changes : Off lead should be the entire beach 24/7
Why is it that Central Coast Council provide beach access to dogs and Northern Beaches Council just
cant see the reasoning. Spend some time up there and see how happy they are. We drive to the Central
Coast every weekend in Sumner just so we can enjoy the beach with our dog.
There are already adequate spaces for dogs to exercise.
I walk in that area and sit and relax also. I would not want to be disturbed by dogs running around.
There are no off leash beaches in the Northern beaches!
It should be extended all the way to the national park boundary for the trial, and only shortened back
up again if there is a problem. We can't have the national park staff saying what we can and cannot do
with public space that is not national park land.
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I'm a KiteSurfer and Surfer at Palmy. The proposed area is where we all typically launch/land/park our
Kites. It typically gets up to 45 Kiters and 10 Windsurfers in this area when the wind is up.
Especially during October through to April. This area is also heavily favoured by beachgoers as well. It
gets crowded.
Dogs and KiteSurfers don't mix as dogs typically try to chase and catch our Kites. I have experienced a
dog biting and tearing my Kite on landing at Kurnell. This is also a mixed redreation area. That has now
Banned Kiters on certain parts of the beach. It's often plagued by dramas between dog owners, Kiters,
Raners and Police. Who have to regularly patrol the area in case of drama. There always seems to be
something goinhg on.
I also have issues with the potential of piles of dog shit that will result. You only have to go Cooks
Terrace anytime of the day to smell and see piles of dog shit. No matter how many bags and bins you
put up, not all owners will pick up their dogs shit. I have see this at Belrose, Cooks Terrace, Bayview and
many other dog parks.
This idea is a Bad one and will result in many future potential problems. I have trod in dog shit buried
under the sand at Palmy quite a few times already over the years. I often see people walking their dogs
in the late afternoon off leash. DEFINITELY NO!!!!
As a passionate dog owner of 3, I don't support this proposal. Our family loves going to off leash at Bay
View and that is really enough sand and water for our four legged friends. Unfortunately they urinate
and defecate indiscriminately and make the sand dirty for other recreational activities. Please do not
turn our beautiful beaches into public toilets.
Extended hours in winter would be even better
Dogs, and their owners NEED to have at least one decent beach to have a play and a run, it’s a
NECESSITY!!!!
Should be allowed and great for the community
It shouldn't be this complicated...
This a great proposal to allow the dogs access to an ocean beach and non peak times. This part of the
beach is under utilised, therefore I see no negative to this proposal
There are not enough leash free areas let alone beaches that dogs can access to enjoy being themselves
whether it's to relax with owners or to have a run , walk and socialise with other dogs and their families
. This provides great mental health benefits as well as other health and social and community benefits .
There is a lot of open remaining for individuals who do not wish to be sharing a spot on the sand with
dogs. Dogs and dog owners deserve to be able to make use of the beach (a public space) too. There are
already so many restrictions on where dogs can and cannot go - if people are not happy with sharing a
dog with a beach they have plenty of other options - dog owners do not have the same luxury. If people
are worried about dog poo on the beach - not picking up dog poo is an offence that stops people from
doing this on the streets so this need not be a worry!
Dogs and dog owners love the beach, please approve
It would be even better if the time limits were not so restricted... the area is not greatly used and it
would be lovely to enjoy the beach throughout the day with our water loving dog.
Dogs need an area for a run and a swim, out of the way of most of the public and this Palm Beach spot
will be perfect for it. It’ll be busy to start, but then it will calm down. No dog owner will allow others to
leave dog poop so I’m sure it will stay clean!
I have walked on North Palm Beach since the 1990's, as a teen, with my dog - I was saddened by the
draconian rules that were put in place prohibiting beach access to the community and without
community consultation.
Yes please, would love to have timed access to walk a dog.
healthy safe activity for families with dogs - keeps the beaches safer too with activity and often picking
up of broken bottles, debris from picnic-ers.
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enables us to take our dog on day out to the area and support the local shopping areas and community
in so doing
My dog loves the beach
All day dog section no time restraints
need several dog off leash areas for well being and responsible care of dogs
very high percentage of dog owners in northern beaches council area
dogs not getting enough exercise with only 1 dog off leash area - dogs , therefore become a nuisance
with excessive barking and conflict with neighbours
North Palm beach area quite remote and currently not used much except for occasional swimmer and
walker - off leash are would not interfere with these people
We are in desperate need for more off leash areas now Station Beach is completely closed to dogs.
Wonderful. A much needed change for dog owners on the northern beaches.
Janine Allies sent me
Please no time limits. People always get confused so they don’t end up working and the anti-dog
community members always end up winning. There are zero ocean front dog friendly beaches in
Sydney. The closest one is Killcare Beach on the Central Coast. They trialed the off leash time limit of
4pm to 10am but it was never policed which just lead to locals who didn’t like dogs complaining to the
council if dog owners didn’t comply with the time limits. Luckily however the dog owners finally won
and they made the middle section of Killcare beach off leash (so the section between the flags and the
Putty Beach end which backs onto Bouddi National Park dogs are prohibited). If an off leash area so
close to a National Park which are strictly no dog zones (both on and off leash) can work then why can’t
it work on a Sydney Beach too.
There are not enough off leash areas in Sydney.
45%+ of households own one dog or more.
We need more off leash dog beaches
There are not enough off leash areas on the North Shore considering the number of households with a
dog.
The covid related lockdowns have reinforced that daily exercise and the company of pets, especially
dogs, is very important for mental and physical health. Off-leash areas encourage both
Guys just give us a side or the whole beach so we can walk up & down it. At the off leash times there
are barely anyone- to no one on the beach. It’s about being fair. The things you concentrate on is that
people should have effective control & proper clear signage stating the rules & what effective control is
Great idea. Please consider making it from 9am until 5pm in the winter months.
Local residents sorely need an off leash area. The successful legal challenge to the Station Beach trial
has deeply disappointed angered local dog owners who had been relishing that opportunity and from
my daily dog walks during that trial, were careful to respect the rules responsibly.
This alternative proposition would be greatly appreciated as a viable alternative & is strongly supported
by us as dog owning local residents for more than 20 years. This type of off leash beach zone has been
demonstrated to work well around Australia & would go a long way to wards establishing an equitable
shared use of the beach for all.
Has always seemed a shame to me that we have these untouchable beaches when it comes to Jing a
dog.
We need dog friendly beaches here
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Having more pets especially dogs to support the individuals mental health it is our duty to offer these
pets a place to follow their natural instincts and provide a space for them to socialise freely. Dogs need
to be able to wear off their energy. This will help to avoid any aggressions due to lack of exercise
I am a dog owner but do not think unleashed dogs should go on the beach, because owners do not pick
up their dogs waste. This is evidenced every day when I take my dog to unleashed areas.
There is so much coast it’s not like humans are having to miss out as a result of this and we need off
leash beach areas to take dogs to. Exercised and socialised dogs are well behaved and happy.
It is very important to have some places where we can walk our dog along the beach. This will be very
popular and only a few crazies will complain.
I fully support any off leash do exercise areas.
Strongly support this concept. Thank you!!
Please see attached file. Key concerns include the following:
1. Environmental risk assessment should take place before trial parameters are developed.
2. Community consultation premature ahead of environmental risk assessment.
3. Site selection flawed and not transparent.
4. Community consultation should only take place after all relevant government agencies have provided
approval, noting current concerns by certain agencies such as Nation Parks.
5. Boundary proposal premature ahead of environmental risk assessment and approval from
government agencies.
6. Compliance concerns.
7. Pollution concerns.
8. Fencing, signage & conflict on beach concerns.
Dogs need a beach!
I believe there should be no time restrictions during the week to dilute numbers. The beaches, even in
Summer are often deserted mid week. This would suit many retired & working from home residents
Weekends perhaps. Too many peeps in a small time frame is not ideal & bound to cause conflict.
Certainly worth a trial!
Providing a few sections of beach permitting offleash will mean people go where they are allowed to
go, as no one enjoys having to watch out for rangers. This means less dogs where their not supposed to
be, which is also a good outcome.
I do not believe dogs should be allowed on any beach as they alienate the areas to everyone else. They
have enough specific unleashed areas to defecate and exercise.
Too many delays with this already
I surf at the proposed beach area and a great many dog owners fail to pick up their dogs droppings. The
entire chilled ambiance of the beach area will be destroyed by more people coming to the beach and
adding significant crowd presence which we already put up with.
its about time we got this
This would be marvellous. Bayview is the only local place we can let our dogs have a swim but it is
overrun with people from out of area bringing their dogs so is just too busy. We need more areas that
will hopefully ease the load on Bayview.
I am opposed to this off leash area on personal and environmental grounds. As a walker, It’s one of the
few places big enough to avoid being accosted by dogs even on their leashes as the pathways are quite
narrow in the area. It is a quiet beautiful spot, with native vegetation painstakingly regenerated over
years that will be damaged by uncontrolled dogs. Keeping dogs in only the area specified on the sand
will not happen and owners will allow them free rein up and down the beach front which happens
routinely at the moment. For swimmers and surfers this poses issues as does dog droppings on the sand
washing into the ocean. Surely another area not quite as environmentally sensitive could be proposed.
Does it have to be a beach front? A sports oval perhaps? Thanks.
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I support this but think it should be available as an off leash area for
longer hours
As a new dog owner I am very keen to be able to take my dog for some off leash time and enjoy our
beautiful local area with the dog
That sounds fantastic, as my pet loves having a swimm.But I would like to have some fenced area as
well so my little toy covoodle does not run away and get lost in the bush . 😬Thank you !!
Supervised off leash, big fines for not picking up business
I don’t want dogs on our beaches at all Zero time slot They ruin the Environment Serenity Family
friendly area is more important Not everyone wants a dog jumping on them as what happens in cafes
etc

I am not a dog owner or necessarily a dog lover. I have been bitten twice in the streets of Avalon by the
same dog walking with its owner on a leash. That is an indication of how careless some dog owners are.
I have been harassed untold times on Avalon Beach between 6:00am and 7:00am jogging along the
beach over the last 10 years I cannot count. Another indication of how irresponsible some dog owners
are.
We live in Old Barrenjoey Road next door to the Telstra complex. Virtually every day walking to
Woolworths or a cafe we have to dodge dog drop[pings on the footpaths. Another example of how
irresponsible some dog owners are.
Despite the above, I agree both these proposals should be enacted, the one proviso is that Council
committees to policing non compliance at other beaches.
I swim at Avalon every morning between 6 - 7am. The number of dogs off leash is ridiculous. Rarely do
Rangers police the situation. If these proposals are enacted and policing of other beaches is not carried
out we just reared the irresponsible dog owners, of which there are more of than most dog owners will
admit to.
More unleashed dog exercise areas with access to water for dogs to swim are desperately needed on
the northern beaches. North Palm Beach is an ideal location, being well away from the areas of the
ocean beach that are used by the swimming public.
I am concerned about conflicts in landuse between kitesurfers and dog walkers. During summer, the
area proposed for the dog trial at the North end of Palm Beach is heavily used by up to 50 local
kitesurfers. The best time for kitesurfing is when the north-easterly seabreeze comes up on summer
afternoons (most sunny days during October-February)- that is from 1pm to dusk on weekends and
from afterwork to dusk on weekdays. Kitesurfing involves thousands of dollars worth of equipment
which can be easily damaged by a dog jumping on the inflatable kites as they rest on the beach. Kites
also have long lines which can be dangerous to a dog if it runs into the kite landing zone.
There are many responsible dog owners who live or holiday at Palm Beach...many more than those who
do not support off leash walking of dogs e.g. the well-funded minority who finally had their way re
Station Beach! In my >20 years of walking my dogs along Station Beach - when it was allowed - I never
once saw anyone not pick up dog poo, nor aggressive or irresponsible behaviour from dogs or their
owners. In fact, all I witnessed was compliance and responsibility as dog owners cherished this
wonderful place to walk their dogs and treated it with the respect it deserves. The real problem for the
sea horses is not the dog traffic but the motorised and non-mortised traffic (including seaplanes, motor
boats, yachts, water-skiers, canoers, paddle boarders, windsurfers, surf kites...to name but a few) that
has increased immeasurably since I have been spending my summers and school holidays with kids and
dogs at my father-in-laws place on Station Beach.
A great location for members of the community, and visitors, to enjoy our lifestyle with our four-legged
family members.
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Absolutely support this. Providing off leash areas so families with dogs can enjoy outdoor space
together should be a priority!
This is a wild bit of beach and the furthest we can be from Sydney to experience wildness. I really think
it will be a great shame to open this to dogs and will remove the sense of untamed wild beach and
ocean one can experience there. Please don’t do this!!!! Can’t express my opposition strongly enough.
Who is going to pick up all the dog Pooh! Also how are you going to police this! This will be a absolute
nightmare! If you want to walk along the beach to the end you’ll have to watch out for all the dogs
jumping up on you!! This really does sorry me because even now walking the streets many many people
do not have there dogs on a lead and will only get worse!! Can you imagine after a weekend with all the
visitors coming up it will be Pooh city!!!
There are no swimming areas for dogs north of Mona vale- and this is well overdue. It is not really about
dogs but a very important form of exercise and social interaction for dog owners. Careel Bay is a dust
bowl or mud pit between trees. There are sports venues galore on the northern beaches - please allow
the limited timed access to people who exercise with their dogs- in a space that does not threaten the
environment. And please do not use 1080 poisoning as a reason not to allow dogs here. In fact please
do not use 1080 - ever!! Almost all high income counties have banned it because of how cruel it is and
because it can be carried out of area by birds or other animals before they die. Please look up the
international perspective on this inhumane form of death to animals and what unintended harm it can
do to native wildlife!
Palm Beach is a family beach and a pristine environment. Not only will young children not be as safe on
the beach with dogs running free (as not all dogs are safe around children), but the pollution dogs will
bring onto the beach and the risks to local wildlife is frankly irresponsible. Our environment is already
under threat from climate change. Why would we add insult to injury by allowing dogs to roam all over
our beaches placing extra pressure on our coastlines? There are already plenty of beautiful local dog
parks and Bayview dog walking park for those owners who want their dogs to swim. They don’t need to
roam our beaches too. I love dogs but don’t want to sit and swim in the pollution they bring onto the
beach. Not only that, but some young children and/or adults can be intimidated or scared of dogs. Does
this mean these people won’t be able to enjoy the beach in its entirety any more? My 4 daughter has
been chased and jumped up on walking down at Mona Vale beach by dogs that have illegally come
down onto Mona Vale beach with their owners. It’s an unfair situation because not all dogs are friendly.
Palm beach is also a beach that is a national icon. Let’s look after it and make it a clean and safe place to
visit.
Where is the environmental impact statement.
This is a long over-due development that will help so many people in the area. So many times the
Avalon & Careel Baydog parks have been dust bowls in summer and muddy puddles in winter. This
proposal provides a great environment to walk dogs in a way that is sympathetic to our natural
environment. I totally support the proposal
Would prefer it to be leashed dogs on the beach to be considerate of others and also for those dog
owners who don't do the right thing and have out of control dogs.
This great, I’ve lived in Avalon all my life and it’s about time we had something like this. Go anywhere
up or down the coast and you can take dogs on the beach. Listen to the real community and not the
elite few that seem to continually ruin this area
Can you please consider off dog off leash area for eastern end of Long Reef Beach just before the long
reef headland too please.
Happy healthy people and their dogs build happy healthy communities.
We need a lot more beach access for our people and our pets.
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I am an offshore resident dealing with boat users illegally bringing their dogs into the national park on a
daily basis. I witness first hand the waste left behind on the sand, in the bushland and in the water, the
fear in the native animals from the scent and barking of dogs, the nuisance and human conflict dogs
bring amongst beach users, and dogs chasing wildlife such as wallabies when they are unrestrained.
The native land and marine fauna do not need any more unrestrained dogs in proximity to NPWS
reserves in Pittwater. The Barrenjoey seal colony and Station Beach dolphins will move on. We have
already lost fairy penguins and seahorses throughout Pittwater due to human impact. Dogs are not
marine creatures and do not depend on a beach environment for their survival. Let the native and
migratory birds and sea mammals cohabit with humans in the area without the added stress and threat
of dog waste, scents, barking and the possibility of being hunted down or injured by a dog off its leash.
The impact on and conflict between beach users is real. The tourism heart of Palm Beach will become a
stressful place for people to go and relax. It will be filthy and smelly. I see first hand that dog owners do
not pick up after dogs on Pittwater beaches, instead hiding it under the sand or in the bushland.
Uncollected dog waste on land and in seawater is filled with viruses, bacteria and man-made chemical
treatments that have unknown effects on native wildlife.
There are plenty of other public parks and spaces in the northern beaches where dogs can be run offleash. Leave Palm Beach as a natural tourism asset and relaxing outdoor space for locals and visitors.
Most of all, conserve and protect what native wildlife remains for generations to come.

Dogs have no place whatsoever on any of our beach there are a vast range of seabirds that are in
danger and fairy penguins frequently use this area . Thanks
finally pittwater will restore some swimming access for those north of the bends after removing Careel
Bay access decades ago. I am extremely in favour of this proposal
I'd love one at Newport Beach too: north of the Volley Ball net please
You should not be proposing unleashed dogs on beaches before completing the necessary
environmental studies to ascertain impacts on flora and fauna in adjacent dunes and bushland.
100% in favour of as many off-leash areas as possible.
That area along the beach is attached the the Barrenjoey Headland it is a haven for local wildlife. To
have dogs allowed loose there is just asking for environment disaster and destruction to the wildlife
that live there. The NBC knows this, environmentally anyone knows this (you are putting your head in
the sand if you can't see this). Is this NBC putting up yet another proposal which is sure to fail (and
rightly so)? The last cost rate payers lots. We keep getting stupid proposals (are they from Pittwater
Unleashed or NBC?) which divide everyone. It is time to put forward the proposal of leashed dog trials
on all beaches limited to early mornings and late afternoons. See how these trials go first - then start
looking at the possibility of unleashed. With these stupid proposals the issue of dogs on beaches will
never happen and cost rate payers mega $$$s.
Hi I don't support having a dog exercise area at Palm Beach. Migratory and other birds need shorelines
to forage. Dogs can be intrusive and sometimes frightening to visitors, especially children
Dog owners can be very aggressive, especially if you point out their dogs aren't allowed in an area, e.g.
Bangalley reserve.
I support the proposed dog off-leash area.
It's been a long time coming and the community needs this.
The off leash times I believe are sensible for all users of the beach.
Dogs are wonderful but NOT wonderful on our beaches. There is no way of controlling or policing this
and there will always be those who do NOT abide by the rules - I have witnessed this many times and if
you try to approach the owners they become aggressive, abusive and defensive. There is also a risk of
dogs becoming aggressive attacking other dogs and people how do we control this? The suggested
hours could not be worse - before and after work - this is exactly when most people want to be on the
beach. Signs, fences and fines will NOT help there are always people who will do exactly what they
want. How do you control where a dog off leash will run, dig, damage the environment, sand dunes and
poo. I have seen people on the beach just kick sand over dog poo - is this really what we want for our
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beaches? PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY OUR BEAUTIFUL CLEAN, PEACEFUL, PRISTINE BEACHES NOT NOW
NOT EVER PLEASE.

I do believe it is just fair to offer a space on the beach for all the families that have a dog and want to
enjoy the outdoors as a complete family. Dogs pay a very high contribution to the economy of the area
providing jobs to many people working in the animal sector, it is just fair they get to experience life as
we do.
Awesome initiative!
Not enough off leash swimming areas on northern beaches for dogs
I can’t see a reason why this shouldn’t go ahead
Good idea
Nature is there for everyone and everything to enjoy. The current restrictions do not meet community
requirements. I am grateful that these proposals are in place but would like more in the future.
Plenty of other council areas in NSW offer beach access to dogs and mine would love to enjoy the surf
Much needed!
Dog owners are unable to clean up after their dogs on land what hope have we got of them cleaning up
the beach. Just kick some sand over the mess
I am in full support , much better than Careel head ......
It’s very really gets used by the public
Rate paying pet owners need more safe dog exercise areas in walking distance of their homes. These
beach areas are under utilised in the hours that the dog access is being proposed so seems like an ideal
use of the space.
All day access, please! My kids love taking the dogs to the beach and we like going in the morning
before lunch. If necessary, we are happy with on-leash access during the busiest time of the day!
More dog exercise areas the better
To commence earlier than 4pm. 4pm onwards is very close to shark danger times
Start earlier than 4pm. That is very close to shark danger times.
Start earlier than 4pm - too dangerous for sharks
I believe dog swimming areas r to crowded
This would be a great opportunity for our family to visit the beach with our dog, we are so desperate for
a place on the northern beaches for this to be available and this very unused part of Palm beach would
be perfect!!!
Absolutely!!!
To many dog owners have no concept of the behaviour of their dogs. They believe their dog is entitled
to do whatever it wants. Too many dog owners still believe that the walk to and from the off leash area
is also a chance to let their dog off the leash to harrass everyone else. Too many dog owners still believe
they can leave the little baggie of dog poo by the side of access tracks instead of binning it.
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Absolutely there should be more areas for dogs off leash
Absolutely yes!! This is critical for exercise and mental health of both dogs and their owners
The usual suspects will shriek in horror at the thought of dogs on any stretch of beach. Indeed, no
matter which area Council selects, the same serial complainers will adjust their complaint to say "not
here". It will go on for another 20 years if Council gets sucked into this silly game. It has gone on long
enough, and it is time for the trials, to demonstrate once and for all if the sky really will fall in.
I think this is an amazing idea. As a resident of the area for over 25 years. When we could take our dog
on the beach years ago, it was fun for both her and us. Please bring back those good old doggy days!
They love nothing more than splashing into the water and running on the beach.
For a large majority of the year, that section of beach is deserted too, bringing dogs and people
together there will help re-establish community and conversation amongst other locals!
Absolutely, the dogs are so happy when they are at the beach! It’s a tiny portion of the sand that will
service thousands of happy local dog owners
Brilliant idea.
1. An environmental impact study needs to be done first.
2. The traditional owners of the land should be consulted. My guess is that due to the incompatibility of
dogs and native fauna a dog beach here would not be desired. It's possible that Barrenjoey Headland
would have held great significance for the traditional owners. It is a special place. This may influence
the desirability of having dogs on the beach leading to it (and on it - see next point).
2. Dog owners inherently break rules. If dogs are allowed anywhere near Barrenjoey Headland, also the
vegetation on the sand dune, owners will without a doubt let or lead their dogs there.
I have witnessed this:
*at New Brighton Beach Northern NSW - dog owners lead their dogs past the no dog zone into the
National park area.
*at Moonee beach near Coffs Harbour - countless dogs are let roam into the NP area - full of native sea
birds such as Oyster Catchers.
Many dog owners seem to have an attitude that THEIR dog is special or different or won't do the wrong
thing, or is insignificant enough to not cause issues etc They also seem to treat their dogs almost on
equal terms with people and thus don't seem to have respect for the personal space of other people,
leading to a reluctance to acknowledge dog boundaries and/or rules. Plus many people (including dog
owners) just don't abide by rules and regulations if they feel that they won't be enforced. The reality
surely will be that rangers will rarely be policing the area. They rarely police the areas I have listed
before, it would be naive to think it any different at North Palm Beach. It costs a lot to employ a ranger
to watch one stretch of a beach I imagine.
3. Any beach where dogs are allowed will make it impossible for birds to breed there.
4. Any beach with dogs will inevitably end up with dog poo on the foreshore/tideline -witnessed at
Brunswick beach and Ballina beach along the Richmond River. This makes an area very unappealing to
go swimming.
5. Any beach with dogs will end up with plastic dog poo bags left on it, full or otherwise. Plastic bags are
apalling things to have anywhere near our waterways - for turtle health.
6. Having dogs at this beach will deter non dog owners from attending the beach because non dog
owners often do not like being jumped on, or harassed by dogs. The hard packed sand on this beach is
narrow (leading to all usually walking on that section) and will make it very difficult for non dog owners
to avoid contact with dogs if they don't want it.
7. North Palm Beach is a very special stretch of beach - magic. At times one almost feels like they have
got away from the hustle and bustle of the city with a walk on it. Making this a dog beach will extinguish
this peaceful getaway for Sydneysiders.
remove the time restriction, and follow central coast beaches.. 150m away from patrolled areas
we need a vara8itey of these dog parks across the beaches as the current situation is not good enough.
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It is said that the squeaky wheel gets the oil, and we know that entitled dog owners, who refer to their
pets as 'furbabies', are very squeaky wheels indeed, a loudly vocal part of the community determined
that their dogs should have the same rights as human beings.
I urge you please to completely scrap the idea of turning this part of Palm Beach into an off-leash area
for dogs - it is a terrible idea for so many reasons. Where do I start?
For one thing, and I know this from experience of my time living further north, dogs are not capable of
knowing and observing boundaries, and dog owners rarely enforce the strict boundaries set for their
animals. Dogs will be roaming far beyond the allocated zone, so you may as well just say "Palm Beach"
and leave the word "zone" out of it.
As a parent of young children, it is terrifying when an unleashed dog runs up to your small person
whose face is at the same height as the dog. Nine times out of ten I have been abused or scolded by dog
owners for asking them to keep their dogs at a safe distance from my children. Does any council
honestly agree that dogs, whose behaviors are unpredictable, have precedence over the safety of
children?
The proposed times include the magical times, sunrise and dusk, so beloved of locals - the times before
tourist hordes arrive but more importantly, the times when UV radiation is lower and we can get away
without being slathered in sunscreen or risking skin damage. I find it ludicrous that dogs are to be given
the choicest times of the day to 'enjoy' the beach.
Dogs off leashes chase and terrorise birdlife and will, I'm sure, put paid to the chances of any marine life
unfortunate enough to end up in the shallows.
This is such a plan for the privileged and entitled, and it takes away enjoyment of a large part of the
beach during the nicest parts of the day for the rest of us. Whilst agreeing that a dog can very much feel
like part of the family, I argue most strongly that an unleashed dog does not belong on a beach, despite
the bleatings of owners who want the same rights for their dogs as for other family members. I've often
experienced the constant vigilance needed within hundreds of metres of an unleashed dog area. A dog
owner strolling on the beach with their pet off the lead is rarely bothered to make sure the dog doesn't
bound up to and jump on people who are just trying to enjoy themselves peacefully. This is at best
annoying, and at worst, dangerous. Please, please don't allow this to happen at Palm Beach. Thank you.

Dog are very intimidating for none dog owners and it is unreasonable to be assaulted by other people's
dogs however well intended
I have regularly seen little penguins in the area, I believe having unleashed dogs in the area will deter
penguins and other natural wildlife from this stunning area.
Yes!
Not unless there will be council rangers monitoring the pick up and removal of dog poo. Owners are
frequently ignoring this and leaving the poo behind.
Fantastic idea. Not enough areas for dogs to run off leash in northern beaches. Thanks.
Safety for children and others. Mess.
I find it appalling that Northern Beaches council don’t already let dogs on all our beaches.
Dog ownership is important to mental health, forming bonds in the community, and teaching children
about life, death, and caring for and raising another being, forming bonds in the community. They
provide friendship, stability, routine, a reason to exercise, a purpose to so many people, and promote
healthy lifestyle (walking your dog aroynd the neighbourhood, in parks, on tracks, on beaches etc.
It is a tiny minority with loud voices that are against anything dog-related. The majority of dogs are well
behaved, because their owners have trained them to be, and the owners clean up after them. The dogs
are no more loud, messy or destructive or dangerous than a lot of children.
Please dont squish dogs into tiny areas. This is a start, but more is needed.
Need an environment study to prove there will be no negative impact in the area. Also need to take risk
factors for instance people being knocked down with dogs running or any injury that maybe sustained
such as broken bones/dog bites people or other animals. Dogs are very hard to restrain in some
circumstances. will council be including extra levies in dog registrations to pay any compensation that is
needed for personal injuries.
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IF ANYTHING, THESE CHANGES SHOULD BE MORE EXTENSIVE SO THAT MOST DOG OWNERS HAVE A
PLACE WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE OF THEIR HOMES.
Allow longer hours in non daylight savings time to account for light, start it at 3pm
Smaller area for dogs. Sadly many dog owners ignore boundaries and leash request signs so I anticipate
the area in reality will become larger than approved area. Clear signage with penalty details as well as
random ranger patrols essential
Too many dogs. People do not clean up after dogs, they dont see the poo or are too busy talking on the
phone.
Bayview gets so crowded, especially at high tide. It would be nice to have more options.
Not sure why the off leash dog beach should be removed from Pittwater. If not, that's close enough and
we don't need another one. If it has to, this could be an option, the closer to the park the better.
It would have easy level dog access, the beach is already quite dirty as it is so not many people use it for
sunbathing, it's not in a residential area and sufficient parking is available.
It really silly this debate go on so long. It not complicated in other countries and also NSW. Council see
which way wind is blowing on this and wind blows in favour of sharing - this is what we do in Australia is
share and not listen too much to loud one who says beach is only for looking at, not using.
Our dogs love swimming however they are very limited as to where they could go and be free. Would
love to see more designated areas on the Northern Beaches.
More dog-friendly areas the better!
Until I know what the environmental factors are I cannot know what damage unleashed dogs will have
on this extremely fragile and iconic part of the Northern Beachs . The Council supported dogs on Station
Beach without a n environment imput which was disallowed by the Environment Court.
Will relieve pressure from Bayview dog park , also more convenient to get to for people with dogs to
exercise North of Avalon
There should of course be beaches where dogs can be walked.
Unleashed dogs make it impossible for other people to enjoy the area without being harassed.
A definite no,I do not want dogs on the beach,unleashed dogs at palm beach is already a problem,,bring
out the rangers,not parking police
With people staying closer to home with this pandemic more and more people are getting out and
about with their dogs in this beautiful area of ours. Why not make the northern beaches a more
desirable place to visit? The number of dog owners has risen considerably so why shouldn’t the areas
they can access rise as well?
We have only recently moved to Avalon and now have a 7 month old Labrador puppy who loves the
water.We have been impressed by how dog friendly the area is in most ways except for availability of
access to beaches.We feel that the proposed areas for dog friendly beach access is a very positive move
forward for the dog loving community.
Great idea. There are so few beach areas where I can take my dog. Dogs love the beach and there must
be many dog owners in the Northern Beaches area
Dog owners will never supervise there dogs and pickup there mess in public areas. Its already one of the
most popular beaches in Sydney with plenty of kids and sunbathers.
the benefits of beach walking/swimming for dogs and owners are important. a restricted access, before
10 and after 4, seems only fair.
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The purpose of having off leash near water is so that dogs can swim I can’t see how dogs can swim in
the surf. Also I have a disability and I’m unable to walk on the soft sand to access to this site in anyway. I
would like to propose the section North of the boathouse on Pittwater side. It is flat, level, tidal, near
car park ,easy access and dogs can swim safely. It’s at quiet end so Barking dogs will not disturb
anyone as there are no homes nearby. Off leash dog are doesn’t need to be very big , it only needs to be
directly in front of the car park so not near national park. It can be time shared ie not week ends, or
holiday time .
People do not adhere to the rules, dogs will end up on all beaches. The beach is the one place people
who don't particularly like dogs can walk without having to evade them.
Dear Councillors,
Dogs on Peninsular Beaches
Let me first say that I am very cross that the debate over dogs on beaches has come up again. It seems
that every few years, like a dog returning to its vomit, the issue returns and is turned down. This is a
huge waste of rates, ratepayer's and council's time. I think it's fair to say that the majority do not want
dogs on beaches and the minority will not accept this. Even most dog owners do not think dogs should
be on beaches.
There are a multitude of reasons why dogs should not be on Sydney beaches. Perhaps the main one is
that for many, Australia's and Sydney's beaches are the jewel in the crown of our environment. While
Paris is rightly famous for dog shit on the streets, is this what we want for the Peninsular? I've stood in it
and I've seen others stand in it on a beach. It's an unforgettable experience as it squeezes up between
your toes.
A few weeks ago, an article appeared briefly in the Sydney Morning Herald about this and attracted a
good number of comments. The comments and approvals to the comments were overwhelmingly
against this proposal. Give or take a few equivocal comments, 631 don't want dogs on beaches and only
115 do.
There are many other reasons:
2. Our beaches below to all of us, not just dog owners. Dogs are allowed off-leash in parks to run
around and to defecate. Owners regularly fail to clean this up. People who want to avoid dog pooh will
be unable to use beaches where there are dogs.
3. A lot of the population, especially children, are afraid of dogs. Dog owners fail to recognise this and
allow their dogs to charge at strangers without restraint. People who want to avoid dogs wil be unable
to use these beaches.
4. According to the NSW government's Shark Smart website, people should not swim at beaches where
there are dogs. People who want to avoid shark attacks will be unable to use these beaches.
5. Allowing dogs on beaches prevents other beach users having full use of a beach.
6. Dogs urinate and defecate wherever they want, sometimes so quickly that even a vigilant owner can't
do anything about it. I've had a towel and a camera case (full) fouled by dogs.
7. In areas in Pittwater currently used by dogs such as Pooh Park in Bayview and Pooh terrace by the
hospital, non-dog users have to be constantly vigilant to avoid stepping in something hidden in the
grass. Paraglider pilots on launch, instead of concentrating on a safe launch, worry about stepping in
something and fouling their gear as they lift their feet.
8. Unlike most humans, many dogs are bred to be threatening and violent. As ratepayers, do we really
want to risk this liability and the cost of insurance?
9. Many of us walk on beaches. Both Station beach and Mona Vale beaches are popular walks from end
to end - from the carpark to the rocks. Why should this change? Dogs have other places to run where
people no longer walk.
10. There are over two dozen areas on the peninsular reserved and fouled by dogs. Isn't that enough?
1. Council rangers don't seem to patrol dog areas and non-dog beaches. In any case, it's a waste of
money.
In the Sydney Morning Herald article referenced below, there is one chilling comment:
"The logical way forward is for all dog owners to form an action group and advise each sitting councillor
unless dog beaches are provided by the next council elections they will nominate a candidate for each
seat on the basis the candidate will push and vote for dog beaches. With the level of dog ownership on
the beaches As a concerted group they would displace any sitting councillors"
Of course this works both ways. People who do not own dogs also vote.
https://www.smh.com.au/national/fundamentally-unfair-dogs-of-war-unleashed-on-sydney-s-beaches-
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and-parks-20210520-p57tmz.html#comments
The comments are repeated below, sorted by “respect” for reference.
Savannah
There are too many dogs in Sydney. In the inner city areas of Potts Point and Darlinghurst, where there
are multiple apartment buildings, they are at epidemic levels, with some people owning 3 or 4 dogs. It is
no longer possible to just enjoy a stroll through the neighbourhood without tripping over dogs or
walking through their messes! Our parks and beaches are for everyone and everyone doesn't like dogs.
Respect 60 bondi
i’m a dog owner and am appalled at the amount of crap not cleaned up by the dog owner. the last thing
I want is crap on the beach. when a dog is registered, couldn’t this include a sample of the dog’s dna
which could be used to identify and fine the owner?
Respect 56 DeadlyAsthmaFromPetsinStrata
This is not just about selfish pet owners being given their way, while native animals, children, non pet
owners (still the majority) are trampled on. It is also a serious health issue for many of us. If a dog jumps
up on my children they risk anaphylaxis. Already the developer lobby has forced pets into Strata, so we
will shortly have to move out, or suffer a huge increase in daily burden of disease. It is unbelievable that
those of us who have to live without pets, and whose very health and lives depend upon not being with
pets, are being ignored. Safety first! - I thought .
Respect 51 flyinggecko
Northern Beaches council is wasting rate payers money on another review of a ‚dogs on beaches‘
proposal. Like groundhog day, these come around every two years, perpetuated by lobby groups like
‚barking mad‘. Each review comes back with the same conclusion - the environmental and social
impacts, let alone safety concerns are significant and prohibitive.
Off-leash dog-friendly beaches can work in areas that have low population density. In a high density
urban environment like Sydney it is not possible. Any dog beach would attract dog owners from across
Sydney. There would be spill-over into adjoining areas. Dog attacks would become a major risk. Our
precious wildlife does not cope with off-leash dogs. We only recently had a dog attacking a seal on our
beaches. And sadly, a study at Manly Dam showed that 50% of dog owners don‘t pick up after their dog.
This would result in serious pollution of beaches and waves. But council already has all the previous
studies and why would a new general manager waste of our rates on another study?
Respect 49 Rusty
As a dog owner who loves off leash areas, the biggest problem is owners who have no effective control
of their dogs off leash. I think that unless there is more education and enforcement of how dog owners
use these areas there is no point in having them.
Respect 43
seen it coming All the time.
Respect 7 Tony LANE
Given the fact that many, if not most, dog owners are lax about cleaning up their dog's feces I wouldn't
want to go to a beach where canines have crapped. People with children are rightfully anxious about
uncontrolled dogs bothering and occasionally attacking their kids. Allowing dogs off leash is an
imposition on everyone else, it should be restricted to areas where the dog owners pay to have the
inevitable piles of turds removed.
Respect 38 JC
But unfortunately it only takes one of many offending dog owners to leave their dog's faeces as a crap
landmine for an unsuspecting stroller - on the beach that person, barefoot, will enjoy the pleasure of
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faeces covered toes.
Respect 31 Nicole
The Inner city has gone bananas. TOO MANY DOGS.
Respect 31 iainsurfer
Many dog owners do not control their dogs or clean up the mess they make. Worse still, while
swimming at Ocean Beach recently a marauding dog cocked its leg and urinated over our towels and
clothing. Dogs should NEVER, EVER be allowed off-leash on any public beach.
Respect 30 Peter West
Dogs are a huge issue around Eastern Sydney beaches and parks. God help you if you object to
someone's darling mutt poking its nose in your private parts or half knocking you down. And I hate
people with a dog at one side of the footpath and them at the other on a lead- a trap for older people's
legs. We had to stop working out in the park because of dogs off the leash sniffing us, walking around
us, stomping on mats etc etc and barely a gruff "Sorry" from owners who adore their precious pets. Add
don't start me on dogs pooing barking and weeing where they want at Bronte or Bondi! A small
"entitled" group of owners spoil it for the rest.
Respect 29 Another Day
I wouldn’t have an issue if all dog owners were responsible, only yesterday I saw a middle aged man
watch his dog defecate on the Terrigal Oval and simply walk away whilst children were also playing in
the area.
Respect 27 Amanda
I am a huge animal lover, but the problem is that so many owners don’t clean up after their animals.
The front of my place is always covered in dog crap! Our beaches will be too if it’s allowed.
Respect 24 jmc
Dogs are not the problem. Irresponsible owners that don't keep their dogs on leads and under control
and don't pick up after them are the problem. I see this every day.
Respect 23
You said what? Hilarious how people think dogs create more issues than humans. It’s the owner that
needs to addressed not the dog. And if we take our dogs to the beach make sure you pick up the poop! I
totally support no dogs allowed if the owners don’t Respect the poop retrieval or control their pooch.
This shouldn’t be hard, dogs are allowed everywhere in Europe. Catching the train to the peaks in
Switzerland with dogs was awesome, however Australians are a different breed and love to complain.
Respect 18 Mac2575
Exactly what I was going to write. Even at some on-leash beaches, off-leash dogs have bailed up myself
and my on-lead Cavalier. Usually those interactions have been friendly, but one occasion last Dec at the
on-leash part of Callala Beach was quite frightening when a 'friendly' off-leash German Shepherd
approached, initially seemed nice and she turned on my Cav. Even though the owner sprinted over and
pulled her off my dog and apologised profusely (my dog was okay luckily), I do wonder how frequently
this sort of behaviour occurs at known on-leash beaches and off-leash ones.
Respect 14 Mike54
The longer I love in Australia the more I miss my home country in Europe. Australia has become a timid,
xenophobia country that willingly surrenders all civil liberties to those who promise to keep them safe.
The very same people who now complain about a little dog poo on Palm Beach would travel the world,
a world where almost all beaches allow dogs. Now, that they are stuck home they let their anger out on
dog loving neighbours. Such hypocrisy!
Respect 11 phnud
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At least those people are wanting to get out and about with their dogs. It’s the people who get a dog
and then go to work all day, leaving the dog to bark ALL DAY outside. Councils are pretty toothless and
the burden of proof is very high in order to take legal action. People do not know how to train dogs
properly anymore and, like with a lot of kids, they end up with dogs who don’t have any boundaries.
Respect 17 vice-roi
I don't know why this is an issue. Most dogs I see out at parks and on the street are not leashed anyway.
Dog owners don't care about anyone else, but how is that different to any other SydneySiders attitude.
Respect 17 Panaitan
The sense of entitlement of dog owners is extraordinary. If you or your child had ever been hospitalised
by an off-leash dog (like I have) then your view would be quite different. Keep all dogs on leash in public
spaces. People should be able to enjoy public spaces without being subservient or fearful to the needs
of dogs.
Respect 14 ChrisH
The fundamental problem here and in so many other places where dogs are allowed off-leash is that
the sign says "dogs may be exercised off leash provided they are under effective control" but this is
effectively never patrolled nor properly defined nor enforced in any way except when there is a really
bad incident, at which time everyone throws up their arms in horror, but nothing is done. Further, it
says "all dog poop must be bagged and disposed of properly" but it's all too easy to miss a quickly done
event, and few proactively help by picking up when it's not their direct responsibility. Disclosure: dog
owner.
Respect 14 Tom Fool
Of course there needs to be greater access to beaches. The Sandy bay and Rowland Res options aren’t
real beaches, they are tidal often dirty little areas. A few sections of a proper surf beach should be easy
to arrange. Middle of Curl Curl beach for example.
Respect 14 Ron August
Ann dog's can tell the difference?
Respect 10 patrick
All dog owners have access to all Australian beaches right now. They just need to leave their dogs at
home. Do the right thing dog owners and please Respect the beach.
Respect 12 OK Computer
I have a problem with this in that many dog owners do not adhere to even the current restrictions, so
why reward them?
Respect 11 Maramanah
My tiny local park (eastern suburbs) is an off leash park. That's ok, its been so for a long time BUT the
grassed area needs constant council maintenance and re-turfing due to the dogs' use. Time for userpays on this issue?
Respect 11 RAB73
We do. It's called council rates. They're also used for areas such as dog parks.
Respect 3 seen it coming
First dog registration should be around $200 with a pensioner discount. No discount however on any
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additional dog at $500 each and the third an onwards needs to be $1,000.
Respect 2 Blue
In Kyeemagh, the dog off leash part of the beach was painfully negotiated. The council erected clear
signage showing what is and what is not the off-leash area. They wasted their time. Daily, there are
dogs on the sand, in the water, in the swimming enclosure, urinating on the the signage, as many out of
the off-leash area as in it. Don't take a dog owner at their word.
Respect 10 Bossman
First world problems!
Respect 10 seen it coming
Bought my second hand car 4 years ago for $3,000 and it's been great, cheap transport. Even drove it to
Alice Springs and back. Saw an ad on Facebook last night for puppies for $7,000 each. What is going on
with the costs of dogs? All this smacks of entitlement and privilege expectations.
Respect 10 RAB73
Isn't the idea that on some of these very long beaches, the councils should be making an area that is
dedicated for dogs to be off-leash. These areas are normally a fair distance from the main area of the
beach with regular swimmers and/or families lying on their towels.
The two types of users are not mingling together, which is what many people seem to be freaking out
about here in these comments.
If you don't like dogs, or have concerns, then don't walk a few hundred metres down one end of the
beach that might be designated as off-leash. And vice versa.
Is it really that hard people? I guess the way society has become these days then the answer is a
resounding yes.
Respect 9 Redfox
I don't have a dog but I don't object to dogs on dedicated beaches . But I would like to see them kept
out of street cafes . As usual Rob Stokes is flip flopping on this issue as well . Does this Minister ever
make a decision on anything .
Respect 9 Huntzy
Build more parks. As population density rises. Build more parks. That is the underlying problem.
Respect 9 Nick
Eastern suburbs blowins coming to the Nth Beaches peninsula
And then want their mutts to run around everywhere
Respect 8 patrick
You can't blame a dog for being a dog. People are always the problem with this issue.
Respect 8 Mick
Basically there are 2 types of people in the world. Dog lovers and dog haters. Getting them to agree on
anything, good luck with that.
Respect 8 Mike54
Seems people always divide themselves into 2 camps. For everyone who loves something there is
someone who hates it. Perhaps it is simply a stupid human trait to spoil others enjoyment.
Us and Them causes all the friction in the world but we will never learn.
Respect 2 JohnA
It's getting the dog off the bed that's the serious social issue across Sydney. Relationships have
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floundered, interventions have come to nought, handbooks have been written in a futile attempt to
explain to dogs that sharing means laying along the vertical axis, not sprawling acrossways and snapping
at gentle hands seeking to manouvre. And most especially, not to take advantage of a wee in the night
to put your hairy head onto some one else's pillow.
Respect 7 Milk bubbles
Yet another easy as Sunday morning article that allows middle class first world problems to emerge.
Dogs are wonderful, they bring joy to the world. The issue is once again another ‘Sydney’ problem.
Panic about nothing. Get out of Sydney if you can. Overcrowded, overpriced and overrated.
Respect 7 robs
"Everyone doesn't like dogs" I do. Don't you mean "not everyone likes dogs" ?
Respect 8 Rusty
It's not just the "picking up" being an issue; some dogs are like walking fire hoses and have a seemingly
endless supply of urine to dispense. Sure, it is the natural thing for dogs to leave their trails everywhere,
but with no control of where the dog goes, problems may arise.
Respect 6 RAB73
"Our parks and beaches are for everyone", as you said. You're exactly right. That includes areas for
people with dogs, and other areas (much larger areas), where people with dogs are not allowed, offleash or on leash. So...everyone is happy. Of course life is never that simple.
We pay council rates...maybe some of that should be used for council rangers to be patrolling these
areas.
Respect 4 Mel
Simple solution here people, just refer to Government Shark Smart website. Don’t swim with pets
therefore probably to dangerous and a liability factor for councils to let dogs swim on our beaches.
Bad luck for the dog owners.
Respect 2 David Newham
The logical way forward is for all dog owners to form an action group and advise each sitting councillor
unless dog beaches are provided by the next council elections they will nominate a candidate for each
seat on the basis the candidate will push and vote for dog beaches.
With the level of dog ownership on the beaches As a concerted group they would displace any sitting
councillors
Respect 2 patrick
David Newman's article confirms the problem we have. Focussed on dogs and not protecting our
precious beaches.
Respect 5
its impossible to manage. you cant just have local dogs, it will be every dog in Sydney, which is
potentially 10's of thousands of dogs. the very few owners that already do this don't get managed, how
is it possible to manage this on mass.
Excellent initiative by NBC, thank you!!
We really need an off leash area in palm beach especially after station beach closed.
We need it desperately
This is a great idea perfect for dogs and dog owners to have a nice walk with their pooch
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My family live in Avalon and we have 2 little cavoodle dogs. We strongly agree and support the proposal
for North Palm Beach and think it would be an ideal place to take our dogs so they can run off-leash
along this desiginated section of the beach. This northern area of Palm Beach is perfect for an off-leash
area.
When we go to stay down the South Coast we always take our dogs with us, because most of the
beaches have off-leash areas with specific times when you can take your dogs. The family love taking
them to the beach and walking along with them, and the dogs have a ball.
With most households owning dogs in the Pittwater area, we urgently need more areas (not just
Bayview which is overcrowded!) for our dogs to roam free along the sand and in the water. Most dog
owners are extremely responsible and pick-up after their dogs. It would be ideal to have small bags and
bins available at the entrance of this area, similar to the small dog park in Central Rd, Avalon.
I think it is only a small minority of people against this proposal, with a large majority of people in
favour of this specific proposal. I definitely feel that a 12 month trial period is a fantastic idea, with a
view to making it permanent.
Every dog and dog parent needs a place to enjoy nature, the sun and run around - the beaches are so
spectacular, its a shame to not let our fur friends play in the ocean. I live in Coffs and we do that well,
when I visit my parents its so challenging to find a place for my dogs to go off lead or near or in water
There hasn't been an environmental assessment which we need to form an informed opinion
This area borders on an expanse of vegetated dunes which is habitat for native fauna. There is nothing
to stop dogs running into the dunes and disturbing the native fauna. We are not told how the trial will
be supervised. I have seen dog droppings left on the ground in other off leash dog areas and it shouldn't
be allowed to happen here.
Every off leash area we can get in Sydney is a plus for dog owners and dogs themselves. Dogs especially
love running on sand and this area would be a great addition to dog lovers lives in Mona Vale.
I feel this section of the beach at Palm Beach is under-utilised and the beach can certainly
accommodate off leash dogs. I have no problem with that at all, I feel it’s inclusive of dog owners in the
area and of course dogs. Very good idea. Will bring money to the area also, you need to set up a coffee
van to the dog park, you could be making a lot of extra money. You only need to see how many dog
people congregate to Palm Beach on weekends!
There are not enough places for dogs to swim. This is only a tiny proportion of the ocean beaches.
Other councils up and down the east coast of Australia have far more dog beaches. The central coast
has several. Wollongong has a great one. It's time we were able to do the same here on the Northern
Beaches.
What should be realized is, allowing dogs to exercise on a beach, is not just giving them a healthy happy
experience but, more importantly, it is giving it's human owner a healthy, stress releasing experience. A
dog gets it's human owner out of the house and exercising. People such as myself who love the beach
would get a huge benefit from having a walk or run on the sand
I am confident people will pick up after their dog and as for myself, if I see any droppings a person may
have not noticed, I will pick up them also.
Not enough beaches for off leash areas
I run the full length of Palm Beach in the morning. I have been tripped and bitten by dogs on Palm
Beach in the past and have reported those occasions to the Council. I have injured dogs that tripped
me. If council permits dogs to bite me on the beach, who is liable for my injuries?
And who is liable for injuries to dogs? Does Council propose to ban me from doing something I have
been doing for 25 years? I would appreciate answers to those questions before any trial is authorized.
24/7 accessible

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

154

Page 134 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

I object to this proposed trial
1. An environmental assessment of the risks to flora and fauna should have preceded inviting comment
on the trial.
2. Council cannot now properly control off leash dogs in other areas. Careel Bay is an example, once an
important feeding area for migratory waders, but where dogs are often seen on the beach north of
Etival Street. Phone calls to council asking for Rangers to attend are not attended to. Ranger
enforcement of area boundaries and times of use will not be possible.
3. Dogs do not need to swim to be healthy.
4. Unleashed dogs here may deprive beach goers of the use of this part of the beach.
I swim at Mona Vale Beach everyday and most days I either see dog poo on the beach, park area or
near a footpath. Apart from being disguised with dog owners. The other big problem is if this is allowed
it's a proven fact, sharks have amazing sense of smell . Please, please don't allow this !
We have bayview for people with dogs. Please don't spoil it for the majority........
Absolutely.. healthy for us , healthy for our pups . Majorly healthy for our community 🙌🐶🙌
Excellent place for an off leash dog park
As a dog owner our options are very limited. Beach options are particularly scarce. Given the number of
dog owners in the Northern Beaches we should be entitled to a share of the beach to enjoy with our
animals. Thank you for the proposal & we hope that there is enough support for the area
As a dog owner our options are very limited. Beach options are particularly scarce. Given the number of
dog owners in the Northern Beaches we should be entitled to a share of the beach to enjoy with our
animals. Thank you for the proposal & we hope that there is enough support for the area
As a dog owner our options are very limited. Beach options are particularly scarce. Given the number of
dog owners in the Northern Beaches we should be entitled to a share of the beach to enjoy with our
animals. Thank you for the proposal & we hope that there is enough support for the area
It’s about bloody time you started to listen to the community. We want this. We NEED this.
I’m tired of driving 25-30 minutes each way so my dogs can spend 10 minutes running along the
frickin sand, followed by 5 minutes in the ocean.
I resent the fact that all pet owners are deemed irresponsible and the fact our pets keep us stress free,
happy and healthy is completely dismissed. It’s 3% of our coastline at very limited times. How hard can
it be??
Great for all of the family. Dogs need access to more off leach dog beaches.
Extend all the way north
Council does not have the resources to continually monitor this area!!!
Having dogs off leads poses a serious threat to native wildlife that inhabit the area.
Off leash dogs are unable to be controlled and subsequently cause disruption to residents using the
beach. The proposed area would certainly discourage members of the public from using this section of
beach and thereby make it an exclusive use area to a minority of local residents who live nearby and
who own a dog OR a select few dog owners that are willing to travel to exercise their pet.
Having this off leach area available would be very helpful to my and my dogs well being. Thank you for
considering this and I hope it eventuates.
This very well chosen location will be very low impact to other beach goers and the environment and
will be a positive boon for our local dog owners.
Companion animals need to have areas where they can take their pets because more often than not,
they are family members in the eyes of the ‘owners’.
However, owners must be held accountable for any waste such as plastic waste bags being left in
sensitive areas.
1080 baits need to be replaced urgently with immunocontraceptive strategies to bring Council values
into the realm of humane management of animals deemed to be a problem.
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Summer is too hot not to let our dogs be able to cool off
Narrabeen is also a huge beach with a predominantly uninhibited patch in the middle that could be a
suitable dog friendly area.
The North PB sketch misclassifies the vegetated area to the west of the off-leash zone - this is not a
"dogs prohibited" area and there is no need to introduce this rule as part of this proposal. This clerical
mistake should be corrected on any future paperwork and signage.
I think this is a wonderful plan. More people own dogs now and they are part of many families,
particularly since the Covid epedemic. To allow the dogs to wander freely during these times is not only
good for the animals but also their owner's well being. Look forward to it being implimented.
Dogs should not be allowed on patrolled beaches. There are other designated dog exercises area that
allow for swimming. Beaches should remain for people not pets.
Pittwater needs more than 1 off-leash beach access for dogs. This local government area is probably the
worst in Australia with regards to providing access for people to exercise with their dogs on beaches.
With so many beaches available, there is no excuse.
I think this is a great idea and should be implimented. I am sure your records show more and more
families in the Northern beaches area have adopted dogs.
The dog off lease area at Rowland Park is getting very crowded and I believe that allowing them some
free time to experience the beach is not only good for the wellbeing of the animals but also great
therapy for their owners.
I should say I would also support rangers producing fines for owners if they are seen not cleaning up
after their dog. Hopefully people will do the right thing and this won't be necessary.
Please impliment the trial
I dont understand why dogs are to be allowed at times when wildlife, especially birds would be most
active. I would support this proposal if dogs were allowed during daylight, and particularly not
dawn/dusk. And as long as the dogs were kept off the dunes at all times.
I would like to see this extended to the next access track (through to the golf course path) to the north
I am a dog owner but I'm concerned that people will not pick up their dogs poo and it will end up in the
ocean. They're are enough dog exercise areas including water access. The existing dog exercise areas
are already littered with dog poo. People will also leave their dogs unattended while they swim.
it promotes wellness throughout the community without interfering with the rights of others.
This is desperately needed
Need more off leash beach area for dogs
These proposals are amazing. There are so many options for people to go to a beach if they don't want
to be near dogs, so having certain areas for dogs on a beach is a fantastic idea.
This is a fantastic idea.
This is a bad idea. This stretch of beach is beautiful and secluded and ideal for people looking for a bit of
a sanctuary during the week. The proposal will cause disruption to the wildlife, inconsiderate dog
owners will leave poo on the beach and dogs running wild will cause chaos to beach goers and those
use the area for other forms of recreation.
100% support, it’s embarrassing that we have so few offleash dog areas compared to other councils.
Dog owners are considerate and responsible and will look after the area.
There should be no time restrictions. Otherwise, agree with the proposed changes. Thanks!
Beaches are for people and dogs don’t know if they are at a park or a beach. There is so much more
parkland compared to beach area. Plus owners have show Multiple Times that they are not responsible
by picking up the faeces and by keeping the dogs under control.
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Under no circumstances should this proposal have gone out for community consultation prior to the
necessary environmental reports being completed and made available to the community. How can the
community make informed comments on the proposal without being provided with all the relevant
information? This is a repeat of the flawed process that Council followed with the Station Beach
proposal. The proximity to the National Park makes north Palm Beach unacceptable under any
circumstances for off-leash dogs.
I object to local reporting of this issue being "divisive". This is not what I hear at all. Based on all the
online discussion I see, together with the feeling I get talking to others, the only reason this issue is in
any way controversial is because the current Council rules do not reflect what the majority would like.
When the community senses the rules have been set to suit a very small minority who do not favour the
idea of sharing, this is where the imbalance can lead to anger, especially when it takes so long to sort
out. It is also insulting to have this small minority preaching that to walk a dog on the beach is an assault
on the environment. Anyone saying such things is not being reasonable. Sadly, there are a few of these
unreasonable types now calling Avalon home, and they are destroying the casual feel of the place with
all their rules.
Perfect site with zero impact on other beach users
Palm Beach has no off leash dog areas. The closest is Careel Bay which is a significant drive away.
The proposal is very welcome, however the area seems quite small. I definitely support this proposal.
I regularly walk around part of the Narrabeen Lagoon track, Long Reef beach, St Mathews Farm and
similar park areas. Most people obey the dog sign rules but as with most rules a % of owners do not.
Dogs off leashes is a rule often broken.
This morning the 5th June I witnessed to confrontations regarding dogs off leashes on a walk from
Jamieson Park to Berry Reserve.
In all the years I have been walking I can not recall seeing a Council Ranger policing such an issue. I
assume a Council Ranger would be in a uniform. The more areas you have for dogs off leashes will only
increase the number of dogs off leashes in areas adjacent to dog off leash areas as is always the case at
Curl Curl along the reserve. Please at least carry out some policing of dog rules.
It is very important to let dogs have fun. The dog's joy is my joy, and I don't even own one.
We really need an off leash dog area locally. There are more and more dog owners in the area who live
and care for their dogs and would love the opportunity to walk their dogs on a beach.
Owners of dogs will disregard the time limits and offleash dogs will race out of the boundary. At all
times of day and night for its entire length this beautiful natural area should be for lovers of beaches
NOT dog lovers. Choosing to own a non natural animal does not mean others enjoyment of natural
areas should be ruined.
There is a large expanse of beach area to the south which is not heavily used by swimmers as it is a long
way from the flags. It would be a wonderful area for dogs to run free and be able o dig in he sand.
I think this is a good idea in he hours selected - before 10am and after 4pm 7 days a week
Much needed!
Need somewhere at palmy for dogs
The permitted timeframe is too narrow. Can it be expanded?
I have a dog and she loves to go for a run on the sand perfect and they are part of family
Great idea !!
Everywhere else on the State’s coast we manage to have dogs on a beach. It’s just in Sydney that there
is nowhere that my dog can jump into waves
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All beaches should be kept dog free and available for people to use without fear of being attacked by
dogs, harassed by dog owners or having to deal with dog shit everywhere. Already many dog owners
take their dogs onto beaches such action usually ignored by council rangers. Give dog owners one
beach and they will want more and more until dogs are on all beaches from Palm Beach to Manly.
People before dogs.
Humans should be allowed in unused areas of beaches with their dogs!
Other states - ie Melbourne- very successfully manage this. We should be able to offer this too on the
northern beaches. Have it time specific ie before 9am and after 4 pm.
The Palm Beach (north) off leash area will provide a much needed service for residents and their pets,
expands the severely restricted off leash areas currently available, and improves animal welfare. The
provision of an off leash area for dogs for Palm Beach (north) is removed from populated areas and
would have no meaningful environmental impact. The provision of an off leash area for dogs for Palm
Beach (north) in no way compromises or impinges on the significant expanse and recreation areas
currently available to residents and visitors to the northern peninsula, or their quiet enjoyment of
amenities.
The time needs to change to protect nocturnal wild life. Maybe breaking it into two time slots, 4pm to
sunset and sunrise to 10am would be better. Also, it will be hard to monitor people using the tracks in
the national park to get onto the beach to ensure they are keeping dogs on leash in that area. If the
area was moved slightly more south, this issue would be avoided.
I go for long runs early in the morning most days. A favourite of mine is to run the length of Palm Beach
(the ocean beach) on the sand. I am very wary of dogs, having often been menaced by them on my
runs, and having twice been bitten. The proposal slices the beach in two parts and it means that my
Palm Beach run will no longer be possible for me. I cannot understand how a vocal lobby group can be
allowed to spoil a public beach for other locals like myself. Surely as a public space Council should be
keeping it safe to access for all residents?
Responsible pet owners should not be punished due to irresponsible pet owners. We clean rubbish off
the beach which is more harmful than a missed faeces. Everyone can gain a drivers license yet there are
clearly people that should not be on the roads! Police the beach for litterers whilst checking pet &
owner behaviour on our beaches. Fine the litterers on the spot & stop harassing responsible pet owners
please!
This proposal shows no respect for one of NBC’s most iconic and beautiful beaches. This is not the way
to make peace with nature. The proposal has significant negative impacts on wildlife and environment.
These should be clearly investigated and outlined in any proposal before asking for comment.
Environmental considerations alone should make north Palm Beach the last choice of any of our
beaches for an off-leash dog area.
I think this is a FANTASTIC idea … our dogs are established members of our families and we would all
love to have a beach up here that we can play with them off leash .. Thank you
This is a pristine area.
Unleashed dogs are not compatible with the environment.
This proposal will change the iconic nature of this beautiful beach.
It will spoil my enjoyment I come to north palm Beach to relax and get away from noise
The hours mean it will be peak dog times when I come home from work
There are already too many dogs roaming in the area both on and off leash
Dog owners cant be trusted and NBC cant be trusted to enforce the rules.
This is near a National Park.
This will lead to pollution
It is a bad message to send to the tourists and the rest of world in such a pristine place
Where is the Environmental Impact Study?
Why has a self interest group been able to access these documents before the public? Said self interest
group are unelected. “Hydrology, water quality and sediments”: concern about fouling of the water
from dog urine and faeces, resulting in poor water quality and an unpleasant swimming environment
for people.
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“Terrestrial biodiversity”: off leash dogs can disturb wildlife, such as migratory birds, by chasing them
and disrupting them nesting and feeding on beaches. Plus seals and penguins don't know about dogs so
they come ashore and get attacked by offleash dogs. I have seen many offleash dogs on long reef and I
know that not all dog owners are reckless but once a dog is in prey mode they are not able to be
controlled.
“Impact on evening beach walkers, runners etc.”; after work/school walks will be restricted, as many,
especially young children are anxious when within close proximity of dogs, especially unleased dogs.
But according to some people that is their problem and they should get help . Despite this the beach is
there for people to use. Dogs are only pets and should only be considered after looking after the wildlife
that lives there . Dogs have homes to go back to but what happens to the animals that live there and
are frightened by the dogs? Where do they go?
“Socio-economic”: the amenity of theses beaches are valued, particularly the pristine beach and the
unique view of the sunrise and sunset. A key concern is the change of use from a low-key, pristine
informal recreation beach to a ‘dog beach’ that will alter the character and use of the beach. People
who don’t like dogs or don’t want to share the beach with a large number of dogs will be excluded from
the beach in the late afternoons and mornings when many people like to use the beach to avoid the
midday sun. Families with children, walkers, bathers, tourists and fishers will be most affected by off
leash dogs. Some people who don’t own dogs are fearful of confrontations with dog owners who don’t
follow the rules.
“Safety of visitors to the beach from dogs”. How will you keep me safe? Other beach users, particularly
families with children, the elderly, local residents, walkers and joggers, are at risk from harassment and
unprovoked attacks by off leash dogs particularly in the late afternoons and mornings when they like to
use the beach. Many beach users fear that dog owners will not be able to control their unleashed dogs.
I had a man ask me to call off my dogs that were chasing him as he ran along Narrabeen Beaches .
Owner of dog nowhere in sight dogs off leash and were not mine. He scared me by coming up behind
me and grabbing my shoulders he was terrified. Not everyone is comfortable around unleashed or
leashed dogs.
“Visual impact of regulatory signs.” They will need to be large because as we know dogs can't read and
owners may not be interested in following the rules because they are rate payers. “Public health”
concerns from dog urine and faecal contamination, particularly from playing in sand, and walking on
sand, and in the water. How will the NB Council monitor water quality as these poos will not break
down but the bacteria will enter the waterways and contaminate the water at both Mona Vale and
Warriewood beaches. Their are cases of bacterial infections from contaminated sand and water and
these include flesh eating diseases as well as straight out vomiting
“Impact of dogs and visitors on the structural integrity and stability of the beach.” The entry is tricky
and one can presume that off leash dgs will run down and often will take a short cut through the dunes
how will this be policed and remedied? who will monitor safety on that access?
“ Migration to other beaches across the Northern Beaches”; any new policies will be a basis for policy
expansion across other beaches this is a push by one self interest group to push for entry of off leash
dogs everywhere. It is a concern that they have been consulted on the council documents before the
public. They are not an environmental group they do not have any interest in the environment and are
often commenting that dogs should be allowed in wildlife corridors which is what a beach is.
“Marine biodiversity”: A dog swimming area at palm Beach is contrary to Commonwealth, State and
Northern Beaches Council legislation and policies. I.e. protection of Habitat for marine species,
particularly those endangered.
I like to take photographs i do not like to be approached by off leash dogs.
How will “Waste management” work : dog faeces would be left on the beach, or dog waste bags not
properly disposed of in bins. How will the bins be cleared and what about tides so not always accessible.
I have seen dog poo bags floating in the Pittwater, Middle and Deep Creek, and Narrabeen Lagoon now
it will be floating in the ocean. These may well be ingested by the marine creatures that use the ocean.
there is enough crap in the ocean.
Another "Noise”: local residents, tourist, surfers, swimmers and bathers will be affected by dogs
barking when they are let off leash..
Do dog owners realise that the kelp that washes ashore can contain sea snakes don't blame a sea snake
if a dog gets bitten. Also sharks are in the area This is so close to the Seal Colony and the penguins so close to the National Park
DEspite signs an idiot dog owner took his dog to an aquatic reserve and the result is in the attached
picture. Why would this be ok?
why would anyone think that dogs weeing and spreading bacteria via their poo on beaches is ok? I
don't want a dog urine soaked beach as a tourist attraction.
Will Home and away filming be impacted by off leash dogs? Or are they banned at that time?

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

159

Page 139 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

I have seen swans chased by off leash dogs at dee why lagoon, I have seen them chased by off leash dog
swimming in Narrabeen Lagoon. They had cygnets .

Perfect place for dogs
We need another off leash area for southern northern beaches such as a zone in middle of north curl
curl or long reef. Please trial a similar concept here.
The only change would be to extend the times that dogs can be walked, particularly in Winter months.
Although perhaps that could be done after the trial period. I don’t have a dog but think it is vital to
allow families with dogs access to walk on the beaches at certain times of the day.
Need a leash free beach section at long reef and /or curl curl too.
People and their pets need an area where they can swim and enjoy the clean heathy waves at the
beach, rather than the polluted areas allowed for dogs to swim.
Signs recommend people don’t swim in curl curl or queenscliff, yet council allow dogs in these areas
which potentially cause cancer.
It would be incredible to be able to enjoy some time on the beach with our dog, he’s part of our family
and having to travel to the central coast to have time at the beach with him is so very sad
Given the success the Central Coast has managed to have by providing significant access for dogs to
beaches, it's about time Greater Sydney did the same and recognised that this can be managed
successfully without impact to either people or the environment. This proposal should be applauded
and i look forward to participating as one of the many families who share their lives with not only other
humans, but dogs as well.
It should not be necessary to have the off-leash zone stop so far away from the north end, and
extending it all the way would be better use of this public space, regardless of what some guy at NPWS
might say.
Hi, I am Ashonte. I'm 8. My gampa and his gampa had there dogs on this beech when thay were aloud
to play and I would do this too if i am aloud. We have photos of the dogs swimming at Palm Beech and
everyone is smiling but the dog looks like he cant swim very well.
With appropriate environmental considerations I would like to see more pet friendly locations
especially on beaches
Where is the Environmental Impact Study?
Why has a self interest group been able to access these documents before the public? Said self interest
group are unelected.
“Hydrology, water quality and sediments”: concern about fouling of the water from dog urine and
faeces, resulting in poor water quality and an unpleasant swimming environment for people.
“Terrestrial biodiversity”: off leash dogs can disturb wildlife, such as migratory birds, by chasing them
and disrupting them nesting and feeding on beaches. Plus seals and penguins don't know about dogs so
they come ashore and get attacked by offleash dogs.
I have seen many offleash dogs on long reef and I know that not all dog owners are reckless but once a
dog is in prey mode they are not able to be controlled.
“Impact on evening beach walkers, runners, swimmers etc.”; after work/school walks will be restricted,
as many, especially young children are anxious when within close proximity of dogs, especially unleased
dogs. But according to some people that is their problem and they should get help . Despite this the
beach is there for people to use. Dogs are only pets and should be considered -after wildlife that lives
there . Dogs have homes to go back to but what happens to the animals that live there and are
frightened by the dogs? Where do they go?
“Socio-economic”: the amenity of theses beaches are valued, particularly the pristine beach and the
unique view of the sunrise and sunset. A key concern is the change of use from a low-key, pristine
informal recreation beach to a ‘dog beach’ that will alter the character and use of the beach. People
who don’t like dogs or don’t want to share the beach with a large number of dogs will be excluded from
the beach in the late afternoons and mornings when many people like to use the beach to avoid the
midday sun. Families with children, walkers, bathers, tourists and fishers will be most affected by off
leash dogs. Some people who don’t own dogs are fearful of confrontations with dog owners who don’t
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follow the rules.
How will “Waste management” work : dog faeces would be left on the beach, or dog waste bags not
properly disposed of in bins. How will the bins be cleared and what about tides so not always accessible.
I have seen dog poo bags floating in the Pittwater, Middle and Deep Creek, and Narrabeen Lagoon now
it will be floating in the ocean. These may well be ingested by the marine creatures that use the ocean.
there is enough crap in the ocean.
“Safety of visitors to the beach from dogs”. How will you keep me safe? Other beach users, particularly
families with children, the elderly, local residents, walkers and runners, are at risk from harassment and
unprovoked attacks by off leash dogs particularly in the late afternoons and mornings when they like to
use the beach. Many beach users fear that dog owners will not be able to control their unleashed dogs.
Visual impact of regulatory signs.” They will need to be large because as we know dogs can't read and
owners may not be interested in following the rules because they are rate payers. “Public health”
concerns from dog urine and faecal contamination, particularly from playing in sand, and walking on
sand, and in the water. How will the NB Council monitor water quality as these poos will not break
down but the bacteria will enter the waterways and contaminate the water
. Their are cases of bacterial infections from contaminated sand and water and these include flesh
eating diseases as well as straight out vomiting
one can presume that off leash dogs will run down and often will take a short cut through the dunes
how will this be policed and remedied? who will monitor safety
Do dog owners realise that the kelp that washes ashore can contain sea snakes don't blame a sea snake
if a dog gets bitten. Also sharks are in the area - I saw two when I was on turrimetta headland they
were pacing a person in a kayak.
“Marine biodiversity”: A dog swimming area at or Mona Vale Beach (South) is contrary to
Commonwealth, State and Northern Beaches Council legislation and policies. I.e. protection of Habitat
for marine species, particularly those endangered.
I like to run I do not like to be approached by off leash dogs. Photo of dog at an aquatic reserve bathing
frolicking and killing the species in that pool. The fauna deserve protection . Too many idiot dog owners.
Would love all day off leash, not specified hours. But hour restrictions would suffice otherwise.
The off-leash area is a few metres wide to the high water line, way too restrictive. Please provide larger
and additional areas..
Too precious for birdlife trying to land and then being disturbed; possible nesting in the area. Dogs have
other places to run, at parks not bordering the beach.
There are numerous concerns to be considered !
1. How is the stated area to be managed? ( who will govern how far dogs will roam ! )
2. North palm beach is national park ! Who will govern where dogs roam! Protected wild life , not to
mention baiting of foxes which is done throughout the year and possible litigation against council of
ones pet dies as a result !
3. North palm beach is enjoyed by many families, if a child or adult for that fact is attacked or mauled
whist relaxing on the beach who will be responsible wether it be inside or for that fact outside the zone
? Will it be council or the dog owner given it’s off lead this may be difficult to settle!
4. Dog effluent, if it’s off leash on a beach it’s extremely difficult to locate refuse, I have concerns as to
how beach users during the day will deal with laying out a towel only to find dog refuse under it or next
to them, north palm beach is an “ international business card for Northern Beaches Council” and all
decisions to its prestine, clean and natural beauty , attached to a national park should be carefully
considered.
There are insufficient beach access areas for our area
A small part of our beaches could easily be given to a large part of our community (everyone that owns
a dog)
The more off lead beaches the better! And permanent not trial ones.
Not needed go to Bayview. Stop listening to blow ins
The harm is so minimal with control, the positives well out way the negatives.
It’s a great idea

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

161

Page 141 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

Yes please, hoping for more beaches to follow!!!
Sounds great!
This has been a long time coming, and a whole lot of fuss just because a very small number are not into
sharing. It seems whichever location Council identifies, these complainers will modify their complaint to
suit. They are not looking for solutions, only problems, even where they do not exist. Council has to see
all that for what it is and file it you know where. I would like to spend some quality time with my
husband, daughter and dog on a bit of beach near home, and do not accept that this basic need of ours
must stay in the "too hard basket" forever. Other Councils can work these things out and so too can
NBC. Please get it done.
Thank you Council for doing this - our family is very excited and hope we don't have to wait too much
longer!!!!!!!!!!!
I strongly object to the above proposal. Put simply dogs don't belong on beaches. Whilst most dog
owners do the right thing there are those that don't. Dog excrement left on land is one thing, on a
beach it's another matter and can quickly be covered over by wind for example and not a nice
experience for a beachgoer to either step on it or sit in it. Also excrement that finds it's way into the
ocean won't be a nice for swimmers or surfers, not to mention it's effect on the environment.
Absolutely perfect. We need WAY more off lead dog beach areas on the northern beaches. Currently
too restricted and limited, not at all fair to dog owners.
We need more off leash areas for our dogs. Winter the beach is deserted. Why nit have more space in
winter and less in summer
Dogs interfere with walkers and poo where people sit diwn
Dogs are a huge and important part of people's lives. The northern beaches need to become more dog
friendly
Do not trust dog owners to do the right thing, pick up after their dogs, stay within hours and
boundaries. Just look at Long Reef.
A number of concerned residence do not appreciate the lack of Ranger/s presence currently, with
Council effectively turning a blind eye. No consequences for dog owner ignoring Council and
'community formed' rules.
Many residence understand that some people may accidentally be unaware of council rules, as such
allow for some lenienacy.
However, as the situation is changing, charged by 'Pittwater Unleashed'...using the media and outside
community resources, we would like to propose a 'neighbourhood watch' facebook group to take
photos, and keep a free and open online community based register, and discussion of events at various
locations across the Northern Beaches.
This register will then be submitted to council formally throughout the year, each year for feedback and
action.
Our dogs are part of our family, we would love nothing more than to be able to have more beach to
walk our pets to get some extra good quality time with them .
Excellent idea!!!
Providing there are sufficient bins and bags in this area.
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I support the proposed off leash dog exercise areas at Palm Beach and Mona Vale but the hours of use
do not take into account the needs of dog owners or other beach users. I would propose that the hours
of use are extended to 24 hours- 7 Days.
Off leash dog exercise areas are important not only for dogs but for the mental and physical health of
dog owners. Dog parks are meeting places that allow owners to socialise and connect with other dog
owners, an aspect of dog ownership that is becoming increasingly important.
As more people work from home the traditional 'pre- work' or 'post- school' pickup times to walk the
dog are not practical or common place. The need to get out of the house, excercise, and feel socially
connected is not limited to those hours of the day 4pm- 10am. This became very apparent during the
2020 COVID lockdowns when people craved those moments out of the house. The need for an inclusive,
healthy, safe, and socially connected community is a central priority of the Northern Beaches Local
Strategic Planning Statement (see Priority 12).
The proposed areas of palm beach or mona vale are under utilised stretches of beach and not popular
for sunbakers, families or other users which use the beach, as oppose to the water. Surfers that do
occaisonally use these breaks are transiting from the carpark to the water and use the beach only
fleetingly. These beaches are effectively empty at all hours of the day and for the vast majority of the
year. Increasing access to our public spaces is a core principle of the Northern Beaches LSPS (see Priority
6).
I propose that the council investigates the use of extended usage hours for off- leash exercise on the
proposed areas of both palm beach and mona vale.
I encourage this concept. With time limits morning and late afternoon
I agree with this being an off leash dog area. But I am concerned about the potential for dog droppings
on the beach area and I think a fine of $1000 should be imposed if people are found to have let their
dogs poo on the beach and have not picked it up in a bag and placed it in the provided bin at the top of
the walkways (burying it in the sand should not be an acceptable option)
I am a dog owner but feel it is an owners responsibility to keep the area fit for use for non dog people.
I am also a kitesurfer who uses that area as our preferred and basically only good place to kitesurf on
the northern beaches in summer. So I am concerned that if this area is allowed to be used for off leash
for dogs that there may be some issues with dog owners getting concerned about us landing our kites
on the beach and upsetting their dogs and also the issue of dogs jumping on or biting into our $2000$3000 kites and damaging them. But worse the dog owners complaining so much that we are no longer
allowed to kite there.
One solution to this would be to have it timed and allow dogs off leash prior to midday during the
summer months as the wind generally comes in after midday so therefore there wouldn’t be so much of
an issue for either major users of that proposed area. During winter we basically don’t kite there so the
timing wouldn’t be necessary.
I strongly object to he use this natural area of Palm beach for dog excerise.
We use this area frequently to escape the rat race.
Dogs off the lease will be chasing the bird life, deficating on the beach, anyoying and potentinally
harming people who are quietly enjoying the unspoilt beauty of this area.
Increased traffic will only exasperpate the parking jam during the warmer months.
The number one reason I love living here on the Northern beaches is because we have close easy access
to unspolt natural areas and the wildlife , plesase don't cover it with dogs.
Thank you for listening to my concerns. Kind Regards Glen Salmon
High ratio of dog owners, not one beach we can visit, this is a strip of sand and not a heavily frequented
beach so ideal for this
I strongly object to he use this natural area of Palm beach for dog exercise.
We use this area frequently to escape the rat race.
Dogs off the lease will be chasing the bird life, deficating on the beach, anyoying and potentinally
harming people who are quietly enjoying the unspoilt beauty of this area.
Increased traffic will only exasperpate the parking jam during the warmer months.
The number one reason I love living here on the Northern beaches is because we have close easy access
to unspoilt natural areas and the wildlife , please don't cover it with dogs.
Thank you for listening to my concerns. Kind Regards Danny Cane
What a great idea!
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Good for physical and mental health - should be a longer stretch of beach as this is a bit like begging for
a scrap.
Yes I agree we drive and walk our dogs along the foreshore often and the area set aside is well away
from the general public and swimming locations.
If council also provides bags and bins dog owners I’m sure will comply with the rules.
National Parks comments are typical as they hate domestic pets full stop.
Equal access for all ratepayers and their families - which includes their dogs
Brilliant idea can’t wait wish more beaches such as curl curl too would be a off-leash area
When the masses brings dogs anywhere the land, environment and wildlife suffers greatly, this
shouldn't be allowed. It will ruin the northern beaches, beaches.
As a wildlife carer I worry that unleashed dogs on beaches close to a National Park sets a dangerous
precedent. With our Little Penguins now beginning their breeding season in their colonies on Lion Island
and along the beaches of NB, it is vital dogs, one of their main predators, are kept from being able to
threaten the penguins, either returning to their burrows at night or their chicks during the day. Seals
are also seen on the beaches and recently a dog attacked one which was resting.
No matter how much dog owners swear they control their dogs, once an animal whether penguin, seal
or as has happened, a wallaby, the dogs can do a lot of damage before being brought under control.
Dogs are great and they do need the correct place for freedom but not on a popular beach!
1. They poo and owners do not clean it up.
2. They attract sharks if they swim.
3. So many out door people use that particular area like the kite surfers. Image a dog biting into a kite as
it sits on the beach, there would be terrible confrontations!
4. Parking is already an issue up there.
Please reconsider
Palm Beach is the only good wind sport area on the Northern Beaches. The summer sea breeze only
comes as far south as Palm Beach at good strengths for kitesurfing, windsurfing and wind winging. The
hatched area is exactly where we play. Any further north and we are in the lee of Barrenjoey headland,
any further south we are encroaching on the flagged swimming area. If a dog walks or runs over a kite,
wing or sail they tear. In summer this is the go to wind sport spot every afternoon until about 6pm.
Parking is also a major issue already.
This is a serious health risk to all beach users - children and adults. Dog faeces is highly infectious and
many dog owners already do not remove faecal matter after their dogs have opened their bowels.
This is a fox baited area which could pose a danger for dogs off the leash.
The area is only just recovering environmentally after years of painstaking bush regenerative
programmes.
The very natural arra up to the lighthouses would be endangered and the part time seal colony would
be threatened at the north end of the beach
There are plenty of other dog off leash areas in the area
Have you considered the Pittwater side of the peninsula for this proposal
As long term residents we have seen the steady decline of the natural beauty of Palm Beach as more car
parks are built to attract more touristd
Dogs need room to stretch their legs and people need nice places that permit this. Small, fenced "dog
parks" are not the answer to the bigger issue here, which is about shared access to places where people
want to be spending their leisure time.
Should be whole of the northern end and should be time bound
The natural environment and wildlife are already under enormous pressure and have nowhere else to
go - Council already needs more compliance around roaming dogs and dogs being walked on beaches
illegally already. As for environmental assessment - doesn’t council have an environment dept? Why are
dogs on beaches being managed/assessed by a recreation dept in a natural area? What would these
people know about ecology and wildlife ?
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It works everywhere else, it can work here too. The only difference is the 4 or 5 loud ones constantly
filling our councillors' email inboxes with their Chicken Little routine.
Please consider making the footing down the hill more secure for the elderly, if you can, thank you.
Palm Beach is the only good wind sport area on the Northern Beaches. The summer sea breeze only
comes as far south as Palm Beach at good strengths for kitesurfing, windsurfing and wind winging and
has worked in harmony for the 20 years we’ve been going there. The hatched area is exactly where we
play. Any further north and we are in the lee of Barrenjoey headland, any further south we are
encroaching on the flagged swimming area. If a dog walks or runs over a kite, wing or sail they tear. In
summer this is the go to wind sport spot every afternoon until about 6pm. Parking is also a major issue
already.
I oppose this area to be an off leash area.
During the summer months this area becomes very busy with busy with beach goers. Dogs running
around off leash can be a huge nuisance to other beach goes. This will also spoil a beautiful area with
dog poop and trash. I realise that dog owners are supposed to pick up after their dogs, but this doesn’t
always happen. I own a dog and the dog park I take my dog to walk is often littered with dog poop,
tennis balls and chew toys. For a dog park this is ok. But please don’t allow this to happen to Palm
Beach, One of the most beautiful and iconic beaches in Sydney.
This beach is a pristine location that is right next to the national park. I have seen numerous penguins
and seals in the water and believe that dogs would threaten these animals. Its already very crowded in
peak times and doesn’t have the infrastructure to support more people on warm days.
I strongly oppose this area to be an off leash area.
I believe this will spoil a beautiful area with dog poop and trash. I realise that dog owners are supposed
to pick up after their dogs, but this doesn’t always happen. I own a dog and the dog park I take my dog
to walk is often littered with dog poop, tennis balls and chew toys. For a dog park this is ok. But please
don’t allow this to happen to Palm Beach, One of the most beautiful and iconic beaches in Sydney.

Dogs are better than people
Dog owners need somewhere to let their dogs off leash. About time.
The beach is huge and can accommodate dogs where the public doesn’t really go which the area
suggested. A sensible proposal.
So long overdue
Hi Folks,
I am a dog lover and would love to walk my dog on the beach. However I am certain that using
north Palm Beach for this purpose is a really bad idea.
The spinifex grass that covers most of the proposed area would be severely damaged if this was
to be a popular off leash area, It will not survive much foot traffic and dogs weeing and scratching the
ground.
The spinifex is a major stabilising factor for the berm above the high tide line. This is
clearly shown by the preservation of the sand from the heavy swells that we have experienced in the
last few years. The north end of the beach has greater stability than the south end where the spinifex
does not grow.
I have surfed and walked there consistently since 1972 so have observed the movement of the
sand for many decades.
Please do not let this go ahead. It may be less ecologically damaging to have an off leash area
at Station Beach on the Pittwater side.
All the best, Jonathan Bryce.
No due to the threat to our beautiful birdlife, which once lost is very hard to get back.
Dogs need to be able to run off lead and enjoy a swim
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It’s time to stop holding the dog-owning population to impossibly high standards, when it comes to
picking up. We don’t close our parks to people because a few people litter, and similarly, we should not
close public space to dogs, on account of the occasional uncollected poop. This expectation of
immaculate compliance does not exist anywhere else, and it is unreasonable to apply it here. In reality,
it is a tactic to stall and protract this debate, so that it goes on for yet another 10 years. It’s time for
Council to recognise this, break the cycle, and restore some fairness which no longer punishes the many
for the sins of a few.
Pittwater Unleashed says YES, let’s get on with it!
I think this is a brilliant idea. Giving people more space to take their dogs out off lead. And give them
more opportunity to strengthen their relationship with their dog and also learning good social
behaviour with other dogs. Having dogs crammed in few areas there are such as dog parks leads to
fighting, littering, over socialisation, all round an unpleasant experience. This as well as opening the
beaches during winter for dog owners will improve the relationship with everyone in the community. In
the uk dogs are aloud on beaches during winter (some in summer). Never hear of dog fights or bad
experiences, only people getting to enjoy that time with there dog and nature.
With the overdevelopment of our beloved pittwater continuing despite what the residents actually
want, there will be more apartments, townhouses and single dwellings with no or small backyards. This
will mean that more and more residents will need to use public outdoor spaces. With over half of NBC
households owning dogs, it is inevitable that spaces will be required for their treasured pets,
particularly off leash so they may run to release some energy. If less than 3% of our coastline is
accessible to our canine friends, what is the point of living here?
There seems to be an increasing anti-dog sentiment on the northern beaches. Sure, there are some
irresponsible dog owners; but there are just as many irresponsible humans here as well. Hardly a day
goes by that I'm not picking my dog up off the footpath during our walks because there is glass smashed
from yet another bus shelter or bottles from overflowing bins - what is the council doing about this?
Please listen to your actual residents, instead of listening to those who are only here on occasion.
There's a reason why we live here and not in Mosman or the Eastern Suburbs, so please don't try to
turn us into that.

Hi I just cannot believe the owners will clean up the mess in the deep sand. It should be on the
Pittwater side but not on an ocean beach. Imagine how many people lie in the sand on the ocean side
compared with the Pittwater side. Buried nuggets of poo everywhere. Please no!!!

With the overdevelopment of our beloved Pittwater continuing despite what the residents actually
want, there will be more apartments, townhouses and single dwellings with no or small backyards. This
will mean that more and more residents will need to use public outdoor spaces. With over half of NBC
households owning dogs, it is inevitable that spaces will be required for their treasured pets,
particularly off leash so they may run to release some energy. If less than 3% of our coastline is
accessible to our canine friends, what is the point of living here?
There seems to be an increasing anti-dog sentiment on the northern beaches. Sure, there are some
irresponsible dog owners; but there are just as many irresponsible humans here as well. Hardly a day
goes by that I'm not picking my dog up off the footpath during our walks because there is glass smashed
from yet another bus shelter or bottles from overflowing bins - what is the council doing about this?
Please listen to your actual residents, instead of listening to those who are only here on occasion.
There's a reason why we live here and not in Mosman or the Eastern Suburbs, so please don't try to
turn us into that.

With the overdevelopment of our area, there will be more apartments, townhouses and single
dwellings with little to no yards. This will mean that more and more residents will need to use public
outdoor spaces. With over half of NBC households owning dogs, it is inevitable that spaces will be
required for their treasured pets, particularly off leash so they may run to release some energy. If less
than 3% of our coastline is accessible to our canine friends, what is the point of living here?
There seems to be an growing anti-dog sentiment on the northern beaches.
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I think it is reasonable and fair to all Northern Beaches rate payers that dog-walkers are given access to
this limited area of north Palm Beach, during restricted hours. Council's management of the trial will
determine whether or not the beach is left in a clean and undamaged condition.
I think it’s a fantastic opportunity for us dog owners to actually be on a beach where you can swim with
your puppy and have a safe sandy patch for them to run on.
With the overdevelopment of our area, there will be more apartments, townhouses and single
dwellings with little to no yards. This will mean that more and more residents will need to use public
outdoor spaces. With over half of NBC households owning dogs, it is inevitable that spaces will be
required for their treasured pets, particularly off leash so they may run to release some energy. If less
than 3% of our coastline is accessible to our canine friends, what is the point of living here?
There seems to be an growing anti-dog sentiment on the northern beaches.
More off leash areas with water access are badly needed.
Dog owners are very conscious of picking up their dogs poops, if a stand with the bags was at an entry
area then this would also promote the clean space. Please consider this beach and any other areas, we
would so love an area for our dogs to run especially early early mornings or late afternoons
Our community - young and old need this. Reform is long overdue.
All year round especially in winter and in summer after 6 and before 9 am
Much needed in the council area. A welcome initiative.
I think it is a fantastic idea and long overdue. I grew up in Perth where there are many off leash dog
friendly beaches and we never seemed to have any problems. With regards to opponents of this, I feel
the council should not be focussing on a blanket ban on dogs in public areas, rather a focus on
responsible dog ownership. As it stands, the bans on dogs in many public areas is unquestionably
discrimination. Discrimination against both dogs and responsible dog owners. Irresponsible dog owners
and the tiny percentage of mentally sick humans who dislike dogs without good reason are the reason
we have bans on dogs in the first place. Please stop focussing on the 1% of people who are discourteous
or just like to complain, and instead focus on the silent majority who do the right thing.
Not enough off leash areas in northern beaches
The utilisation of public areas such as beaches, should never be designated as off leach for dogs This
section of North Palm Beach is used by walkers ,swimmers , families with children, therefore the idea of
dogs running wild is not feasible. Dedicated dog parks with fences & away from where the public should
be able to enjoy their sport or recreation,such as Careel Bay , are more appropriate
We are seriously opposed to this proposal & the council should not listen to the vocal minority, who will
obviously have greater input ,than the silent majority
There has been plenty of press about this, and any time they quote Pittwater Offleash, I find myself
agreeing and wondering how this can possibly take Council so long to do something so basic.
The area on the Pittwater side was deemed to be not suitable for an off leach trial, & therefore the
beach area is also very unsuitable We often picnic, swim, walk in this area of Palm Beach & to have off
leach dogs running wild is not what a quiet public recreation place should have Off leach dog parks
where they do not interfere with the general public are far more satisfactory
We understand that the majority of dog owners are conscious of their surroundings, however it is the
small minority who spoil it for everyone. Bad dog behaviour, no picking up after
The off-leash dogs lobby has become a powerful and very determined pressure group. They are
projecting human desires for a day at the beach onto their furry friends. Dogs make excellent pets and
they need food, exercise and attention. Running on sand and swimming is not a requirement for a
happy dog. I object to the possibility of sitting or walking on excrement during a visit to the beach, but,
more importantly, we have a responsibility to protect the wildlife that lives in our area. Animals are
sensitive to the presence of predators (such as dogs). That is why they are not allowed in our national
parks. I suggest an independent environmental assessment before any off-leash areas are trialed.
Need to extend the area!!
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I think allowing dogs on uncrowded areas of beaches in Sydney is a great idea. It’s great for the dogs
and great for their owners, encouraging exercise for both parties. The dogs love it and my experience in
areas where dogs are allowed on beaches (eg Crescent Head, Coolum), is that generally the dogs are
well-behaved and the owners clean up after them.
While in general I support off leash areas (our family have a dog) I believe in this instance it is the wrong
location being so close to a national park. Unfortunately it would be inevitable that dogs would find
their way into the bush land, compromising a unique ecosystem to the northern beaches. Please
consider other areas but not this location. Thank you.
Some people want to look out at the beach and see no one there. Others want to actually use it. It's
that simple.
Dog owners are not always diligent in cleaning up after their dogs. Off- leash dogs have caused serious
accidents because they have caused people to fall over when they bound into them.
Our dogs badly need access to a beach as Bayview gets so crowded with no parking!
About time a little bit of beach is allocated for family and their dogs
The area on Palm Beach is the least used area and providing dog owners are responsible I welcome the
new swimming area. Time restrictions are good. In Sydney we have little appreciation for having more
areas for dog recreation. Once out of Sydney there is much more thought given to the needs of
exercising dogs.
Rowland reserve is so busy at the weekends and often during the day that it is no longer as pleasurable
as it was. It is used by fishermen which should be banned given the number of incidents and abuse we
get when we ask them to move to a safer area.
Absolutely support dogs and their owners being able to enjoy a walk along the beach. We moved to
Northern Beaches a few years ago and are really surprised with the lack of dog spaces considering the
health benefits of dog ownership. This would be so beneficial to the majority and it’s not the whole
beach so those who don’t want to be near dogs have lots of other spaces to be.
The East ocean-facing side of Palm Beach is a place where lots of watersport activities happen (surfing,
kitesurfing, wind surfing foiling, foiling, wing dinging etc). It would only be a matter of time before a dog
damages equipment, or gets wrapped in kite lines. I'm all for dog friendly beaches, but it makes a lot
more sense to do this on the West facing (inside) beach of Palm Beach. No waves, so no watersport
activities - the dogs can even have a swim. But please don't ruin it for all the thalasophiles by opening
the East side up to dogs off the leash.
There are very limited places and this is a welcome proposal as there are nowhere enough options for
beach access available
We desperate need a space dogs can run and play on beach. So far behind and non dog friendly on the
northern beaches
Would like to see available at more beaches
Long overdue. Great idea.
Palm Beach has a wildlife corridor in this area. Off leash dogs will disturb, chase and kill wildlife obviously No
Dog shit on the beach , the dunes the ocean, wildlife chased, attacked. Uncontrolled dogs jumping on
kids , other beach users. If the dogs off leash in a less busy spot they’ll always be an responsible owner
not doing the right thing. It’s a beautiful spot to getaway from the masses and a dog jumping all over
you or the kids is not nice. Most dog owners don’t realize the non owners don’t want to have someone
else dog jump on them.
Yes I believe dogs should have the opportunity to be able to share the beach off leash as long as
everyone is responsible for their dog
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I oppose the dogs on beach for a number of reasons - dog mess, surfers who leave their dogs to roam
whilst they surf and because I’m afraid of dogs and many dog owners let their dogs come up and jump
on you. Please keep the beaches dog free.
Dogs are becoming a large part of life for many reasons. Canine inclusion is broardly accepted globally.
Be part of the changes and not antiquated in your thinking.
When I have overseas visitors (hopefully again soon) I always take them to Palm Beach specifically in
the Northern End. I would hate to see this area overrun by dogs and the mess (dog poop) that I believe
will be left behind. This is a beautiful area that I believe will be left in a mess and not be able to be used
by all. I always see lots of people having a picnic in the area and an influx of dogs will make this area off
limits for the rest of us.
It’s only fair for man’s best friend, 99 % of dog owners are responsible people, why should the few who
complain be the only ones listened too.
Essential that dogs are welcome in our community to assist the wellbeing of every person and
particularly given the very stressful times that we are living in - mental wellbeing is vital for all.
And as Principal of a local school I have seen and heard many aspects of current life and how vital family
time with the dog in 'nature' is paramount.
It is absolutely necessary to be able to walk dogs off leash. The Peninsular has the highest percentage
of dogs in the state and they are considered important members of the family. Please do everything in
your power to ensure this is passed.
Environmentally sensitive area. Dog poo wont be picked up in a lit of cases.
We r both long time residents of the area my husband being born in Waratah st PB I came here when I
was five - dogs and horses were part of our growing up yrs here - now sadly the nearest off leash area
for our furry friends r a car drive away - all we r asking is for an off leash area bet the hrs of after 5 in
the evening and till 9 in the mornings to walk and exercise our dogs
I oppose this area to be an off leash area under the current proposed parameters.
During the summer months this area becomes very busy with beach goers.
Dogs running around off leash can be a huge nuisance to other beach users.
This will also spoil a beautiful area with dog poop and trash. There are a significant number of native
animals that inhabit the area, notably as it is immediately adjacent to a National Park.
I realise that dog owners are supposed to pick up after their dogs, but this doesn’t always happen.
I own a dog and the dog park I take my dog to walk is often littered with dog poop, tennis balls and
chew toys.
For a dog park this is ok. But please don’t allow this to happen to Palm Beach, one of the most beautiful
and iconic beaches in Sydney.
In addition, in summer, parking is extremely difficult and this will massively exacerbate the problem.
There are also a large number of other beach users in the area, particularly in summer, including
surfers, runners, fishers, sun bathers, picnickers, and kite surfers. There will no doubt be conflict
between these beach users and dog owners - council should readdress the issues at Station Beach and
press on with the change of use for that area, which is far more appropriate as a proposed beach area
for dogs.
The proposed area is not appropriate for the proposed use, except perhaps during winter months, or
during non-daylight savings periods. this is a time of the year when there are far less be chooses and,
therefore, far less likely negative interactions between dog owners and other beach users. If restricting
use to this period, I would support it.
Thank you.

As I was born in the area in Waratah st my grandmother kept dairy cows which is. Ow the golf course
and supplied milk and goods to the campers there - my things have changed - but even back then dogs
were part of our family and lived with us all we r asking is for an area where we can enjoy with our dogs
off leash
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Our nearest off leases area is at carrel bay and at 77 yrs of age the walk is too far from PB we our dogs
need an exercise area closer to where we live
There need to be greater beach / water access for dogs on the northern beaches, especially from
DeeWhy to Palm beach. Bay View is over crowded.
I expect alot of people will object due to environmental reasons but feel Council really need to be
pragmatic here and consider what controls exist today re boats, beach goers, jet skies, I suspect very
little. Hence why when dogs are involved everything changes. Really is just an excuse. Feel Council
should approach these concerns with education similar to the response for shared paths & bikes
This is a fabulous idea and area for off leash . I have a dog that this would not suit but I’m all for dogs
given access to water and beaches. Great for families
A perfect beach for off leash dog walking
Greater access to the beach for dogs is required. Current access is so inadequate from DeeWhy to Palm
Beach
Dogs are able to swim off-leash at Rowland Reserve.
I object to dogs being allowed on beaches. Dog excrement is most unpleasant. It is very smelly and
sticks to feet or shoes. The smell lingers. Dog faeces carry viruses that can affect marine mammals.
There have been cases in the United States where seals have caught viruses from dogs. Although there
are many responsible dog owners who clean up after their dogs, there are still a large number of dog
owners who don't. Multiple visits to Rowland Reserve reinforces my opinion
See attachment
It’s lovely to walk your dogs along the beach, running in and out of waves when we are on holidays. We
come back here, to our slice of paradise and are unable to do something so simple, it’s a shame.
Beaches should be for the exclusive use of people and not their pets. There is no way that all dog
excrement will be picked up - you only need to look at the existing areas that are dog-off areas to see
that is the case there and the surroundings. Given people use the beaches with little clothing, are
constantly touching their bodies/faces for cream, get sand/water out of their eyes, there is a real health
risk to adults and children alike. I understand that the tides will come in and out but I've witnessed first
hand how in existing areas (eg Curl Curl lagoon) dogs stray outside the area and their deposits stay for a
long time afterwards. Owners are unable to prevent their dogs seeking out people who do not want to
be disturbed/licked etc when relaxing/exercising or genally using the beach and there is no way they
will stick to the 400 m area. The sights/sounds and smells of the beach get them too excited and it's
unfair on them too. To exclude all other beachgoers due to a limited number of people wishing to
exercise their dogs on such pristine areas is unbalanced in favour of a vocal minority.
Dogs attack wildlife such as seals and penguins They should not be on beaches. Please redact my name
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I am a veterinarian, dog owner and resident of Avalon. I walk with my dog and toddler at the northern
end of Palm Beach (in the current on lead grassed dog areas) once to twice daily, surf at north Palm
Beach regularly and enjoy exploring the national park with my human family. I am not in theory
opposed to off lead dog areas, in which dogs remain under effective control and are allowed freedom to
exercise and socialise with other dogs. However, as an emergency and critical care veterinarian who
frequently deals with the aftermath of off lead dog interactions (many of which occur in designated off
lead areas) and a dog owner who rarely observes an off lead dog under effective control (either due to
poor training, owner distraction, owner disinterest or owner lack of understanding of dog behaviour), I
would never allow my dog into such an area for their welfare and safety. Similarly, I can understand that
many people would not wish to occupy an area where there are largely uncontrolled off lead dogs.
North Palm beach is an area which is frequently enjoyed by many members of our community - solos,
couples and families having a quiet picnic, fishermen, kite-boarders, surfers, walkers, runners...it is one
of the few places that still feel 'wild' and largely unspoilt on the Northern Beaches, hence it's attraction
to so many. I feel that this is an inappropriate area to consider as an off lead dog area, and that areas
already more destroyed or urbanised would be better considered. I do not understand the need for
dogs to be off lead in an environmentally sensitive and so widely enjoyed area such as a beach, let alone
such a pristine beach as North Palm beach. I would be very concerned about the impact that the
approval of this proposed off lead dog area would have on the greater community (the majority of
which are not off lead dog owners), and most importantly the fauna and flora of the area, who will not
have the choice to relocate their activities to another area. I would like to know how council proposes
to protect the flora and fauna of the area (including that of the adjacent national park, knowing there
will be numerous occasions where both dogs and owners will be tempted to stray into this relatively
remote area...I cannot imagine that ranger patrols would seem frequent enough for the wildlife that
anxiously await being hunted down or even just disturbed by an off lead dog). Will there be frequent
monitoring of impacts on flora and fauna? Of adverse dog interactions? Of adverse dog-human
interactions? Of increased pollution? I would hope that it wouldn't take a high profile event such as
another seal attack on the northern beaches to reconsider the off lead area, and I am very concerned
that should a trial go ahead, irreparable damage will occur to one of the Northern Beaches most
unspoilt areas. Though council wishes to serve the needs of the local community by having off lead
areas within a short distance of residences, I perceive that a large number of dogs and owners visiting
the area will come from much further afield due the picturesque attractiveness of this area, it's relative
remoteness an invitation to disobey rules. Unfortunately, as a generalisation from a veterinarian who
works in western Sydney, I anticipate the number and severity of dog attacks will be much greater as a
consequence of having such a highly attractive off lead dog area in our council and would therefore, for
the welfare of dogs in our area, consider a less attractive location be proposed.
In summary, I am strongly opposed to the implementation of an off lead dog area at North Palm beach
due my concerns on the impact it would have on our broader human community, wildlife and to some
degree local canine welfare. I encourage council to consider a less pristine and less relatively remote
location as an off lead dog area. Should council decide to proceed with a trial of the proposal, I request
that adequate protection of the nondesignated areas be undertaken (fences, frequent ranger patrols)
and that close monitoring of overall impacts be assessed.
Yes - the northern beaches needs more dog friendly areas
I would very much enjoy some access to the beach with my dog, who is my only family living with me
now.
Disappointed that Station Beach was closed down, far more appropriate location but we will take
anything to ensure our family pet gets the opportunity to exercise freely.
As a dog lover and frequent dog sitter, I cannot support the proposed trial as it stands. It needs to be
part of wider program across the council area to help reduce the problems caused by a very small
minority of dog owners. This has to include both education for dog owners, training for our dogs and
deterrents for those owners who choose not to do the right thing. The trial would involve providing dog
clean-up bags & disposal bins and actual enforcement of off-leash dogs in parks, pathways and beaches.
Addressing these problems should be highly visible, perhaps involving marketing, clearer signage and
the use of fines as needed.
Above all, we need to remember that the silent majority of people are not dog owners. Families need to
feel safe using our open spaces without worrying about off-leash dogs. Helping to ensuring all dog
owners behave responsibly will go a long way to achieving this.
We would also like the Pittwater side of Palm Beach to be a dog off-leash area
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I have 2 dogs. I use all the off leash dog areas on the northern beaches, from Clontarf to Bayview. I walk
my dogs 14 times a week at a minimum. I am a responsible dog owner and always clean up after my
dogs. To have access to more areas would be greatly appreciated and highly prized by myself and my
family.
see attachment
We need more off leash areas for dogs with access to water for swimming
Desperation needed
Because everyone I know has a dog and loves them ❤ We need this for the dogs and our own
wellbeing.
I hope the shire councillors understand how important it is for older people to have nice places to visit
when out with the dog. It would also be good if council understood the need to have somewhere
suitably close for tying the dog when we use the rock pool.
This is a sensitive area for birds and other wildlife and disturbance from dogs will drive everything away.
There is always plenty of dog owners who pick up the poo when being watched and then throw it into
the environment when no one is looking. Being in a plastic bag it last for ages and often makes its way
into the waterways. Now the dog population is exploding we don’t want to encourage more dogs and
become like America where dogs are allowed in national parks etc. ruining the natural environment.
The dog lobby will keep wanting more and more and it wouldn’t be so bad if they all did the right thing
but they don’t. Most afternoons there are dogs on the beaches, especially long reef and little
narrabeen. Perhaps the council should pay the ranger some overtime to fine them. The fines would
more than cover the OT bill.
Amazing idea 100% agree,
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Attachment 2: Proposed dog off-leash area at Mona Vale Beach (south) - Verbatim comments
from online submissions received during community engagement 7/5/21 to 6/6/21.
A beach in the south would be good as well eg mid section of Curl Curl
We need more dog-friendly beaches.
This would provide fair, and equitable space for dogs and humans alike. There will be a small number of well connected nay
sayers who will try to ruin this project. Please listen to the silent majority and allow dogs in the beaches!
Absolutely. This is a perfect spot to share the beach with our furry family members. Great for our mental health and our puppies.
So excited for this! My dog loves swimming!! And I can’t wait to able to walk with him. Let’s hope we can get a longer stretch
eventually so that I can get I decent walk/ exercise in for me at the same time
This beach is adjacent to the current mona vale dog park allowing direct access with minimal disruption to other beach goers.
Bayview is the only current off leash dog park with access to water on the northern beaches and quickly becomes crowded with
locals and other visitors wishing to access a beach with water for their dogs. Given the increase in dog ownership and population
on the northern beaches more than one park with beach/ water access will make for happier dogs and humans.
Fantastic idea....make sure you have rubbish bins and plenty of poo bags available and any ‘dog mess’ will be very minimal.
Please let us have some off leash beach areas for our pups to play!
Absolutely 100% support this I use the local dog park and swim at the beach regularly.
This is much needed and long overdue!
It would be wonderful for dogs to be able to have an off leash area at Mona vale beach.
Awesome idea. Make it happen please.
This is a deserted space that only surfers use, ideal for off leash dogs
A great idea and is needed
Perfect place for a lovely dog play
A great idea and needed
Very strong support - it’s totally
Reasonable and needs to happen!
It’s desperate need and should have been done long ago. Turrametta too
Why when there is so much of the beach that it is still limited to 300 m which is a very small area for the number of people that
live in the beaches and the surrounding areas.
Off leash for 24 hours not a timed off leash it works quite well everywhere else in Australia including capital cities like Melbourne
Adelaide. Reason when I asked that elsewhere was that people would travel to go to it that is totally incorrect considering there
are of flesh peaches in the city area, Cronulla, Wollongong, plenty up on the Central Coast which goes for kilometres. There’s
more beaches around that have better hours and longer stretches and people are willing to travel to take the dogs to
Times need to be extended, allow for shift workers to access beach also.
Extend to 400 metres.
Dogs and their people love beaches
Works every where else in Australia
yes
Absolutely yes, please get with the times and community needs
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More off leash dog areas please!!
Mona Vale dog park is like a frying pan in summer, having access to water will make using it bearable. Still, it would be a great
idea to also plant some trees along the new concrete footpath!
Fantastic idea!
Our dogs deserve access to water
Dog owners have so few spaces to go! This leads to overcrowded dog parks and public areas. Please allow us to share our
beautiful beaches with the pups! Promise to keep it clean! Let’s join the rest of the country in being a better place!
Owners of the beachfront properties at Mona Vale Basin are 1km away but will probably still complain that this is "their beach".
Please help them understand that the beach is there to share. This arrangement has clearly already factored in the needs of
others and should be supported. Same for the North Palm Beach section.
Perfect spot below the headland dog park. There are minimal people that use this area so would be great for dogs!
There should also be off leash dog areas at Narrabeen beach and at Dee Why, Poles and Long reef.
Fully supportive. A significant percentage of Northern Beaches households have dogs and this small change represents the voices
of this material percentage of households. The only change I would seek would be to make the area larger fir such a large beach
this is a very small area.
Time to listen to the many residents with dogs and provide the shared beach space. If there is not enough areas for the dogs and
they are congested into small areas, then there will be more incidents of dog fights. Its only common sense!
Yes we need space to play with our pets together in a good space that is enjoyable for both pet and owner .
We need another off dog leash park on the NB. Bayview is too crowded and dangerous (I got attacked by a dog there) so for the
public and dogs safety we need more options.
The northern beaches community needs this.
Yes please
Really important we have some beach access with our dog.
Having had the joy of walking my past dogs on beaches in other areas I’ve lived in, it’s been astounding to see the wishes of the
majority, ignored here for so many years. I had hoped that would change with an enlightened new council, but am still
waiting...this is a welcome step in the right direction!
Off leash exercise is essential for our dog’s health and well-being as well as us. Ask any vet.
It's ridiculous that there's no beaches for our dogs to play on. When we go up or down the coast we have plenty to choose from.
Time to catch up NB Council
There is so much left dog faeces In the current dog park area at Mona Vale, it would be terrible for the same thing to happen at
the beach.
It is extremely difficult at times for residents to turn right on to Pittwater Road, as the traffic is already terrible. Additional traffic
would make it even worse.
Parking would also be an issue.
fantastic. great social for dogs and their owners. as long as owners do the right thing, watchful eye on dog, pic up litter. happy
days.
This is a great proposal. The beach is hardly utilised and there is nowhere near enough offleash locations for our dogs ont he
beaches! Just don't make the area too small that it results in an overintensive space.
This is a wonderful idea
We need a space where we can go for a swim and take our dogs on the beach
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I think this is a fantastic initiative. Given how much coast line we have on the northern beaches these few hundred meters are
negligible to share with our dogs.
An unused part of the beach which is ideal for dogs.
I support the Mona vale off leash area. The northern beaches is long overdue for a beach that permits dogs to enjoy the sand and
ocean. We are already very limited with off leash dog areas so this addition would be taken advantage off for our water loving
dogs and their owners.
Extend southern boundary to cliff face. Extend northern boundary to stormwater pipe.
Makes sense as the headland is already off leash
I strongly believe Mona Vale beach should be an off-leash area
The proposed off dog leash area at mona vale beach is well thought out and in accordance with human and environmental
protections. The proposed location is unpopulated and away from wildlife.
We are a local (Elanora Heights) family with a dog who regularly use the dog off-leash area near Mona Vale hospital to walk the
dog and kids to ride the scooter. Having access to the beach and the dog to be able to swim (he’s a Labrador) would be amazing
and definitely turn this quite boring (for dogs, no trees etc in that park) into a nice day out for the whole family. I am really looking
forward to peaceful morning walks just me and the dog as well as take the dogs and the kids to the beach for a fun afternoon.
Definitely a yes from me
There are too many dogs off leash as it is. Dogs are dangerous off lease around kids. Right now I feel my child is safe on the beach.
I keep him away from the dog park as many dog owners don’t take care of their dogs around kids. Let them off leash on our
beaches and I won’t feel my child is safe. The dogs have plenty of parks and waterways. Let’s keep our kids safe. Please
Can't wait and hope council supports this
Why are dog owners being limited to specific times? Should just be leash free all day. Just travelled back from Sunshine Coast.
No time restrictions there. What wrong with councils in Sydney?
Please!!!!!
Let's not be the absolute last council to let this happen.
About time council gave the majority of our community some access to walk their beloved family dogs on the beach and have
access to clean swimming water! How can the entire world do this and northern beaches council can’t!! Dog owners are a HUGE
part of the community. Much much larger than skateboarders or mountain bike rider or netballers etc yet you spend millions on
these groups - when what dog owners are asking for DOENST COST A CENT!!!
Excellent idea, same for curl curl and Dee why please
I understand there is a rare species of sea grass at Station Beach so wave beaches are the perfect alternative. I think it’ll need to
be both beach locations and possibly more to even out the traffic of dogs. Turimetta Beach is another good one and Warriewood
Beach.
Thank you NBC. I fully support both proposals. I regularly use the existing off leash area at Mona Vale and access to the beach
with my dog and family would be fantastic! The proposed times I think are fair. Please go ahead with the trial.
We surf and were at Mona today. My partner surfed and I had to stay up on the grass and walking on the roads instead of the
beach. Always a sad trade off but we don’t want to leave our gorgeous dog at home so I sacrifice my swim and beach time for
him. Would make such a difference to our lives to share some beach time.
Yes seems logical as it adjoins the existing off leash area above it.
I am a surf lifesaver at Warriewood which adjoins this area, an even over the summer period and this section of beach is not
overly used by general beach goers from my experience.
A large percentage of house holds have dogs and the northern beaches has a limited amount of off leash areas on water
compared to the central coast which has many more
Northern beaches local area is lacking open space for all dog owners to allow their pets to run free
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This has to be the perfect spot. An extension of the existing dog area on the hill and plenty of room for all users, 2 legged or 4.
This part of the beach is easily accessible form the dog park and would be a welcome addition to dog friendly areas in the
Northern Beaches. Covid has seen a huge increase in the number of dogs in our local area and we need more places to be able to
take dogs. The NB is currently quite undog-friendly when compared with the councils up and down the coast and their
accessibility to beaches for dogs.
Both this relatively unused part of beach, as well as North Palm Beach, would be very suitable areas for dog off leash activity at
certain times of the day. Off-leash beach areas are desperately needed in Pittwater, with Roland Reserve being overused and too
far for many people to access. I do not own a dog but fully support these proposals.
Important family time
For
Residents provided
By off leash park,
Improves mental health of
Residents
The beach is for everyone, for fun and recreation and should be utilised for best of the community. Many of whom are dog
owners who have should have the opportunity to enjoy the beach with their pet. The proposed dog off-leash area is currently
under-utilised and would be off great benefit to the community.
We live in an area surrounded by water why can’t we share just a small fraction of it with our dogs?
This is absolutely necessary for the increase in dog population due to COVID. our dogs will be with us for up to 15 years. Mona
vale is just an extension of the existing off leash area and it gives more options, especially as Rowland reserve is extremely busy
24/7. I live in Whale Beach and often travel to Rowland reserve.
About time!!!
A much needed community area that will bring so many benefits. Social interaction, health both physically and mentally and just a
great asset to the local area.
Long, long overdue. This works perfectly in other boroughs and even all day access without restrictions. Any beach that allows
dogs that I have visited have been happily enjoyed by entire families and been cleaner than some of our current non dog allowing
beaches.
We need more dog friendly beaches!!
We need more off leash beach access for families with dogs.
There is not enough dog beaches on the northern beaches. There is ample parking and is adjacent to the existing dog off leash
area. It is such a shame there are not more areas on beach allowed for dogs. South Mona is not patrolled and not utilised a lot
for swimming. There is a distinct lack of access for dogs on the beach, Yes there is Bayview, but it is on Pittwater, I would love to
be able to walk my dog on the beach at my local dog park. Please do not stop this one from happening as the council did with
Station Beach.
Fantastic idea, Thank You
I strongly support this proposal
As a Mona Resident with dogs as part of our family who love nothing better than to chase each other on the sandy beaches, we
have one over populated option locally which is tide dependent.
We aren’t asking for much but we have been asking for a very long time,
Let’s be like the rest of Australia who gives families the freedom to exercise their dogs on the beaches, we aren’t asking for all of
them all of the time, just a tiny percentage.
its about time this should happen!
Dog owners on the northern beaches need more access to a beach to exercise their dogs.
An off leash area on this quiet beach provides immense value to dog owners.
It would be great to have a poop bin at the beach end of the path- to help with beach cleanliness
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Yes I absolutely support this. We need more beach areas for our dogs as we families form a major part of the northern beaches
community.
What a sad community that does except dogs as man/women best friend
Please make it possible. We are very much looking forward to have ocean access with our dog.
So happy about this ..... way overdue ... thank you
Unlike many other areas in NSW there are no beach areas that are off leash on the northern beaches. This would be a fantastic
addition to the area with minimal impact to residents on an already under-utilised portion of the beach.
Seriously about time! Dog owners represent an enormous part of our community and deserve some space like every other group!
The works worldwide- very very frustrating that NB are so far behind and treat dog owners so poorly.
Yes please. My dogs love the beach and having to drive to the central coast is a little ridiculous. They are better behaved than a
lot of humans and don’t leave their rubbish everywhere
This is very much needed!! No reason why our dogs shouldn’t be able to experience the beauty of our beaches aswell!
It’s an under utilized area, no flags, lower traffic and ideal for dogs to hang out. If you out dog bins at the fringe of the beach to
encourage proper disposal of waste I think this is an ideal area. Thank you
It's the perfect spot as it is just off the dog park.
Well-chosen location, attached to existing off-leash, underused space.
Congratulations Council for finally getting this done.
About time!
Dog owners and their dogs should have areas of beach access to exercise and enjoy the beach. This is a wonderful opportunity to
address this issue. I am hoping that the Council will consider beach access closer to where I live in Beacon Hill in due course.
Pleas YES! Big yes!
This is a modest proposal.
YES
Walking the dog is about the only thing that gets my kids off their screens and gives us family time. If we could all hang at the
beach in the afternoons in summer it would bring our family together and get my kids out of the house. We could do dinner
picnics, meet friends there... Most people with dogs are thrilled to have any beach access in our area. Personally I think the dog
area should go up to the pipeline (as shown in your picture above!)
Long overdue on an area of beach which is hardly used by the public. Stop filibustering and just get on with meeting the
communities' wishes and needs.
Absolutely Yes!
That would be fantastic!
Due to the lack of dog friendly beaches in the area, we feel that this would be a wonderful addition to the warriewood headland.
This is a wonderful addition to offleash areas. Families with dogs will be able to socialise and exercise together and have the
amount of space needed. At present there is limited space , so there is overcrowding, not good during covid. There are so many
more dogs now, it s important to share public spaces and utilise them
The shared concept is reasonable and takes into consideration the importance of a dog to most families in the area and the
necessity for them to have time to share space appreciating that not everybody has the same views. The timeshare allows those
that don’t like it to have the time in the freedom to enjoy the beach without dogs and at the same time allows people with dogs
including children to enjoy a safe place with their dog and other dog owners. As a democracy it is important to hear the voice of
every person within the community especially when there is a group the size of those that own dogs. Thank you for this
consideration and as dog owners, we do hope that it works for everybody and moves forward.
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We need more places for our dogs to play. It would be good to schedule times for big dogs and small dogs.
Thanks
I think having the south end of Mona Vale beach open to dogs is a great idea. I know my dog wound love it. I’m a responsible pet
owner who not only picks up my dogs poo, but I also pick up other dogs poo that has been overlooked.
I’m sure all the NB residents who have dogs would love this to happen and would make sure the area is used responsibly.
As a dog owner and local beach resident I support the dog off-leash areas. We have an abundance of beaches and sharing a small
amount of space for dogs to enjoy will not impact the general population of people enjoying the beach. The south end of Mona
Vale makes sense as it is a generally quiet area. The flags near the surf club, pool and basin area attract the majority of beach
goers. There are also no residential properties adjoining this area. The hours suggested are also appropriate as most people
exercise their dogs mornings and afternoons times.
This would be a great addition to the already busy dog park, so long as people respect the environment and clean up after their
dog I think it would be lively
So good. So overdue
I am a long term resident living in coronation st over 60 years.I use this part of the beach regularly for exercise and recreation.
You only have to walk through the current dog area to realise the number of irresponsible dog owners who don’t pick up after
their dog.if this plan go’s ahead the beach area would be ruined.also I understand there is already a swimming area close by in
Bayview
We are so limited for off leash areas in the northern beaches.
offleash dog beaches are a great idea
I want to be able to swim in clean water with my doggo
Yes!! This is awesome! There needs to be more areas where dogs are allowed to be a part of their families and get their feet wet.
Dogs are more respectful of the land and the wildlife than most humans who litter or trash areas where they picnic.
Fantastic use of under used beach for responsible dog owners
This would be a very welcome change for dog owners and their dogs.
We are blessed with so much coast line - a small proportion should be available for dog access.
Can the area be extended to Golf Ave
It would be more beneficial for access along the area and leaves so much of the beach are enjoyable
Wonderful idea and cannot happen soon enough for all the responsible dog owning rate payers in this community.
I have travelled both the South Coast and North Coast of New South Wales and the Queensland Coast up to the Sunshine Coast
and can always find a dog friendly beach. The Sunshine Coast in Queensland have several kilometres of dog friendly beaches
which run 24 hours a day.
The more areas for dogs to run free, the less over crowding, happier, healthier dogs and owners.
Would be great to have a space for dogs at Mona vale beach, an amazing beach with plenty of space for everyone.
There are so many dogs on the south Mona Vale headland especially on weekends- it will be a nightmare especially on Saturday
and Sunday on the beach when others also using weekend. It will also become a dog toilet. I live near headland and not everyone
picks up the mess. Irresponsible people will presume the sea will wash the poo away. Also there is the habitat to think about in
terms of bird life in the vegetation which stabilises the sand dunes... we don’t want dogs running amok on the dunes. Please don’t
give into the dog lobby.
The proposed changes would allow dogs and humans to enjoy the beach together. This is an improvement from the current
accessibility. I do think the the proposed times could be additionally improved by extending these off-leash times.
How exciting!
should be a bigger off leash area and no time restrictions
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The dog owners do not pick up the dog poo in the park therefore they will not pick up the dog poo on the beach. I don’t want to
surf next to a floating dog turd. The Pittwater dog park is great for dogs to swim . Please consider the environment. I am a dog
owner too. Thank you .
Northern beaches desperately requires more water access off leash dog areas. Since adopting about 10 years ago the number of
families using Bayview has increased to the point it is overcrowded and unusable at weekends. It has become unsafe for many
users with small, timid or aged dogs. Even with timed usage South Mona Vale Beach will give many residents in the central
Northern Beach area access to the beach. This area already has a dog park above with garbage bins and poo bags installed. There
are no residential dwellings bordering this section of Beach and it is not frequented by families as it is not patrolled and has
dangerous surf.
Would love to be able to take my dog/s to the beach - could it be considered to change the hours of use to expand during winter
hours, say 2pm to 11am?
This is such a big stretch of beach - it is a brilliant idea to use this end for an off-leash dog area especially in relation to the dog
park. Fully supported!
A great option!
Dogs should be on leash in sand dune areas to prevent wandering off the paths and subsequent disruption to vegetation and wild
life.
I love living near the beach and I love having a dog. I need to exercise and my dog needs to exercise and at the moment if I want
to incorporate the beach into my exercise routine then I must do so without my dog. This means for the most part I don't use our
beautiful beaches for exercise as I often don't have time to exercise twice, once with my dog and once without.
At present I need to live in the area for work and family however the lack of beach walks I can do with my dog will eventaully
cause me to move. I'm hoping this doesn't become necessity and that we will eventually have more dog friendly options here on
the Northern Beaches.
THere are so many beaches, parks and playgrounds for kids, we need them for our dogs too!
I would like to see more dog parks developed for dogs. Clean running water and good drainage around the taps. Dog friendly
ramps and areas with interactive areas for them would be good.
Looks fantastic, would bring so much happiness to so many lives.
Easy to avoid this small area at designated times if people would like to avoid the dogs.
We absolutely support the proposal for access to Mona Vale Beach (south).
Absolutely perfect for dogs and out of the way of swimmers & surfers on the main beach at Mona Vale.
As a responsible dog owner who cleans up after her dog and respects the rights of others not to be bothered by my dog, we
definitely need an area of the huge northern beaches for the dog to run.
We have had to drive 1 1/2 hours' north to Pearl Beach, Ocean Beach & Ettalong to walk our dog along the shoreline, for her to
get her paws wet and run in the sand.
There should surely be a small local area, considering the huge number of pet owners paying their rates to Northern Beaches
Council.
Absolutely in support of this! Mona vale off leash park is great but if we can extend this even further into the beach, even better.
Thank you!
This would be incredible- we have parents who live on golf avenue Mona vale
this would really be such a wonderful blessing for us to have an area where we could take pups .
would be so very grateful .
Just YES very few options to walk a dog near the ocean. Good for our mental health, our physical well being and such a small piece
of our wonderful NB where we can run with our pets off of thier leads! Please just do this!!
What a wonderful opportunity to share the beach with our beloved doggies!

Everything crossed this trial happens!

Need one in Manly too !
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This needs to happen! One of the best dog parks in Australia is Bayview and I honestly believe it is because there is sand and
water for humans and dogs to enjoy. It would be a great addition to the Mona Vale Headland dog park if this additional area
including water access was approved. It is clear at Bayview that the local community can do the right thing with their animals.
Even if in Summer it was certain times of day (eg prior to 9am and after 6pm) however being a local for my entire life I know how
minimal that section of Mona Vale beach is used for people to sit etc. It is mainly a surf access point for surfers only. Another
reason its such a great spot to increase community use of the area. PLEASE GET THIS HAPPENING :)
It’s a wonderful idea. I’d even be happy to extend it to other longer beaches such as Narrabeen, long reef and curl curl
Excellent news. Very happy to trial it.
i love dogs and animals. in the case of having a shared beach, dog owners do not control dogs and allow them to roam and just
get too close to people who are enjoying their coffee or other or just time out. this is not a fair system and those other rate
payers who do not have a dog cannot enjoy the beach because of irresponsible dog owners. i totally disagree with this proposal. i
see it at curl curl and nth cuyrl curl and freshwater that even though dogs should not be on the beach, they are always there and
at all corners of it. this is not staying in boundaries and also clearly defies council limits and shows disrespect to all other beach
users.
There is enough areas for dog walking and exercise without adding dogs to beaches. The dog poo is never cleaned up. Many
people sunbake at this end in private and this will cease if the proposal goes ahead. All beaches have children and i am continually
sheilding my kids from dogs whether aggressive or not.
It is not the place for dogs.
What a fantastic proposal. At last Northern Beaches Council is allowing residents to take their dogs to the beach. The proposed
area is more than enough space for dog owners to walk and swim their dogs and allows lots of other areas for (the very, very few)
beachgoers who prefer to avoid dogs. Hopefully we'll see a few of these areas introduced into the beaches further south...
With so many families moving into and living on the Northern beaches and with the move to more medium density housing I
believe additional space needs to be provided for families and their pets. This is a significant factor in tackling the mental health
issues as people need to be able to enjoy an outdoor space with their dogs.
Looks good. Would be nice closer to parking, but it'll be great to have a beach area. Our last dog, Emerson, would have loved it he spent 14 years on the Northern Beaches without ever getting into waves, because it's not allowed here.
PS Rangers should be far harder on people walking their dogs off-leash. (If they hung near Dee Why surf life saving club, they
could make a fortune in fines - it could fund all these improvements.) We ask people why they do it, and they often say that if
they ARE stopped, rangers never fine them, so they keep doing it.
This area of beach is easily accessed from the existing off leash dog park and is rarely visited by anyone - it never has been, nor
ever will be a patrolled beach because it is so far from the existing patrolled beach. Make this area of beach accessible to dogs
and their owners would inconvenience no-one and give great please to many.
This would be a great area for beach access for dogs.
So much space, so little beach area for well-behaved dogs. A perfect opportunity to work together for shared space.
I think it would be great for a dog beach 24 hours a day. I don't have a dog and fully support the plan
Prefect below the dog free area above. Not many swimmers are in this part of the beach
No, beach areas are for public use. The majority of dog owners rarely pick up the feaces or have effective control in existing off
leash areas. It would be unhealthy to allow off leash dogs on beaches that under the CAA are restricted areas
Dogs love water and the stretch along Mona Vale beach is ideal for off leash exercise, there is a walking path and dog exercise
area nearby. I would support full day exercise on weekdays, that end of the beach is seldom used at these times.
It will be fantastic to have a new off leash beach area as the majority of the beaches are not pet friendly. Even more amazing
would be to have most beaches allowing dogs on determined times, like for example 5:30 to 7:30 am or after 6pm for winter
times and after 7pm during summer. The community would be very thankful.
Yes!!! Full support for the proposed dog off leash area at southern mona vale beach - this area makes perfect sense being located
adjacent to the dog park.
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I've holidayed on both the far north and south coastal areas. Both areas have dog friendly off-leash beaches. My dog loves it. My
only issue is when returning to the Northern Beaches. We have very limited areas. Those we do have, are often over crowded.
Offering more beach areas we can walk our dogs off leash, would mean less over crowding.
preferably 24 hours
At low tide, there is no natural barrier between the southern end of Mona vale beach and warriewood beach. Dogs will easily be
able to get to warriewood beach. Also, it is easy to image that people walking their dogs to the off leash area from the south will
use warriewood beach as a short cut. This is less than ideal given the potential for dog poo on this very well frequented, family
friendly beach.
The off leash dog park above mona vale beach already attracts a lot of people/dogs, and I would not like to see even more
attracted to the area. We already have parking problems now that Narrabeen park parade has “no parking” on the eastern side of
the road leading to the dog park. Can we not share the off leash areas around?
Great Idea and much needed on the Northern Beaches
Apart from Bayview , there is no other dog beach , the lagoon at curly I connect to the storm water system . When there has been
documented evidence that the growth of people owning dogs has grow. Substantially
Rowland Reserve has become overused due to lack of access to water elsewhere. Lack of available parking there is still an issue.
It’s nonsensical to have to “line up” to wait for the small allotted car spaces when the enormous car park is usually empty. The
use of south Mona Vale for dogs is a logical remedy given the proximity to the dog park above, and gives residents options as
Council has prevented beach access north of Mona Vale. Approval by Council would give residents a more positive attitude
towards Council which has used aggressive and punitive tactics against its ratepayers for small infractions, which current
unreasonable conditions force people into. By providing access to both NPB and SMVB, those of us north of the bends will not be
forced to drive suburbs away just to go for a walk at the end of the day.
We don't even have one beach for dogs, which is just a joke.
Dog owners do whatever they like already using areas that are designated no dogs allowed, or dogs on leads as offleash areas eg
There is a off leash area at Long Reef but rarely do owners abide by that, instead allowing dogs on Long Reef Beach, on the rock
platform, around the headland off leash, and leaving their poo behind. Where I live there 80% of dog owners dont have leads on
their dogs, and they often walk ahead of the dog while it sniffs around and poos, and the owners are oblivious, or just dont care.
Dog owners will not abide by the boundaries not timeframes, and therefore should not be given even more area denying those
that want to enjoy life dogless, with even less places to enjoy.
A wonderful option for dogs and owners. Thank you for considering dog lovers who are responsible and who, very often, pick up
after humans.
This a fabulous plan and about time too!!!!!!!
Dog owner's are residents too.
There are so few provisions for our dogs to run office off leash and none at a beach as far as I know!!!
YES THIS IS DEFINITELY NEEDED.
IT MUST BE PASSED.
Be nice to have somewhere local to surf with my dog.
Can you have a rule stating fighting breeds & greyhounds must be muzzled?
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_dog_fighting_breeds
There is enough place to go for people with no dogs and not enough for dogs and their people
To have fun . Change things up . In Europe we can go inside restaurant with our dogs ! It’s 2021 time for a change Australia !
I would love to be able to take my dog into the beach where he can run freely.
There is an ample off leash dog area already on the headland above the beach .
Living near the current off leash dog park on the headland south there are often dog fights and unfortunately not all dog owners
are responsible enough to pick up their dog waste. These then are issues of safety and health.
To also expose this quiet secluded area of South Mona Vale beach to these issues is not prudent governance nor is it wanted by
the local residents . Dogs should not be allowed on public beaches as has always been the regulation .
This has been needed for a long time. It is so close to the existing dog park and is not a part of the beach that is heavily used.

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

181

Page 161 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

yes for sure , we need more space , so unfriendly towards animals sydney is.
It’s about bloody time. Yes yes yes
Yes please! So very exciting to have a piece of the coastline for us all to enjoy with our dogs. Great location as it is near the off
leash park and the times available are practical.
Long overdue, and oh so welcome. Cannot thank Council enough for supporting this initiative. Well done to staff and councillors
for making this happen.
The new mixed use pathway down the side of Mona Vale Golf Course is already a safety hazard due to the number of off lead
dogs loose on it; despite clear signposting. This will only make this significant safety hazard worse by encouraging more off lead
use in the area. Until council actually manages the current problem by enforcing the clearly signposted restrictions this is asking
for trouble and someone to get seriously hurt.
A line in the sand will not stop an off leash dog.
The endemic wildlife on the shoreline at Mona Vale Beach is almost none existent now so no need to worry about protecting
them!
Dogs should not be permitted on any beach area in the Sydney basin.
Owners do not keep the beach clean and dogs in the water attract sharks.
Mona Vale already has adequate grass area near the Mona Vale Hospital which is allocated for dogs and it has worked well to
date.
This part of Mona Vale Beach is perfect for off leash dogs it's not heavily used at any time of the day or year. Off leash between
4pm & 10am is a good start but it should be extended to throughout the day.
This must happen
It’s vital we get at least the south end of Mona Vale beach for our dogs. The doggies need more off leash play spaces where their
life can be enjoyed with their owners. It is such a healthy way for dogs and families to enjoy the outdoors together. Just do it!
!!!!
YES - it's been far too long (I remember Station Beach proposal 25 years ago)!
40% of Northern Beaches residents are dog owners and the only legal beach spot is Bayview. Please, this must happen.
Come on Council. Lets have some areas to enjoy with our dogs.
The key issues are
1. How will dogs be limited to the area designated on the beach?
2. How will dog owners be made responsible for their dog’s droppings? This is an ongoing issue in existing offleash areas.
3. Traffic and parking are already issues at busy times. If approved this is likely to attract significant additional visitors especially
on weekends. How would this be adequately addressed?
Those irresponsible dog owners who do not take responsibility for their animals' behaviour at this location make the proposal
unviable
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SOUTH END MONA VALE BEACH; You'll be taking away that pristine area away from the whole of the general population. And
giving it to a relatively small percentage of dog owners to use exclusively. It will be uninhabitable for swimmers, sunbathers and
their families. surfers, walkers and especially runners. You won't be able to leave any towels or articles of clothing unattended in
that area.
It isn't easy and sometimes impossible to clean a dogs faeces and urine out of soft sand. Which means that the areas not
affected by the normal daily tides will go uncleansed for extended periods of time. The combination of faeces, urine and hot sun
are bound to create very unpleasant smells in a hot summers day and therefore creating a potentially severe HEALTH RISK for
anyone that passes through the area and even the dog owners and there families that may come into contact with the unseen
faeces particles.
I also suspect that Council is placing the ratepayers in a situation where they could be sued if someone could prove that they've
contracted a disease or infection from the large amounts of dog urine and dog faeces that would be concentrated into such a
small area.
Given that the headland above the proposed beach site is already a large "off leash" area. Dogs like to run free. They don't care if
its on a patch of grass or on a beach. So just keep them on the grass.
I live opposite an "off leash" dog park and I also ride my bike through the Bayview dog park 3 times a week summer and winter.
I've seen first hand that these "dog parks" get used for little else other than "dog entertainment" as the amount of excrement
that is not cleaned up by the dog owners. Sometimes the waste is picked up put in the supplied plastic bag and hung in the branch
of a tree. Not a partically pleasant decoration for those that walk/ride through the park. Virtually every tree and its surrounds gets
urinated on numerous times EVERY DAY.
So why not find more parks with trees for the dogs and leave the beaches for the humans?
Cheers
I don't think that dogs should be on the surf beaches with or without a leash except over the off season after surf patrols are
finished. The problem is with the monitoring of the times during the day/night. A seasonal approach is easier to monitor.
We are in desperate need of more off leash areas across the entire Northern Beaches, especially locations which have access to
swimming areas.
I often swim at this end of the beach with my children and I do not want dogs off their leash running all over this part of the
beach. Their is a large dog running area on the grass above and to have these dogs on the sand would make it unbearable for
people on the beach sitting and swiming. This is a ridiculous idea as there is a lage save area above for the dogs to exercise and
socialize.
So close to the dog park it would be wonderful for this to be available to dog owners and their pooches.
That particular area as far as I know is not used as much as the northern area, and so long as people pick up after theirs dogs I
think it’s a great idea
This would be an absolutely wonderful amenity for us to exercise our dogs.
It would be appreciated if there were bags made available for those owners who forget on occasion and lots of signs advising
owners to be responsible and pick up after their dog.
About time.
Y try he best ocean side choice for dogs as it’s barely used by people
Please change to have it off leash 24 hours a day or half days
This will extend the availability of the off-leash area at Mona Vale above and offer a wonderful playground for the dogs and their
owners.
100% support this proposal. We need more off leash areas in this area.
I think it’s a great idea with the times not impacting too much on the general public. There are no dog surf beaches close in the
area. I’m even happy if the hours were from 4.30 or 5pm.
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I oppose the proposed dog off leash areas for many reasons.
If you go to Robert Dunn Reserve in Mona Vale (a dedicated off leash area) on any early morning there are already dogs using the
beach despite the signs clearly saying that dogs aren't allowed. They also have them off leash on the path along side the golf
course where they are often in the protected dunes areas and chasing animals and birds.
Many owners are too occupied by their phones, coffees or friends to notice that their dog has gone to the toilet and so don't pick
up up after them.
You can often see the remains of a bird that's been attacked.
Despite walking there most mornings I have NEVER seen any rangers monitoring the situation in the reserve or on the beach.
How will council manage this situation ongoing and ensure that dogs are only kept to the permitted areas on the beach?
Many dog owners are irresponsible and don't manage their dogs properly. They allow them to run up to anyone and everyone
without any concerns or respect that the person may have a genuine fear or phobia. They may think their dog is happy and safe
but not everyone wants a totally strange dog jumping all over them or chasing them if they're just going for a run. Whilst the park
has some boundaries the beach doesn't and how is this going to be managed, the dog could just go wherever they want.
How is the dog dirt going to be managed and controlled?
Given there is currently no management or control over an area with some easy to spot boundaries Council need to really
consider how the boundaries will be managed to keep the dogs and owners in the dedicated areas before approving this.
This is a great idea. Consideration could be given to extend it further north. Another possible idea would be to allow on leash dogs
access between 10am and 4pm.
Yes please.. this would be such a release for people to walk their dogs. But please dont do it just to take it away because one
person does the wrong thing. Its not fair to the 99% of people who follow all the rules.
Long overdue. How can the central coast have a dog exercise area on just about every beach and yet we can't have one. Just
because a few rich NIMBYs think they own public spaces as well as their own grotesque wealth. Everyone should be catered for
and many people such as myself do not have kids and have a dog instead that they would like to go to the beach with.
So few beach areas for dogs that this would be great. We use the dog park there and it would be lovely to be able to access the
beach .
Bayview dog park is so crowded because of the limited access for dogs to water.
A very sensible suggestion as this is not patrolled by life savers and thus swimming is discouraged. It is a fairly remote area and
easily accessible from the current dog park.
I have visited Robert Dunn Reserve many times and there always so much dog poo on the ground, it’s extremely disappointing.
To allow this off leash area to be extended to be on the clean beach is environmentally irresponsible of Council. I understand the
Dog group would be a strong lobby group, but our environment is far more important and we need to protect it now and in the
future.
I agree 4pm until 10am 7 days a week perfect.
Hurry up & approve it
Great Idea
More spaces for off leash dog activity is fantastic and the ability to share the beach with the dogs is amazing.
It would we great to have these areas, The current areas are very busy.
We need somewhere to let the dogs cool off and have s swim, Bayview gets so crowded and zero parking at weekends!
Keep dogs off beaches... and definitely if off leash. Babies, kids ans wild life are more important for our communities than dogs!
Especially off leash...
Need to make sure owners pick up the dogs mess
No dogs off leash on beaches please!
Great council is providing opportunities for the many dog owners to have an off leash beach area
It would be much appreciated to have more off leash areas.
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The location is suitable as it lies within close proximity to the dog park, new shared pathway, car parking areas and can make use
of existing pathways down to the beach.
I am concerned with the likelihood of dog faeces being left on the beach as many owners currently do not pick up after their dogs
in the dog park. It is often littered with dog faeces. Council will need to address this issue and the maintenance required to keep
the beach environment clean, as a habitat and for other users, particularly children.
Please consider the need for off-leash dog beach accessibility. Having time restrictions is a good start to allow the general public
to share access to the beach.
Dogs belong on the beach
This is an area immediately adjacent to an existing off-leash dog park. I have walked on this beach (without my dog) at various
points in the day, and it is hardly used by anyone, just a few surfers. It would not inconvenient anyone to have this as an off-leash
beach, especially in the early mornings and late afternoons/evenings. I have never seen any plovers nesting in the dunes or on the
sand, so I do not think there is any risk to the environment if dogs were to be able to run free on this beach. We currently take our
dog to Bayview to swim, but that dog-beach is so overcrowded in summer that one can barely move for dogs. Even so, I can count
on the fingers of one hand the number of dog turds that I have seen on the beach at Bayview, and I have been going there
regularly for over nine years. I therefore do not think dog mess will be a problem if dogs are given access. Rather, it will be a
wonderful family recreation area for those families who have a dog, providing exercise, fresh air and the endorphins needed for a
healthy mind. Please consider the needs of the 60 per cent of people who own dogs who are only asking for 3 per cent of the
ocean beaches.
The percentage of residents who own dogs in the area and would greatly benefit its huge, and there is minimal impact on other
users based on the North curl curl area.
Much needed area for dogs. Will eradicate illegal dog walking on beaches
Great for humans and dogs
It would be a great addition to the Northern Beaches to be able to exercise our dog off-leash on an ocean beach.
We need this!
It's the perfect beach for off leash as no one uses it otherwise.
This would be a great way to improve quality of life for many local residents, while also creating more space for off leash dogs so
that the current parks are not over crowded. In a COVID world we are facing huge amounts of loneliness and mental illness, and
having a dog and living near the beach are two things that can substantially improve mood and increase connections with others,
as well as nature. It would be so great if we could take our dogs to the beach to have even greater joy!
These times are fair to everyone, QLD has vast amounts of their beeches dedicated to off leash dogs and they are always clean
and fun. Come on, let’s get with the program
It's unclear how dog owners will access this section of the beach and what will stop dogs from accessing areas that are not offleash dog areas.
Mona Vale also needs a fenced off leash dog area as the nearest ones are the 2 in Avalon. I propose an area of Progress Park in
Warriewood.
I strongly support this proposal. My dog and I regularly visit family in Mona Vale, and being able to exercise together on the beach
is something I've hoped for since my dog was a puppy. The proposed area is very logical. Can't wait.
We need more in the area only Bayview it’s actually scary at the weekend too many dogs and I’m afraid I’ll lose my 2 we need
more options please
I walk in the area all the time and owners do not pick up after their animals (faeces). They let them off lead then turn to talk to
whoever they are with. I am hearing time and time again that people are taking dogs that are aggressive and letting them off lead.
While in theory the idea is good, I cannot see that people will respect this and keep the area faeces free. The area is sensitive and
needs to be preserved and protected.
The area should be bigger, at least 500m, ideally 1km. We need more off leash beach areas for dogs on the northern beaches and
this beach is ideal but should definitely be larger!
Such a need for this along the northern beaches - fully support and would use!
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More areas please! Around North curl curl to dee why area.
this is a very quiet beach and cannot see why dogs cannot be allowed to go there
This is a great idea
Yes definitely but for longer hours. Mostly locals who will use this during the week so it should be all day for off leash area.
As with my comment on Palm Beach - this is long overdue, the Beaches have so many dogs and families with them, and the lack
of open space in general and water access in particular needs addressing, and quickly! So 100% supportive of this.
It's hard to believe this unscientific proposal presenting a number of serious health and related issues once again arises without
any attempt to address previously documented issues and concerns with 'dogs on beaches'. These serous concerns have been
well documented and the council would be fully aware: http://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Dogs-Proposal-for-Offleash-onPittwater-Beaches.php
Extracts from this submission include: 'The problem with dog poo
Dog droppings pose environmental and health risks. The number of dogs in our shire increases every year and this can
unfortunately result in an increase in the amount of dog droppings in public areas such as parks, footpaths and beaches.
Dog droppings contain nutrients and can be washed through the stormwater system into natural waterways including lakes, rivers
and beaches. Excess nutrients in our natural waterways can affect aquatic and other wildlife. They encourage algae blooms that
can lead to reduced oxygen levels in our waterways.
Health Risks
Many diseases can be passed from animals to humans, even if the animal is showing no signs of ill health. Some of these diseases
may be spread by direct or indirect contact with animal faeces.
When dog faeces are left in public places people may inadvertently come into direct contact with it or it may be washed into
waterways following rain bringing swimmers and other recreational water users into contact with the disease agents contained
within it.
The main types of diseases that people can pick up from dogs and their faeces include salmonella, E coli, campylobacter, giardia,
cryptosporidium, roundworm and ringworm.
In NSW the Companion Animals Act makes it an offence to not pick up dog faeces in a public place with a fine of $275 applicable.'
No attempt is made to address these and other issues in the submission. How can the proposal be taken seriously? Please explain.
John Golden
44 Neptune Road,
Newport 2106
johngolden50@gmail.com
...
Perfect spot and what a great initiative to support dog owning members of the community. Long overdue.
Dogs love the beach too and there needs to be more locations where owners can take their dogs for exercise and enjoyment.
Fully support proposal.
I now live in a unit in Mona Vale and often walk in this area .
While no longer have animals as a companion pet responsible dog owners need more such areas. Well trained dogs need such
areas.
With Covid19 dogs as companions more essential for mental health of many residents.
Would be great and helpful to those working full time to add during the day (after 10 and before 4pm) during autumn/ winter
seasons when it’s cooler. If this can’t work, maybe during the week. This is because I won’t be able to get to the park until after
5.30 when my working day finishes but could attend in the middle of the day as part of my Lunch break.
remove the time restrictions
The community is desperate for somewhere we’re we can enjoy the beach with our pooches. It would be fantastic if I could swim
somewhere with my dog (somewhere that’s actually swimable!)
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Would be a dream come true! No disturbance to people without digs and finally the option to stroll along the water with the
dogs. Please make this happen.
I don’t believe we need dogs running around and disturbing people relaxing on the quiet side of the beach and shitting all over
the place.
A long overdue requirement
Not everyone does the right thing picking up their dogs poo and you can’t pick up urine and it wouldn’t be nice lying on sand that
would smell from being peed and pooped on !
Most dogs are friendly and would happily jump all over someone lying on the beach trying to relax ! I wouldn’t appreciate a wet
sanding dog jumping on me !
I have also seen dog peeing on peoples belongs sitting on the sand at the dog beach/park at Bayview and owner can’t stop that as
their dogs are not on a leash and even if they are on a leash no one can control a dog cocking it’s leg to pee !
Area has no hard boundary and dog owners will not stay within area designated.
I fully support the proposal. As long as people clean up after their dogs then dogs should be allowed on or off leash. Propose hefty
fines for dogs who are off leash and not properly trained
both proposed areas would be a great benefit for dog owners and non owners.
I used to live in Wahroonga and would travel to Bayview dog park every week purely to access the waterfront dog park. I then
moved to newport because of that access for my pets to the waterfront. However Bayview it is very busy at times so additional
areas are needed.
As for non pet owners, In my opinion they also visit Bayview to walk around and enjoy watching the interaction between the
dogs & the waterfront beach.
It goes without saying, walking and playing with your dog at the beach would only enhance overall physical & mental health for all
involved.
Thank you for the forward thinking proposal.
This is very much needed for our local community.
I support more dog off leash areas
Current dog poo is not cleaned up at the dog park. I cannot imagine trying to go to the beach and having to dodge these “land
mines”. Until there is a scan to enter and DNA poo detection I am against this proposal.
There aren’t enough off leash areas on the beaches. Our pet dog has been critical this last year in maintaining our family’s mental
and physical health. Providing more spaces to maintain our health and wellbeing is sound policy from economic and health
perspective.
This is a quiet beach next to a busy dog park. It is a good starter site for allowing dogs on beaches.
On-leach during other times.
Dog ownership has quadrupled and the park at BAyview is extremely busy on weekends of people enjoying the water with their
dogs. As Mona vale beach is accessible from the present dog park it makes sense to share the beach. At the moment it is used
illegally by some dog owners.
Excellent incentive, its made sense for a long time.
Perfect area for this. Well done Council.
This will be very popular, demonstrating that Council is doing the right thing. Please be sure to empty the bins regularly so as to
keep them tidy.
Travelling Australia with dogs I know how important dog friendly beaches are. We would go out of our way to stay in towns with
df beaches. No DF beaches ...No visit.
Maybe a handrail to assist older folk with access?
Amazing and much needed, thank you.
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We use the dog park by the hospital regularly throughout the year and it has become very popular as it allows bigger dogs to run.
My dogs also love getting wet and it would be amazing to let them hit the surf. I really hope that the community is able to
compromise and let our dogs have some fun.
As long as it is policed i.e pick up dog droppings by owner. I also believe it should have restricted dates . After Easter and before
start of summer 30/ 11
Already designated dog parks in the area, i.e Bayview. Unrestrained dogs can which are poorly trained can threaten beachgoers,
especially children. These new proposals if approved will almost certainly lead to and uptick in un-remedied defecation on the
beach. Bad idea for public sanitation and safety, as shown in areas where dogs are commonly taken of leash, Curl Curl, Long Reef
and so on. Also a mention of threat that poorly trained pose to wildlife such as birds and seals.
Fully support this initiative which would allow use and enjoyment by many of an area of the beach that is hardly used by anyone.
I think is a great idea. A pop up cafe joint then would make it perfect.
There are not enough places to walk dogs on beaches in the area so this would be great.
No problems with the times proposed since it means that dog-shy people can enjoy walking the length of the beach during most
of the day.
But the the 45 meter distance from the escarpment seems strange. It will be impossible to enforce. Are you going to have rangers
running around with tape measures?
However, if the 45 meter limit is there to protect endangered birds or other wildlife perhaps another location needs to be
considered.
With the increase in housing on the Northern Beaches (particularly Warriewood) we require more space for general living. With
the time schedule this won't impact other beach goers and will only improve the lives of dog owning (majority?) NB residents.
This is an excellent initiative. I think many of the northern beaches could function with time share off leash areas - longer in
winter and more brief periods in the summer.
I think there is a way for people to cohabitate to improve our quality of life and ensuring reserved areas fir beach walk with dogs
seems a very good compromise.
Longer time period for off leash would be beneficial
Off leash time at collaroy is recommended
Finally!!! This is such a good proposal for the area. The stretch of beach is a perfect extension to an already successful dog park
area. I highly support this as a local resident.
Fantastic idea!
Could it possibly be early 3pm or later finish 11am. Also does that mean you can take you dog prior to these times on leash?
Would be a great location, given direct access from the existing dog off-leash area. Councils north and south of Sydney manage to
have plenty of dogs allowed beaches with no apparent issues. Would be good for all the dog owners on the northern beaches to
have this option.
I fully support this trial of the off leash area in Mona Vale beach. It's about time we create more off leash areas for dog loving
families. It has been hugely successful in creating a strong community in the central coast. The more spaces we create the safer
they are as people have more options and you don't end up with 100's of dogs in one small area due to lack of off leash zones. I
would like to see more beach zones open up. Narrabeen to Collaroy is a huge stretch of beach that would also be great to have an
off leash area.
50% of Households have dogs- and there are bot enough dog parks!
Great to see this in the works but it should be 24/7 (not time restraints). After trial potential to make the area larger to the north
as well.

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

188

Page 168 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

I’ve been living in cooks Terrace for nearly twenty years and Northern beaches my whole life have been a dog owner the whole
time. I think it’s a great idea and so do so many of my dog owning neighbors.
There are nowhere near enough off leash areas in our council. Half of us are dog owners and we need space that both our dogs
and we can enjoy.
This area is great however it would be good if an off leash area (even an enclosed area) could also be set up at Dee Why - a
densely populated suburb, lots of dogs, yet no off leash dog area at all?
Dogs should be allowed off leash at our beaches.
We need more places, provide poo bags and there is no issue.
People make more ness than dogs, let’s become more like most other coastal areas where the whole family including dogs can
enjoy a day at the beach.
Great idea and will be ideal for everyone that want to exercise their dogs
During winter months when the beach isn’t as busy, have some time allocated for dogs during school hours.
Absolutely support an area for dogs and families to enjoy the beach.
No time restrictions
This is a fantastic idea. We visit Bayview off leash dog beach every day but are constantly wishing for variety of beaches to visit on
the northern beaches. Our pup absolutely LOVES off leash time at the beach and we feel this is the only thing lacking for the
northern beaches.
It would be fantastic to have another local off leash water stretch for the dogs. So many dogs in the northern beaches, it would be
fantastic to use this space near the headland off leash site. Please approve!
Thank you.
Glad NB Council is looking after dog lovers
With dogs allowed to play on Mona Vale headlands it is cruel that they can not go to this small area of beach for a cool swim or
run on the sand. Rarely used and mostly by locals, this area is perfect for our pets and families to enjoy time together. Please,
please make this a space for us all.
I do not support this. Would like to see this area conserved for passive recreational use - walking, running, rather than for dogs.
It would be great to be able to visit during the day. Could you have 24 hour access a couple of times a week, like Wednesday and
Fridays?
totally in favour / way overdue. works successfully in queensland why not here / we have not had 1 beach for dogs to exercise
and swim / high dog ownership in nbc/ existing unleashed dog areas under immense pressure since covid and more people
working in suburbs which is increasing dog attacks- more areas needed urgently to alleviate pressure
I grew up on the northern beaches (Church Point, and Mona Vale beach was my local), and am still a regular visitor. I currently live
next to an off-leash dog park. Absolutely noone observes the rules and they take the leash off well before the park. I must see 50
off-leash dogs directly in front of my place (which is supposed to be a leashed area) on a daily basis. Then the owners yell at their
dog at the tops of their voices (usually directly outside my bedroom window) because the dog is not behaving. It disturbs the
peace.
It’s unlikely the owners will keep to the off-leash area, particularly on a beach, which then ruins it for everyone.
It's a great idea but it's such a shame that the timing is so limited. I would love to visit from Frenchs Forest in the day/afternoon
but in the winter months especially it would be very cold after 4pm and get dark too early by the time I got there. It would be so
wonderful to be able to go earlier, even around 2pm so you could have a swim also. It's great at Curl Curl you can go anytime but
the water quality there is often very questionable indeed.
Finally! this is just wonderful! thank you all for moving on this and enabling a safe place for dogs and their families and families
without dogs to access out beautiful beach!
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Absolutely not.
I often go to this end of the beach as it is more peaceful & quiet.
My children are scared of dogs too.
My dog loves the beach and this would be so great to have an off leash beach on the northern beaches!
This would be a great area for dogs as Rowland Reserve at Bay view is getting very crowded,
there are plenty of bins and doggie bags already provided , we are going to Mona Vale Headland with our 2 dogs every day and
find that dog owners there are very responsible in controlling their dogs and picking up !
As a suggestion we would recommend a doggie bin and bags at the entry and exit of the proposed area , it is law to pick up after
your dogs and then there would be no excuses!
We really hope this proposal could be agreed on , it would be great!!
Looks like there is only 250m available on the south end of Mona Vale Beach, (according to the above image), with the curve of
the land and rising water plus high tide. During high tide, more than 1/3 of the designated area will not be available. Increase the
area to 500m to accomodate high tide.
It would be wonderful to have an off leash area in Mona Vale beach
This would result in a large influx of traffic filtered into a very small area of beach.
This is a public beach patronised by local residents. Allowing dogs on beach would make it prohibitive for bathers and beach goers
to access at all times.
The volume of dogs into such a small space will likely lead to environmental damage and faeces polluting the beach and dunes.
There insufficient parking at the park that would be used to access the beach.
Perhaps consider opening up ALL beaches with restricted time access, for example prior to 7 or 8 am, and after 4 or 5pm
Great idea!
This would be a fantastic addition to the off leash park above the beach at Mona Vale
This is really, really needed.
I fully support this. Ocean beach access for dogs should be allowed in more places. Please consider part of Curl Curl beach also
(next to the current off leash area) since both current proposed locations are in the north of the peninsula.
Any off leash beach areas would be very much welcomed however I would also suggest the times be extended so people can go
to the beach through the day with their dogs.
Great start but for the Northern Beaches to be leaders in beach accessibity for all (at least in Sydney) we would need access 24/7.
We are out of step with other cities around Australia in not being able to go to beach during the day with our dogs.
Perth beaches and Copacabana beach on the Central Coast are prime examples of peaceful and issue free examples of beach
sharing between humans and dogs.
Most dog owners are very responsible, however, because of the ones who are not, I don’t trust this idea won’t end up in dog poo
left all over the beach. Regardless of how many bins etc are provided. Additionally, I don’t want to have to worry about my
children being bowled over by a free range dog while they’re at the beach. I love dogs, but I don’t support this idea.
I think it's only fair to allow dogs to have an opportunity to enjoy a section of the beach, at least during specified hours of the day.
I love taking my dog to the dog park but there are obviously times whereby I'd really enjoy a stroll along the shoreline with my
pet, who is a valued companion for me as a single person.
The initiative seems logical given that the dog park is so close.
A similar scheme works well on the South Coast at Narrawallee beach ( Shoalhaven City Council)
24 hrs access all 7 days
Yes, this part of the beach is usually only used for walking people only.
It’s very normal to have off leash areas for dogs on most beaches. Concentrating all dog off leash areas to only a few spots leads
to dogs contracting illnesses like kennel cough easier as the dog parks become higher traffic areas
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I support the proposal 100% but feel that 4pm to 8am is a more realistic time that would impact other beach users less.
The suggested changed times are more in keeping with other beach areas around Australia
The Northern Beaches community is a very active group, and a large percentage of residents have dogs who required excercise
and socialisation. As long as the dogs are under the control of their owners, and are cleaned up after, there should be no reason
why a section of the beach could not be allocated for families with dogs. Of course dunes and wildlife areas should remain
protected, but most dog owners are already aware and considerate of these environmental priorities. Dog owners are very
limited in the Northern Beaches for trails and walking areas. This would be an enormous asset to the community, but I would
suggest allowing dogs without time and day of week restrictions. Not everyone works Monday to Friday, 9-5.
Make it 24/7
This is a perfect location for beach access for families with dogs. Easily accessible from the dog park in the headland with
adequate parking.
At present this section of beach is not widely used.
Please Please Please get on with this Northern Beaches Council - you are failing over 50% of residents with the lack of recreational
space for families with dogs.
Ok with the idea in essence, but council needs to make sure there’s ample bags and bins for the poop. And also needs people
there handing out fines when they don’t pick it up.
There are so many areas that I can’t take my small kids now as there’s poo mines everywhere. Longreef, manly, Bayview…I’d hate
to see that happen in other areas
The Northern beaches has many dog owners and we are amongst them. Currently, there is only Rowland Reserve dog park which
gets overcrowded, and on busy days people drive from the upper north shore and down from Avalon.
I think both these proposals will take the burden off Rowland reserve and will give dog owners space to take dogs for vital
outdoor time. The Northern Beaches could lead the way in shared spaces and help bring Sydney out of the uptight cul-de-sac it
has found itself.
It is a fantastic idea that is long overdue.
It is a massive shame that NBC is so far behind most of NSW and this would be a step in the right direction. I've visited many
beaches that are dog friendly and found an overwhelming majority are clean with dog owners ensuring they pick up all droppings
as well as other rubbish that is frequently left on beaches.
Yes provided there are huge fines for anyone who leaves dogs poo behind. HUGE fines!
I wholeheartedly agree with this proposal. It is a step forward in the evolution of our area.
Fantastic! About time - it's the perfect spot for it, with a typically quiet end of the beach and existing dog amenities at Cooks
Terrace park (e.g water drinking bowl, plentiful poo bags and easy parking).
Mona Vale dog owners have the best dog park in the world at Bayview. People who walk the beach every morning and evening
will now have other peoples dogs inflicted on them. Whenever you make a beach or park a dog area you exclude other people
from using that area. Nobody wants to sit or walk where a dog has done a wee or a poo, even if it has been cleaned up. We don't
want to listen to other people's dogs barking, or chasing around. If you make it early and late, dog owners ignore the time
restrictions and other people have to put up with their dogs at various time of the day. As it is, dog owners ignore the No Dogs
signs at many beaches. At Mona Vale Basin, Northern end, and Bungan, there are dogs there at any time of the day, especially
early morning or late in the afternoon, when they think the rangers won't catch them.
You can't go anywhere without having to share with other peoples dogs. Cafes, pub, beaches, parks. Can we please have some
dog free areas. Give dog owners their own area, preferably not a pristine beach, give it to them 24/7 and keep them off our
beaches.
Growing old waiting......
Yes would be perfect for the dogs to cool down especially in the summer time after playing at dog park on Mona Vale headland
There are enough dog parks etc. The dogs will go after the wild life and run way further than the proposed 300 meter. Beaches
should stay clean, to walk on with the little ones
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1. We do not need to give a pristine beach area to dogs for their exercise and enjoyment, the dogs would be just as happy and
get as much exercise if the dog "Off Leash" area was in a semi rural area within NBC area. Dog owners want off leash area on
beaches not for the good of the dogs but for the convenience of the owners.
2. This area of Mona Vale beach does not have vehicle access for emergency vehicles/personnel or police when a dog fight or
attack occurs.
If times became a further discussion I would prefer to see 3pm to 10am (or 4pm to 11am).
We're so excited to have more offleash dog friendly beaches. They are a great way to get the family active outside and to meet
other members of the community.
This are of the beach is seldom used during these times, and is an excellent spot for the community to enjoy with their dogs.
Great area for exercise and social interaction. I fully support this proposal and would use it regularly.
I think the time frame on the weekend should be extended, say 3pm to 11am Saturday and Sunday.
should be twice as big there is enough area to share
Well done on this project. With such a high density of dog owners in this area more off leash areas are in dire need. I would love
to see this sort of implementation at all beaches. As a dog lover I’m not blind to the odd owner not doing the right thing. I think to
be successful in this endeavor it has to be policed (ranger) to ensure one or two trouble makers does not spoil the benefits for the
majority of other owners.
Lets get this happening
Excellent idea
Please provide more beach access for dog walkers!
Yes, so many of us have dogs who love the beach, let us have some more freedom, i promise to pick up all the poops :)
This would be so great, our dog loves digging in the sand and running free on the sand.
I understand other people’s concerns but we make sure we always leave the beach how we found it (holes filled in too).
It’s a mutual respect for dog owners and non dog owners, even so there’s so many other beaches on the Northern Beaches for
those who don’t like dogs.
This would be amazing thank you.
Don’t mind which beaches but a dog friendly beach is a great idea and long overdue
having lived in the area for many decades i see this as a great low risk area for exercising dogs and providing a great improvement
in terms of public facilities.
This particular part of Mona Vale beach is not busy even during the height of summer with most beach goers, in particular tourists
(who may not know the area), frequenting the flagged area at the northern end of the beach accessed via the main car park.
The proposed area includes both a level access and stepped access which is important for less mobile two legged and four legged
visitors.
I think this is a great idea - my pup absolutely loves the beach, and having more than just Bilgola is great!
This is a relatively pristine beach, used by many residents. Covering it with dogs when there's a park at Cook Terrace is not
supported
I believe the dogs get so much enjoyment out if being on the sand and rolling , digging jumping at waves. I have a King Charles
cavalier I live at Narrabeen and my puppy of 8mths of age thinks being able to do all these things is so exciting. I feel being of lead
could be at the owners discretion. But Long leads of 8metres are a great idea, with using a long lead for this purpose the dog is
still under your control and can be monitored and kept safe and still under the owners control. I think this is a great idea ...
This would be very welcome. It has been discussed for so long and so much has been promised but never given. Please let this be
the time that all rate payers, not just the rich ones, opinions are considered.
Yes I think this would be fantastic and possibly fine those who don’t pick up there dog waste
This would be great though in winter perhaps the time could be adjusted to 3pm - 10am?
The northern beaches is in desperate need of more off leash dog areas. The current areas available are too busy and overrun.
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I think this is a great initiative!
It’s about time!!!!
would love to take the dog the beach. it is a life changer. will not have to do a separate trip to the beach as I can take my dog with
me.
On-lead dogs permitted at all other times.
This would be great.
Would love for there to be an off leash area in Mona Vale. Makes it a desired place to live!
Extend time to 11am and better accessible pathways to beach.
Much needed water area the dogs can enjoy with their families
This is a great start and potential for more beach areas to be added.
Totally support ! As a dog owner , I would love to have more places with water to go with my dog , as she loves swim , and
beaches are the best so we can enjoy together.
Please provide more rubbish bins to encourage cleaning up after dogs. Also providing small bags will aid in keeping dog poo off
the beach.
do it
Great initiative - dog bags and bin should be made available and reminder to keep it clean.
Great idea
Yes-yes-yes
Having a specified area on the beach would be fantastic. Hours are fair but could, perhaps be extended in mid-winter.
A great idea for the area!
We are dog sitters up there who use the Dig area near the old hospital every time we are up there and look longingly at the
usually empty beach below for a frolic with the dogs.
I think this is a fabulous idea and will provide great community amenity.
4pm to 10am is very restrictive,it is dark by 4pm in Winter,I think having some sections 24 hours or at least from 12pm so the
dogs owners can enjoy a swim with them when the sun is shining
With the timed provision for dog access, this allows both dog-owners and general public to use the ocean access for health and
recreation. Ensuring that enough waste disposal bins are available will encourage dog owners to keep the area clean.
I think this is a good start, however there is a need for dog off lead areas on the mid northern beaches Such as between
narrabeen and dee why.
Excellent idea for dogs and their humans! Please pass it :)
Not many people use the beach in this area and it is not patrolled by either Mona Vale or Warriewood SLSC, making rescue
difficult for swimmers. The only exisiting dog beach in the area if is Bayview, which is far too small for the number of dogs that
use it, resulting in frequent dog fights (I no longer take my small dog there for this reason). For these reasons I strongly support
the proposal for an off leash dog beach in this area at Mona Vale next to the existing off-lead area on the headland.
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This proposal is not sustainable for the local area for 3 reasons:
- increasing the number of offleash dogs in the area
- traffic and parking
- resident amentity
Increase of unleashed dogs:
While the area proposed is small, the local dog owners have no track record of staying within the boundaries of what is allowed.
For example, countless dog owners currently walk their dogs off leash on the path toward the unleashed dog park. If challenged,
they will usually tell you that they are on the way to the dog park as if that makes being off leash okay. So there is no way that
many of them will leash their dogs on the walk down toward the unleashed area.
In addition, if the beach opens up between mona vale and warriewood, warriewood will become a defacto offleash beach as dogs
don’t understand artificial boundaries in the sand.
Already we have to deal with multiple unleashed dogs on warriewood beach (I can see 3 right now). This is giving the green light
to more. No rangers ever seem to patrol or fine dog owners.
Parking and traffic:
Narrabeen Park Parade is already a difficult street - narrow road, parking on only one side, difficult to navigate with the buses
coming down the street.
The street cannot accomodate residents from all over the beaches crowding into a small street with no proper car park to take
their dogs to the offleash beach.
Resident amenity:
I’m absolutely sick and tired of picking dog poo up off my lawn. I don’t want any more of it.

There is already a really good dog park directly above the proposed, on the headland. The existing dog park is the really nice and
more than adequate as it’s never too busy anyway. Why let dogs run around and cause mess and ruin the beach when they have
a good space to play already
Increase off leash times so northern beaches locals further away than mona vale can access. There is hardly anyone using this
section of beach all day long. Make it on leash for the middle of the day if it’s not possible for all day, though I can’t see why this is
not possible, there is so much beach for people and so very little for dogs and owners
This area is suitable as does not get absolutely packed. Usually. However I think some time frames might be good such as open
for dogs between 4pm and 8am or something similar.
As a resident being able to access a clean beach that my dog can swim along with the family is one of the reasons for having
moved to the LGA. I agree to the sectioned area however without time restrictions would be ideal.
More off leash areas are needed on the Northern Beaches for responsible dog owners. This is a great step forward.
We need more off leash areas for our fur babies. We are the only area that doesn’t have dog friendly beaches on the east coast.
It’s so nice for them to be able to cool down in the summertime.
Great proposal in general though Why not all day? 10pm to 4am is a joke. Who walks a dog at 4:30am??
Wonderful!
Extend the times in winter if possible! The Northern Beaches needs more beaches that are dog friendly! This will be a great draw
card to the Mona Vale community.
Just have a look how everyone’s making it work but Sydney needed to do this years ago
Great idea, well needed and well away from the primary bathing beach. very supportive!!
Im not in favor of giving dogs access to any Northern Beach, but this area of MV could be suitable if it was time restricted.
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Great initiative, would love to see this happen
It would be a really wonderful place to take my dog and would work really well as it is close to the off leash park.
My family and I would support the change for northern beaches council to become a dog inclusive area. Taking lead from the likes
of northern nsw, central coast and south coast it is a shame to see dogs so un-welcome in an area full of families with dogs.
The whole headland is already for dogs of leash area. I surf at South Mona a lot and amount of dog crap on the headland is
disgusting, so many irresponsible dog owners and we definitely don’t need it on the beach as well. If you think that by 10 am the
dogs and owners will leave the beach your kidding yourself.
Brilliant idea! It’s the perfect spot away from the beach goers near the flag area.
It would be great to extend the hours during autumn to spring to all day as there are hardly any sun seekers at this end of the
beach. They tend to be surfers that don't lie at the beach. It would give families and opportunity to go to the beach with their
whole family (including pooch).
Great idea
This is long overdue and a wonderful experience for the community however I would also like you to consider adding another
section of beach closer to the Manly end of the beaches. The dog friendly area around Curl Curl beach could be extended and also
cleaned up - there is a lot of glass pieces in the sand down there.
Perhaps a section along the northern end of Dee Why / Long Reef. Not many people at those ends.
Thank you.
This is a wonderful suggestion for dog families.
Please allow this proposal to go ahead.
I love dogs
Currently nowhere on the northern beaches where I can surf and we can have a family day at the beach with the dog. This is very
much needed.
This would be wonderful to have more places dogs can play on the sand. I think the times of 4pm-10am are fair.
So many people with dogs now we have to accomodate. Too many restrictions in Australia for dog owners. The majority of
people do the right thing. The hours are quite short though? Not too many people go to that area anyway as it’s too far to walk
with kids.
I think it is long overdue
It’s incredibly important to provide more areas for to be available for dogs and their families that enjoy the water. The current
areas are either too small, too far away or too polluted for safe swimming. The south coast of nsw should be used as an example.
Majority of beaches are dog friendly (leashed) which allows dog owners and families to spread out and enjoy the beaches without
impeding on those who may not like the company of dogs. Please allow this to proceed.
There is a severe lack in dog friendly beaches in Sydney, and fully support this proposal!
This would be a great addition to the dog park already at the location.
We need more dog friendly beaches on the Northern Beaches, and the location for such in Mona Vale would be perfect
Perfect location with the existing and popular off-leash area.
There are very limited off leash beaches for dogs in Sydney. It would be great to have an area where dogs can frolic on the beach!
:)
I regularly visit the adjacent dog park and I am so pleased with how well trained all manner of visiting dog are. I am sure the
owners would take care watching their loved pets on the beach also.
This would be so good! Especially off the existing dog park.
Yes, with no time restriction, currently there are no ocean beaches with dog off-leash areas on the beaches.
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I will use it. I think it is a fantastic idea. The Northern Beaches doesn't have enough off leash dog areas. Most households have a
dog. It will be good for the community. I wouldime to see more off leash dog beaches on the Northern Beaches.
I have concerns about off leash dog areas on beaches. As there are no visible or physical boundaries of the off leash dog area on
the beach my concern is that the dogs will go beyond the off leash dog area and/or the owner may not be able to get the dog to
come back. This could result in the dog jumping or running into someone on the beach.
I have personally experienced being jumped on and scratched by dogs at a couple of beaches on the northern beaches (not off
leash dog areas). One time was to protect my then 3 year old son from being jumped on by a running dog twice four times as big
as him.
Unlike a designated off leash dog area in a park which is usually a wholly designated visibly defined area that people can avoid. A
beach does not have that.
There is also the issue of dogs defecating on the beach and the owners not picking it up so it washes into the ocean and then up
on our beaches. Every off leash dog area I have walked past on the beaches has dog faeces everywhere.
I am against off leash dog areas on Mona vale and palm beach
Massive yes. The vast majority of our community dogs and dog owners are responsible and respectful of both the dog loving
community and the dog anxious community. This proposal allows a fair and equitable balance for all. Consideration should also be
given to Turrimetta /Little Narrabeen beach as an off leash dog beach during similar hours.
I use Mona Vale beach everyday to swim in the ocean and to run on the sand. ( I am also a dog owner of 2 dogs, so I do like dogs )
I do come across dogs off their leash every day (anyway) and find often that I have dogs chasing, jumping on me whilst exercising
most morning. I find that owners don’t care and that it is annoying and frustrating. So I don’t support Mona Vale south being a
leash free beach for dogs.
This is exactly what the northern beaches needs! This is amazing
The northern beaches currently has NO dog friendly surf beaches. This would make many families lives so much more enjoyable
and would prevent people illegally taking their dogs to Turimetta
Please please please give us an off leash beach area!
Would love to share more of our beach space with dogs and their owners
Love this idea....
The Northern Beaches needs more off-leash dog areas, especially beaches. The Mona Vale South is well suited to the proposal.
I have recently moved back from Byron where humans and dogs live in perfect harmony on the beaches! As do they in the rest of
Australia! NSW needs to stop being so backward and look at the statistics of local families with DOGS!
Would like a beach around Curl Curl that is also dog friendly
I’ve lived on the beaches all my life and have always wondered why there wasn’t a dog friendly beach on the northern beaches
like they have on the central coast and manly other places. Love the idea and hope everyone else supports it too
Yes - absolutely needed!
We the increased number if dogs , I wish Dee Why would offer an ‘off leash dog area’.
There are already several off leash dog areas nearby. As a dog owner myself I object to the destruction of such a beautiful beach
to serve such a few selfish dog owners.
More space needed for dogs
This also needs to be considered for the middle of Dee why beach and Long reef beach
It would make more sense to me to move the 300metre area further north starting where it currently ends as it would affect less
people who don’t like the idea. Many people use the very south end - not so many the middle section
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I would love to see this change and fully support the trial of an off leash dog area on the northern beaches.
We need more dog friendly spaces
I think this area should be extended an FCC the hours longer especially in winter months. It is not ideal walking your dog on the
dark.
This makes perfect sense.
I am so excited to have some more dog friendly spaces in the Northern Beaches. It's one of the least dog friendly places I have
been and this would go a long way to improving the quality of life of my dog and my family. It would mean the world to us to be
able to take our pet out with us to these spaces.
I am not in support of mixed use areas (I.e. part of beach is for this, part of beach is for that). In my experience that never works.
Unfortunately dogs (and many dog owners) don't obey the signs/rules, meaning they will interfere with people (especially young
children) who don't want to be jumped on, licked and barked at by dogs - they just want to go to the beach and play in the sand.
A far better solution are dedicated off leash dog areas (and dedicated areas where dogs are not allowed). I am all in favour of
more off leash dog parks being built, and would go so far as to say it would be good to dedicate a beach/bay to dogs. But having
these mixed areas is not a long term viable solution (more complaints, more dog attacks, more tension between dog owners and
non-dog owners etc).
A fence/sign is meaningless. Whenever I am at South Curl Curl I am amazed at how many dog owners just disregard the signs.
Please don't ruin more of the northern beaches.
Segregate the dogs in their own areas please.
Yes absolutely! It’s hardly used down that end! More exercise for our best friends and us!
Every time beaches in Sydney go off-leash, dog poo starts piling up on the sand. Look at Long Reef for example. I'm not blaming
the dog owners, if your dog runs off it probably will want to go to the bathroom, and if it is off-leash you might not see it.
Dog poo on beaches ruins beaches for everyone. Why do this to please a few noisy dog-owners, to the detriment of the beach for
everyone?
This is the most stupid idea I have seen. Dogs 200 meters away from a national park? Come on guys get a grip. There has already
been evidence of a dog off leash attacking the local seal. If you let this pass you are going to see an increase in dog on dog attacks,
dog on human attacks and dog on wildlife attacks. Please be sensible about this. The time allowed is way too much, 4pm till
10am? And two beaches? Please just consider utilising one beach, preferably Mona vale due to it being further away from any
national parks.
My dog loves the beach So this would be amazing! Thank you
This would be a fantastic place to have an off leash area. It is easy to access from Robert Dunn reserve and is not as well used by
swimmers and surfers as Warriewood Beach or the North end of Mona Vale Beach. It is so good for dogs to have somewhere to
swim :)
Excellent location already frequented by dog owners fairly central to the beaches.
For goodness sakes. Just get on with it and do it. There is MORE THAN ENOUGH SPACE for everyone and their dog !
Although I would prefer it to be an off-leash beach all day, I understand this is a trial. I would hope that if it was successful and
became a permanent off-leash area, that the restricted times might be reviewed and extended.
In addition, in order for the trial to be successful, I would hope that there are dog poo bags provided for those who forget them
(there is always someone) and extra bins o ensure the easy disposal of dog poos.
Also, at least one fresh water tap and permanent dog bowl will be essential, similar to that at Rowland reserve, Bayview.
I welcome the trial and hope to see it a success.
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Absolutely, the Northern Beaches desperately needs a dog beach. The Eastern Suburbs has so many, even Mosman has 2, it’s
crazy that an area known for its relaxed beach atmosphere doesn’t even have one.
The south coast has many dog beaches with the times for dogs and no dogs and it works really well.
And yes you’re always going to have a couple of lazy owners who won’t pick up after their dogs but if you have bags and bins the
majority will appreciate what you’re trying to achieve and do the right thing.
You could also consider next to Curl Curl
Lagoon (on the other side from the flags) for doggos to enjoy too
Can’t wait!!!
Times are not suitable for people who do not live close to take their dogs to the beach. Make some daytime times available also
Council must supply bags and bins at all times.
So excited for this to happen. My partner and I constantly go to Avoca for the day just so we can take our dog on the beach and
swim at the same time. Would love if the hours were extended a little!
Some people will never pick up dog poo and ruin it for everyone else.
Why doesn’t council consider giving dogs their own dedicated beaches .
Turimetta and Bungan Beach in my view would be good locations as they are under-utilised and have a defined delineated
boundary by their cliffs .
Turimetta is 350 Metres long so more than the proposed 300 metres at Mona Vale
Already Mona Vale South is pretty busy .
Why not share the load around the district . Mona Vale has a dog area on the headland and Rowland Reserve is nearby so I do
think expanding locations is beneficial .
Dogs could freely use the whole area of both beaches cliff to cliff and it would lessen public safety issue with dogs & humans if
there is a dedicated area.
Mona Vale beach is one continuous beach so where does north end or south begin .
Dogs will inevitably stray into both because there is no physical geography separating north from south.
Mona Vale Beach is already busy so I think that council should spread the load .
Also I do expect Council to do an environmental impact on the sea grasses at the southern end of Mona Vale as they are exposed
on the low tides .
Sea grasses and marine life should be given consideration when assessing suitable locations.
In any case that’s my feedback , I am sure everyone has an opinion on how to get the best use out of our beautiful suburbs for
everyone’s benefit.

Excellent!!! Please proceed as this space is urgently needed for our furry friends
24 hour dog access would be better so we can enjoy the beach in sections with friends AND our dogs at the same time.
About time!
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There is a large population of dog owners on the Northern Beaches- particularly after COVID- but there are currently no beach
areas to take the dogs to. The existing dog unleashed areas are overcrowded which results in the risk of more dog attacks. Dog
beaches have been successful in Queensland for several years. Litter bins could also be provided on the beach to encourage
people to pick up after their dogs. There is less chance of residents that chose to live near a public beach being affected by
additional noise as there is already a dog park there. And that end of Mona Vale beach is rarely used by the public at that time. It
would improve the lifestyle factor of the northern beaches for the people who love their dogs and want to spend time with their
dog at the beach.
Fair and equitable access for everyone is important. There is no justifiable reason not to progress this when this area is so under
utilised.
Extend the perimeter north, where the golf course starts.
A superb idea! I regularly visit the park above this beach area, and virtually every time comment to my wife how deserted the
beach is. So it would be difficult to sustain an argument against sharing the beach, particularly as such a vast expanse to the north
is still dog-free.
I only hope that Council provides adequate facilities for the provision of dog-poo bags and their convenient disposal so that
owners can do the right thing. That really means a collection area on the beach as people will be less tempted to properly behave
if they are required to carry the used bags with them for the duration of their stay down at the beach.
Yes great idea. Mona Vale Beach is big enough to accommodate a small section for dog access.
Absolutely support off leash dog area in the beach at Mona vale - would be so nice to enjoy the beach when I take my dog for a
walk - at the moment I do a dog walk or a beach walk for myself so to combine the two would be fabulous. Dogs love the beach!!
Why from 4pm?
This part of the beach is practically unused.
By having set times you are just causing additional problems and issues.
This should be a 24 hour dog beach, this makes it simple and easy for the Northern Beaches residents
As a resident that frequently uses both the beach and existing off leash dog area in Mona Vale, I 100% welcome this proposal as a
sensible location for off leash beach access.
I also welcome the times offered as part of the trial and would also propose that out of Daylight Savings time, this is extended to
commence at 3pm.
I think it’s about time the northern beaches offers an off leash area on the beach for dogs!!!!!!
Sigh, where to start? Firstly there are already dogs on the beaches, I have never seen any council worker enforcing the current
ban. Turimetta and Bungan have dogs almost 24/7 so why not use one of those, at least the locals will be used to it. The beach is
not a natural environment for a dog there’s no “humanitarian” reason to let them on there - chasing sea birds is not vital to their
wellbeing. Making it legal for dogs on one beach will lead to more dogs on more beaches. The beach is one of the few places
where, if you are lucky, you can be free of dogs. If you take a stroll across the Robert Dunn Reserve, you’ll get a feeling for how
much excrement to can expect to appear on the beach for the kiddies to play in. Anyway I feel like I am probably wasting my time.
You put signs up in the dog park where the majority of visitors will be in favour of the plan, but not at the north end of Mona Vale
beach where the majority of people begin their beach walk and will no doubt be surprised or disappointed to be challenged by
dogs at the other end.
Northern beaches needs more off leash areas for dogs
South end of Mona Vale beach would be perfect as it is further away from patrolled area and below the off leash headland park
We would love somewhere to go as a whole family of 4, including our little 5 year old shitzu-x. We love going up and down the
coast of NSW purely for the dog beaches and think this will benefit the area immensely!
More access for dog owners and dogs is essential for the benefit of local residents
The area should be extended south to the escarpment to enable use of the existing access
Importantly restricting access time to evenings/early morning discriminates against those whose working part term does not
accommodate this. - I would like to see 24 hour access
Dog poo, people do not clean up. We walk there regularly
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I fully support this proposal and welcome to the introduction of access to part of the beach for dogs.
It's a big beach, with plenty of room for sharing.
Properly trained dogs are low impact and enjoy the freedom and interaction with other dogs. It should go ahead
This is a great initiative. As an owner of a rescue dog with separation anxiety, being able to get into the ocean for my own mental
well being, whilst with my dog, without having to drive to the central coast, will be wonderful.
Having enough council sponsored off leash dog areas provides a sustainable solution to the fact so many more people are getting
dogs. Especially an ocean beach for dog owners on the Northern Beaches
I think this is a great addition for the community. The current off leash area is very popular and by adding in beach access is
extending the zone. Also great exercise for owners getting up and down the paths.
This would be well received by dog owners. With a large percentage of residents owning dogs this is welcomed.
I would love to take my 2 dogs to the beach. Not only is it great for our dogs, I see it as beneficial for the whole family as they love
to get outdoors and enjoy the fresh air and exercise with our dogs.
I wish the dog section could always be open to dogs as restricting the times makes it difficult for the family to enjoy the beach due
to other commitments. I don't understand why there can't be one part of the Northern Beaches that can be available to dogs and
their owners to enjoy at all times.
Every second person on the beaches owns a dog or two. They all want to exercise or go outdoors with their dogs. We have
endless national parks but of course no dog could possibly be walked anywhere in there. So this beach access would be greatly
appreciated by a great number of constituents.
Allow dogs 24/7, not just 4pm-10am, the beach is big enough!
Yes I 100% support this decision. This section of the beach lines up with the dog park and is empty most of the time - so why not
let our dogs enjoy it? Our community deserves to share our beaches with every member our our families.
Yes this would be amazing for all the doggies that love the water!! Pls pls pls I hope this passes!!!
Many people on the Northern beaches own a dog or two and love to get out and exercise with them. As it is at the moment there
are few parks and no beaches that allow dogs on them. Mona vale beach should have an off-leash dog area at all times of the day
to help incentivise a healthy lifestyle.
Much needed. We need more off lead dog areas in northern beaches.
Please consider a hand railing down the steps to the beach?
Do not like dogs to approach me or the children. Do not like the poo and wee.
Further to this mv would than turn into a dog park for all of the visitors from st Ives and beyond as it is easy access. With the
completion of the road I expect it will be much busier on the beach than it has been. Dogs would add to this. Please don’t
approve!
People are spoilt for choice, people with dogs not. Let’s make this happen!
Finally, some inclusive space for the 61% of house holds who own a dog. The beauty about the trial proposed is that if it doesn’t
work it can be revoked. What’s not to support?
Dying for more off leash areas!
Perhaps you can try something like 3pm to 8am at other beaches as well?
The southern end of MV is not used extensively so why not put it to good use and let the community and their furry friends utilise
it. Your proposal to mark the unleash beach area have in line and in proximity to the headland off leash area makes good sense.
The headland is a popular area for dog’s especially big dogs, so it will be nice to have more space for the dogs to run around and
be able to have a swim.
This will be a great addition for the community.
This will be a great addition for the community.

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

200

Page 180 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

Extend area N and S
Very happy with what’s proposed
I support the proposed Mona Vale off leash dog area but would like to see this area heavily policed during the trial.I use the
Shelley beach off leash dog area on the central coast every Saturday morning and about 5% of the dog owners do not pick up
after their dogs. This gives all dog owners a bad name and ruins it for the responsible dog owners.The selfish people who don't
pick up after their dogs should be given $500.00 on the spot fines- no exceptions even during the trial
All day would be nice, there is no where in Sydney where kids can have a day at the beach with their dog.
This is needed and an embarrassment it’s taken this long to take action.
A third dog beach is needed on the southern northern beaches. Suggestions would be reef beach or northern end of Dee why
Great idea as that section of beach is adjacent to the dog park, and also quite exposed and unsafe for swimming normally.
Already have a dog beach at Bungan Beach.
Why spoil a beach with dog poop?
Already have dog walking area above the beach by the hospital
What’s the point?
Yes!!!!! This is the perfect spot
Not enough beaches for dogs and family
I love dedicated dog parks especially on quite beach strips. They bring a great sense of community and encourage outdoor
activity and wellbeing.
This would be a lovely off leash area for our dogs on the Northern Beaches as it follows from the dog park up the top. We do not
have anywhere near enough places to take our dogs, so this would be great. It’s my local dog park now, it would be even better if
we could take them for a run on the sand too.
Please open the hours up for early mornings as well and longer hours. Say 3pm-11am. This gives 4 hours in the middle of the day
for those beach goers etc where there won’t be dogs about. I think that is fair.
I don’t believe dog owners have adequate control of their dogs to allow unleashed access to beaches. Dog population numbers
have exploded on the northern beaches of late, and already, there is a severe lack of rangers policing current off leash areas adding more places would stretch rangers even further, and it worries me greatly that such designated areas will be one
problematic. No dogs allowed on curl curl beach yet EVERY evening I see lots of dogs running free on the beach with no
consequences to their owners! Without policing, irresponsible dog owners won’t do as is required
Perfect area to run off the dog park headland
I propose that the start and finish times are after 5pm and before 9am.
I was not keen on the idea when I first heard that this was being planned as we live on Coronation St, Mona Vale and we are
concerned about an increase in dog attacks. This proposal will attract people and their dogs from outside the area. When there
are too many people and dogs in a small area it can become hectic and people don't watch their dogs as well because they
become distracted by other dog owners and their dogs.
I am also concerned about dog poo being left on the beach and this spoiling the natural environment.
I think people who would be using the space would need to adhere to very strict rules such as: only using the space in the
designated hours, otherwise facing a heftynfine; picking up their dog poo or else facing a fine; ensuring their dog/s are supervised
appropriately at all times whilst off leash; if their dog has shown signs of aggressive behaviour in the past that they refrain from
using the space.
There is a large dog park on the headland, so I feel it is not necessary to designate this part of the beach for dog use.
We need more options than Bayview dog park, we take our dogs to the Mona vale dog park all the time and would love access to
the beach (we take them on the sand anyway)
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I am a dog lover and dog owner and regularly walk in the off leash dog park on the headland. The proposed off leash beach area
is also my favourite beach going spot.....including swims before and after work.
My concern with the proposal is that the current off leash area always has significant amounts of dog faeces in the grounds,
despite the many dog waste bags and bins provided. I am also concerned about poor dog ownership/training of dogs and their
interaction with beach users.
That said - after a recent trip to the Gold Coast and having lived on the Central Coast, where off leash dog beaches are very
successful, I think it is worth a trial.....a heavily patrolled and inspected and reviewed trial!
Thank you for considering the proposal and listening to our concerns.
Maybe the space could be a bit larger?
Could council please improve the steps so it's safer for the elderly with their dogs?
Having a beach close by where I can take my dog to run on the beach would be epic
It is important for a dog's development to have large areas for dogs to move as nature intended. This leads to better behaviour
and fewer problems for Council in the neighbourhoods associated with resource guarding and boredom barking.
Should be bigger area
It would be a great idea. As I see dogs there already quite often.
It would be fantastic to have a dog friendly beach area so close to the dog park, to let the dogs have the oppurtunity to run on
sand/swim. This end of the beach usually appears quite deserted anyway.
Northern Beaches has too few off leash access points to the beach. I would be happy to see another one between Narrabeen and
Collaroy.
Its a great extension of the existing dog park
I’d love to. I go there every time with my kids and it’s so disappointing the beach is a big NO because we have our fur little one!
It’d be lovely to come down all together to the beach! And that bit is always empty! Not many people go there, it’s mainly the dog
owners who go there!!
Makes sense as this flows on from the grassy dog walking area.
I think it should only be small hours. When we lived in Qld it was less time so that those enjoying the beach on towels swimming
etc won’t be bothered by off leash dogs. I think it should only be till 7am. As a resident there have been multiple occasions of off
leash dogs jumping all over patrons. There will have to be strict enforcement of rules and cleaning up after faeces. I think it should
be a good 200m away from rock face which will allow beach goers more protection.
Dogs love to run on the beach and in/out of the water. The 300 meters at Mona Vale beach south, are perfect for it. Close to the
existing off-leash area and there are usually hardly any swimmers/kids. I
Absolutely! People and pooches need to be able to enjoy the outdoors together. Designated off-leash beaches are respected and
hugely successful all over the coast of NSW including the Central Coast, South Coast, Northern Rivers etc and beyond in Vic, QLD,
SA, the NT etc. The more off-leash beaches we have in Sydney, the more people and their pooches spread out so any concerns
from residents about being swamped by out-of-zoners can be allayed. Swimming and soft sand is incredibly good for dogs’ health,
fitness and wellbeing as it is for their owners.
Agree wholeheartedly that we need dog access beaches on our Northern Beaches - it will be wonderful
Provided dog owners clean up after their dogs, this is a sound idea.
Our family will love this, thank you, thank you.
Yes please
There will be one or two locals who like to think of this beach as their own, and say people with dogs are not welcome, but these
same few locals have better access to Warriewood Beach next door which is unaffected by this plan. Please don't cave in to the
complainers - let's have a trial.
fantastic idea
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great
As a nearby resident who regularly walks through the existing dog park at the end of Cook Terrace, I am concerned on a number
of fronts.
1. people cannot be trusted to pick up after there dogs either because of inattention or lack of care, civic duty.
2. The dog park is very popular and is usually very busy with people and their dogs. As I am sure most of the people would prefer
to be on the beach with their dogs, the proposed small beach area would get highly congested and crowded displacing other
legitimate beach users.
3. The fenced off 'nature area' of grassed dunes between beach and existing dog area would not be protected from the dogs and
their owners, thus destroying this fragile ecosystem.
4. High chance of dog faeces being washed into the surf, contaminating swimmers and surfers
5. High chance of children, playing in the sand, uncovering and being contaminated with dog faeces and other dog borne diseases.
5. I can see this section of beaches becoming extremely popular with dog owners with many people, including out of area people,
travelling to this area to use the 'dog beach'. This beach area is highly populated and used and loved by the nearby residents.
Opening it to many visiting dog owners would destroy the beach amenity that so many of us enjoy.
6. It will bring more cars and traffic to the quiet local streets which will make them more dangerous for children and particularly
people trying to access the Mona Vale hospital services.
Absolutely support! It is wrong that Pittwater has no beach areas for dogs and their families. We water-loving dog owners deserve
a small patch of beach without fear of a large fine.
I strongly support the proposal although I don't understand why the times are so constrained. I am a dog owner and frequently
walk my dog in the park near the hospital and rarely see anyone on the beach below the dog park. There is so much free beach
for those not wishing to interact with dogs, that to reserve a few hundred meters for dogs to swim and play is not unreasonable.
With the popularity of dog ownership on the Peninsular it is extraordinary that facilities are so few in this area, and am delighted
that this has been suggested.
It makes sense right near the dog park!
People don’t clean up after their dogs through the golf pathway and through the dog park. It’ll be the same on the beach.
I want clean sand for my young children to play in.
Currently too many limitations for dogs, with public areas and national parks. Greta idea.
But why limit it to the hours proposed. People like myself who do not work locally would be extraordinary limited within
proposed hours
It would become a dog park for people from wide and far, when the new road is finished we can expect car parks to overflow.
NO PLEASE, no dogs on the beaches. There is a dog park at winnemery bay, where no one without a dog dares to come.
Like other council areas both north and south which I’m sure have been looked at , and that allow unleashed dogs beach areas
,this proposed area will provide exercise and so much positive behavior from our dogs , please consider this proposal as an
absolute necessity
More off leash areas for dogs and their owners are needed for the northern beaches. South Mona vale beach is not a very
populated beach for swimmers as it is not a patrolled section of the beach which makes it perfect for dogs to run around and
swim at.
4pm to 10 am is a little restrictive across the day even from 3pm would be better
The issue with having dogs off the leash anywhere is who will police behavior of dog owners? Dog owners seem to think it is OK or amusing - to allow their off the leash animals to jump at passers by with impunity. Very few dogs are well trained. The majority
when called, rarely come back to their owners...and possibly 20% seem to think everyone in their vicinity are part of their
playmates. At any given day if you walk along the beach you will see dogs roaming off the leash on both Mona Vale &
Warriewood beaches, often excited by the waves and barking their brains out, not to mention defecating on the sand. Should you
suggest to an owner this is not OK you either cop a lot of abuse or the usual response is "it's OK the sea will clear it up". Of course
there are some responsible dog owners, but when it comes to dogs on beaches they are in the minority. I think this is a bad
proposal where dogs will roam the length of Mona Vale beach and the quiet enjoyment of the beach by dog-less walkers and
normal beach goers will as usual be trampled over.
Great idea so long as the dog owners maintain active responsibility for their dogs behaviour and there are penalties applied by
council rangers if they don’t
Yes definitely we need a beach off leash area for our dogs
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Love it
On the beaches we do not have enough Dog beaches. We fully support this proposal as both a local and a dog owner. This
southern area of the beach is generally very quiet and a great area for the dogs to have a play
I would even be happy with an ON LEASH allowance in the designated beach area ... just to allow for dogs walk on the beach
(sand and waters edge) like they do on the Gold Coast beaches. Such a shame as a local resident to have a dog and beach but
can’t combine both on our daily walks. Thanks
Fantastic proposal, happy with the plan the way it is.
Absolutely 100%. We are so far behind other councils and waist so much money on reports it’s criminal. Dogs are good enough to
keep our airports safe , guide the blind , companionship for the elderly and depressed . Give back and show them some respect .
What’s a walk on a beach. That’s the least they deserve.
Can't happen quick enough. Northern beaches need to be a leader and catch up to the rest of the coastal council areas that have
off leash dog beaches
A local beach for our dog community and their owners is well overdue! Love this initiative!
Absolutely not. Dog parks exist for a reason.
This is an excellent idea.
I am very supportive of this, and think the space and time frames are reasonable
definately NOT not fair to all local swimmers and surfers, a magic spot that will be ruined by too many dogs and owners, they
already have the magic of the grassed headland, and thats fair!!
I oppose the proposed dog off leash areas for many reasons.
If you go to Robert Dunn Reserve in Mona Vale (a dedicated off leash area) on any early morning there are already dogs using the
beach despite the signs clearly saying that dogs aren't allowed. They also have them off leash on the path along side the golf
course where they are often in the protected dunes areas and chasing animals and birds.
Many owners are too occupied by their phones, coffees or friends to notice that their dog has gone to the toilet and so don't pick
up up after them.
You can often see the remains of a bird that's been attacked.
Despite walking there most mornings I have NEVER seen any rangers monitoring the situation in the reserve or on the beach.
How will council manage this situation ongoing and ensure that dogs are only kept to the permitted areas on the beach?
Many dog owners are irresponsible and don't manage their dogs properly. They allow them to run up to anyone and everyone
without any concerns or respect that the person may have a genuine fear or phobia. They may think their dog is happy and safe
but not everyone wants a totally strange dog jumping all over them or chasing them if they're just going for a run. Whilst the park
has some boundaries the beach doesn't and how is this going to be managed, the dog could just go wherever they want.
How is the dog dirt going to be managed and controlled?
Given there is currently no management or control over an area with some easy to spot boundaries Council need to really
consider how the boundaries will be managed to keep the dogs and owners in the dedicated areas before approving this.
Have been a local dog owner for thirty years. Would be amazing to sit our local beach with my companion/therapy dog.
Current off lead dog areas are too few therefore too crowded especially with larger dogs. This is becoming unpleasant and can
cause added risks of dogs running into people and becoming territorial. Allowing access to more areas will reduce the congestion
in the current locations including parking issues and shared cycle/ walking paths eg narrabeen lagoon path, long reef.
Other council areas manage all sorts of off leash areas including sports fields when not in use, paths, bush tracks and beaches.
Hopefully Northern Beaches will join them soon.
Absolutely support this! We need more spaces on the beach for our four legged family members.
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I am a Coronation Street resident who owns a dog however I strongly do not support that south Mona Vale beach should be used
as an off leash dog beach.
Following are my points of concern:
* many dog owners do not pick up their dog’s faeces at the Mona vale dog park and I anticipate this will be the same issue on the
beach.
* it will increase traffic on Coronation Street and Narrabeen Park Parade which is already congested due to the new ambulance
station, current and future building works, COVID clinic, early childhood clinic, the palatine care unit and the rehabilitation unit
not to mention the patrons who frequent the Mona Vale golf club and chose to park this end of the course plus all the surfers and
beach goers who access Mona Vale beach from Coronation St.
* it will encourage people to visit the beach in the dark causing a safety issue to both dogs and owners. Keeping an eye on a dog
in the dark is near impossible let alone picking up after it.
* Mona Vale beach is a small local beach used for many an activity including picnicking at south Mona. This is impossible to do at
the dog park, from personal experience every dog wants to join in with your picnic by jumping on your rug and trying to help
themselves to your food. It’s very unpleasant. By allowing dogs on south Mona Vale beach this will entirely eliminate the
possibilities of picnicking.
* Many families with young children use south Mona Vale beach due to its protective aspect. This will be unsafe with free
roaming dogs. I feel dogs will dramatically inhibit the use of the beach.
*Certainly not all beach goers like dogs and not all dogs like beach goers.
* I have 3 sons and a husband who surf. They like to go to the beach barefoot and I dare say they don’t want to be standing on
dog poo on the way.
* I run on the beach and don’t want to be standing in dog wee and dog poo when I run.
I live near the beach at Mona Vale and I am a home owner and rate payer. I regularly walk north to south. Even now, although
illegal, I see people walking their dogs on the beach or sitting on the beach with their dog/s. I have contacted the ranger on many
occasions about this. Not all, but many, allow their dogs to run loose, pooing in the sand with abandon. None collect the poo and
most don’t even notice as the dogs have run km away. I have a dog so I am not anti!
I am strongly anti the opening of the southern end of Mona Vale Beach for dog use.
Absolutely necessary and doable!!!
Extend hours during winter so there are more hours of daylight
I hope NBC can recognise the positive impact this would have on a significant part of the electorate
I venomously disagree with south Mona being used as an off leash dog beach.
There is a need for more off leash areas on the northern beaches.
Love this idea! Thank you for considering.
I completely support having dogs on this beach. It has been a very long wait.
That part of the beach is not visited by people much and shy not have it as a place to be enjoyed by locals and their pooches
Yes please. Approved!
Am concerned about dog faeces polluting the beach and water, at that area and washing around to Warriewood. Many dog
owners are responsible however, many aren’t great at picking up their dogs poo even at the park. I believe this problem would be
worse at the beach.
Trialing on 2 beaches puts too much pressure on the infrastructure and communities surrounding those 2 beaches.
A trial should proceed on all Northern Beaches beaches at certain times and on certain parts of the beach.
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Will create traffic congestion. Parking issues. Dog owners don’t pick up dog poo. The beach is used for family fun and picnics.
Impossible to enjoy with dogs weeing and pooping everywhere.
Dogs are part of people’s families and deserve access to beaches.
Dogs already have access to the dog park and Bayview beach. Please don’t let then ruin south Mona for the rest of us. We use
south Mona to fish, surf and picnic with mates. Dogs will make this incredibly difficult. They poo and wee everywhere and lots of
times the owners don’t see it or pick it up because they get distracted socialising. I love dogs but not at south Mona. Please don’t
allow this to be approved.
Amazing idea! Already a dog park up top and a beach that doesn’t have easy access for people due to the hill so it is never that
busy so the dogs totally deserve it!!!!! Let the dogs be free and enjoy life!
This is an ideal off leash area with no swimmers there, and good access from South Mona Vale headland.
Please do not allow this proposal to go ahead. Dogs already have access to Bayview beach and the dog park at warriewood
headland where they wee and poo everywhere. Many times owners miss their dogs pooing and don’t pick it up. This will
inevitably happen at the beach making it an unusable place for family get togethers. I don’t want my kids digging in the sand only
to dig up dog poo. Disgusting. We pay huge council rates to enjoy our local beach and making it open to all dog users would make
it impossible to use without the nuisance of dogs everywhere. Nothing is better on a hot summers evening than to wonder down
to south Mona after work for a family dinner/picnic. This will make an end to that. Very upsetting. Please do not approve south
Mona for dog use.
Concerned about increased risk to humans health due to
1 ) dog urine
2 ) dog poop
3) dogs attacking child / human maybe as result of 2 x dogs getting aggressive
4) reduction on quality of mindfulness of humans due to dogs barking / growling , etc
5) reduction in family enjoyment if a member is afraid of dogs , then they won't be free to go to beach during " dog beach
timeframes "
There are circa 28x dog friendly parks in Northern Beaches, lagoons & beaches . In addition dogs are free to walk along suburbs
paths , into shops & cafes .
About time
Dog owners can’t manage to clean up their dog’s sh*t from the Mona Vale dog park - go down there any day of the week to verify
this. Don’t let them now leave it all over the beach where my children swim as well. It’s a health hazard and It’s disgusting.
Fantastic initiative and given it’s only allowed at certain times and on a small section means it will not inconvenience others.
Great idea. Sydney is so anti dog. I really don’t understand it. Most people do the right thing and there are such a huge number of
households with dogs that you’re discriminating against by not allowing us to be able to enjoy the beach with our dog. It works
perfectly well on the dog friendly beaches I’ve been to outside of Sydney.
Dog owners do not respect the boundaries. Just look at the number of off leash dogs on the path beside the golf course
Good choice. Nearby off leash park on South headland. Not many people use this section of beach. Great for dogs to have a run
We need to adapt and get with the times.
Dogs on beaches works perfectly well in SO many council areas around the coastline of Australia.
With the increasing density in the areas dogs are running out of places to be off leash. Owners and dogs alike deserve to have a
beach space which isn’t overrun and offers the surf experience for their doggos.
It’s not like we are short of space for opportunities to achieve this!
About time. Would help the health system as would improve people’s mental health. Nothing better than a play on the beach
with your dog.
We live it a high density area and will be too many dogs if allowed. Will end up feeling dirty like the dog park at Winnererremy
Bay. There is always surfer and don’t agree with dogs being in water near swimmers and surfers.
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(1) “Increased traffic and restricted access to Mona Vale Hospital”: increased numbers of dog owners driving to exercise their
dogs on Mona Vale (South) will worsen the already congested traffic and demand for parking spaces, not ignoring public holidays
and summer holidays.
(2) “Hydrology, water quality and sediments”: concern about fouling of the water from dog urine and faeces, resulting in poor
water quality and an unpleasant swimming environment for people.
(3) “Terrestrial biodiversity”: off leash dogs can disturb wildlife, such as migratory birds, by chasing them and disrupting them
nesting and feeding on beaches.
(4) “Migration to Mona Vale Beach (North) over time”: little stopping unleashed dogs running up to Mona Vale (North), over time.
Unleashed dogs are currently seen sporadically throughout most days from ‘mid’ to ‘south’ Mona Vale Beach…ignoring current
policy.
(5) “Impact on evening beach walkers, runners etc.”; after work/school walks will be restricted, as many, especially young children
are anxious when within close proximity of dogs, especially unleased dogs.
(6) “Socio-economic”: the amenity of theses beaches are valued, particularly the pristine beach and the unique view of the
sunset. A key concern is the change of use from a low-key, pristine informal recreation beach to a ‘dog beach’ that will alter the
character and use of the beach. People who don’t like dogs or don’t want to share the beach with a large number of dogs will be
excluded from the beach in the late afternoons when many people like to use the beach to avoid the midday sun. Families with
children, walkers, bathers, tourists and fishers will be most affected by off leash dogs. Some people who don’t own dogs are
fearful of confrontations with dog owners who don’t follow the rules.
(7) “Waste management”: dog faeces would be left on the beach, or dog waste bags not properly disposed of in bins.
(8.) “Noise”: local residents, tourist, surfers, swimmers and bathers will be affected by dogs barking when they are let off leash.
(9) “Safety of visitors to the beach from dogs”. Other beach users, particularly families with children, the elderly, local residents,
walkers and joggers, are at risk from harassment and unprovoked attacks by off leash dogs particularly in the late afternoons
when they like to use the beach. Many beach users fear that dog owners will not be able to control their unleashed dogs.
(10) “Visual impact of regulatory signs.”
(11) “Public health” concerns from dog urine and faecal contamination, particularly from playing in sand, and walking on sand,
and in the water.
(12) “Impact of dogs and visitors on the structural integrity and stability of the beach.”
(13)“ Migration to other beaches across the Northern Beaches”; any new policies will be a basis for policy expansion across other
beaches
(14) “Marine biodiversity”: A dog swimming area at Palm Beach (North) or Mona Vale Beach (South) is contrary to
Commonwealth, State and Northern Beaches Council legislation and policies. I.e. protection of Habitat for marine species,
particularly those endangered.
Make it happen. Enough said
Strongly oppose the trial of an off the lead dog park at Mona Vale beach
1. No fence means dogs can injure people on the beach or run to another section.
2. Dog droppings ruin amenity of beach for swimmers and surfers but also those who walk up and down the beach for exercise
3. Insufficient parking in the area so dogs will be brought through the main section of the beach to the proposed off the lead area
4. Current off the lead dog parks are not effectively monitored - the timed sessions proposed will not be enforced so general public will lose
access to that section of the beach 24/7
5. Mona Vale beach is too short at 1km from the pool- 300m is more than 10 per cent.
6. There is a pandemic- people use outdoor spaces for exercise, losing access to a space frequently used for public exercise- that is walking up and
down the beach for exercise is untenable.
7. There are already sufficient off the lead water access dog parks in the area. There is one at at Rowland reserve at bayview 3.5km by car.
8. Two off the leash dog parks within such close proximity penalizes the residents of Mona vale.
9. Rowling’s reserve is not well maintained. It smells and there is always some excrement left on the ground and the bins are not cleaned
frequently enough leaving an awful smell. This will also occur at Mona Vale beach.
10. Many people fear dogs without a fenced area they will loose access to a public area.
11. Some dog owners frequently use the southern end of the the basin beach attached to Mona Vale beach as an off the lead dog park. No
rangers ever monitor or enforce the no dogs signs. The proposal will have to effect of both ends of the beach being unusable by families.
12. Proposed changes to Planning laws are set to increase housing density and population in Mona Vale. In these circumstances taking away
public amenities for a privileged portion of the population is untenable.
13. 4pm- 10am is not an appropriate time to lose the amenity of a section of public beach especially in summer, when families with children are
told to stay out of the sun during high UV periods.
14. Without lighting dog owners will not be able to see and pick up excrement if a dog relives themselves 200 meters away.
15. The general public walks on the beach barefoot. Stepping in dog poo, the fear of stepping in dog poo will ruin enjoyment of the beach.
16. Council does not have a strong track record of ensuring dangerous dogs are destroyed. Children, especially small children frequent beaches
with parents. Combining the two exposed the council to risk especially given the lack of enforcement of current rules.
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Off leash beach area not long enough, this should be extended
Plenty of space for a longer one here. Area is fairly quiet and protected by cliffs, could go at least 900m and still not interfere with
anybody.
This beach area is an ideal off leash dog beach, given the proximity to the dog park and the distance from the surf club. It would
be wonderful to let our dogs have a swim there! With so many dog owners in the area, it would be a wonderful community
resource.
Great idea - works on other beaches
We need more beaches for dogs, but need ensure owners are responsible for behaviour and picking up waste
With over 60,000 dogs registered on the northern Beaches, it makes sense to release some of the Beaches area for dog use. All of
the residents have paid money to register their dogs with the council and have a right to access all public areas to use with their
dogs and family. Opening up the southern part of Mona Vale beach does not affect any major parts of the community. Nippers is
not run there, most surfers do not surf there, there are very few swimmers who swim there because it is not particularly safe, ....
it is a perfect spot for people to take their dogs , have a good run around and run back up to the car park.
We need this, the Dog community of the northern Beaches needs this, it is getting very crowded, and very unsafe, at Bayview.
The time period needs to be 24 hours day. I don’t understand why dogs and owners can’t go to the beach area between 10am
and 4 pm.
What a joy it will be to see the beach open to dogs off leash.
My children safety, restricted walking, poo, urine, barking, less parking - especially for hospital visits,
We already have the Bayview Dog park in Mona Vale. The beach should be reserved for those who seeks a calmer and quiet
er space.
One of the most pristine places my family and friends gather with our toddlers. Our mothers group meet there regularly as the
children love the secluded and shaded areas by the rocks. Several of the children get nervous near dogs, even though we have
animals at home. Personally fearful as well, you hear some awful stories about children being mulled, and faces disfigured. It
would be heart-breaking if such an occurrence if something like that happened in our locality; no doubt would make headlines
nationally. Anxiety aside, do not believe dogs would be isolated to the designated area, have seen unleashed dogs half way up the
beach on most days. Also cautious the environment and animal life is protected. Suspect parking may also become a problem,
especially if needing the hospital, as no doubt times will not be mandated....just like now, with unleashed dogs roaming Mona
Vale beach...I have yet to see a Ranger or Council representative take action.
Absolutely necessary for the many families that have dogs - we need to be able to take our kids and dogs to the beach together.
Great space for dogs to exercise.
Make the hours longer. Give access to dogs all day. It's a big beach. There is enough room for everybody
The only beaches dogs can swim on the northern beaches are curl curl and palm beach but both don’t allow access to the beaches
and the lagoons are often dirty and dangerous for their health. The ability for a dog to swim in fresh clean water should be more
accessible on the beaches
This is a fantastic and very fair idea for both side of the debate.
Great idea!!!!!
Dogs scare the native birds
Fantastic
A small area close to an existing off leash area means dogs will not spread far beyond the allowable space.
Currently there are only closed waterways/harbour bays accessible which can be dirty and cause infections when dogs swim.
Open ocean is cleaner and healthier for dogs to frolic.
Limited times avoid disturbances to usual users of the beach, and allows peak times to be people only.
The change i would like to see is that dogs are allowed in that area outside of the restricted hours but on lead.
Dogs can have access to the beach during the day while leashed
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It’s a little used area of the beach, it would be a wonderful freedom for our dogs, and to have a time allowance to use the beach
as in many other states would allow walkers to freely enjoy our lovely beaches.
Yes! Thank you for proposing this. Dogs are a great way for people to connect. People who otherwise would be quite lonely can
take their dog and chat to other dog people. This is great for the community as a whole :)
With off leash times of 4pm - 10 am 7 days a week, there would not be a lot of beach goers on the beach to supervise if dog
owners were picking up after their dogs.
From evidence on the already grassy off leash area above the beach, lots of dog owners do not supervise their dogs - and
especially on the new walk path to Golf avenue, where dogs are supposed to be ON LEASH - Lots of dog droppings on that path
everyday left by dogs of irresponsible owners.
Please just leave Mona Vale beach in a pristine state, have no desire to share my quiet time
with noisy dogs.
Excellent option with great care taken to protect area while allowing use for humans and dogs
Asbolutely YES!
I support this proposal for an off leash area in our community
Beautiful open area to use for all. Many dog owners in this area and with Bayview (Roland Res) already overcrowded this would
be a perfect spot.
The are adjacent to this already STINKS - you want to spread this onto the beach where birds nest?
(1) “Increased traffic and restricted access to Mona Vale Hospital”: increased numbers of dog owners driving to exercise their
dogs on Mona Vale (South) will worsen the already congested traffic and demand for parking spaces, not ignoring public holidays
and summer holidays.
(2) “Hydrology, water quality and sediments”: concern about fouling of the water from dog urine and faeces, resulting in poor
water quality and an unpleasant swimming environment for people.
(3) “Terrestrial biodiversity”: off leash dogs can disturb wildlife, such as migratory birds, by chasing them and disrupting them
nesting and feeding on beaches.
(4) “Migration to Mona Vale Beach (North) over time”: little stopping unleashed dogs running up to Mona Vale (North), over time.
Unleashed dogs are currently seen sporadically throughout most days from ‘mid’ to ‘south’ Mona Vale Beach…ignoring current
policy.
(5) “Impact on evening beach walkers, runners etc.”; after work/school walks will be restricted, as many, especially young children
are anxious when within close proximity of dogs, especially unleased dogs.
(6) “Socio-economic”: the amenity of theses beaches are valued, particularly the pristine beach and the unique view of the
sunset. A key concern is the change of use from a low-key, pristine informal recreation beach to a ‘dog beach’ that will alter the
character and use of the beach. People who don’t like dogs or don’t want to share the beach with a large number of dogs will be
excluded from the beach in the late afternoons when many people like to use the beach to avoid the midday sun. Families with
children, walkers, bathers, tourists and fishers will be most affected by off leash dogs. Some people who don’t own dogs are
fearful of confrontations with dog owners who don’t follow the rules.
(7) “Waste management”: dog faeces would be left on the beach, or dog waste bags not properly disposed of in bins.
(8.) “Noise”: local residents, tourist, surfers, swimmers and bathers will be affected by dogs barking when they are let off leash.
(9) “Safety of visitors to the beach from dogs”. Other beach users, particularly families with children, the elderly, local residents,
walkers and joggers, are at risk from harassment and unprovoked attacks by off leash dogs particularly in the late afternoons
when they like to use the beach. Many beach users fear that dog owners will not be able to control their unleashed dogs.
(10) “Visual impact of regulatory signs.”
(11) “Public health” concerns from dog urine and faecal contamination, particularly from playing in sand, and walking on sand,
and in the water.
(12) “Impact of dogs and visitors on the structural integrity and stability of the beach.”
(13)“ Migration to other beaches across the Northern Beaches”; any new policies will be a basis for policy expansion across other
beaches
(14) “Marine biodiversity”: A dog swimming area at Palm Beach (North) or Mona Vale Beach (South) is contrary to
Commonwealth, State and Northern Beaches Council legislation and policies. I.e. protection of Habitat for marine species,
particularly those endangered.
We need another beach option for the increasing number of resident dogs in the area. It will not have impact on the existing
public use of the beach – mostly used by surfers in the proposed area.
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This is long overdue and as dog ownership has increased during Covid, the council needs to provide more spaces for dogs to play
and swim safely.
This is a geat location near the existing dog area. As a general comment Sydney has long needed a designated dog beach and
these proposals are hopefully the first step in addressing this issue. Hopefully this will confirm reaponsible dog ownership and
more beaches can have a designated dog area aleviating any pressure on these new designated dog beaches.
All day long.
I feel 4pm to 10am times for off-leash are not good enough. You KNOW that people will only go during the warmer hours of the
day. Please make this more suitable.
I live in Mona Vale and would love so much to take my dog to the beach and have a swim at the same time.
Really hope this goes through!!
Brilliant idea
How will this be policed? This will affect fee paying fishing licence holders who frequent this area in low ligh areas. Are rangers
going to be policing this at the proposed times of the off leash zone? Can you guarantee that dogs will not be set off leash before
the start of the zone? I have had my towel and bag urinated on by a dog on a beach which had signs stating that dogs were
prohibited. Why are we doing this to an ever scare resource when there are many other off leash zones that are not used. I am
furious and feel violated by these proposals of rewarding a minority of selfish dog walkers.
This proposal has considable merit and is great addition to the nearby grassy headland area. The proposed dog hours will hardly
impinge on regular beach goers as I woul dthink they are outside of core beach user hours.
I live close to the existing off leash area in Mona Vale and object to this proposal on the grounds that I see everyday the failure of
dog owners to clean up excrement produced by their dogs. The situation is bad enough as it is. Why spoil the beach too?
People already totally ignore the rules and walk their dogs off leash all across Mona Vale beach and as far as I can see the council
take zero action. Particularly since the start of covid I see the same people with dogs on the beach every day and the numbers are
increasing. I would be for off leash dog areas if the rules were enforced in other areas, at all times of day, there are often more
dogs than people on the beach before 8am in the morning.
Also the problem with off leash areas on beach is owners do not control their dogs, I have often had wet sandy dogs run and jump
up at me, and owners think this is fine. Sorry I can not support this proposal.
The off leash grassed reserve is working well. By and large dog owners are responsible and courteous. I see absolutely why there
cannot be access for dogs to the ocean. Surely they have a right to this.
The proposed ocean area is not suitable for swimming and a good choice for this proposal.
This is a fabulous idea considering we have no dog beaches on the Northern Beaches.
Please increase the time to include before 9am and include Warriewood beach.
I am a dog owner who we both love the water and beach. Having an area we can go for a walk together where we both enjoy the
water and beach in our local area would be amazing and such a refreshing change, and positive contribution to the mental health
of our community. A large number of us have mental health and for myself personally the beach is a place I go to calm my mind
and destress. Being able to do this with my best friend (my dog) and enjoy the time together.
I am worried about dog excrement being left on the beach as I have seen it happen so many times in other places where dogs are
allowed off leash. On other beaches I’ve seen dogs poo on the sand and the owners just kick sand over it.
I wish all beaches had a dog zone!!
Dogs already go there, but it is more often than not an unpleasant experience. Leave the dogs in the area up on the headland &
people who don’t have dogs can choose not to go there, whereas the beach should be for all people.
Little kids are often scared of dogs. I have seen little ones run away from them. I have had a dog being aggressive on the beach
also.
The dog excrement on the beach is a problem.
I have seen owners ignore their dogs or simply cover it with their feet.
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Please don’t allow this area to be a dog off the leash area.

ABSOLUTELY NOT please don’t do it the owners don’t pick up their dog poo in Robert Dunn Reserve even although council
provide bags so they’re not going to pick it up on the beach are they - they’ll just cover it up with sand. I’m a responsible dog
owner but a lot of people are not sadly.
Would be preferable to have longer hours in winter due to the shorter number of daylight hours
Be great to be able to have the dogs play in the waves.
Yes. This is a great idea
The off leash dog area at Mona Vale headland is covered with dog poo that owners do not pick up. If owners behave the same on
the beach the dog poo will get covered by sand and people, especially children, will get covered by it. I can't see that it is any
better if the poo gets washed out to sea either. Dog owners sometimes pick up the poo and leave the black bag on the ground.
The black plastic bag will get washed into the sea and become dangerous for sea life. The beach is a safe place for families and
children. Dogs are often coming up to people uninvited and can be frightening sometimes as well as the dog fights that happen.
The beaches are a clean place that people hopefully respect. Dog owners often miss that their dogs and messed and it would be
awful to have dog faeces on the beach.
Awesome, a fantastic initiative! Thank you!
I submit the allocation of 300mtrs for off-leash dogs is manifestly inadequate to the needs of the large proportion of dog-owning
households in the NBC. I respectfully suggest Council consider the presently proposed northern boundary to a line directly
extending from the bottom of Golf Parade to provide approximately 700 mtrs. of beach and surf for dogs. The area is
unpatrolled, used only by surfers and must surely be reckoned as modest being allocated from a 25Km coastline embracing 14
surf beaches.
There are very few beaches that allow off leash dogs, this would be a welcomed amenity to have in our neighborhood. Bayview is
a wonderful spot, but it gets VERY crowded as there isn’t really anywhere else in the Mona Vale area to take dogs for a swim.
Dogs are a part of the family, and people want to spend time at the beach with their pups!
Our furry friends like the beach too
This is a great proposal, mona vale has a beautiful beach and there is plenty of it to share around with all members of the
community, including the 4 legged ones and their families. I fully support this proposal for a dog friendly area of beach at certain
times of day
I have lived in the NB for 71 years and still waiting for a dog friendly beach will this ever happen before I die PRAYING EVERY DAY
I am a dog owner myself but dont feel the need for them to be on the beach - have seen too many people not pick up after their
dogs unfortunately !!
Because it is not healthy - look at the dog parks like Mona Vale, Long Reef and Bayview dog mess everywhere and poo bags left
for other people to clean up. I walk Mona Vale beach and don’t want dog urine and poo on the beach.
Will the area be contained? If not fenced then dogs won't stay in one area. Its the worst place to allow dogs to leave their faeces
as owners will just kick sand over it and then children will dig it up with their sandcastles. Families stay away from dog parks, and
generally only dog owners go to the dog parks. Beaches are open to everyone so how will you stop dogs attacking or becoming
aggressive? The left plastic bags that dog owners seem to leave around will get into the ocean. It won't be good for the
environment. People don't generally sit on the grass in dog parks, yet they sit on the sand at beaches and picnic. Dog owners
cannot be trusted to do the right thing on the beaches and will leave faeces and mess.
Beaches are not for dogs because some dog owners don’t pick up. There are off leash dog parks in Mona Vale and Bayview, surely
that is enough. I am a dog owner but would never take Harry on the beach.
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This is a fantastic proposal. During lockdown many people brought dogs into their home for company. What a marvellous exercise
place for people AND their dogs. Provide poo bags and grateful owners will use them. Most dogs who are allowed off leash
anywhere are well socialized.
Yes I fully support this
It is needed as long as owners respect the other people on the beach by keeping a close watch on their dogs and pick up after
their dogs
Thank you for considering the needs of the community.
Thank you for considering the needs of the community.
Why two coastal beaches in Pittwater region? I can understand why Pittwater residence want to break away from NBC.
I'm very concerned about the environmental impact, animal and sea life.
Dog owners do as they please, with many already on the beaches. No rangers to be seen?
My youngest hild plays on the south side of Mona Vale Beach, they love the cove, rock area and shallow waves. A favourite spot
after school with Mums.
Dog owners have plenty of great places throughout the NB to play; the beaches are where dog anxious children, and yes adult can
play and be without worry.
It area proposed may have an invisible zone, being South, but no doubt owners will do the wrong thing....and get away with it,
venture to north Mona Vale, leave poo, urinate on the sand, bark and disturb bathers, tourist, dog anxious people.
The current dog play areas are weighted to dogs and their owners...when you mixed dogs into an area where they are not the
majority, people are on guard and fearful. The first attack, and there have been plenty recorded, particularily if to a child on the
beach....will not go well with the broader community.
Not many people swim or use the beach here, would be great as an off leash dog area
We definitely need more off leash spaces for dog owners. Due to the shortage of available off leash places, not everyone does the
right thing and is becoming more and more common to find off leash dogs in areas where they are not supposed to be, such as in
protected areas.
Make it the entire beach,finally the nanny state is changing. Nice work guys !!
The areas are very welcome and it would be highly appreciated (a larger area further to the south would be amazing) We are not
particularly dog friendly on our beaches as compared to other jurisdictions and this will make our council even more supportive of
all of its constituents
Great idea. Let the pooches cool off
An excellent proposal and we fully support this time zone concept. In our travels doing a lap of Australia we have seen this work
very well in councils in every state; a few examples that I remember as extremely successful even on popular beaches include
Jervis Bay; Gold Coast; Pearl Beach. As a dog owning NB rate payer for over 30 years I am excited to see my council making
progressive changes and not staying in the past - I believe modern dog owners will do the right thing. Thank you for this
opportunity to comment.
I think it is a good use of that section of beach which is accessible to the existing off leash park. With sufficient facilities including
poop bins and bags available it should be well supported.
Great idea, particularly with the direct connection to the dog park above.
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I support this plan for this off leash area I would like a sign advising owners of the need to protect nesting birds and the dunes so
to keep their dogs away from the rocks and dunes.
But I would support more strongly a plan for people being able to have their dogs on leash on all of Mona Vale beach except in
and near the flag area and the area around the pools and perhaps not between 10 & 4. On-leash dogs are in control, don't harm
wildlife, and their owners obvious for others to see. I don't have a dog but I believe this would be best for everyone and dogs.
Thank you for the chance to comment.
Alison Lockhart
Strictly adhere to hours open for off leash & Rangers patrol when necessary.
That no further areas are dedicated to off leash dogs in this (old Pittwater LGA) as this would ensure quite enough free space for
dogs. That dog owners are fined heavily for non compliance & not cleaning up after their dog. The health & safety of people, their
pets & wildlife should ALWAYS be a priority. Not some loud mouth, bullying, minority group.
provided no dog poo is left on the beach and disposed of in biodegradable poo bags
Best place as dogs can run in part and also now if past on the beach. I would love it and so
would my dog.
Bayview dog area is worn out from too much use - we need both these beach areas.
Please ignore that troublemaker from Pittwater Online News - she's from Tasmania and does not speak for NBC locals. Please also
consider a hose at top of steps for rinsing the dogs - this would be a great help and much appreciated by locals.
Long overdue
Hand rail down the steps would be much appreciated
Yes, just ensure you have doggy bags and bins available so owners can do the right thing and the beaches/parks stay clean. I think
its a great idea. Get people out and about with their dogs. Great social interaction, physical activity outcomes and planning for
open spaces that are community and family friendly..
I think it’s a great idea. Would bring my dog to it.
It makes sense that this should be open. There's hardly any beach goers there besides the surfers whom are in the water the
whole time. Mona Vale is a massive beach and it's there to share. If you don't like dogs you have the rest of the beach to use.
Please do, our dogs get so hot in summer and Rowland's reserve get's so busy with visitors not only from the area but from all
around Sydney.
Everywhere else in NSW seem to have dog friendly beaches so why not Sydney?
Well managed off leash area is essential for this area
Absolutely. Extremely good for mental health to be able to walk your dog on a beach. Monavale South has limited access and only
responsible dog owners would be using the beach.
Fantastic and long overdue!!
You could extend the hours and still not hurt the general public as this beach is rarely used .
I support more off leash dog areas. I would like them to be safe areas for dags and away from crowded public areas as I
understand that not everyone likes dogs.
Amazing initiative!
We recently travelled to Henley Beach in Adelaide who has this policy.
Brings such joy to the community.
This is a much needed area for our dogs to play and walk.
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No please, many dog areas, water play areas for dog owners currently exist, suitable, bays etc. While some dog owners do the
right thing, many do not. No to dog poo and urine on the sands of Mona Vale, South or ortherwise.
South end mona vale is where our mothers group meet, shady, afternoons after preschool. These kids are small, with many
scared of dogs.
The council don't act on any dog owners breaking the rules, so what is stopping dog owners using mid-mona vale beach, as they
currently do???
Afraid over time Mona Vale Beach will become a dog beach which will be a shame as people will not want to walk, jog, swim n the
adternoon due to roaming free dogs. Suspect the times will also not be mandated, so dogs will be roaming all times throughout
the day from mid-south Mona Vale.....which is currently the case, but will be multiplied significantly.
If we need the hospital will the council guarantee parking in the evenings?
Will the council guarantee no birds, wildlife or fauna will not be in danger?
Will the council guarantee dog attack numbers will not increase?
Will the council guarantee young children will not be threatened or hurt by any unleashed dogs sharing the beach?
Fantastic idea. I support the proposal and would use it. Thank you
It will never be possible to limit the dogs activity to the designated area, this will make the whole of the Mona Vale beach teaming
with dogs. Already rangers have no control over the situation, as dogs are on the beach daily.
Providing there are signs stipulating rules , pick up poo, aggressive dogs must be on leads. Council rangers should do Randon
occasional patrols .
Absolutely fantastic idea! Please do this! There’s plenty of room at Mona beach for both beach goes and dog owners.
Love the initiative. Great work Northern Beaches Council. 😀
There’s no off- leash beach that dogs can enjoy surf. Rowland reserve is off- leash but it is not the beach. I strongly agree that we
should open Mona Vale beach for off- leash.
Very much looking forward to enjoying some safe, sanctioned beach time with my dog
It would be great!
I feel it would be very adequate to allow 24 hr access to the dog off leash space on the beach.
Dog owners work at all hours, shift work, night work.
The hours the council proposes is restrictive.
Especially in winter it is too cold for many elder or differently abled people to walk on the beach with their companion animals.
Please review the time limits for all to enjoy their time with their most treasured dogs.
Yes we will be great for our dogs to be on the beach
I know many people and their dogs would enjoy a beach to play at together in this area. There is not many options available so
this is a great option.
I do not support this proposal, thank you.
24/7 hours
Definitely need some off leash areas by the beach. It would be awesome if the starting time was a bit earlier, it gets dark in winter
around 5.30 so it doesn't leave a lot of time for fun on the beach with the dogs. Even an extra hour (3pm) would be really helpful.
I would be very happy to see this go ahead with unrestricted hours
This is a great idea since there are no beaches in the area where you can bring your dog. As a dog owner we never go to the beach
since we can’t bring our dog, so this is a great solution!
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We are daily at the dog park and this would be great for our weekend day trips to spend in the northern beaches instead of
escaping to central coast to do this!
Dogs are part of our family and when we go for swim we want them with us and not leave them at home
100% agree with this proposal. Dogs love the sandy beaches. Diversity is so important.
I walk my dog down there off the leash quite often. Would be great if I could do it and it was actually legal. We are almost always
the only one down there, particularly in winter time. Not to mention every now and then a rogue dog from the dog park runs
down there from the dog park and looks like they are having the time of their lives. Please make this happen, there is very limited
places where we can have dogs off the lead. This would be a dream come true if you made this happen.
Very imp to have off leash dog areas.
Dog owners need some space to walk their dogs. Is this really that much to ask?
Yes absolutely, I think it’s a great idea. It’s the quietest part of the beach!
1) CONTROLLED-DOG LICENCE FOR OFF-LEASH BEACH - I am a local and we own a dog a breed that requires more extensive daily
exercise than many of the currently popular small pedigrees. However I am no longer able to confidently and safely utilise any of
our local off-leash areas. This is due to the increasing high number of dog owners who have little or no control of their dogs, plus
many dog owners who lack key knowledge and understanding of healthy dog behaviour. This leads to conflict and intolerable
behaviour from both dogs and owners, and there is the constant risk of ignorance and threats of litigation from this large segment
of dog owners. Hence any extension of off-leash areas onto our beaches should recognise that this is a higher-risk area to have
dogs that are not under firm control of their owner. NBC should implement a form of ‘controlled-dog’ licence for users wishing to
enter a dog park which links to a beach off-leash area, as proposed with Mona Vale Beach. A strictly accessible fee for such a
licence would be appropriate and, whilst nominal, fees would contribute to on-going cost of governing the off-leash beach areas.
3) NB RESIDENTS ONLY - The newly added time restrictions are welcome and will go some way to reducing the impact on parking
and traffic to these areas. However there is a great risk of increased dog-tourism, with a swelling of especially weekend traffic on
already grid-locked roads, travelling to the area, drawn to try out the ‘dog’ beaches. This would be a negative side-effect of an
initiative who’s main goal is to provide relief on existing dog exercise areas for NB residents. NBC should restrict the use of the
beach off-leash areas to NB residents only.
Council will need to provide monitoring to enforce boundaries and time restrictions, so these resources would simply extend to
also encompass users’ being NB residents who are in possession of a ‘controlled-dog’ licence. This information could be linked
and accessed via the dog chip system.
This would be a welcome change for dog owners who would greatly value an area of beach where they can responsibly exercise
and enjoy the beach with their pets.
I think it is a great idea. Dogs need to be exercised and the suggested area would give them plenty of room to run around. From
my observations, dogs are cleaner than some people who leave their rubbish on the beach. I know occasionally you will get the
odd irresponsible owner who doesn't do the right thing but on the whole most dog lovers are happy to clean up after their dogs
as it is in their interest to do so if they want these areas to be available. Thank you for your consideration.
Hi
We strongly oppose off-leash dog areas.
Any off-leash areas either in parks or beaches should be fully fenced off permanently.
-Not safe for families and kids. Human welfare should be considered too.
-It will deter many people (silent majority) from using these areas especially if they have small children. Although there are many
people with dogs, there are also many without or frightened of dogs. It is important that their voice is taken into consideration.
-We moved to the area over 6 years ago to use the parks and beaches without concern of dog attacks.
-Also it will be impossible to enforce these time limits.
-Any dog litter will most likely be just buried in the sand.
-Fully fenced and clearly signed areas are reasonable.
-There should be clearly displayed penalties for people not following the rules.
Thank you for listening
Great idea
I support this proposal full heartedly. It would be lovely to walk on this area of the beach with our dogs.
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It’s time dogs and their owners got a small share of the beach. Responsible owners make sure their dogs behave and pick up after
them. So many families would gain great benefit for this proposal.
This would be lovely as there are not enough places to walk out dogs on the beach. It is a very quiet area of the beach so
shouldn’t impact beach goers who are more prone to be nearer the surf club. We need this. Our dogs need this.
Hi guys
This will ruin our beautiful coastline. There are plenty of dog parks already on the northern beaches. Dogs should not be allowed
on the beach. My family are frequently using this area & we do not want to be hassled by dogs which owners aren’t looking after
properly. E.g not cleaning up the poo or dogs coming up to us. It needs to be a safe place where the kids are not at risk of getting
attacked.
I live close to this beach , do not currently have a dog but would welcome an off leash area on south Mona vale beach as I think it
would be beneficial for the animals to be able to run on the beach . That area has very few swimmers or people just sitting on the
beach so the dogs would not be disturbing anyone . With such an extensive coastline , it is not much to ask for a small snippet of
beach for these much loved animals .
I think Having some of Mona vale beach be off leash would be great for dogs!!
No thank you.
An unauthorised trial already exist on Mona Vale (South) beach, with no rangers patrolling this area. Dogs daily run and swim in
this area.
Me and my children as such can not walk to our favourite places near the rocks when we see the dogs are they become a little
anxious of the unknown.
I like dogs, just don't believe they belong on our beaches. We have seen bathers attacked, and dog poo left on the sand. Its a real
shame. I fear if this are is opened to all dog owners the situation would grow alot worst, local and visitors brand Mona Vale as a
dog beach. Many roads lead to Mona Vale, with dog owners coming from many directions.
Traffic and parking is also a concern, we visit the hospital alot and fear we will not have the same access or convenience.
My worst fear is the unknown...my children and I frequent the beach alot. Knowing dogs are off their leash will hav e me and my
wife on edge...even mid and north Mona Vale Beach, and constantly combing the area just in case a dog runs near, becomes
aggressive, etc.
Believe many adequate places exist for dogs to swim together. The environment is of concern, safety for old and young, dog
faeces a concern.
Such a great idea, especially being so close to an existing dog park/off leash area. We have so many beaches in this area it would
be amazing to be able to share a walk with your dog along part of one.
Us peninsula dog-owners live surrounded by water and yet, cruelly..... there's almost nowhere for our dogs to swim. Rowland
Reserve is all very well but is often overcrowded and there aren't any waves. I live in Newport and for the 12 years I've had my
dog, Honey, there's been no local ocean beaches where she can swim and romp on the sand. It's her very favourite thing and
great exercise for both of us...... but time is running out for her. She only has few summers left if we're lucky.
So..... please make MV beach happen! And as soon as possible..... so it's not too late for Honey.
we need more off leash dog areas in the Northern beaches
Expand the hours and the amount of beach involved. All beaches all the time would be my suggestion.
Provides an alternative to McCarrs creek which is only off leash on weekdays, and Rowland Reserve, which is now so crowded I
won't take my dog there. Dogs need space just like humans do.
Living close to the beaches and having off leash areas for our dogs is all part if the NB charm.
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I own a house close to this area Andover walked my dogs every morning in the grass area above the proposed off lead area. I
think it’s important that we dog owners can access that beach side at those times as when you frequent other beaches in the
south if Sydney you are allowed to visit the beach. It’s important that all people in the community get a fair share of beach use. I
know many dog owners from this are and they all do the right thing. It’s not fair that some negative voices always get heard and
we dog owners get discriminated. We deserve to have this area for lead free dogs. It’s needed and only fair to the greater
community.
Brilliant, however I suggest expand the times to all hours Monday to Friday during school days only (very little pedestrian traffic if
any), even if on leash.
Good Idea as it is so closely related to the off-leash area at the top of the hill
I’m a local of decades and this is a big yes
All day. Not 4pm to 10am. Plenty of other beaches for people only
This is a great opportunity for families with a dog to enjoy our beautiful beaches in a controlled manner. The physical, social and
mental health impacts will be enormous as the opportunity to enjoy these areas with our furry friends encourages people to be
physically active and interact with each other in our community.
The grassy area above the beach has plenty of space for dogs - there is no need to include the beach.
Even on the grass, many owners do not pick up the dog poo, so you can imagine on the beach what will happen. Owners will sit
on the sand and let the dogs run and not bother to clean up after them thinking that the ocean will clean it away. This is pollution
and will ruin the beach. Also many people run/walk on the beach in the mornings and we don't need dogs bounding across our
paths - they won't be on leashes and no one from the council will be around to monitor this. Thank you.
I find it unacceptable that our pets can't have any access to the beaches on the Northern Beaches. They have very right to enjoy
the beaches so long as responsible owners can take care of their business just like taking away trash.
This is highly appropriate and much needed. The location looks well thought out. The environmental and other beach usage
requirements are well balanced. The council should unanimously support this proposal. There has been a huge uptick in dog
ownership during Covid, and dog ownership is associated with great health and social outcomes for people. There is a massive
need for spaces for people to exercise their dogs - the Council has not kept up with the need for dog-parks and off leash spaces.
This is an excellent initiative, and much needed.
all day all day all day all day. Seriously, the more access and parks the less doggy density at any given park.

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

217

Page 197 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

Demand for parking will increase as people drive to the beach sth Mona vale
Water quality will deteriorate from dog poo and bags of dog poo disposed of by tossing into the ocean
Beach will be smelly like central coast beaches from urinating dogs
Congestion on steep staircase leading to the sth mv beach
Interruption to breeding cycles of wildlife that use the beach particularly penguins, migratory birds and raptors
Loss of biodiversity in this area of the beach
Loss of sand dunes due to dogs running on bush regenerated areas and more rubbish strewn through the dunes
Increased risk to people when unleashed dogs are on the beach at a time when people and children are exercising by running
along the long stretch of beach.
Congestion with people who carry boards down the stairs and chance of falls as dogs off leash race down the stairs
Nothing to stop the dogs once they scent prey (wildlife) and give chase. I have seen it with various birds on the beaches yet
owners ignore the rules. So many dog owners doing the wrong thing. Maybe they should prove they can do the right thing with
what is available.
Children in charge of off leash dogs on beaches their parents seeming to be oblivious to the dangers. I have had many
unpleasant interactions with dog owners telling me to mind my own business, swearing and telling me I shouldn’t be there and I
make them angry
I take photos of sunsets, sunrise , sea birds, raptors, and pristine beaches are a favourite but it will not be pristine or clean and no
birds as dogs will chase /scare them away.
This beach already has a dog poo park above it there are droppings all over it. Imagine how the beach will be. The bags of poo if
used by owners are often seen tied to branches or dropped in street drains.
I am wary of dogs eg I do a lot of walking. I am enjoying my walk and two dog come bounding up the beach towards me (I’m
cautious) the owner is nowhere to be seen. He is maybe over at the construction site oblivious. I had a young runner grab me by
my shoulders from behind ( which also gave me a fright) and ask me to call off the dogs that were chasing him up the beach. I had
given them a wide berth after they chased me but he ran straight through the unsupervised off leash dogs and they were chasing
him. I said stop to them and they did. But I was disturbed. I reported the incident but if owners are not around what am I
supposed to do on the beach to get help? Lucky they did not bite us.
Despite myths to the contrary dog faeces and urine deposits do not just breakdown and nourish the beach, it attracts flies and
stinks up the beach. It also kills microorganisms that live in the beach sand and it runs off into the ocean. These microorganisms
play an important role in beach health and biodiversity.
All wildlife including endangered species should have protection in their natural home. Predators should not be running on their
home. Sniffing and leaving scent. There is legislation at all levels of government and international treaties (commonwealth
federal state and in Pittwater ) that provides this protection so isn’t this an illegal activity. The council has already wasted so
much of ratepayers money on a failed dog on beaches trial and legal expenses to put in place something that so many people do
not want. All because of a lobby group.
Every time I walk in wildlife corridors I find humans with entitlement who see it as their right to have a dog in an area that is
clearly marked no dogs. And worse off leash, it is defended by I pay my rates etc.
I note in the documents that council have asked the unregistered lobby group for feedback and taken that into consideration in
changes to the boundaries well I would like to know who voted them in. There are a lot of longer standing community groups
that have much more environmental knowledge and experience than a group that has only a self interest and has cost us millions
already.
All dogs need to have a play in the water. Fur babies deserve this.
Public health & safety issues eg off-leash dogs biting beachgoers especially children but also older people, and dog faeces.
Times a little restrictive for me. Fine if there's no dog access on weekends. Fine also if things are more restricted for dogs in
Summer.
We have so little areas for our dogs. This would be amazing!
This is a great idea & a long tome coming... but... why the restricted hours?
These hours do not suit everyone & are still very restrictive.... particularly in the winter months.
This is a very quiet area of the beach & in my opinion should be off leash 24hrs a day.
If a very busy Belongil Beach in Byron is 24hrs a day and works very well.. why can’t we have the same in our community?
Great addition to the off leash area nearby. Dogs should be allowed in the water too.
People should be able to enjoy their environment with their most treasured companions. Time restrictions enables a balance for
people against dogs on the beach and is a fair compromise.
Yes I support this proposal, to be able to share the natural environment with our dogs would be mentally and physically uplifting
for all concert especially as beach access for dogs on the Northern beach is so very limited.
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I support this proposal very strongly.
I have been thinking a volunteer system could be set up to ensure any remnants left by the small minority who don’t clean up
would be taken care of.
I think it’s a fantastic idea! Our dog loves the beach, really hope this gets approved!
What a great idea - pets are such an important part of individual and social life. A little bit of beach area like this for socialisation
of people with their dogs will be of great net benefit to the community.
For sure
PLEASE allow the dog off-leash area! It is sorely needed and wanted in our area.
Thank you!
It is needed as there is no dog beach near buy and it makes sense to have it close to the dog park.
It is a fantastic idea, it needs to be done.
I thinks it’s a great idea
Great idea, dogs are so important to us and most people are responsible. Thank you for considering this.
Any plan is better than no plan. The council must take note that Sydney sisters are animal lovers and pets need space to live a
healthy life.
We need more dog off leash areas.
I am strongly opposed to South Mona Vale beach being available to dogs between 4pm and 10am. (or anytime!) Below outlines
the following reasons:
1. Dog excrement and urination on the sand. Not every dog owner picks up and may very well think because it’s sand it can be
buried. Sorry this is not a good experience for all the beach walkers and children. I walk through the Robert Dunn reserve daily
and there is often around four lots of excrement I pass on the footpath not to mention in the actual park.
2. Strong possibility of more dog plastic bags left on beach in sand and in water.
3. The hours proposed are ridiculous as this is the time people walk the length of the beach pre-work or after-work – mainly for
solitude and the beauty of the beach at sunrise and sunset. This will be destroyed with dogs running up and down and barking.
4. Dog owners will not keep within the parameter proposed – this is also a ridiculous notion – next thing dog owners will walk the
length of the beach – who is going to monitor this? Are you planning to put a fence across the space?
5. It is a fact that people use the beach for well-being and mental health – it’s good for the soul – but not with dogs racing around.
6. Dogs have many places to walk and so they don’t know any different. Dogs don’t pay the council rates humans do or are you
going to charge a special rate for them?
7. Dog owners won’t stick to the times - there are already people who take the dogs on the beach.
8. There is no signage to stop dogs even now - people don't read signs anyway.
9. Dogs will attack fish, they chase birds and often run in the dunes - they will destroy what sand space there is currently in the
south end. Dogs bury things
10. A lot of dog owners are not surfers, walkers or nature lovers.
11. Dog owners will come from all over Sydney and bring their dogs like I experienced (5 Staffies!!!) on the beach on a hot Sunday
back in October.
12. Beaches are for people to enjoy the natural habitat and quietness not for dogs who mostly are uncontrollable off leash.
13. Dogs already have the huge space in Robert Dunn reserve and the Bayview dog park with beach and water.
We live on the beaches for a reason and accordingly pay our rates. I don’t dislike dogs, I just want to protect a beautiful natural
space on Mona Vale Beach that I’ve lived in for almost 60 years. Please reconsider this proposal as I believe if this is approved,
that the beauty, tranquillity and purpose of this lovely walking beach will be destroyed.
thanks for your consideration and yours sincerely,
Frances Barlow

Perfect, sensible and inclusive
Thank you
Great idea
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Wholeheartedly yes!! This is much needed and long overdue!
It would be even better to see no time restrictions!
We need this
It’s a pity about the time restriction but at least it’s something.
The area isn’t long enough and I think it should not be restricted to certain times. Why not all day when there are dog free areas
all day?
Doubt dog owners would restrict their dogs to the proposed area. They’re all over every beach already, giving them permission
will only see them take more than allocated and show no remorse for the trouble their dogs cause to other beach goers
Happy dog, happy people, happy community
This is a wonderful proposal.
Brilliant idea. we can go from the headland down to the beach. The path down to the beach may need to be improved to stop
erosion.
Please please consider other beaches during those times also. For example Narrabeen beach extends to Collaroy.
Many many meters of beach are quiet and unused during most hours of the day, let alone early and late times of the day.
Council could easily designate areas that have no housing fronting the beach...(we all know they think they are the only owners of
that beach front and will yell loudly!)
please also have strict rules and fines with regard to picking up after dogs.
I for 1 don't want to drive my car to get to one when there could be a perfectly good beach in my area.
while I am at it there are not nearly enough dog fee exercise areas either so the beach provides this without fencing to keep the
dogs safe from roads.
Please get on with this as the delays are embarrassing for council
Fully support this
Although very limited it is at least a positive move. I can’t believe how long this process is taking.
100% support
Great extension to the existing popular dog park. Perfect media opportunity for the Northern Beaches Council to take pride for
providing only the 2nd ocean beach off leash area in Sydney (Greenhills Beach in Cronulla is currently the only one).
Yes, please!
Great location given the location of the extisting dog park is right above and access through the dog park is easy.
This would be perfect as less driving required for many Mona vale residents who wish to take their dogs to the sand.
There area should be available 24 hours 6 days to support people working different hours of employment, nurses, shift workers
etc.
Positive outcomes:
Supporting local pet owners with beach access
Reduce distress of puppies/dogs on beach days, so they don’t get left home.
Please allow access to Newport Beach too. Even if it's timed and WITH a leash. I'd love to be able to enjoy a walk on the beach
with my dog.
It's so unfair that despite 8 years of seemingly futile lobbying, we still do not have beach access to enjoy with our dogs, due to a
vocal, vociferous minority that are so vehemently intent on denying law-abiding, rate paying community members this simple
pleasure. So I am yet again voting YES to allow dogs timed access to suitable sections of beaches. Ever hopeful.
Sounds like a fabulous idea! Dogs off lead on beaches can be wonderful, as long as the owners pick up after them. Hopefully there
is enough awareness about this raised to ensure the trial does it full course and there is a possibility of this becoming permanent!
It is only logical that we be allowed to exercise our dogs. I swim every day and would love for it to be easier to allow my dogs to
swim.
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The hours are great for dog owners. This decision is considerate of all people. We all should be able to use the beaches and look
after them.
Kids often run here so it will only a matter of time before a kid is attacked by off leash dog. Lets hope its not a mauling!
There are lots of dog owners who will flood this survey. But kids (and adults) should be able to run on the beach without off leash
dogs.
It would be great to have more off leash doggie areas on the Beaches . Bayview gets very crowded , brings money into the area as
well via coffee carts etc
Yes I do agree with the proposal. As a responsible dog owner I only hope the users of the area do the right thing and pick up. If
they don’t then they only have themselves to blame if its rescinded. So yes please lets trial this.
This is an area underused by people an would be paradise for dogs and dog owners!!
I sat on the Pittwater Council dog review committee that reviewed this beach among others and it was found to be very suitable
from an environmental and practical point of view particularly as it is below the Robert Dunn dog park.
Good idea
Dogs will just love the beach and ocean without any threat to other users
crazy this is not already allowed
Dog poo/urine on sand; dogs already on MV South just not patrolled by council? Environment and safety concerns, especially kids.
Fear for children's safety, and anxiety, both residence and visitors to the area. I have already seen dog poo at south Mona
Vale....please do not allow this to increase. The ocean will not 've attractive for swimming. Daily sunset/sunrise walks with
grandparents, mothers group, and friends impacted.
Dog poo, environment, kids safety.
I think it’s a great idea. We are so limited with where to take our dogs. Very much needed.
Dogs need areas to run off leash safely. This wears them out and helps the rest of the community by reducing barking from too
much energy and boredom. Mona Vale beach south of golf parade is mostly free from people swimming & sun baking so the area
could be extended further north.
nir.stir@gmail.com
It is high time that more beach areas allow dogs as the handful of off leash dog parks currently available are dangerously
overpopulated.
Adding to this the increase of dog ownership due to Covid and the simple solution requiring NO cost and NO infrastructure for
Council is to put in place some of the many (mainly unused) strips of beach for dogs and their owners to enjoy safely and
responsibly. Come on Northern Beaches Council, time for a healthy change.
We desperately need more off leash beach areas to walk and play with our dog. He loves the ocean. We are concerned about the
pollution at north curl curl lagoon area that is off leash. Being able to walk or run up and down the beach is food for our health
and fitness to. Mona vale beach lends itself better to this than Bayview/ curl curl. For us it is a special trip to the beach and would
only be a few times a year with our dog.
Love the idea
Fantastic idea and great area for the dogs. Perfect place below the dog off leash park on the headland.
We regularly visit the off leash dog park during the mornings and our dogs would love to be able to spend time on the sand. There
are minimal people there at this time if any. Dog owners who take the time to walk their dog here are generally responsible
owners who pick up after their dogs and take pride in our natural surroundings.
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I have lived near another beach with a dog off-leash area. I currently live not far from the proposed area at Mona Vale Beach. I
support the proposal in principle with strong caveats. They include:
* Signs clearly designating the boundaries of the off-leash area
* Patrol of adherence to dog owners keeping their dogs within the boundaries
* Enforcement by fine if those boundaries are breached
* Regular patrol by Council staff
* Included in the signs an indication of risk of fine if boundaries are breached
If these principles are not included, there is the increased risk of potential conflict amongst dog owners and others wishing to
utilise the beach. Not everyone feels safe around dogs, and not all dogs are safe, and not all owners are able to manage their
dogs.
I believe there a need to have more beach areas where dogs can be exercised and swim without leash. Although there should be
heavy penalties for owners not collecting and disposing their dog poo appropriately.
I would like to see the times extended. Why not 24 hours?
I very much support this project. I would like more extended hours.
i use this beach regularly , my kids are uncomfortable with them, and I am sick finding dog faeces and faeces in bag on the beach
We need more areas for off leash
This would be a great area connected to the headland dog park.
We need a dog free area with a beach
This proposal would be amazing
Please do it.
I think its fair to have one or two of the many Beaches as off leash areas.
Should be extended to at least 800 m towards the North.
Very difficult to have time to run and then take the dog for a walk. This way you can do both at the same time. Good for
everyone.
I frequent Mona Vale south on occasions and it is always very disappointing when an over-friendly dog jumps on you
accompanied by at - best restraining cries of the owner and at worst no action at all and in some cases you get abused for
complaining.
Dog owners seem to be a most aggressive lot.
So many dog-owners regard themselves as exempt from the law now. It can only get worse when their activities are partially
legalised.
Council and the police will not enforce the law unless the dog actually bites you. My friend's wife was severely injured in a dogfree area and they have not been able to get any financial help as yet. This is apart from the trauma suffered.
I have not seen anything published by Council on the environmental effects of dogs dashing through the dunes at Mona Vale
beach. Attempts are made by bushcare groups to preserve these dunes as a barrier against rising sea water levels. Dogs do
nothing but harm to these dunes and must be excluded.
Leashed dogs should be allowed on all beaches except flagged areas, like they do in queensland
They have a park so close. They already walk there dogs on this book.
This is a good initiative. We need more places and beaches that are dog friendly.
Access to this area would be very helpful, appropriate and appreciated.
It will really enhance the experience of this area and is simple to implement.
Need dog parks. At least one dog per household on the northern beaches and hardly any dog parks.
This proposal makes total sense, the beach is there to be enjoyed by everyone with 2 or 4 legs. Its crucial there are more places to
take dogs out which the northern beaches is severly lacking.
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Strongly yes. We are dog owners and are so unhappy about the lack of off leash areas and the lack of beach access for us to enjoy
as a family with our dog.
Excellent plan, safe for all
It makes such sense!
Longer hours needed for off leash
better for community as you can bring dogs to more places, will deter national park walkers with dogs, will enhance revenue of
surrounding cafes
Yesterday morning at about 630 a Northern Beaches Council worker was replacing / installing bags in the dog bins in the dog park.
If he’d walked a couple of meters he would have seen the dogs running around on the beach off leash in what is currently a no
dog zone.
This morning dogs on the beach again, a man wearing a yellow hooded coat just walked straight onto the beach with his dog off
leash. And at least 2 dogs off leash on the path beside the golf club.
If they’re not going to follow the rules now and Council aren’t going to monitor them there’s no way they’ll follow new rules and
the dogs will go wherever they can on the beach.
Why isn’t any monitoring being done now?
As a council we are so far behind many other coastal communities- dogs are family members of so many families in the NBC
LET the dogs have some beach space and stop letting the rich dictate
It works well on other beaches up the coast and there are very limited beaches to let dogs run on the Northern Beaches.
This is Absolutley necessary and will be a great addition for both dog owners and dogs. Great proposal
Mona Vale Hospital is supportive of this proposal. We encourage our patients, particularly in Palliative Care, to have their dogs
visit them on the hospital campus. This often includes visits to the adjacent dog park and off lead beach space would be a very
welcome addition to this.
Dog mess not being cleaned, dog exclusive zone, dogs travelling from all over Sydney - all reasons not to support it.
My dogs would love to go onto the beach
Thank you - Dog owners I believe are very considerate, more considerate than the humans that leave loads of rubbish etc on our
beaches... Plus we also pick up rubbish not just poo!!
Great idea. It's about time we had a real beach to allow our dogs to run on.
Dogs will be uncontrolled and present a danger to other beach users. Owners will fail to clean up after their dogs.
We have more dog owners on the Northern Beaches than ever before. People are already using the beaches with the risk of
getting fined by the council if caught. If people had the option to go to a dedicated beach then the other beaches around the area
would almost certainly benefit from this.
Limited hours daily works super well in other jurisdictions around the country. There’s no reason why it can’t work here. Thank
you
I see no need for dogs to visit beaches at all . They are not humans, although many owners seem to think they are, they don't
need to go for a surf or swim . Owners also seem to not understand that many people either don't like dogs or may be scared of
them. Dogs running around unleashed on the beach sometimes scare young children as well as some adults.
At the least I find it unpleasant in existing off- lead areas, like Warriewood headland, to have dogs jumping up at me or sniffing
around my body and, of course, one always has to watch where to walk to avoid the landmines left by some dogs, as not all
owners are diligent in picking up their pets' faeces. My other issue relates to the ubiquitous black plastic bags. Some less than
responsible owners, who for reasons only they understand, collect their dog's faeces in black bags and then throw them into the
bushes or leave them on the ground.
Our beaches are probably the only truly pristine and unspoilt assets in our environment. Let's not spoil them to please a minority.
yes as we need dog friendly beaches !!!
There is such a lack of beaches available for dogs. Northern Beaches Council is so fare behind the rest. Central coast and
Southern Sydney , south coast
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Access to the beach would be a wonderful and well used area for our dogs. I fully support this proposal
With the increase in people buying dogs in the last year we need an increase in the number of areas where dogs can run off leash.
As the uptake of pets decreases post COVID the number of areas can be decreased. Right now the dog parks are overrun. We
need alternatives.
This is great initiative !!!
The northern beaches doesn’t have enough dog friendly beaches so this would be a huge benefit to the community.
I think this is an ideal area for a dog beach. However I am concerned re access to the area. Will it be only by current stairs or will
there be more dog and people friendly access via a path? It will not be utilised by many dog owners whose dogs or themselves
have trouble negotiating stairs...and a lot of them.
The northern beaches need ocean off leash areas. Increase ranger patrols to make sure people and dogs are doing the right thing.
Beaches are for people. Observing the dog owners at the existing dog park above the beach, shows how irresponsible they are.
Failing to pick up after the dog, controlling their dog from knocking over children and the the elderly. And also, I've never seen the
area policed.
South Mona Vale beach is very popular with people of all ages. Allowing the beach to be used by 20 to 30 dogs, is highly
irresponsible idea for a minority of people.
Dog owners can currently use the beach at Bayview or, alternatively, if a new beach is required, Turrimetta beach would be a
good location. No houses near by and bordered by natural barriers.
There is never anyone down there at these times anyway. Let responsible dog owners down there, what’s the problem.
My dog is my best buddy and loves to go to the beach, it makes both of us very happy to get the chance to swim together.
Being a resident on Coronation Street I feel our voices should be heard loud and clear. My family and I strongly oppose the
opening up of Mona Vale south beach to dogs off leash. (We are dog owners and frequent the dog park daily.) Mona Vale beach
would be the only wave beach in Sydney open to dogs and would therefore draw in Sydney residents from far and wide increasing
traffic congestion, parking would become an issue and the crowds would we unbearable. We love having access to our beach for
quiet summer afternoon/early evening picnics after work, fishing, sunbathing and relaxing and this would be impossible with the
number of dogs and owners that will likely use it. Try having a picnic at the dog park, its impossible as dogs want to run over your
picnic rug and help themselves to your food. It’s very unpleasant and hence why we now don’t bother trying to use this space for
picnics. Please don’t take this pleasure away from us on the beach too. Not to mention the inevitable dog poo that won’t be
picked up. Please listen to your local rate paying constituents and don’t approve the opening up of Mona Vale South beach to
dogs off leash. Thank you.
Needs to happen
No issues anywhere else in nsw
I do not agree. Many young families use the south end of Mona Vale. Little children are often scared of dogs, let alone the dog
poop on the beach left there for some poor unsuspecting person to sit in later. Owners say they pick it up but many don’t. You
see poop all over the place in the dog off the leash area on the headland, which is not great, but better than being on the beach.
There is plenty of room for the dogs up in the current dog off the leash area. Why should dogs take precedence over people who
want a quiet, relaxing time on the beach, If dogs want to swim take them to Bayview.
It’s crazy that it’s not already off leash.
Please let the dogs swim and run and play!!
This works beautifully in Byron, my pups live for their visits to the beach and makes such a difference to my life being able to
share trips to the beach with them instead of having to leave them at home 😔 people who don't want dogs around can go to the
other areas it seems fair to me would love to see this at other beaches too such as Curl Curl and Dee why!
I live next door to a reserve that is clearly sign posted, No Dogs Off-leash.
Plenty of dogs running out of control & plenty of did crap left by selfish owners.
Can't be trusted on our beaches.
Would be good for no time limits during winter, say between end and start of daylight savings.
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We support a dogs off leash area at Mona vale and believe it would be great for the community and local families. We utilise
many dog areas in Pittwater and always treat the environment with care. We would feel proud and grateful to be able to access a
surf beach with our dog, it would make such a big difference to our lifestyle.
Absolutely need off leash areas on beach environment - in and around northern beaches
Yes I would love to be able to take my down down to the beach from the existing Mona Vale dog park!
Yes!! 24hrs access with longer off leash hours please. Outside of off leash tones, on leash access must be granted!
Dogs and owners won’t stay in that area. Dogs off leash are not safe for children.
I support this initiative as proposed.
This is a great idea. I do not own a dog, but I would love to see them on the beach. This area is rarely used by people and it is right
next to a dog park. Makes so much sense
This area is relatively unpopulated weekdays summer and most of the week in winter.with a high percentage of dog owners I feel
this area should be open to these ratepayers and their dog .
This is an unnecessary imposition on the existing users of South Mona Vale beach. Dog faeces will Inevitably remain on the
beach and out of control dogs will mean that the beach is not usable by other beach users.
At worst, no dogs should be allowed in the beach after 9am. And the time would need to be enforced. Generally dog owners
have a lack of respect for rules and other persons impacted by their dogs. I am also a dog owner and see no need for beach
access for a dog.
Excellent idea as this end of the beach sees little use
I think this is an amazing opportunity for dog owners across the northern beaches. An extension on the dog park will provide the
perfect playground for dogs. It is so much nicer to go to the beach with some canine company as it is such a morale boost.
Brilliant.
our French Labrador would be you friend for life,,, he would be anyway.
As mentioned for Palm Beach, as all we need is a few bins and bag dispensers.
Do the residents here think they are more civilised than those of Paris and Brighton Uk where our dog lived harmonioulsy with
everyone. He was allowed in departments stores, cafes and the main beach in summer.
Some of the people on the northern beaches need to get out more and travel to eg the UK and France where they have a much
more healthy and intelligent attitude toward dogs. Indeed they are very well like in both countries almost universally.
We are responsible dog owners who always do the right thing by the community. We have stayed at Avoca Beach etc and have
experienced how easy it is for dogs and people to enjoy part of the beach space together. It's pretty simple and should be a
normal way of life!
Perfect site for off leash beach access - no houses overlooking or even close to this end of the beach and people do not swim
there. And it is directly below the Mona Vale Dog Park.
Also this will take the pressure off Bayview dog beach which has such a high volume of dogs every day and all day.
Thank you Northern Beaches Council for trialling this facility.
Definitely not. Many people enjoy walking along this end of the beach especially at low tide when you can walk around to
Warriewood. Please keep the off leash are confined to the headland where it is now
There is a waterfront dog park at Bayview where dogs can enjoy a swim
Absolutely! This has been a long time coming
More beaches must open to dogs
They do less damage than humans
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This area is used by many people jogging and relaxing in the beach these activities would be ruined by wet dogs running
everywhere as they do at the Newport dog park that was a presteen area before being ruined by dog piss and shit. I challenge
anyone to go and have a sun bake there now. In the dune area on the southern end of Mona vale there are sea bird nesting sites
amoung the spinefex grass. If people want space for their dogs to run. I would suggest buying a property where dogs traditionally
have lived.
It would be irresistible for the council to allow more land to be degraded and more habitat for native animals be ruined in our
area given that the building boom and cutting of trees has already put immense pressure on the local native animals.
We don't have any dog beaches in Sydney besides Bayview which is so busy most times. The beach at Kingscliff works really well
as does Pirate Park Gold Coast - both that are great, we can do the same here in Sydney
Safety issues. Children, older people should be prioritised. Dogs poo is harmful. There is always at least one who does not pick up
and who has an aggressive dog.
Absolutely
Make it 24/7
Dogs should be able to be off leash with their owners for family time, play and exercise. It creates good mental health for people
and dogs and a cohesive community where people can enjoy the outdoors and the beach. Swimming for dogs is very important.
Whitfords Dog Beach in Perth is where my dog has swum many times. The dog beach, mobile dog wash and coffee van are great
for the community. People should be able to have their dog off leash at Mona Vale Beach, swim with their dog and have fun. Dogs
are family. People love their dogs.
Love it. Great idea.
This is long overdue, but would be a welcome start to permitting adequate off-leash dog areas across NBC beaches.
Australia is rather behind when it comes to our beloved pets, dogs. The more the areas the less people go to areas were there are
native animals. Thank you.
Off leash dog beaches are too scarce in the Northern Beaches. The ones we do have are un-necessarily over crowded making the
experience chaotic rather than peaceful. By opening up more beaches to dogs it’s alleviates the pressure of over crowding.
Suggest also Extending the time to 24 hrs off leash in winter months.
Dog owners are a huge part of the community & should have access to beaches with their dogs.
Regularly use the adjacent dog park, this would be an excellent extension of that
Would be great however with 24hour access. Why only 4pm until 10am? Especially in the colder and autumn/winter months will
only get in 1 hour of daylight before sunset to use the area, ie now 19/05/21 & sunset at 4.59pm. Parents with younger kids
would love to enjoy during the day with their pets and the older generations as well would prefer during the day.
Thank you
This proposal is common sense
Excellent use of the existing paths from off leash area to beach.
Exactly what the community needs and our canine friends
The dog walking areas around Mona Vale are dangerously over crowded with dogs and both of them are unfenced which is also dangerous for
many dogs and stressful as an owner of an energetic young dog I am left walking up and down or round and round the same strip of park for over
an hour every day worrying about other dogs attacking mine and making sure nothing chases him near the buses, we witness a dog fight nearly
every time we go to Bayview so we don’t go there often - we need somewhere where my dog can run at top speed freely and I can have a nice
walk too - I live in Bayview and even the footpaths near my house are over crowded with walkers since covid - we need some space desperately.
I am the dog owner who picks up my own dogs poo & what I call community poos - 1 of mine to 2 community Poos every visit to the park - finally
our dog parks have nothing to amuse the dog as is, you can add pet interesting landscaping you know - like a kids playground but for dogs - there
can be puppy areas, signs & hills & slides - it’s not enough to just put a poo bin!! finally beaches - I drive to the central coast to go to the beach, it
works fine there - why can’t you mimic them? it isn’t crowded on the central coast in their off leash areas because they allow enough spaces, the
over crowding of pets here is causing huge problems and affecting public perception of the issue
Also in a sight note it is no longer appropriate social justice policy to only have three gender options of male female or other - please bring us up
to date immediately
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We need more beaches we can take our dogs. North Newport would be excellent as well.
Can we have some proposals further south on the beaches too please!!
My dogs loves the beach! Many places up and down the coast allow dogs on beaches between certain times. The Northern
Beaches needs this for all of the dog owners who would like to take their dogs to the beach
It’s bloody ridiculous that this hasn’t gone through sooner!
As a responsible dog owner, I feel our dog loving community deserves an off leash area such as that proposed at Mona Vale. I
have experienced many other councils successfully run off leash beach areas along our eastern coastline. It always disappoints me
knowing our council does not provide this for a huge proportion of its rate paying residents who would enjoy everything an off
leash beach provides. To all those who oppose this trial, go find something useful to occupy your time!
Absolutely NO! This area is the most beautiful morning walk before work and afternoon walk along the stretch of beach from
Warriewood to Mona Vale which does not need to be ruined by dogs. It is used by school children after 3:30pm for play and swim
at Warriewood beach then a walk, and if dogs were allowed in that ‘designated area’ it will be most definitely turn my local beach
into a dog beach entirely as dog owners will not adhere to the boundaries or clean up after their dogs (dog poo). This is not ok.
We have lovely family dogs that we walk ‘on leash’ everywhere dogs are allowed or ‘off leash’ at Mona Vale/Warriewood
headland dog park or at Bayview and have plenty of options for dogs, so this option is not necessary.
Absolutely yes, it's only a small patch of sand and only hours when most people are not at the beach
This is a wonderful idea .I go to this dog park 5 times a week and there are many times thee is no one on the beach .Perfect for
dogs to run and swim .Many people
Yes I fully support this.
This would be such a blessing for dogs and dog owners alike. At the moment we actually leave the northern beaches on the
weekends go towards Wollongong or the central coast to take our dog to the beach. We would much prefer to stay in our locality
and also keep our money spent in the locality.
It makes a lot of sense with the off leash park above the beach, and having two existing access paths from the park to the beach.
Great idea. Especially if poo bags are not lentitud and patrolled
We definitely need more off leash dog areas
Dogs can already exercise in other unleashed areas and do not require beaches for that purpose. Dog owners on the whole are
responsible, but the risk of a mauling of another dog or a child in an environment where the means of defending yourself from
injury and the relative remoteness from medical support, is not worth the small incremental benefit to dogs and less importantly
to their owners. I for one will be much less inclined to use the beach if this decision goes ahead. I am sure others feel the same
way. I am also concerned for the likely impact of dogs disturbing wildlife, especially shorebirds such as oystercatchers, terns and
egrets, the impact on the catch of raptores such falcons, sea eagles, osprey and goshawks, and the risk of ditrurbing the
occasional fur and leopard seal haul-outs and green turtles on the northern beaches. I feel that the proposal is just one more
incremental attack on the enjoyment of the 'wonderful and still natural' heritage of the northern beaches.
The mental and physical benefits are worth it!
Please approve this proposal.
If we want well-behaved dogs, then we should give them spaces to run and explore to get their energy out and stimulate them
mentally. It’s also great for dog owners not to be stuck to the same patch of grass surrounded by cars and houses.
This area is only populated by walkers so it’s perfect for dogs. I’d also like to see the UK beach designations adopted - the quiet
winter months are designated dog on beach all the time.
More off leash dog friendly water areas are needed on the nthn beaches.
As a Mona Vale resident with a dog the idea of using this under utelised part of the beach makes sense. The access from dog park.
Is great for some although stairs will restrict many so my suggestion is to have access from the end of Golf Avenue at the
beginning of pathway. This allows maximum use of larger area that still encompasses the secluded northern end.
Off leash beaches work very well in many other areas of the state. Really hope this proposal gets up
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We DO NOT need dogs on beaches. as it is owners are careless
I would be happy with any off leash beach area as it’s a crime that we do not have more areas on the Northern Beaches dedicated
to dogs. My only criticism is the area size is too small it should be at least double the size
Sydney is so backwards when it comes to off leash areas for our dogs. If it can work so well everywhere else then why can’t it
work on the Northern Beaches?
There is nothing better than watching your dog run along the water's edge
Please give it a trial. We need more dog areas and the beach is ideal
100% support
Off leash dog areas on other NSW beaches work very well. The number of dog owners living on the Northern Beaches has risen
dramatically since I moved here 30 years ago so more places to exercise dogs is welcome. In the digital age it’s also great to get
people outside enjoying the beaches. Limited hours dogs are allowed works well in ‘peak’ season so dog owners / non dog owners
& tourists are comfortable.
Dogs love running around on beaches.
Great idea and needed.
This is an ideal area of beach to provide an off leach area for dogs. It is not as frequently used by beach goers as are other area, it
is situated below the current off Leach dog park and there is a total lack of ocean front of which dogs are allowed. While I do not
have the statistics I observe that a significant number of residents in the Northern Beaches own dogs. Anecdotally many dog
owners have expressed a strong desire to have beach access for their canines. I am not aware of any environmental issues
relating to dogs on beaches. This is evidenced by the many beaches around the state and in fact the country where dogs already
have access. I 100% support the council’s proposal.
This is a perfect area for families to take their dogs for a swim. It is an area of the beach that is rarely used. As a 20+ resident of
the beaches it is my experience that the vast majority of dog owners are responsible and respectful so should have access to an
area to take their pets for a swim
Absolutely need dog beaches
There are too many irresponsible dog owners who will not clean up after their pets.
ook at Manly Lagoon Reserve - constant barking - dog poo and dogs off-leash on the North Steyne Reseve
There are hardly any people on this part of the beach and perfect extension to the existing dog park at the top Of the hill.
Absolutely!
We need to preserve as much space as possible for naitive species. Dogs are damaging in this context.
Great initative!
Yet again we must go through this process?!
The points against are always the same:
1. Beaches are a limited resource and too valuable to prioritize dogs over humans.
2. Faeces being left behind
3. Dogs being out of control and jumping/shaking sand/water all over beach users.
4. Non compliance with boundaries. Owners will take dogs outside the allocated zones and continue walking along the beach
saying "its not harming anyone, whats the problem?".
See Curl Curl beach now. There is always dogs on the beach even though they are prohibited.
5. There are numerous dog areas already in Council area. there is no need for more.
6. Dogs don't need to be on the beach, they are just as happy in a park.
7. Any area allocated to dogs is effectively unusable for anyone else.
8. Affect in birds and sea life. Dogs chase birds.
9. It will attract people from outside area putting strain on already stretched road/parking resources
How many times do we have to go through this?
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Yes please - makes absolute sense. More likely to use this one than palm beach. Umina beach has it open all hours - rather than
time restricted - still works quite well. Could we investigate please. Thanks
All dogs in the area are well behaved. It would be such a blessing to the dogs
Remove time restraints. Make it 24/7
This area should be open up for dogs to use from 4pm till 10am. I have lived in Cook Terrace all my life (64 years), the beach is
not patrol by surf life savers and few people use between the hours your are recommending. There is no reason why people
should not use this beach area as well as dog park.
Do you realise that people in the community think they are being asked whether they want North Palm Beach or South Mona
Vale? They think it is an either or option.
South Mona Vale is a logical extension to the dog park and would work well.
Great idea....just below dog park👍😊
I think it ties in nicely with the existing off leash dog area and would love to try it out when it is open.
Owners should be slapped with heavy fines should they not adhere to rules. This will keep neutrals happy and dog owners
honest! I am a dog owner BTW
It would be great and location next to existing off leash area is a good idea
There’s plenty of places for dogs to go already.
Bird life and sea life is more important
Great location hardly used. Would be a great asset to dog owners
Great idea
Low impact as beach fronts an established off lead dog park
Very little impact on beach goers as a long way from surf club or flags
A win win
We need more dog friendly beaches, NBC we are so behind the times compared to other areas, please help!
It would be a fantastic beachside addition to the dog off leash area on the headland
Another pretty much unused by humans section of the beaches... people are down at mona vale and the basin. Otherwise they’re
at warriewood
Use the beach for recreation and do notwsnt to be restricted by dogs.
We need to share the beaches
Walking dogs is an important part of healthy living
This is a fantastic idea, dogs enjoy the outdoor freedoms of the beach just as much as their humans.
It’s time!
Great for the community
Perfect plan to spend time with our beloved family members. Rather than making Rowland Reserve even more crowded, open up
space that it is so badly wanted by rate payers (you know, the ones that elect you?)
And please, please, please, please update the sign at the actual park so another process doesn't get fluffed up 🙄
Please listen to the majority of the community after the 12 month trial. Too many times a small vocal few, ruin it for the rest of
the community. My only concern with this site is the access for the elderly .
I really look forward to the approval of these areas. Our community wants dog beach areas.
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We very much need some open space where we can walk/ exercice freely with our digs off leash
It is important for the mental & physical health of both human and furry animals
In fact it is selfish and shameful that we in 2021 still trying to fight the antiquated mentality of some who believe dogs should not
share a small portion of our beaches . Shameful selfish attitude of ignorants
Please let’s us have some free space for us dog lovers and dog owners to use . It creates a lovely friendly environment . Abd i
believe humans « foul » the beaches a million time more than digs do
Their are a lot of dog owners who would love to take their dogs to the beach. Every other state allow this and in areas of the
south coast, north coast it works beautifully.. I feel here in Sydney we are so backwards in this area and should have some areas
available for responsible dog owners
Majority Dog owners don’t pick up their dogs poop This would be great, can we also have some off leash beach areas south of the Narrabeen bridge?
Another great area for residents to exercise their dogs with a nice swim ,it is quite out of the way of public swimmers.
Beaches are pristine areas and should not be subjected to the same degradation as the off-leash areas have been. There are too
many off-leash areas on the northern beaches already much of it precious open space where many people no longer go because
of the number of dogs running amok. There have been numerous incidents of unrestrained dogs attacking and injuring other dogs
in these areas. Many incidents go unreported because it is viewed as a waste of time trying to get something done about it. I
believe that no matter what rules council imposes, some dog owners will not heed them and almost council won’t enforce them.
I live in Golf Avenue a favourite highway down to the beach for dog walkers. At any given time there is plenty of evidence of dogs
having been around and it’s the same for the area above south Mona Vale beach a former lovely spot that I don’t go near
anymore. My wife and I often walk the length of Mona Vale beach in the morning for exercise and frequently you see people with
their dog on the beach but never a council ranger. This has been going on for ever and got worse when council approved the
former lovely space up the top for dogs. I see council now wants to get dogs down on the beach here up until 10 am in the
morning a time when normal people want to use it. The next thing we will see is proposals for poo receptacles on the beach, for
those who actually use them, and maybe an inclinater to get the dog owners and their precious cargo up and down the steep hill.
How ridiculous!
Yes, for gods sake more beach access for dogs is needed. All up and down the coast you can take your dog on the beach but not in
Sydney.
We do not need dogs on any beach. Dogs will no doubt go beyond the set boundaries and times. They interfere with bird and
native animal habitats in the dunes and on the shoreline. The beach is a special place for everyone to enjoy without dogs
defecating and urinating everywhere. The offleash park at Mona Vale Headland smells like dog urine and we do not need the
beach to become a dog toilet.
Dogs do not belong on our beaches, they’re a threat to wildlife, polute the water & environment & there’s many people in the
community who do not feel comfortable around dogs, especially when off leash. There’s plenty of other places to take dogs
without allowing them on the beach. Our wildlife & environment need to be prioritised over the section of the community who
own dogs.
I am definitely SUPPORTIVE OF THIS INITIATIVE WE DESPERATELY NEED MORE OFF LEASH SPACE TO RUN OUR DOGS GIVEN
INCREASE IN DOG POPULATION IN PITTWATER HAS INCREASED X 35% BECAUSE OF COVID many households now have 2 dog and
many households have taken on a dog for the first time. The only water access is Bayview dog park which is completely over
used. NBC. please please put this through we dog owners are desperate. This request by us has been going on and on and on for
over 8 years now.
Thank you for providing more options for us to share with our best furry friends.
It's about time
Think its a great idea
Looks great! Can’t wait
We absolutely need dog off least Area for all the wonderful dogs on Northern beaches
It would be great for dogs to be. Able to swim after a run- great venue
Well needed
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There is not enough areas (with wide space) around the northern beaches for dogs to be active in and we need more available as
more people on the beaches are getting dogs!
100% support. I hope my 16yo poochie gets to feel the sand beneath her paws.
Fantastic initiative! Whilst it would good without time limits I support the current 10am to 4pm suggestion as they’re the best
times to enjoy the time with your dogs. If this could be extended in summer past 4pm that would be wonderful!
The selfish dog owners won’t pick up shit
Bind to be placed for dog poop at footpaths
Dogs have no place at a beach where the public swims
A large amt of the local population love to enjoy the beautiful northern beaches, the actual beaches, with their loyal dogs.
Growing up Dogs were part of beach life here. Please allow that wonderful aspect of life to continue in parts of our sea beach
area.
This area of the beach is usually empty whenever I am walking my dog at the off leash dog park above so I do not feel that it
would negatively impact the greater community but it would really enhance the fun that dogs who love the beach/water would
get. It would also allow dog living families to enjoy the beach with their 4 legged family members. I also feel that having dog
friendly ocean beaches will help with tourism as when we go up the coast for the day, I always look for and choose beaches that I
can take our dog.
Fully support. On behalf of all of our dog families.
This area is adjacent to the existing headland dog park and would be an ideal area for dogs to enjoy a beach environment.
Currently only some board riders us that part of the beach and it is rarely occupied be beach goers.
Will the access to be beach be accessible to abilities? elderly and young?
I think this is a great idea. It's in an underpopulated area of the beach. Great for the soul to have a walk along the beach with our
4 legged friends.
Very needed and thank You.
The ones against this appear to be loud, and unprepared to share. That's why we have the Council, to bring some fairness and not
have it all one-way, as it has been for so long. Thank you for this proposal.
There is nothing quite like a walk on the beach with your dog to forget about life's troubles. Not having to watch for rangers is one
less trouble. Thank you.
Love this - heaps of support for well chosen spaces like this
Please don't listen to the handful of nay-sayers - they complain about everything and are scared of a trial because it will prove
their complaints are baseless.
My parents live at Umina Beach and the beach has a off the dog leash area and when we visit we like to go for a walk along the
beach it is a lovely beach however it has lost its beauty due to the off the dog leach area.
*It is dirty, smelly and dog poo every ,it is degusting.
*Dogs running every where knocking and running into people/children.
*It is stressful and takes away the peace and tranquillity.
I live in Mona Vale and I walk /swim along Mona Vale beach everyday this is important for my mental health and wellbeing it is
beautiful, peaceful and relaxing.
Please I ask you do not destroy the beauty of our Beach and take away the tranquillity.
I dont trust people to clean up after the animals.
I support the Mona Vale dog off leash area. All up and down the coast there are dog off leash areas on beaches which work well
for the dogs and their owners. The southern part of Mona Vale beach does not get crowded - even in summer so there will be
minimal impact on beach goers. What harm can we do if we give this area a trial run? We can't allow the argument that a small
minority of dogs/owners ruin it for the many. We never apply this policy to humans - who very regularly leave rubbish on the
beach.

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

231

Page 211 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

I support the Mona Vale dog off leash area. This part of the beach is hardly used by people even in summer thus it is the perfect
place for this trial run.
Different summer and winter times.
Please allow these changes . For me to have a walk on a beach for exercise with my dog I have to travel to Avoca , it’s crazy !
The two Access points - The sandy opening through the dunes is not safe for the less mobile members of our community. The
uneven steep narrow staircase is positively unsafe, especially when unleashed dogs, their owners, and surfers with their boards
attempt to pass.
24/7 access with on and off leash times, please!
Great place for the dogs to have a run and not bother anyone
Expanding the time to include the day?
Our world is becoming too sterile and up tight.
Dogs are a gift to us and we need to take care of their welfare.
Definitely use this area
Great idea
other beaches also would be great
We would love this as an extension to our existing walk along Mona Vale
think should be allowed anytime in winter when the beaches are empty
A very sensible plan for this mainly unused beach area. Aligning it to the off leash dog park is well thought out. Thank you.
I can see no reason dogs should be excluded during the proposed times and at the southern end of Mona Vale Beach. It is ideally
located close to the current off leash park and the presence of submerged rocks makes it unpopular for people swimming.
Give the dogs some ocean please!! There is so much beach for people, but trying to find a beach which allows dogs is currently
very difficult and sometimes impossible!
The dog beach at Bayview is often unpleasant because of boats and dirty sand.
Dogs are family members and bring joy to many who watch them play.
We need to protect our wildlife and their habitat
My objection to this proposal is centred around - 1. Health - dog droppings in the sand not noticed or collected by owners - could
be stepped in, would attract flies, could wash into the ocean and be washed up elsewhere on the public beach. 2. Safety - dog
attacks are prevalent on the northern beaches with around 2 per week and this creates an unsafe risk for unleashed dogs
attacking other dogs and humans with horrendous consequences. Risk to wildlife on the sand and dunes and surrounding
vegetation areas.
What measures will be in place to limit unleashed dogs to the defined area? Other beach users will be at risk and inconvenienced
at the very least.
Dog owners have proven time and time again that they can't be relied upon to effectively monitor and control their unleashed
dogs to prevent the above issues from occurring.
There is already an offleash area with water access in the adjoining suburb at Bayview so that negates the need for an unleashed
dog area at Mona Vale, a popular metropolitan surf beach.
I would love to be able to walk my dog on a portion of the beach.
Great idea !!
Too many unanswered questions have not been addressed - I cannot support this.
How will the time limits & designated areas be monitored?
What is the expected costs of the expected additional ongoing enforcement & maintenance?
What is the current level of dog related incidents in the area & what is the expected increase?
What is the success/fail criteria of the 12 month trial?
As per previous comments on Palm Beach, only just found this separate section to comment on Mona Vale....
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Again, this area is not terribly accessible to be useful to many people. Dee Why would be a much better location.
I would like to oppose the off leash dog areas for both locations. Currently, every beach is an unofficial dog beach with dog
owners taking liberties to use our beaches at will. My local beach es of Bungan, Mona Vale and Newport are frequently used at all
hours of the day, especially mornings and weekends. The council just does not have enough resources to police our beaches as
they are now, and some selfish dog owners already disobey rules. Why do we think anything will change by segregating two new
areas. In addition, by setting up a new dog area for a minority you then exclude a majority of residents from these areas. In our
community now, you cannot visit any location without dogs. From cafes, beaches to mitre 10 even our national parks, you will
always encounter multiple dogs. Can we please have some areas that non dog lovers can visit without having to worry about
dogs. If you visit any of the northern or southern coastal councils eg boomerang beach you will see how the rules are flaunted by
dog owners. They have similar restrictions to what you propose and yet, it is not enough and dogs can be seen using the entire
beach at all hours of the day. I have also observed this in Bermagui, Tathra with dogs exercised in a dog free bird hatching area
without any care being shown. Our community is already under pressure from dog owners with exercise and noise complaints
one of the biggest issues for council, I appreciate you are under pressure to bring in these areas but until you have the resources
to control our existing non dog areas, I feel you are biting off more than you can chew...so to speak. As a local resident I want to
be able to go somewhere that I do not see or hear dogs. This does not exist in our community, so please get this back in place and
then perhaps I will be more supportive of designated dog areas. Thank you for your time and interest in feedback
My only recommendation is that there are adequate bins placed on entry/exit at each point for all users to assist in both general
rubbish and dog waste disposal
I think the chosen area is ideal given the dog park is there. I know there are some irresponsible dog owners but in general I think
most will do The right thing.
There will be increased traffic and parking around the hospital area.
The dogs will encroach on other areas.
Owners will have no control of the dogs - they can run off, they can startle or attack other beach users.
Owners don't pick up after their dogs already up at the headland, poo on the beach would be disgusting.
Pollution on the beach from dog poo and wee - running off into the water
Disturbance of wildlife - nesting sites etc
As the area becomes more populated there will be more dogs
Sets up a precedent for other beaches in the area
There are already dogs on the beach in the morning, despite restrictions - who will police the timings?
I am a regular beach user - every day. We are already subjected to dogs who aren't meant to be there. I have no wish to be
hassled when I walk along the beach by dogs or their owners. I have no wish to step in dog poo that has been left behind. I don't
want to hear barking when I'm quietly walking.
Currently have to drive to Clontarf or Bayview.....Narrabeen would be even closer too...please consider this beach too.
Dogs are becoming ever more popular now with families, retirees and singles as they offer great companionship. So much so they
are now an extra member of the family and as such people want to be able to include them in a day at the beach or just when
exercising ourselves. Most councils, if not all to the north of Sydney offer dog friendly areas on a great number of beaches, if not
all day then just early in the morning or later in the day. I would like to see the council consider this for most beaches on the
peninsula not just the two you are currently looking at. Could we have say 5am - 8am (9am in winter) and say 5pm - 8pm (4pm in
winter) for nearly all beaches? Or like they do in QLD all day in a designated zone away from the flags.
There are often dogs there now already and there are a lot of dog owners who do not pick up after their dogs. I worked at the
hospital and saw this on a daily basis where dog faeces were always around. It ruins a beautiful beach for others. They already
have the park which is beautiful with amazing views and that is filthy
Dogs need to have more access to natural environments for their own wellness and dog owners need to have places they can
take their pets where they’re not restricted to being on a lead - thank you for trialling this
Yes! Desperately needed
There are nowhere near enough off leash areas in this part of the northern beaches.
I think it would be wonderful. Please let’s try it out!! My dog would be in heaven and so would I. I daily take my dog to mona vale
headland and look down and think how lovely it would be to be able to walk the beach. I rarely walk the beach now I have a dog
as I need to walk him and he isn’t allowed so I miss out too on the sand between my toes as well.
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I’m absolutely against the idea. While appreciate there are a lot of responsible dog owners out there unfortunately there are too
many irresponsible ones. You only have to look at the state of the current off leash area at the adjacent Robert Dunn reserve for
confirmation. Woth a young fanily and frequent users of both Mona Vale and Warriewood beaches. I unequivocally object to the
proposal.
It’s great for the community to have a place where dogs and kids can run outdoors on the beach. Get kids away from screens and
outside on the beach with their dog - it’s great for mental health. I regularly visit dog beaches on the Central Coast and don’t see
any impact. Dog owners are generally considerate in picking up after their dogs. The dogs love it and it’s a great family outing.
(1) “Increased traffic and restricted access to Mona Vale Hospital”: increased numbers of dog owners driving to exercise their
dogs on Mona Vale (South) will worsen the already congested traffic and demand for parking spaces, not ignoring public holidays
and summer holidays.
(2) “Hydrology, water quality and sediments”: concern about fouling of the water from dog urine and faeces, resulting in poor
water quality and an unpleasant swimming environment for people.
(3) “Terrestrial biodiversity”: off leash dogs can disturb wildlife, such as migratory birds, by chasing them and disrupting them
nesting and feeding on beaches.
(4) “Migration to Mona Vale Beach (North) over time”: little stopping unleashed dogs running up to Mona Vale (North), over
time. Unleashed dogs are currently seen sporadically throughout most days from ‘mid’ to ‘south’ Mona Vale Beach…ignoring
current policy.
(5) “Impact on evening beach walkers, runners etc.”; after work/school walks will be restricted, as many, especially young
children are anxious when within close proximity of dogs, especially unleased dogs.
(6) “Socio-economic”: the amenity of theses beaches are valued, particularly the pristine beach and the unique view of the
sunset. A key concern is the change of use from a low-key, pristine informal recreation beach to a ‘dog beach’ that will alter the
character and use of the beach. People who don’t like dogs or don’t want to share the beach with a large number of dogs will be
excluded from the beach in the late afternoons when many people like to use the beach to avoid the midday sun. Families with
children, walkers, bathers, tourists and fishers will be most affected by off leash dogs. Some people who don’t own dogs are
fearful of confrontations with dog owners who don’t follow the rules.
(7) “Waste management”: dog faeces would be left on the beach, or dog waste bags not properly disposed of in bins.
(8.) “Noise”: local residents, tourist, surfers, swimmers and bathers will be affected by dogs barking when they are let off leash.
(9) “Safety of visitors to the beach from dogs”. Other beach users, particularly families with children, the elderly, local residents,
walkers and joggers, are at risk from harassment and unprovoked attacks by off leash dogs particularly in the late afternoons
when they like to use the beach. Many beach users fear that dog owners will not be able to control their unleashed dogs.
(10) “Visual impact of regulatory signs.”
(11) “Public health” concerns from dog urine and faecal contamination, particularly from playing in sand, and walking on sand,
and in the water.
(12) “Impact of dogs and visitors on the structural integrity and stability of the beach dunes.”
(13)“ Migration to other beaches across the Northern Beaches”; any new policies will be a basis for policy expansion across other
beaches
(14) “Marine biodiversity”: A dog swimming area at Palm Beach (North) or Mona Vale Beach (South) is contrary to
Commonwealth, State and Northern Beaches Council legislation and policies. I.e. protection of Habitat for marine species,
particularly those endangered.
100% support the proposal
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I have a dog myself, and live in the basin. The basin is protected from additional traffic and minimal rubbish on the beach.
I would hate to see it destroyed, it won’t be a few dogs it will become like bayview where we have all sorted of dogs that bite
other dogs, owners that don’t pick up their poo or leave in a plastic bag on the sand.
The smell from the constant urinating will make it not a place I would take my family swimming (which is where we do now).
The increase in people from additional areas of Will unfortunately damage the tranquil corner of the northern beaches that it is.
Please keep it protected and not allow dogs off the leash area!!!
- dogs on mona vale beach would disturb wildlife, and impact the safety of beach goers.
It needs to be from the track at the end of the dog park ...to GOLF Avenue. Over 20 years now not many humans are visit or use
this space so just so quiet and easy to impliment !
Dogs should not be allowed any beach
There are already too many unleashed places for dogs for goodness sakes!
It’s about time the Northern Beaches joined the rest of NSW and had some dog friendly beaches. The south end of Mona Vale
beach is never that populated anyway. Please make it happen! Thank you.
I’m already constantly dodging dog poo on the grassed dog park area above the beach, I don’t want to be dodging it on the beach
also. There are too many dog owners who don’t do the right thing. Fix the state of the park first and if that remains clean for 12
months then do a trial on the beach.
All beaches should allow access to dogs on a leash with their owners. No difference to footpath or grass verge. Support a few off
leash areas like this one.
Yes, promotes health and wellbeing for dog owners and families.
We need more of these areas as 1 in 2 homes has a dog - strongly support the idea - or even go further and allow at off peak
times for more beaches .
Great to see more beach areas for dogs. There are lots up and down the coast, some with time restrictions and some all day. Love
it!
It’s important for a healthy community to have areas where people and their dogs can exercise freely & enjoy the environment of
our beautiful northern beaches.
Councils north & south have numerous leash free areas for dogs along selected areas of their beaches and its high time Northern
Beaches Council allowed their ratepayers & residents the same facility.
Danger for wild life
Dos need some free nature time too - not just humans. We don't own the beaches.
We would love access to the beach with our dogs as it is truly a great experience for dogs and pet owners alike. Having the
restricted times is a reasonable way to mange the wishes of those in the community, with and without dogs.
This is well needed for the area and in-line with most other areas In Australia
Definitely support this - it's the perfect area of the beach to have this wonderful opportunity for dogs and humans to play.
It would be wonderful to have beach access for our dogs like so many other areas in NSW. Dog ownership has increased. Off leash
areas have not. It defies common sense
No time limit
This is a perfect spot! It's away from the main area. Next to dog park. There needs to be more places available.
Dogs off leash are going to attack birds and will dedicate on the beach and bury it making this difficult for owners to pick up
Soooo overdue
Fantastic proposal!
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Its a good idea.
Do we really want to attract out of area people to bring their dogs to Mona Vale beach? It is probalematic already with many
locals ignoring the No Dogs rules and letting their dogs off-leash.
As a Mona Vale resident I DO NOT support an off leash area at Mona Vale Beach!!
I regularly walk through the off-leash park near Mona Vale hospital and an constantly trying to avoid dog poo left behind by
inconsiderate dog owners. These will be the same dog owners that allow their dog to poo all over the beach. This is despite the
fact that there is plastic bags available to owners to clean up after their dogs.
Great idea.
This is is a great idea as existing dog parks are over crowded with the number of new pet owners since Covid. Recommend the
proposed beach area is extended north of possible to prevent crowding
There needs to be a place for off leash dogs to play! The beach is for everyone not just humans
Although dog owners in the main are responsible for picking up their dogs poop.This is done mainly because when they are
walking the dog on a lead they can miss when their dog dies it’s business.However when the dogs are running around off lead and
the owner is distracted talking to other dog owners.It is in this situation that the dog doing it’s poop is missed or the owner is less
committed to pick it up.
When the dog is off lead on a loose sand beach and dies a poop the droppings are far more difficult to see and when left by the
owner’s pollute the beach and become the potential smelly foot ware for a person enjoying a walk or a surf at that beach.
With regards to the above I would not support a dog off leash area on southern end of Mona Vale beach.
This is usually a very quiet part of the beach in Mona Vale/Warriewood and would be heaven as a dog off-leash area. With
increasing numbers of dog owners over recent years, a safe and fun place to walk, run and swim would be fantastic. Many of the
other off-leash areas are bordered by an open road, not fully fenced, interact with other activities, become very muddy in wet
weather and some are just plain boring.
Many dog walkers walk in the early morning or evening when beaches can be less utilised by other users. Spreading out the
numbers of dogs off leash to more areas
might cause less damage to existing parks and in some instances less confrontation of dogs as they become less focused on each
other and more on their environment.
Dogs seem ecstatically happy on beaches as are their owners, so more than one overused beach reserve in the area would be
wonderful. Thank you so much for considering this option.
Dogs do not belong on the beach
People fo not clean up they wee and poo
Area is too small and the time limits are very restrictive
Very keen for more places to take dogs
I think it should be longer than 300m I.e. extend it to next track thru’ the dunes towards the north. Also with concentration at the
sth end there would need to be an upgrade of the track/path at the bottom of the stairs leading to the beach and ensure there is
a bin at the top of each access track to the beach.
Exactly what is needed!
This is a great plan to allow dog owners with their dogs access to specific beach areas. Definitely should implement this and I hope
the area is monitored for the owners picking up dog poop. I don’t own a dog but I’m fully supportive of this plan, I just want
owners to pick up poop.
Even when a dog is on a leach, many dog owners fail to remove the poo. The problem will surely be greater when the dog is offleach and a distance from the owner. Also many dogs become out of control when off-leach. this makes it uncomfortable for
those walking in the vicinity.
We live in a beautiful area, be nice to enjoy it with our dogs. My brother lives on the sunshine coast and they can take their dogs
to the beach there and it works well for the community.
Great idea and would hope this proceeds
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I do NOT support the proposed dog off leach area on South Mona Vale beach for the following reasons:
1. Bird life will be severely impacted by dogs, including nesting sites.
2. People and Families often walk from Warriewood beach to Mona Vale at lower tides. Children and elderly people are often
harassed and intimidated by dogs. eg. See photo attached at Turimetta
3. Joggers could be chased by dogs.
4. possible dog poos left on beach
5. There is already an off leach dog in the park adjacent this area.
This is a wonderful plan for so many of us who could now enjoy a whole under utilised section of the beach with our dogs. I have
dreamt of this for years to run free on the beach and swim with my dog in the hours when no one really uses the southern end of
Mona Vale. This will make so many people happy.
It would be brilliant to take Stanley (dog)and my daughters to the beach for swim. As we have done this at various other beaches
in NSW inc Hyams beach which has the whitest sand in Australia and is very popular with tourists.
I do not agree with the proposal to allow dogs on such a popular beach.
This is a regular walk way from Mona Vale to Warriewood beach along the sand. It has become even more popular since Covid. It
would be unfortunate to have unleashed dogs running in this area disturbing the tranquility. Joggers especially could find this
difficult and annoying.
Not all dog owners pick up their dog's poos as can be seen walking in the local area (especially on the existing unleashed area).
The beaches are not for predatory animals. This means that the migratory and shore birds will not find a safe resting place.
In an age where mental health awareness is such a massive issue I would of thought opening up more areas for dog owners and
their dogs to not only exercise and enjoy the beaches we are lucky enough to live by but get social interaction within their
community. It’s a win win as far as I’m concerned. I’ve never seen a dog dump it’s car ashtray at the beach, in my experience 99%
percent of dog owners do the right thing and clean up any mess.
I don't trust dog owners to do the right thing, as they already use Mona Vale South beach, leaving dog poo, bags of poo...etc
Bayview park is close along with other waterways. Please
not our beaches...also the spot and time our mothers group meet....we need quiet little spots in the shade for our local kids and
elderly without feeling anxious they may be attached or harassed by dogs off leash.
Why is the trial in Pittwater area only, why not extend trial at Manly north, Curl Curl?
The same group keep pushing this agenda year after year, yet to be policy for good reason....environment, safety, respect, noise,
parking....Why do dog owners feel the need to include their dogs in every aspect of their lives...unfortunately during covid dog
sales have increased significantly, so too have attacks, dog fights, poo on streets, dogs on beaches...without picking up after.
I have been tripped over by little dogs, scared silly by bigger dogs running full pelt at me and that is even before any indication of
it being allowed. I have seen people cover dog poo with sand. And there is an off leash area already in this location.
There are dogs unlawfully on northern beaches beaches already who disregard the laws and let their dogs roam, off leash. I know
of reports that one dog owner lets their dog swim in Freshwater rock pool. They were told by people at the pool that this was not
allowed, but it did not stop them doing it repeatedly. Dog owners in general are not responsible enough to control dogs in a
specific area of a beach. I have been on beaches where there are specified areas but the dogs do not stay in those areas as they
were not supervised enough. What happens when someone comes to the beach and plays in the sand where a dog has urinated.
I have seen this happen on the beach I frequent. Someone's child probably came to the beach that day after the dog had
urinated, and played in the contaminated sand. What a health hazard.
Agree with the project and should be made long term please.
We have so much coastline on the Northern beaches that we can afford to share some with dog owners. I do not own a dog.
We walk from the northern end of the beach up onto the headland numerous times a week and even though poo bags are
provided there are always disgusting dog owners who leave their dogs poo for others to tread in (when they think no one is
looking). The same will happen on the beach and I can’t imagine it will be monitored as I have never seen a ranger on the beach
though there is often dogs there.
Elsewhere in Sydney it occurs, central coast beaches have dogs on some beaches and even Melbourne city beaches have off leash
dog times. I’m sure the self entitled few who oppose this can give up such a small section of a beach.
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The decision should not be made to begin the trial until after the environmental process has been completed. The beach is a
precious echo system which can be easily destroyed. Unfortunately there are many irresponsible dog owners who will abuse this
system and allow their dogs on other areas of the beach. I know this because as a bush regenerator I have witnessed many
incidents of dogs allowed on the beach and have often had to clean up after these dogs. I have never seen rangers patrolling the
beaches to stop these unauthorised dogs on the beach.
Not on the beach!! We already have enough dog parks.
This part of Mona Vale beach is unused except for surfers. The large number of residents who have dogs have had no increase in
beach area for 30 years. We are constantly being shut down by the vocal minority of dog haters. Let dog owners who are also rate
payers have access to beaches like other Council areas
As a dog owner/lover, we are desperate for more off-leash areas in our local area.
I regularly stay down at Currarong Beach on the South Coast which is a carefully managed "dog" and people beach. So long as the
hours are regulated and fines for not picking up poo enforced, I don't see any reason why harmony cannot be achieved in the
same way as it is in Currarrong.
Dogs are part of the family.
There’s already a dog park just above the beach at south Mona vale. Why is another area needed in the same area?
Our pets are a loyal and devoted member of our family and therefore should be considered an equally important part of the
community.
Other city beaches in other states demonstrate that they can be very clean and owners can be responsible. It’s crazy how few
options are available in Sydney. We need to make more effort to provide beaches for dogs
It’s about bloody time
We need more off leash dog exercise areas, this is a great idea
I think this council should respect our first nations people and at least call the beach by its correct name Bongin Bongin beach. Did
the council seek feedback from any first nations people, local representatives, or elders? Mona Vale was originally called Bongin
Bongin....so as to not ruin Mona Vale beach if a trial was to happen, suggest signage reflects Bongin Bongin beach, so as to not
confuse dog owners of the boundary, and Mona Vale Beach lovers know the Mona Vale beach is not part of the trial.
Also suggest there is a significant silent majority afraid to speak against the very voicrious and opinionated dog owners.
This council is ruining Mona Vale with plans of medium developments, demolishing the hospital and now dogs on our local beach.
I can see why the splitwater movement is now growing. I for one will be backing them.
Dogs urinate wherever they are not to mention the faeces which hopefully owners would pick up. How does council propose to
mandate that owners pick up faeces and urine contaminated beach areas. Does council propose to allow dogs to do their
business and exclude humans from walking or laying on the beach ?
We don not currently have a dog but I feel this would be a great thing for dog owners and it’s very fair offering the hours before
10am and after 4pm so that the community also feels safe during the day if they have an issue with dogs. It appears at times the
current area in Bayview is at capacity at the times I’ve visited with friends.
I fully support the proposal. Thank you council!
Dog off the leash areas are available on the Northern Beaches. Majority of Dog owners at Curl Curl lagoon, especially weekends,
do not follow the rules and dogs are often swimming beach side and running along the sand in the path of children. Owners
throwing sticks and balls with dogs running up to beach goers to play along. Dogs off leashes tend to also go after each other.
Dog owners are remiss in picking up after their dogs faeces on the sand. Beach goers do not want to have to swim with or walk
through dog faeces while on the beach. And yes it does happen. Just have to walk along pathways in Narrabeen to see
mountains of poo left behind by dog owners.
The existing dog park is already overrun with aggressive dogs, it smells, there is dog poo everywhere, and now you want to ruin
the peaceful southern corner of Mona Vale Beach aswell and make it unusable for families in the morning and afternoon.
The dog population is large and expanding even more. I think this is a perfect spot, safe, with plenty of room for dogs and owners
to have fun while heaps of room for general public to enjoy the beach if they prefer not to be around dogs. Especially great in
summer as the heat makes it dangerous to walk dogs where they can’t get wet.
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Please please please
Please give us an area for our fur babies to come out with us. We will clean up
That would be great. We need a piece of beach for our beautiful dogs to run around
There are too few dog beaches on the peninsula so those available get crowded, which can be overwhelming for small and shy
dogs. MV south is under used by humans so beach-goers shouldn't be disturbed by dog visitors.
There are already problems with off leash dogs being on Mona vale beach (despite being prohibited all together), including dog
faeces being left behind. The proposed off leash area will result in dogs being unsupervised in the dune vegetation area, causing
more problems and attacking wildlife. The proposed off leash area itself will also become unsanitary and unsafe and take away
the current safe space for human exercise and activity. I also firmly believe that the area will ‘bleed’ into a dog free-for-all along
the entire length of Mona Vale beach - there are already numbers of unleashed dogs being walked on Mona vale beach in the
mornings and evenings.
Extended timeframe during weekends, to reduce and spread number of dogs at same time and provide greater flexibility
This is a great proposal & we hope that it is passed for families to enjoy time on the beach with their dogs
To also allow dogs on the beach between 10am-4pm but on a leash
This is absolutely the right spot for this.
Dog owners already break the rules and have dogs running on all the beaches in our area. I have seen dogs go to the toilet on the
beach and dog owners have already walked off. Also I have young children and want to enjoy our beaches with out the stress of
them being jumped on or attacked at the beach. NBC need to have more rangers booking irresponsible dog owners. Also, an
example of stressful events with dogs, people bring them to rat park for football training and I have seen a lot of dog fights /
attacks. If you put a lot of dogs together it is a disaster waiting to happen. I love dogs but do not believe they should be allowed
on our beautiful beaches at Palm Beach and Mona Vale. I live in Mona Vale and often visit Robert Dunn park, it stinks of dog
poop. Also the chase birds, and dig.
The dog owners rarely comply with the Leash rule, nor do they collect their deposits. Further allowing dogs on the beach would
only ruin it for others who want to enjoy the area, more dog fights and render the space unusable for anyone else. The dogs will
also cause Cause chaos to the local habitat and wildlife. Why do we need to give our prescoius beach to dogs? Very selfish for the
few dog owners
More space provided
Our dogs have rights to exercise just like humans
Fabulous idea allowing families with dogs to enjoy this space. And the time restrictions should keep everybody happy.
Just look at how busy Bayview dog park is! It is a very popular idea and I fully support it.
Please go ahead with this. It just makes sense for everybody
This would be wonderful and much needed.
This is a fantastic idea. On hot days I would love to take my dog down to the beach to cool off just as I would in the afternoon. In
the past if it falls on a weekend I would take him up to the central coast because they already have many beaches like this up
there - a shared space, as it should be. Bayview is often too crowded to take him there so we are in desperate need of more
spaces like this on the beaches.
I love the connection to Mona Vale headland dog park and this section of the beach is relatively quiet. No one will be distributed
by this. A very sensible solution.
Need areas where dogs can swim
A great initiative to get dog owners and their dogs into the fresh air and engage in healthy exercise and walking.
Hopefully there will be sufficient parking provided?
I support this plan and it’s long overdue and need for the area.
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We have 2 dogs and believe the existing dog off-leash arears are sufficient. We've taken our dogs to the Mona Vale dog park
(near the hospital) every day for the last 7 years. The vast majority of owners are responsible although there are some who do
not control their dog and do not pick up their dog's poo. This will continue on the beach if the area is approved as off-leash. It
will also discourage families with younger children from using the beach due to the risk of a dog attack. When our children were
toddlers we were at the south end of MV beach a large American staffie came charging up to the kids - it did no harm but if it did
attack they would be seriously hurt before we could try to stop it, I'm sure the council will absolve itself if any attacks do happen
if the beach is opened up but then it's too late for the poor family whose children are hurt.
I am totally against dog beach areas at Mona Vale/Warriewood.
I have seen dog poo on the unpatrolled beach at Turrimetta and other beaches along the NSW coast - some irresponsible dog
owners don’t pick up their dog’s poo. If you go to Rowland reserve at Bayview it smells of dog faecies. Disgusting!!
There is enough hunan sewerage off our beaches at Warriewood and Mona Vale which would make its way to our sandy
beaches. So please don’t add to it by approving dog beach areas.
Being a resident in the Northern beaches from last year coming from Victoria I see there is a great number of pets and dogs
especially I propose having all beaches open from certain times ie pre 8am and after 6pm big fines for leaving poo
With a very active dog that enjoys the same leisure as I do. I would like to be afforded the space on a beach to take them
The problem will be with those owners that do not pick up their dog droppings. Already in the existing off leash area near the
hospital, owners turn their backs while their dogs defecate resulting in many piles of droppings left on the grassed area. This is
never policed by the council and I can see that this will happen on the sand. How easy is it for them to just kick sand over it as
well, only to be sat on by unsuspecting bathers afterward. Please ensure this is policed and fines are issued. This is the area of the
beach that we, as locals, use to avoid the large nipper crowds near the surf club.
We need at least one dog friendly beach in the Northern beaches , we visit many areas in NSW and I believe we are about the
only council area that doesn’t have one . Please .... in my dogs lifetime 😀 🐶 Deb and Mia
I walk regularly from Mona vale beach to warriewood and there is consistently a large number of dog poos left on the footpath.
The proposal for allowing dogs into the beach will only cause this issue to be replaced on the sand areas. Further to this the bags
used dog owners will be more likely to end up straight in the ocean causing a hazard to marine life.
Hurry up...this has been in discussion for far too long!
Love my dog, my area and the freedom to enjoy both for a quiet walk along the beach
Bayview is way too busy sometimes there are over 80 dogs there how can you train a puppy with that many people around.
Would be great to have more dog friendly beaches.
Will be good to have a little beach access for even these very limited times. I would use this sometimes for my late afternoon,
early evening walk with my dog
I have a dog but do t think they need to go to the beach. I know they enjoy it but it’s not necessary. We need to look after our
environment and respect people who don’t feel safe with dogs.
There is so much evidence it works in other parts of the nsw coast. Humans are more an issue than dogs re pollution. In a time
where mental health is so important, it would benefit so many snd improve quality of life.
There is so much evidence it works in other parts of the nsw coast. Humans are more an issue than dogs re pollution. In a time
where mental health is so important, it would benefit so many snd improve quality of life.
There is so much evidence it works in other parts of the nsw coast. Humans are more an issue than dogs re pollution. In a time
where mental health is so important, it would benefit so many snd improve quality of life.
Which beach will be next.
Dogs deserve some part of a beach!
No dogs on our pristine beaches..not now not ever.
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Totally support opening up some of the beach to dogs. We have been going to the off-leash dog park almost daily for over 12
years. Perhaps there could also be a window of time on weekdays, during the day, when the beaches are practically empty, where
dogs are allowed as well - excluding Summer. Our dogs have never been swimming in the surf. It’s very frustrating that in such a
beautiful part of the world, with such stunning beaches that dogs, who form part of the family, are forbidden.
Perfect location. Adjacent to current off-leash area. Well away from flagged swimming areas.
No dogs at any time,please.
This section of Mona Vale beach is a remnant of the beaches ecosystem that once encompassed all Northern Beaches as well a
most of the Pittwater beaches.
It should be - set aside as a nature reserve - where displaced Blue Soldier Crabs are reintroduced and nurtured, the almost
extinct Ghost Crabs are encouraged, where the noisy Oyster Catcher groups will again visit and the occasional NZ Fur Seal will
feel safe to rest up there, free from the interference by the off leash dogs that regularly invade the area.
We should spend our money creating such a wildlife reserve, with appropriate viewing platforms for local and international
visitors rather that desecrating one our last almost natural beach areas by allowing off leash dogs.
People already illegally take their dogs off leash on the beach. The dogs often run up to us and our kids and scare them and the
owners do nothing to keep them under control, the owners leave poop buried in the sand or tossed into the ocean. The dogs
dominate the beach and make it unusable for people who want to use the beach for playing, sunbaking and swimming.
*I do not support this proposal
*Dog owners have not earnt their rite to use the beaches due to the filthy way they leave the headland!.
*If the dog owners do not pick up after their dogs on the headland how can they be trusted to pick up on the beach where it is so
easy to just throw sand over the poo.
*The suggestion (as mentioned on page 5 of the REVIEW 19-25 May) that dogs would be "allowed to fun freely at full speed"
along the beach when the beach is commonly used by many peope walking along the beach and young families using the
southern end of the beach.
*This is a Health and safety issue
*If there has to be an off leashed dog beach Turrametta beach would be a better option.
Love seeing days play on the beach!!
No dogs at any time,please.
This section of Mona Vale beach is a remnant of the beaches ecosystem that once encompassed all of the Northern Beaches as
well a most of the Pittwater beaches.
It should be - set aside as a nature reserve - where displaced Blue Soldier Crabs are reintroduced and nurtured, the almost extinct
Ghost Crabs are encouraged, where the noisy Oyster Catcher groups will again visit, seagulls, swallows and wagtails will forage
and the occasional NZ Fur Seal will feel safe to rest up there, free from the interference by the off leash dogs that regularly invade
the area, now.
We should spend our money creating such a wildlife reserve, with appropriate viewing platforms for local and international
visitors rather that desecrating one of our last almost natural beach areas by allowing off leash dogs.
Beaches are not deserts - unless we selfishly impose our heavy our footprints on them.
Lots of comments against based on dog dirt on the beach. I see nappies, we don’t ban kids. I see plastic waste, we don’t ban
humans.
Similar for disturbing the wildlife. People are much more populous and much more a problem then the few dogs they bring with
them
Fantastic idea. The majority of Northern Beaches households have dogs and need to be able to legally let them exercise
1_Dog times permitted on beach should be reduced from 4pm to 9am, instead of 10am.
2_ As a local i have observe the peak times in the current area’s are between 4pm & 9am and most people have left for their day
after 9am.
3_ The Trail period should be for 6 months and be highly monitored by rangers during this period. To ensure correct use of the
area and that dog waste is picked up and not just buried in the sand. As a local in Cook Terrace i have witnessed multiple times
when people arrive with their dogs in a car, don’t pick up their dogs waste in the current grass areas and their excuse is always I
don’t have a bag to pick it up and they just walk off.
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4_ More dog bags and bins are required and bins emptied more regularly as more more dogs are coming to the area as a result of
Covid.

Needed and only fair to have dog access. Most households own a dog. Most people want them to have access to a beach. We are
behind the times in this area. Let's have a dog friendly beach or two now!
We find it unhygienic for those who would like to enjoy the beach (including running on the beach) and the water (swimming and
surfing), especially because of the dogs excreta. We are therefore not in support of the proposed dog off-leash area. Pittwater
Council already provides various areas and it doesn't require more areas, and most certainlty not on the beaches.
Yes as a family we constantly take our dog to the Mona Vale park on the headland and would love to be able to also take him
down to the water. As responsible dog owner I would make sure he does not disturb patrons using the beach and will always take
doggie bags to clean up his mess.
We are lucky to be living in the area which has so much water and beaches available however there is very little areas where we
can share it with a humans best friend.
Access from the existing dog park is steep and not accessible.
The beach sand profile for the off leash area is narrow and will adversely affect the safety and amenity of other users of the area.
Dogs will have an adverse impact on the flora and fauna of the area including local birdlife.
The beach for dogs is not safe with rips and rocks and unpatrolled - dangerous for dogs and owners entering the surf.
Dogs will be walked from the area to the north(golf Ave) and will adversely impact amenity and safety of the users of the exiting
coastal walkway and beach area.
NBC has other areas for dog off leash including swimming at Rowland Reserve.
My family lives in Mona vale and we really want to be able to take our dog to the beach
An off leash area at the proposed end of the beach would be a significant benefit to the dog owning members of the community
without causing any major impact to the rest of the beach lovibg community. It would take some pressure off the few alternates
for dog access to water and would likely reduce some traffic on the road. This is a good idea.
Great idea. My dogs love running on the sand and cooling down with a swim . They are dementia carer dog's and need to run and
swim palm Beach and Mona Vale would be great
Cheers
This is a logical extension of the existing off-leash area on the top of the headland and involves a very under-utilised stretch of
beach.
Yes please, this part of beach is not widely used and it would be great for families to spent time together with their pets.
This area is rarely used by the public and there are so few locations where you can walk your dog off leash around Sydney.
I often go with my friend with his 2 dogs to the Park there. Access to the beach would be fantastic as his dogs love to run on the
sand at Bayview.
Dogs do not belong on public beaches.
Families with small children like to use the beach in the mornings and late afternoons when the sun is not so strong. Having dogs
off leash is extremely intimidating for small children. I unknowingly went to a dog park with my 3 year old niece. She was
barrelled over by a dog who kept coming up to her. The owners refused to call the dog away and just said ‘it’s a dog park, my dog
can run free’.
Dogs are animals and therefore can be quite unpredictable. Dogs bite and it’s too late once it’s happened.
A beach is a beautiful, public space for people to enjoy. It generally relaxes people, the sound of the waves, the smell of the
ocean. Dogs would drastically impact this space with their barking and their running and kicking up sand. Not to mention, the
dog droppings that would inevitably be found all over the beach. As there are plenty of dog owners who don’t do the right thing
in the community and pick up after their dogs, the same would happen at the beach. We don’t allow people to poo directly onto
the sand of a public beach, why would we let dogs do it.
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People should be able to enjoy all areas with pets in a responsible way
Not everyone is comfortable with dogs off leashes, even feeling threatened.
I am very supportive of this proposal. The majority of dog owners act responsibly and should have access to more parkland and
beach areas for recreation.
Mona Vale beach is a long enough beach for everybody to enjoy whether you are a dog-owner or not. The dogs enjoy a swim and
most people enjoy seeing the dogs having a swim. Mona Vale beach south is below the existing dog park so it’s logically the best
place for people to exercise their dogs by both running and swimming. Looking forward to enjoying my dog having a surf.
This is a rarely used part of Mona Vale Beach, and provided dog-owners are responsible and collect any waste their dogs create
(which 98% do in my experience) this is a great opportunity for both dogs and owners to access our lovely beaches.
This is a particularly special part of the beach that my family enjoys spending quiet time. My family have been in the Robert Dunn
Reserve and had dogs run wild through this area. Why ruin a special part of the beach for a small group of the population.
Beaches are supposed to be free and open for people. Those who have dogs can go to the dog beaches and dog parks made
available to them by the Ratepayers.
Dogs already have enough off leash areas on parks and beaches across the northern beaches. Any more would be a waste of the
best beaches in the city as dog owners cannot guarantee they could control their dogs when off the leash.
I fully support the proposed off leash dog walking area on Mona Vale Beach (South). The health benefits, both physical and
mental, of dog ownership are well documented. In addition, with the challenges around Covid situations, we are being
encouraged to share our open spaces. With increased numbers of people working from home, to have the beach facility would
assist with managing dog walking as part of the day, and not something which is rushed depending on when people get home
from work. The new walking/bike path has enabled cyclists to share the walking spaces, it would be great to see this for dog
owners who are also ratepayers in the area. Social benefits include more social cohesion in the community and dogs are known
to help with social situations, promote calmness and as stress relievers. The south end of the beach is not used by swimmers as it
is well beyond the safe flagged swimming area on the northern end of the beach. I would recommend the hours are from 3pm
on weekdays to enable families to come and share the spaces directly after school hours. This becomes particularly important in
the winter months when it is dark by 5,30pm so will be much harder for people to walk after this time. Similarly, keeping the
beach area open until 11.00am would help families. I have walked along Mona beach many, many times and it is often almost
completely empty during the week. I get very nervous when I see young children walking their dogs along roads, with so much
traffic (more at the moment with people not taking public transport ) far less safe than being on the beach with space around. I
applaud Council for being pro-active and believe this would be a very positive and welcome change for the Northern Beaches.
Bayview dog park is no longer adequate for the numbers of dogs now owned in the local area. It is a lovely park but simply
cannot cope with the numbers.
Thank you for the opportunity to support his proposal.
I am a dog owner but I strongly disagree with this trial. I use the existing off-leash dog area above the beach, but I am not familiar
with the beach area below. The amount of dog faeces left on the current off-leash area is terrible, and I cannot image the beach
below will be any better. Owners will not be able to stop their dogs straying outside the proposed boundaries and endangering
wildlife, especially in the dark (when most of the proposed permitted times are). And who can see dog poo in the dark? Dogs can
run much faster than their owners, especially on sand. Dog faeces and urine will pollute the land and water, affecting amenity for
wildlife, swimmers and sunbathers. Even if owners pick up dog faeces, often they just leave the bags tucked out of sight, or buried
in the sand, to be exposed at a later date/by children playing in the sand. Off-leash dogs will interfere with the use of the beach
by all people, annoying young and old alike. If this area is accepted after a trial, this will be the tip of the iceberg and dog owners
will seek enlargement of the area/similar ares on other beaches. Our northern beaches are pristine areas that attract tourist and
local dollars alike, and the adoption of any beach area for dog use (off-leash or on) will discourage tourism and usage by locals
alike. Please do not run this trial at Mona Vale Beach (or any other beach). I can't believe this is even being considered.
Since it’s such a small area and we have a lot of beaches here, I think it should be off leash 24/7.

Community and Stakeholder Engagement Report
Proposed dog off-leash areas at Palm Beach (north) and Mona Vale Beach (south)

243

Page 223 of
295

ATTACHMENT 3
Community Engagement Report - Proposed Dog Off- Leash Areas Palm Beach
(North) and Mona Vale Beach (South) June 2022
ITEM NO. 11.2 - 28 JUNE 2022

E.g 1) I run & swim regularly at South Narrabeen to maintain my fitness as an Paramedic. Predominantly during the warmer
months "Every Time" I go for a swim there are Dogs running about off leash up and down the beach or swimming with there
owners. I regularly witness them Shitting on the sand or running up into peoples back lawns to do the same. I have witnessed
"environmentally minded" owners" pick up their dogs Faces into a plastic bag & after checking to see if anyone is watching Throw it onto the sand for others to pick up. The Dogs chase the sea birds that wrest on the sand & run through peoples towels or
chase other beach runners. One Dog even Urinating on a mothers towel as she picked up her child to protect it. Should you ask
these people to politely put their dogs on a Leash & remind them that it is NOT an Off Leash area you are more often than not
told to F/Off or threatened. WHERE ARE THE RANGERS THAT SHOULD BE POLICING THIS ! - Where are the FINES.
2) I also ride the beautiful Narrabeen Lake Track 2 to 3 times a week. It is Impossible NOT to come across Yet Again Dogs off the
leash running wildly through the bush chasing the wild life or Shitting on or around the track. As with the previous example of
community minded Dog owners Bags of Dog Faces are thrown into the bush / left on the track of hung from trees so others can
carry their dogs droppings to a bin. Absolutely despicable !.
These people do as they wish with there Dogs, predominantly with impunity.
Look at the barking Dog issue. I sleep during the day as do many of my Emergency Services colleagues. To get any one from
Council to do any thing about it nowadays is virtually impossible ! !
It is a shame for the many good Dog owners, BUT if you choose to trial this it will be Pandora's Box. They, the Many Many poor
dog owners are a law unto themselves ! Re the examples above & the Council does not have the "will or recourses" to police it.
I have lived in the Collaroy Beach area since birth 59years ago
Need longer hours as winter is too cold for the hours proposed for some!
Dogs need sunshine, salt water and fresh sea air too!
I hate that when I visit Sydney beach’s my dogs feel unwelcome!
So long as people
Pick up pop and have on leash I can’t see why that can’t co exist on beach’s!
A fantastic idea, that will be greatly enjoyed by the many dog owners in the northern region of Northern Beaches LGA. Thank you
Council.
I have experience at Tallows Beach, Byron Bay and Blueys Beach , mid north coast. These are
"dog friendly" beaches. There is a constant problem with dog poo, often in a plastic bag.
There is also an issue with dogs bounding up to children who are easily frightened by jumpy , unruly dogs.
The northern beaches needs to get with the times
Wonderful proposal. Finally coming to an arrangement to make the beaches accessible and fair.
So important to respect the needs of ALL community members
Fantastic idea!
Yes, absolutely!
Having to share the park with dogs is bad enough we don’t need them at the beech too! People should keep their dogs in their
backyards they don’t need to come to the beach.
All for it!!
We need spots we can take our dogs onto the beach
Dog owners can’t even keep the headland above faeces free. We walk daily to Warriewood and the grass area headland it always
full of dog droppings that inconsiderate dog owners fail to pick up so imagine the mess that will follow on the beach. Also as we
constantly walk the beach from Mona Vale to Warriewood many times dogs have been at the southern end illegally and have
rushed up to us and we have feared being bitten. There is plenty of area at Bayview where dogs can roam and swim. We do not
wish to share our beach with dogs and their droppings left in the sand.
Anticipate more traffic in area, already a nightmare near hospital at peak and weekend.
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Have noticed Pittwater Unleashed inviting out of area dog enthusiast to vote NO to support their cause? As such expect a bias
outcome.
Council have put alot of effort and money to drive this cause....I have no doubt a trial will happen....just as I expect more
development and less infrastructure per capita.
Suspect the trial will not be a favourable one going by the lack of respect for current policy, and treatment of existing dog parks
and reserves.
thannnnk you!
The proposed plan is reasonable and sensible. Dog owners need this extra space nuts not Benares the surf club, flags or homes.
Please allow
Our beaches are sacred and should be treated with respect by people. This will not happen when dogs are allowed to roam. This
happened at Long Reef when a man set his dog on a seal.
Dogs and their irresponsible owners pose a risk to our wildlife and the council should not be asking for a popular vote, but
protecting our native species and environment.
Fabulous idea, desperately need more doggy beaches as Rowland Reserve can get overcrowded at times. 100% support this.
This model works so well on many beaches ( not just one or two) in Far North Queensland.
I fully support your proposal for Mona Vale beach off-leash area. Makes perfect sense and will greatly improve the amenity
without impacting the public's use of the beach given that it is quite isolated and used predominantly by surfers.
With the dog unleashed park above ,great for dogs & family to have a swim below.
I walk my dog every day on the off leash area and people do not pick up their dog poo. They will not pick it up on the beach and
the council does not fine offenders. At night on the beach they will not pick uo the poo as they cant see it so it you go ahead with
this it should be limited to daylight hours. I use that beach to relax and suntan and do not want to sit among dog poo. Out of
control dogs will nit stay in the designated zone and could be a problem for small children enjoying the beach early.
Would love later morning hours ie past 10am
This would be an amazing facility for the community, animals getting exercise and owners getting exercise can not be a bad thing.
Its about time we recognize the impact pets have on our lives, they deserve a free space to frolic and have as well.!!
Bring this on.... Great initiative!!!
Great option for an additional off leash beach area for the Northern Beaches. Will certainly decrease congestion at Bayview and
improve dog and owner safety.
Why not let leashed dogs on beach??? and not UNleashed dogs???
Most serious walkers want a safe place to walk their dogs, not an area for people with their off lead dogs that they do not control
(eg. Bayview). If dogs are on lead, owners are much more likely to pick up after their dogs.
The area should be enlarged toward the north. This area of beach is comparatively underutilsed, being remote from existing
parking areas and would allow a larger area for the many responsible dog ownwers in the area.
Yes definitely. We (dogs and humans) would love to watch and walk our dogs on the beach. Smiles by all will happen.
Need more places!!! Dogs love the beach and we love taking them and enjoying the beach with your dog but can’t!
No more public space given over to dogs! Stop encouraging dog ownership on the northern beaches where the environment can't
cope with the ever increasing number of humans let alone domestic animals. Do not ruin beaches with dog poo & trampling dogs!
See the damage they do at dog parks where there is erosion and loss of vegetation. There just should not be so many dogs!
Too many people have more than one dog and no consideration for where it is going to exercise. The public should not lose
access to natural environment because of dog owners. Dog owners should only be allowed one dog and pay for dog-amenities.
Dog owners are not being responsible as evidenced by dog poo & discarded poo bags everywhere and dogs off leash where they
shouldn't be. Do not reward them with access to our beautiful beaches at the expense of the public!!!
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I am a dog owner and live near the proposed area - I am totally against it !
- owners so often are unaware their dogs have done a poo as the dog may be behind them , or they are chatting or using their
phone to message/google/ check email etc , in the park the messes are often picked up by others as there is always so many piles
left behind ( most days I pick up three piles ) . Those who wish to visit the area after dark experience a minefield !
- the street parking is already a problem with beach users ,headland walkers , fitness groups dog park users and staff from
Mona Vale Hospital all congesting the area - residents in these streets are already frustrated with the inability to park during the
day
- the Coronation Street lights are already an extreme choke point in the mornings and afternoons - this is the only direct Traffic
Light junction for North bound traffic north of the lights at Narrabeen Lake
- I see how many beach walkers , joggers , fishermen and generally healthy activity people use this unique corner of the long
beach and I predict there is going to be a lot of conflict between these people and off leash dogs interfering with them enjoying
the space in peace .
- The vegetation in the dune areas adjoining the proposed area will become dog toilets as the pathways to the beach will be off
leash - the unrestrained dogs can go and do their business wherever they feel like
- why put another dog exercise area adjoining where there already is one - it does not make any sense and local residents are
already compromised
I surf here all the time and do not want me and my kids to have to walk through an off leash dog area to get in the water. I know
how chaotic the off leash area is at Bayview as I have taken friends dogs down there. I do not see repeating this as desireable on a
surf beach.
I am completely opposed to this. Dog owners will not clean up after their dogs and in addition to dog poo being left all over the
grass area at Mona Vale it will also be on the beach.
Dogs also give off a strong scent that will attract sharks close to shore placing the lives of swimmers and surfers at risk.
I can't believe this is even being considered!
We have enough dog parks in the Northern Beaches. Leave this one to people only.
Dogs should NOT be allowed on MONA VALE beach.
I don’t want my grandchildren being scared when they go to the beach and I don’t want to be feeling anxious every time I see a
dog on the beach. I go there early in the morning for pleasure not to be intimidated by dogs off leashes
Dogs do not belong on our beautiful beaches. They are a hazard to our wildlife and other beach users.
Dogs do not need to go to the beach!! There is already Bayview nearby if a dog needs to go for a swim.
Can we please have similar trials for the unpatrolled middle sections of Curl Curl and Dee Why beaches?
Can the hours be increased during the cooler months? eg. I don't say too many sunbathing at this time of year, therefore not
much risk of wet dogs disturbing sunbathers :)
Owners will not remain in boundaries. Faeces , aggressive dogs and aggressive owners and people failing to leash dogs after
exiting area are all issues
How do you limit the area a dog can go into? Even now with dogs not permitted dogs are taken onto the beach. Obviously there is
no respect for Council signage or beach goers.
The area selected is heavily used by surfboard riders and sunbakers. How do they protect their belongings from the raised dog
leg.
The “dog park” above the beach always has droppings left by so called responsible dog owners.
Keep dogs off the beaches.
There are not enough beaches that are dog friendly. It would be great to have one to have one in Mona Vale
See uploaded file
I have lived in Mona Vale all of my life and walk along the beach every morning for most of my life. Occasionally there is a dog off
its leash on the beach and I have to leave. Not everyone likes dogs. On a leash is fine, but why should I be forced to have
someone's dog jump all over me?
I used to go fishing near the boat ramp at Rowland reserve until it became an unleashed dog area. Please don't force rate payers
who don't want dogs near them to be more and more limited on where we can enjoy ourselves in Pittwater.
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Having recently moved from the Manly area to Avalon, an area on a beach for dog exercise would be greatly appreciated. My
experience on similar such areas has been positive as I believe that the majority of people using these types of areas are
responsible. If they're not, then other people are usually pretty quick to keep them in line!
The indicated trial area is just not enforceable. Who is going to be there to ensure dogs do not go within 45m of southern
headland and stay out of sand dunes. The dogs will just be taken off leash and allowed to go where ever they want. An example of
this is Progress Park at Nth Narrabeen where the dogs are off leash from Jackson Road to all the way past Powderworks Road
which is well outside the designated area. There is no enforcement of these rules.
Similarly who is going to enforce the boundaries and time limits at the beach. Access is too slow for rangers to respond to any
incidents there.
This southern section of the beach gets a lot of use in the morning from people parking at the north end of the beach and walking
to the headland and back. Who is going to protect these people from the free ranging dogs ? Over the last several years this strip
off sand has been very narrow with high tide frequently reaching the base of the sand dunes to leave no usable beach.
Unless council is going to have an employee at the beach every day to patrol and enforce boundaries and time limits this trial will
only lead to conflict.
How are rescue vehicles going to be driven along beach if they have to navigate dogs running off leash everywhere ? How is
council going remove all the rubbish and dog waste that is going to be left behind ?
If the council is going to cave in the noisy dog lobby they should allocate a full beach such as Turrimetta Beach that is little used
and the access to which is only marginally worse than South Mona Vale.
Regardless of decision on trial all the parking on the northern end of Narrabeen Park Parade along Robert Dunn Reserve should
be turned into 1 hour parking and pay & display to ensure access to parking for users.
Tony Hilliger
Life Member
Mona Vale Surf Life Saving Club
Leave our natural environments and beaches clean and undisturbed by impact of domestic animals.
Leave our natural environments and beaches clean and undisturbed by impact of domestic animals. There is already an off-leash
area in Mona Vale. Why is Council considering risking our beautiful beaches for another off-leash area? Once you permit dogs on
the beach, it is unlikely they will stick to the designated area - how can you stop a fast running dog from running up the whole
beach? Who will monitor compliance and what action would be taken for non-compliance? If you want an off-leash beach then
choose a smaller one like Warriewood and make the whole beach off-leash. Making a partial area off-leash is too difficult to
manage and ensure compliance.
Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes. When can the trial start?
This is really needed in the area. Great for all the family to enjoy time at the beach with their family pet.
A great idea and about time
I fully support allowing dogs and dog owners access to enjoy the beach
The connection with the existing Dog excersize area is great. I would personally use this a lot as it is quite close to my home. This
would be great!
Great to have a beach area for dogs
Fantastic idea!
Needed for dog owners to exercise, (both the dog and themselves.)
Fantastic to see beach access for dogs finally!!
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There has been an explosion of dog poo in parks, on foot paths and even playgrounds in the last 6 months. I have witnessed three
seperate incidents where dogs off leash have killed a baby bush turkey, possum and lizard. Irresponsible owners and dogs with
their attack instincts are not in my opinion welcome to destroy our beaches.
I am not a local, however I own 5 dogs and compete in various dog sports. I would like to have the option of visiting this beach if
in Sydney attending a dog competition or visiting friends in the area.
Each dog owner should be carbon taxed annually as the average dog has a carbon footprint equivalent to a small car, further,
households should be licensed annually and need to meet strict housing conditions. Any owners who breach the conditions of
license should be heavily fined, the animal destroyed and prevented from animal ownership for years. The $7B dog and cat
industry should attract a 25% sales tax on goods and services, the proceeds of which could be directed to feral animal
extermination. All of these strategies would discourage ownership, reduce carbon pollution and remedy the human disgrace that
distorts the allocation of food resources to these human manufactured abominations. The mentally ill who own dogs and cats
could also be assisted. The environmental impact of this proposal is unacceptable and local government and state governments
need to police the companion act and also strengthen it to satisfy the silent majority and protect the environment.
Wonderful opportunity for large proportion of the community
The proposal should work very well as long as the time and area parameters are kept. The dogs could cause havoc if let loose on
the bird life on the golf course!
Let them enjoy our beautiful surf beaches!
Great proposed location, should not cause any loss of facilitity for other beach users.
Why ?
I.E. why should we be creating this for dogs
Next we will need to have over night accommodation so that regional dogs will have the equal and same rights as canines - buses
from Bourke for working dogs without a holiday.
Can we have an off leash area for all Pets or local domesticated mammals reptiles etc
The Northern Beaches has a large dog ownership rate. I support more dog friendly spaces, especially beaches.
This is a brilliant idea 👍👍👍👍
As an ex dog owner I really wish it had been in place when I was a daily user of the hilltop off leash area beside the hospital. Fully
support it.
South Mona Vale Beach would be an ideal place for dog owners and their pets to share free open space.
It creates healthy exercise and promotes happy well adjusted people who enjoy interacting with their animals.
Its about time!!
Probably the best place for it on the whole northern beaches matches a dog park
I rely on my companion pet for my mental health and walking on the beach also helps me with my anxiety. Not being able to do
this activity with my dog on the northern beaches is very upsetting. Dogs also rely on playtime with other dogs for social
interaction and you would find that majority of dog owners clean up after their pet. Dogs are a member of the family and should
be treated as such, we have had very enjoyable times at other beaches on the NSW coast that allows pets, it feels very restricted
here and behind the times.
This is a great location, especially if it is integrated with the existing offleash area. Water and beach access for dogs is great for
enjoying the outdoors with their owners. It is clean, no mud or grass stains, and no ticks, a very big deal in this area. If there are
time and season limitations to avoid clashing with busy, popular usage, then that is reasonable, but I have not seen much usage of
this area at all. As one of my dogs is deaf, I cannot let it run on areas adjacent to roadways, as she cannot hear a recall command.
But the beach is safe, and there is no car risk. I recently was at the Avalon vet, when two little dogs ran over the road. The owner
was frantic, obviously, and apart from the negative aspects of mud, dirt, grass stains and ticks, there is no barrier at the North
Avalon dog park. As I commented in my other submission, the present facility at Rowland Reserve is nice but unsafe (for humans
and dogs) as it is overcrowded. With an increased number of dogs in the area it is clear that the current facilities are now
inadequate.
Support 100%. we need more shared spaces!
Suggest, along with the trial proceeding, that there should be an aligned education plan for the whole community, that embraces
key messages: harmony, community (smile), waste management (pick up your litter, pick up your poo) and dog owner's
responsibilities.
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Health & safety readons
Excellent idea. About time there were dog areas on the Northern Beaches.
I'm a dog owner and dog lover. Cooks Terrace has been our favourite spot for over 20 years.
The area is already occasionally frequented by off-leash dogs and when that happens they completely spoil the
amenity/atmosphere. Owners rarely bother to pick up the excrement.
I'm presuming the plan is for people NOT to use the beach and to hand it over to the dogs!
Off-leash dogs do not co-exist with the people and families who just want to enjoy the environment.
I strongly support the off leash dog area proposal
Let people enjoy the beach without being pestered by dogs. There is a massive dog exercise area right above the beach already!
This is a positive step forward. We live in an area with a high % of households containing dogs but a relatively low % of beach
areas for dogs (with access to clean swimming water).
It’s about time
This proposal makes good common sense. With the dog park already above the south end of Mona Vale beach, a short stroll
down to the beach would enhance the outdoor experience for many dogs and their owners. I'm surprised it has taken so long for
this proposal to be taken seriously. I sincerely hope that good sense and logic prevails in this proposal and we are able to let our
dogs run free, play and splash in the water.
I walk in the dog park at south Mona Vale most days. My husband and I recently counted 13 dog poos along the track without
looking too far.
The same dog owners are likely to use the beach.
I don’t trust their behaviour will be any different on the beach than the dog park and our beautiful beach will not be somewhere
we’ll not want to sit or let the children play.
Who is going to monitor this?
Will there be cameras to identify irresponsible owners?
I doubt the poorly behaved dog owners will be any different on the beach.
Please don’t let our beach become a dog toilet.
Dogs should not be allowed on surfing beaches
People require more areas to exercise their dogs safely and without impacting native bushland or bothering other people. This
area seems to fit those criteria.
It is great for exercising dogs.
Wonderful idea. 24 hour dog friendly beach seems more appropriate. There is plenty if space at the remainder of the beach for
people who would prefer a dog free experience
I like dogs but do not support beach based off lease areas. The area cant be fenced. Dogs ingesting salt water can get diarrhoea
which dog owners would not be able to pick up thus contaminating beach area. Many dog shampoos are dangerous to marine life
when it dissolves offthe dogs coats. Dogs chase wildlife such as birds, etc. There always appears to be someone with an aggresive
dog that they bring to the beach which picks on other dogs and causes concerns to other beachgoers. For these several reasons, i
am against beach based off leash areas for dogs as council is unable to plan for these eventualities..
The owner won't look or won't think to pick up after their dogs.
There are too few rangers anyway.
- I've tried calling about dogs on Turimetta beach, but nothing ever happens.
Small portion of wonderful area should be available ti exercise dogs & their owners please. Thanks also for opportunity to have a
say
Yes I support the changes but 4pm to 8am is sufficient and this must be controlled!!
The community needs this, and more like it, ASAP!
Get on with it and get your documentation and processes right.
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Mona Vale (South)
Suggest times adjusted from 4pm to 10am to 6pm to 9am
Great suggestion - we need more places like this along the beaches. One on lower NB, e.g. in connection to the Curl Curl reserve,
to replace the unsafe and unsanitary spot in the lagoon.
I would suggest consider mor daytime availability as well - to suite families wanting to go to the beach together with their dogs.
I am a responsible dog owner and my dog adores the beach. Just fine the hell out of people who do not pick up after their
hounds.
This area of beach is used by few people even in summer. Would be great also as Rolland Reserve is becoming very busy
My family and I are looking for places to walk and to be with our dog.
Do not agree with dogs in the beach
This is a delightful proposal and will enhance the enjoyment of users of the Mona Vale off leash dog park for both residents and
their dogs. This is one of my favourite dog parks. It is large enough to accomodate lots of dogs and their families. The views are
beautiful and the provision of seats enhances the enjoyment of all. access to a short section of beach would be wonderful. I often
walk my dog here and that section of beach is rarely used. there are a few surfers further out and the occasional walker but very
few sitting groups. An excellent idea to allow rate payers with dogs some occasional access.
Dog owners pay council rates, pay taxes, and deserve fair access to public space in their community which they pay to maintain.
Other councils allow dogs on beaches so why the northern beaches council isn’t following suit. It’s about time for the dog owners
to benefit of our public places
We need an on leash beach area near curl curl/Freshwater. Its a long way for people to drive and add to the already grid lock
traffic towards mona vale / palm beach. People without cars and dogs that cannot ride in cars need a on leash beach to paddle,
relax and exercise. People cannot ignore dog poo when you have control of your dog on lead.
How do dogs understand the boundaries given that they’re free to roam? Is an owner going to pick up - will they even know if it’s
required? (Out of sight out of mind). This beach is pristine - used by many for fitness...daylight savings means we will be tripping
over dogs until nightfall - the times allocated impact on many workers who only have the beginnings and ends of each day to
frequent the beach. I can’t imagine owners picking up if there’s no one in the facility to keep in check - I don’t want to have to
confront people about their dogs behaviour which is often unruly - bear in mind dogs already are free to roam in the headland
directly above - if they want to get wet then there’s the existing bay view dog park 10 minutes away. When the new surf club is
completed it will attract many more to this beach - please keep it for the people who love a peaceful pristine environment.
With so much planned expansion of new homes we definitely need more space to accommodate pets
At the moment the existing exercise areas are at max.
Dog ownership has never been greater yet there has been no increase in off leash areas.
An off leash dog beach linked to the existing Cooks Terrace dog park would be a very welcome place to walk our dog.
I’m supportive of more off leash areas in general ONLY IF - there is improved signage in playgrounds, parks and beaches when
dogs are either not allowed or need to be on a leash. There is poor community knowledge of the basic laws around this and the
amount of times that I’ve been yelled at when my children have been frightened and screamed due to an off-leash dog jumping
on them is despicable.
Most playgrounds and beaches either have tiny signs or no signs.
My comments will always be fine - only if you put a lot more effort to enforcing it and educating the community.
The responses I’ve had when contacting your rangers have shown a complete lack of accountability.
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I live in Narrabeen Park Parade opposite the existing dog off-leash park (Robert Dunn reserve) on the south headland of Mona
Vale beach. I currently have three grandchildren aged 1, 3 and 5 and have another ‘on the way’. I regularly take my grandchildren
across the road to this dog park to either kick a ball and/or fly a kite. Unfortunately, it has become our routine that when we get
home, we have to stop at the front garden tap to wash the ‘doggy foo’ off our shoes and the ball. I am constantly told that this is
because there is always one irresponsible dog owner who pick up after their dog and that it is this person who earns a bad name
for all dog owners - I must say however that for the number of doggy doo’s that we see, either that one person’s dog leaves an
awful lot of these ‘little surprises’ or the truth of the matter is that there are a lot more than just one irresponsible dog owner. In
addition to these woes, my 3 year old grandson is now petrified of all dogs if/when they ever get near him - he has been bowled
over on numerous occasions by dogs either trying to get the ball he is playing with or simply by those that get ‘over excited’ in
their playing antics. It is because of these issues that instead of playing in the park, we have taken to ‘running the gauntlet’ by
walking through the park to the pathway and steps leading down to the south end of Mona Vale beach where we can play in
peace away from the dogs. You may argue that we could go to Warriewood beach as an alternative, but the walk to Warriewood
is far more arduous, particularly for a 3 year old, not to mention a 1 year old whom will soon be wanting to kick the ball or fly the
kite with his cousins. We already have a ‘dog off-leash’ area at Bayview Park on the end of Pittwater - this area has direct access
to a sandy beach and the calm waters of Pittwater - the difference to the proposed area being the lack of waves. This existing area
is ‘out of the way’ as far as beach enthusiasts are concerned, so it is ideal for dogs to run freely without disturbing anyone - this
should give their owners the exhilaration they are seeking when they see their dogs running amok without having to worry
whether they are disturbing anyone else. This ‘doggy beach’ at Bayview is within 3 to 4 kms of the proposed ‘mixed dog and
people’ beach on the south end of Mona Vale beach. I understand and accept that dogs are an integral member of many families
and that they need to exercise, but I am at a loss to understand why there needs to be a second beach/water area, particularly
the ‘people used’ surf beach on the south end of Mona Vale beach, when the one they already have is so nearby. I am not a
wowser, in fact, this is the first time ever that I have voiced my opinion on any Government proposal, but I am adamant that I
strongly oppose this proposal to ruin this beautiful beach for a minority group. Whilst I am happy to continue tolerating the dogs
and their ‘crap’ in the park on the headland, I most definitely am not happy to put up with it down on the beach!!!
There are so few places to take dogs for a good run on the northern beaches. These off leash locations are essential. Not only do
they serve an important purposes for socialising dogs which are an important part of many residents lives, but they also provide a
place for dogs to be separated from those people in the community not so keen on dogs.
Locations like the end of Mona Vale beach is perfect given so few people use it on a regular basis and there are no houses nearby.
Unfortunately there are far too many dog owners who don't take responsibility for their dogs when they take them down to that
beach now. i regularly walk along the beach from mona vale to the south of the beach and have been bailed up numerous times
by dogs who's owners have let them loose. if i go to a dog park that would be my choice and i would have to tolerate badly
behaving animals (and their owners). i should be able to go for a walk on the beach without having to put up with badly behaving
animals
Hello,
I am sorry but this is terrible. I live on mona vale beach and have done for 10 years. I enjoy running to the end of the beach and
back. I am scared of dogs. This will limit people’s opportunities to relax and enjoy the beach. No one wants to be laying down and
having balls thrown around and dogs sniffing their faces and towels. Pooing on the sand etc. in Brazil the dogs are allowed on the
beach and it puts a fungus in the sand that causes a skin fungus that looks like white patches on your skin that you can’t get rid
off. I have two toddlers now and that’s our beach. I want to take them there without the fear of unknown dogs being able to
come up to us. Fear of salmonella. It’s enough to watch them with water safety on the beach. We don’t need dogs added to the
area. It is a fitness area for locals. Dogs already have the top part of the headland that I have stepped in dog poo too many times
to count. Don’t make our beaches disgusting too. This is not fair. Why mona vale beach? There are locals there that have enjoyed
it for years and want to bring up kids there and keep enjoying it.
It is not safe. It is not nice to lay in sand that has urine and faeces on it
Thanks
Not enough dog beaches in the area
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We find dogs off leash are a problem. Currently on our daily walks we regularly come across dogs roaming free on Newport,
Bungan, The Basin, Mona Vale and Warriewood beaches. At our age an aggressive dog off leash is a threat to our relaxed
peaceful walking on the peninsula. I totally understand dog owners banding together and pushing, loud, vocal, high profile
campaigns. But the loudest voice in the room is not always the majority voice in the community.
There are currently 28 dog leash free areas in the northern beaches council area, plus owners can walk their dogs on leash pretty
much anywhere. There is an off leash dog area adjacent to the hospital which I know regularly has dogs off leash so we avoid it.
Extending this to the beach seems unnecessary. Dogs won’t stay inside the designated area. We have walked the beach from
Warriewood to Mona Vale baths at low tide a number of times. It’s a pleasant safe walk. Dogs off leash will not assist this.
The biggest problem is inappropriate dogs and poorly educated owners. Certain breeds are not appropriate in a city, suburban or
beach area. Owners often don’t train their dogs or simply don’t understand that why we like dogs, we don’t like them jumping all
over us or rubbing close to us. Both of us are on blood thinners and I have had two heart attacks, I don’t really appreciate dogs on
beaches or in parks, off leash, when we are walking. Even a dog jumping can cause serious bruising on limbs.
Finally let me point out I have been bitten three times by dogs, twice on the northern beaches. I was also trained in Veterinary
Science at Sydney University in the 60s. Part of my training in animal husbandry was don’t trust any dog and only own a dog
suitable for your accomodation and the Australian climate. So let them enjoy the 28 areas they already have allocated and don’t
extend them.
The area is not a highly used area by other beach goers - surfers, walkers, etc. Other users have a large expanse of Mona Vale
beach for their activities. The area is near the existing off leach dog areas and accessible to that area. This means dog walkers are
less likely to encroach of other area. I strongly support this trail
Many, many people in the area have dogs and their needs and enjoyment are too often overridden by the anti-dog minority. I feel
that this area is worth a trial.
Note - I feel that the inevitable complaints that will arise during the trial should be closely examined. I also feel that any
irresponsible dog owners that can be identified need to be made aware of the impact they have on anti-dog and public
perceptions.
We must strive to be a community that has a place for all and tolerance to things that may not be exactly how we would have our
personal world but are important to others.
A time of day use of the southern end of Mona vale beach south is long over due. I think a designated dog off leash area should
be longer than 300m and 500 m would be more appropriate. The hours proposed should also be longer, especially outside of day
light saving time to allow for more time prior to darkness in the afternoon.
Provide poo bags on stands at beach entry so no excuses for not picking up the poo. (Also bins to put poo bags in. Clear markers
on beach for boundaries.
See comments I made for Palm Beach .
1. Too many owners are not good citizens
2,Dogs scare children and dog phobic abducts by running up to them. This leads to the general public deciding to avoid the area.
Trials in other locations demonstrate that dogs unleashed should not be allowed on public beaches.
Great idea
Already, many dog owners ignore existing rules, whether that is around picking up their dog's faeces, keeping them on a leash, or
out of establishments where food is served. Council is unwilling or unable to control these digressions adequately, creating a defacto abolishing of such rules, certainly in the mind of dog owners. Allowing further encroachment on the rights of the majority of
the community to enjoy their environment in safety by creating further beach leash-free areas is wrong without evidence of
effective enforcement of existing rules.
To whom it may concern I am writing for Council to consider that parts of our local beaches be dog friendly.
I am in full support of the proposed off leach areas on both Mona vale and Palm Beach.
Having experienced similar schemes on beaches in Queensland, the Central Coast and Victoria then dog friendly beaches and
associated rules can and do work.
Kind regards
Lily
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There are plenty of dog friendly zones, I don’t think we need another one at Mona Vale Beach, especially when there are kids
around.
Can't happen fast enough. Would be fantastic if aftert the trial the ongoing access was unrestricted during winter. This section of
beach is hardly ever used even in the height of summer. The steps alone prohibits use by those with mobility issues which is such
a shame. For future access it would be great to consider beaches with easy access so as to accommodate residents & visitors with
mobility issues that have dog/s.
I absolutely agree! There should be more off leash areas on the long and unused sections of beach. You should really look at what
Central Coast residents enjoy with pretty much every beach enjoying off leash areas. My children and I love to visit the Coast with
our pup for long walks on the beach, however we should not have to venture out of our local area to do so. Objections re dog
waste and ecological habitat are unfounded and quite absurd.
North Curl Curl off leash reserve should also be extend to include the beach.
I welcome the proposed off leash area at Mona Vale beach
would be amazing for pet owners to be able to exercise on the beach and enjoy our beautiful suburb. We recently moved here
from Ku-ring-gai and were disappointed that there is only Bayview dog beach near us that we can visit with our dog. There are so
many beaches and so much space there is room for everyone. Please vote to approve the dog off-leash beach areas PLEASE.
Thanks so much
Off leash dog areas are a massively popular community asset. I know so many people in my local area now because we come
together through our dogs.
Increased congestion at Mona Vale, already busy especially weekends.
Nice to see the area is well considered with access and close to existing off-leash areas. Well done. This should be expanded
further to other areas on the Northern beaches with eco-impact assessments considered.
Dogs and people need more space to run free.
Dog feaces deposited in the water may end up in the swimming area - or at least where people are swimming or be left on the
beach, unnoticed or too difficult for the owner to collect (as with every dog unleashed area). Unleashed areas need to be fenced
off from non-dog owning humans.
Please go ahead with this trial...we most definitely need more off leash swimming areas for dogs. We have nowhere near enough
in this area. Everything I said in the Palm Beach one applies here too. Other councils do it so why can't we ?
Thank you
This is a fabulous idea!
I have submitted comments to the Palm Beach proposal. I support both proposals and would visit MonaVale as well as Palm
Beach - off leash areas where dogs can romp are vital, both for the dogs and the owners.
This area should have been made available to dog walkers fir exercise years ago
It is a logical expansion of the off leash area adjacent to the hospital
Not a good idea. Plenty of dog park already at the bayview dog park and the park at the former hospital site.
Beaches are for wildlife and people relaxing.
At bayview dog owners come from wide and far, we don't want a similar busy situation at the beach. Where do they park? Mona
Vale beach is already interrupted by building the new (fantastic) slsc club house. can't add more dog owners cars to that.
Although the proposed dog area is at the south end, people will end up leaving the car at the main beach and then walk the entire
beach. No one is going to monitor that.
Little kids playing on the beach, being jumped upon by off-leashed dogs.
NOT good.
Dogs have no place around humans who do not want them around.
I do not want my dog phobeas to now extend to my favourite beach, so sad. Unleashed dogs are unprodictable.
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Very happy to support this. Too many dogs are squashed in to too few areas for exercise
Please ensure bins and bags always available so people do the right thing and collect the dog deposits!
Suggest you make it longer matching to where Golf course ends allowing access from culdersac at southern end of surfview road
Mona vale beach end.
This diversified parking to more areas for community too.
Perfect spot - could be a bit longer
I have no objections to leashed dogs on beaches but there are too many dog owners who can't be trusted to clean up after an
unleashed dog.
Great spot, thank you NB Council
My prime concern is the impact on the local environment, with delicate plant and animal life being put at severe risk of
permanent and irreversible damage. Dogs are well known to disturb nesting sites for small native animals and shore birds; they
can cause inestimable damage to littoral habitats and local flora. There are council signs to this effect on a number of local
beaches, eg at Newport Beach, so the risks are recognisable and avoidable.
I'm also concerned about the well-known adverse impacts on human health through exposure to dog faeces. When dog owners
fail to clean up after their dogs and someone steps in excrement or worse still, a child encounters it in play, the whole community
suffers. As well, once a dog is off the leash and running, it is possible for owners to miss seeing the results of their dogs' bowel
movements. While many dog owners are responsible, there are many who most decidedly are not. I've seen the evidence many
times. I've watched people look away while their dog poops and then walk away; I've watched as people pretend to open dog-poo
bags while there are people around only to put them away when the people have moved on. I've called people out on it a few
times and they begrudgingly pick up after the dog - but only when they know that I, like most people, am carrying a smart phone
and can photograph them.
Dogs do not belong on beaches. The off-leash areas like dedicated parks, eg off the Wakehurst parkway should be sufficient.
While I'm sympathetic to dogs, having owned them in the past, it's simply wrong to pollute our pristine coastal environment and
the ocean with dog faeces and urine.
And why are the proposed off leash areas only in the old Pittwater area? Is it okay to pollute the northern part of the Northern
Beaches, thus leaving the southern part clean? Of course not.
4pm- 10 am is a reasonable and accessible window
Enjoy my walk each afternoon along Mona vale beach. Will not be able to walk the beach, dogs do not know they can only have
part of the beach and so many dog owners do not run after their dogs to collect the droppings, too busy talking to other dog
owners. Already when i walk in the park above the beach I see this happening often. I love dogs but do not believe I should have
to share the beach with dogs.
Refer to attached file.
I am very much in support of this proposal, but I feel that if Council can provide enough ranger resources to police it, there will be
less backlash from those against the proposal.
As a dog owner I know how important it is for our companion animals to have room to stretch their legs, play with others and
have a splash. Further, given the levels of dog ownership on the northern beaches i hope the trial will lead to a reduction in the
paucity of off leash areas available.
1. I do not support dogs of leash on coastline beaches.
also, avalon after 5.30 pm
I walk / run / swim on the beach almost daily and it is already unpleasant to encounter off leash dogs which people bring onto the
beach illegally (at both the far south and north ends of Mona Vale, currently). They get in the way of walkers, chase, run up etc. I
don't want to have to negotiate even more dogs when enjoying the beach. Its also more likely dog poo will be on the beach as
some owners are lazy about picking up at the dog park and surrounds already. Considering there is already the dog park at the
top of the hill, as well as a great dog park nearby at Bayview where dogs (including my own ) can also swim, I don't see why it
would be necessary to impact the enjoyment of the surf beach for others just so the dog owners who put this forward have
another place to go.
Definitely. The central coast has dog beaches, there is no reason the northern beaches can't have them too.
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1. Where is the REF for these proposals - how can people make an informed decision without it?
2. People who have taken on dogs that they cannot exercise (or be bothered walking) should not usurp public space where
wildlife lives to take over; driving away wildlife or maiming or killing it.
3. Why is this council bent on destroying the environment and its wildlife? - it's very obvious that these spaces are the only home
to many species and this is a disgraceful effort, once again, to ignore residents attitude on this and yet another 'kowtow' to
people who act illegally.
4. If you cannot stop people from doing the wrong things with their dogs currently, and made no effort to fulfil your last pushed
through 'dog trail' in the manner in which it should have been via the conditions attached - why is this time different?
Its the perfect place being right near the great off leash dog park.
Yes, living in Dee Why we need more off leash areas
No- there are 60 000 dogs in the Northern Beaches! This strip of coastline is part of a large metropolitan city. Our beaches provide
a valuable passive and active recreation areas for our city dwellers - a city of nearly 5 million people.
These sensitive areas are already under attack by man’s uses and allowing dogs on beaches will be another major implode on our
urban coastline.
Dog toiletting where people lie, sit and play is a major health risk . Running dogs destroy the beauty of the passive nature of
beaches and are dangerous. Wildlife in these two natural areas are paramount over dogs and will be negatively affected. For
example seals rest along our shorelines in Pittwater finding sanctuary where there are no houses roads etc along the beaches and dogs patrolling our beaches will destroy this option of sanctuary for our seals . Nesting birds etc. The peace and solitude for
humans to seek sanctuary too will be taken away from us .
There are many irresponsible dog owners and dogs can be anywhere else but not on our beaches!!!!
This would be an excellent way to use this underutilised section of Mona Vale Beach.
Woot woot! (Woof woof)
Such great dog parks in area but lack of options for beach stroll with pup. This would be great,
Jt
The northern beaches including this southern area of Mona vale have nurtured and developed an ecosystem that is enjoyed by
residents and visitors. Allowing off-leash dogs to pollute this area would be a retrograde step and inevitably would damage the
pristine enviroment that exists.
In respect of reducing dog excrement throughout the Northern beaches the Council should consider DNA profiling of the canine
species so that there owners would practice better dog managment
Dog owners do not always clean up faeces and urine mess , particularly disgusting where people lay on the sand.
Dogs off/on leash are intrusive and can be dangerous. Imagine lying on the beach and having dogs approach and jumping around
you - particularly frightening for children.
Dog owners have many other areas for recreation besides our beautiful pristine beach.
Dogs roaming everywhere precludes the area for everyone else. This a main tourist and recreation area for people! Just look at
Rowland Reserve - extremely unpleasant if you are not a dog owner. Dog owners should not be favoured over everyone else.
Also the dogs chase the birds away (as well as people)
I suggest that many dog owners do not have effective control of Unleashed dogs anywhere. This fact should preclude dogs from
an area where people are sitting or lying on the sand!!!!
SMH . 9/10/2017
“But what does "effective control" mean? This was my expensive lesson for the weekend, and if you're a dog owner you'd be wise
to listen up because it could become yours.
"Effective control" is defined as follows. It means your dog will return to you upon command (fair enough, though I don't know a
dog owner who has a 100 per cent success rate on that front). It means that you "retain a clear and unobstructed view of the dog"
in the off-leash area at all times (fair enough, and usually not a problem unless the whirling dervish of romping dogs gets too big
or they head off into the shrubbery in pursuit of a tennis ball).
But here's the kicker that got me in trouble: "effective control" means your dog "does not bother, attack, worry or interfere with
other people or animals" Further comments from Sydney Morning Herald 9/10/17
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Totally disagree with the proposal for dogs to be allowed on the beach at southern end of Mona Vale. I use this area daily for
exercise/swimming/surfing/spending time on the beach etc, including the grassed area above the beach which is already a leash
free area for dogs. If the grassed area is any guide ( my self & friends call it "dog poo hill" because of the amount of dog faeces
left by irresponsible owners). While Council has provided plastic bags & bins, many many dog owners still don't do the right thing
& clean up after their pets. Even if the mess is cleaned up, there is always a lot of residue left on the grass, would hate to see this
situation repeated on the sand at the beach. Not only that, but it's very annoying to be quietly sitting on the sand & only to have
rampant dogs running around, shaking water on you or charging across your towels etc. I consider dog owners already have
ample leash free areas to exercise their pets. Not all owners will do the right thing, so if the proposal goes ahead we can expect
the southern end of Mona Vale beach to also become "dog poo beach" which will not be pleasant for other users of the area. I
consider the proposal should be rejected, & not be granted because of a very noisy minority's campaign.
More off-leash beach options definitely needed on the northern beaches, thank you.
As it stands now the whole of Mona Vale Beach is accessible without interference to ALL PEOPLE 24 hours per day. Once an area
is handed over to unleashed dogs it then precludes access to that section of the beach to those people who do not wish to be
interfered with by uncontrolled dogs. Many people bathe, sunbake and picnic at the southern end of Mona Vale Beach who will
no longer be able to do so during the proposed hours. Many people walk the length of Mona Vale Beach, climb the stairs at the
southern end and join the shared pathway on the headland who will have this activity ruined by uncontrolled dogs. There is no
way to control the northern boundary of the unleashed area and will no doubt be taken advantage of. When dogs are off leash
they get very excitable. As noise travels over water the relentless barking of excitable dogs will be intolerable for all those visiting
Mona Vale Beach.
Will be good for dog owners & their pets to finally enjoy some 'beach' together, and a good choice of sand on this less busy
stretch. My only concern would be sufficient parking, but that's a priority everywhere on the beaches, so all for it to proceed.
Can’t wait ... I’d like it to happen in my dogs lifetime 😞
The whole premise of unleashed dogs on what is a public open space and crown land seems to be based on the selfish desire of a
few owners to let their dogs loose to the detriment of everyone else.
I have owned a dog but I would not take it to the beach out of courtesy to others.
It is assumed by some that the dogs have a "right" to use this area simply to make their owners happy.
Dogs are happy to run anywhere - they aren't capable of disseminating the difference between running on grass or sand and can
get equal enjoyment and exercise irrespective of where they play.
No, this is all about their owners believing they have the right to make THEIR life easy at the expense of ALL the other users of the
beaches with noise, faeces, urine and reduced enjoyment.
Dogs are companion animals - that is, companions for their owners - not anyone else.
When owners refer to them as "their children", they believe "their children" have a right to be like humans on the beach except
that humans don't run amok and defecate on the beach.
No ! - beaches and unleashed dogs are incompatible.
If you let dogs on the beach why not horses or cats or any other companion animal.
I walk there and do not want to be hindered by dogs coming up to me.
They can go to the Bayview dog park.
Very much needed
It’s only a small part of the overall expanse of beaches in the area and dogs and their owners ought have some convenient space
to run dogs off leash
Fantastic, much needed initiative - thank you Northern Beaches council!
The southern end of Mona Vale beach is wonderful as it is so relaxing and quiet. I would hate for this sanctuary to be ruined my
dogs who would disturb sun bathers and leave waste. The large dog park on the top of the stairs is sufficient in my opinion as a
dog owner.
I dont agree with dogs on the beach mainly because of the irresponsible owners who do not control there dogs or pick
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I’m a dog owner and have had issues in this area with dogs chasing both myself and my husband when we’ve been out exercising.
There are always dogs in this area that are off their leads and I need to pick up my small dog so that is not attacked. Too many
people in this area own aggressive breeds that should not be allowed off lead at all! They already dominate the dog park at Mona
Vale.
My son is a lifesaver at Mona Vale and I don’t want him attending to dog attacks. There are enough issues at Bayview dog park. I
know of several people who have had issues with their dogs been attacked at Bayview. We don’t need to take these issues to
popular beaches! At the end of the day, they’re animals and they’re unpredictable.
Our beaches are pristine and valuable ecological and environmental assets. We don’t need to them spoiled with dog faeces ,dog
fights or dog attacks. There are plenty of off leash areas on the northern beaches and if owners do not reside in a suitable
property for the size of the dog, then they made an irresponsible and selfish choice. One only has to walk on the long reef
headland to see how many people ignore the instruction to have their dogs on a leash on the pathway. There would be the
inevitable creep from these areas to the entire beach to all beaches. Please say No
There is no way to control dogs and dog owners from going into the dog free area of the beach. Due to many owners being
unable to control their animals on and off a leash, the entire length of the beach may end up being polluted by dog excrement
and there will be no area of the beach that is free from dogs. Some people are allergic to animals, some people don't want to be
bothered by other people's dogs when they are at the beach, and some people are wary of unknown animals. It is not fair to
people who do not bring dogs to the beach. Keep the beach dog free please.
Dogs on the beach make it a no go area for humans. Even though most dog owners pick up after their dog, some do not and that
makes the beach unsuitable for human activity even when dogs are not allowed. There are many dog parks where dogs can run
freely. They do not need a beach and if they do, there is always the area next to Henderson Park (which is now solely a dog area).
Yes I agree with the proposal. With the large number of dog owners in the area it is vital that we open up parts of our beaches to
be enjoyed by people and their pooches.
Other beaches south & north of Sydney seem to be able to allow this with no trouble.... we should follow too and make this
happen. For the greater good of the local dig community and our mental well-being.
Dogs should be allowed to exercise on the beach, it keeps their owners fit
Would love to see more options to cool off with your dog. The central coast has so many 24hr off leash dog area that I visit and
never have any issues.
If the trial goes ahead as outlined the result could well be an unacceptable level of dog faeces left on the beach with the outcome
being dogs banned from our beaches forever.
It doesn’t matter how responsible a dog owner is, in the dark they will not be able to see their dog take a dump and that faeces
will be left behind.
The solution:
1- Dogs should only be allowed on the beach during daylight hours, so I suggest that in line with councils plan, sunup to 10am and
then 4pm to sundown. Although I believe extending the times to 11am in the morning and from 3pm in the afternoon would be
reasonable.
2- Anyone taking their dog onto the beach must have a dog waste bag visible. This will allow ranges to more easily enforce owners
to be responsible, but more importantly, it will probably mean the whole picking up thing will become self-policed by the dog
owners. Ie. If one dog owner sees another without a bag visible, they could politely in a friendly manner approach that owner and
offer them a bag, especially if by doing so the receiver could avoid a fine from the ranger.
3- Displaying appropriate signage and bag dispensers at the entry points to the beach.
Dogs ae hugely beneficial to society and the more we can incorporate them into our lives without negatively impacting others is a
good thing.
Furthermore, when living in Switzerland for two years I was able to take my Australian dog not just into restaurants, but onto
public transport (for the fare of a child), even on the chairlift at ski resorts to go tobogganing and snow shoeing etc.
Such a good area for off leashed dogs as no one else goes to this end of Mona Vale beach. This beach is so long and should be
enjoyed by everyone. So close to the dog park and we all love our dogs and want them to enjoy the water.
Yes yes yes! About time, this will cut down crowding at Bayview also and make that a more enjoyable space.
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As a regular jogger on the beach I see dogs in the dune areas often. This cannot be good for dune plant subluxation and coastal
erosion. This is currently without officially permitted access for dogs on the beach. I think dog owners will likely not adhere to
areas designated for their dogs at the beach and will endanger dune stability.
The dog doesn’t care where they are as long as they’re getting their owners attention.
Notices to be installed so that owners and dogs do not go onto the golf course
We need more off leash dog areas. IN covid huge increase in dog ownership. Off leash areas improve not just dog socialisation
but human socialisation. The positive impact of dog ownership and human interaction which results is of great positive impact
mental health.
I would like consideration of other off leash dog beaches in a safer location. this can be a dangerous surf beach. would the
Council consider an out of the way beach on Narrabeen lake?
Dog owners are responsible and it is good for everyone’s mental health to have access to the beach and sea. It has worked well in
Avoca for years. No reason not to share the beach are certain sections for dogs
Absolutely I support this and also feel there should be beach access for dogs at Curl Curl. The lagoon we currently use is revolting the water quality is terrible and the sand is full of glass and old rubbish from the tip.
Love it
So looking forward to this opportunity when visiting family in the area
So looking forward to visiting my aunty who lives in the area and being able to take her dog to the beach with us
Would be great to have this beach space to share with our family & dog close to home
We see other beaches along our east coast doing this and it works marvellously. It encourages health by allowing dog owners to
swim and excercise on the beach whilst still with their dogs. The bin and available dog bags at the top of the stairs will successfully
stop owners leaving dog poos on the beach.
Great initiative for a location that is never crowded.
Thank you for responding to our community needs
This proposed area is a very popular area with surfers and I surf regularly at this section of the beach popularly called “Cooksey”. I
am concerned that unleashed dogs may attack and harrass surfers as they walk across the sand, leave their belongings on the
sand and prepare for their surf. The proposed times are the hours most popular with surfers. I am against the proposed
unleashed dog area at South Mona Vale beach.
Beaches are vulnerable ecologically. It is our responsibility to protect our oceans, the Ocean creatures and the entire coastline!
In comparison to other States (Adelaide for example), Sydney and the Northern Beaches have relatively pristine Beaches.
Allowing dogs to roam free will jeopardise that.
There are too many irresponsible Dog owners already that litter our streets and parks with their animals faeces. They have no
respect or regard for others. 99% of Dog owners allow their Dogs to run free whilst they are glued to their phones....with no clue
where their Dog is and what it’s doing.
Go to Adelaide, checkout all of their Beaches, all Dog friendly and all unpleasant places to visit due to not being able to walk more
than a few metres without having to avoid great lumps of Dog Sh*t
There are plenty of dog off-leash areas in the Northern Beaches. For those people in the community for are frightened of dogs,
this proposal is a no-go.
Love this! Please do it.
See attachment
Finally. An on the beach area for tax and rate payers to spend some time with one of their family members.
Don't worry about the occasional scared seagull - the health benefits of exercise with dog outweigh this
Yes! As long as all dog owners behave responsibly. Pick up, and respect other users, both canine and human!
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Dogs on any part of Mona Vale Beach are incompatible with the use and amenity for the general public of all ages. There is ample
water access for dogs at the Bayview Dog Park. I no longer walk at the Warriewood Headland Dog Park because of dog poo and
general smell, not all owners and dogs are obedient. There is constant encroachment at Bayview in the tennis court area where
every day owners let their dogs loose on the sand, even though the dog park is adjacent. There is never any Ranger presence at
any time, I am a Kayaker and constantly use this area. When our grandchildren were younger we routinely experienced unacceptable and potentially dangerous contact between dogs off-leash and our young grandkids. I am a 51 year resident, A BIG NO
NO NO from me.
Additional dog exercises areas and access to shared beaches are sadly lacking in this LG area
This proposal has my full support even as a non dog owner. I have long considered the area of beach at Cooks Terrace and
Turrimetta Beach ideal for dogs. Us humans have plenty of beaches so let’s give a few over to be dog friendly. I was recently in
Jervis Bay and the dog friendly beaches there have zero dog poop and zero problems that I saw over a 4 day stay. Being more
include and having options will also improve rangers standing in the community which is currently poor. Wholehearted yes from
me.
This is an amazing opportunity for all Dog owners. We recently took our puppy to Birubi Beach which is a dedicated dog beach
before 9.30am. This experience was so rewarding for us as owners and a beautiful experience for our puppy to be off lead in a
safe environment. She was free in a natural environment and able to explore the salt water for the first time.
We would drive 2.5 hours to do it again, so we are totally in support of this proposal. Thank you
I think those plan is perfect for the community and will offer a lot of comfort for families with dogs.
This part of the beach is barely used by anyone and the dogs and their owners would absolutely love it!
The only beach access for dogs along the lower Northern beaches is Curl Curl lagoon and its filthy. Have the council actually
walked along the path towards the industrial centre and seen what goes into that water.????
Dogs need a safe CLEAN area of beach to swim and play.
Our dog loves the beach and it would be lovely enjoying our beautiful beaches with our furry friends.
Prefer no dogs on the beach, do not want to check for poo every step I take.
So many more dogs due to covid, the beaches are a great escape outside; can see more beaches being dog beaches over time,
starting with Mona Vale.
The survey is flawed, it favours a yes vote, adding 'yes, with changes'. Effectivemy a 'maybe...with suggested an alternative.
I trust 'yes, with changes' do not get included as a yes vote....should have been a 'maybe', vote instead with reason!
No dogs on Mona Vale beach, will extend to mid and north Mona Vale beach over time.
Just look at Mona Vale headland poop areas to gauge how dog owners currently follow policy I.e. many do not, and expect the
same on the beach. Mona vale beach will become a dog beach, no borders, no policing of roaming, stray dogs.
How is the proposal to be monitored?
Not all dog faeces is 'picked up' at the existing off leash area, even less chance of this happening on a beach!
Firstly let me say I am a Dog lover. However, I believe we have many areas locally for dogs off leashes. I visit both those areas
frequently, and most people are pretty good with their dogs. I have been close to being knocked over as owners don't keep an
eye on their pets, imagine if we let our kids run into people whilst walking? the dog decal matter is often spread across the
footpath making it unpleasant for exercisers. This brings me to the point of having dogs loose on the beach, they will be running
all over, pooping everywhere. I love our beaches and love walking on them and the paths. I truly believe we have enough areas
where dogs can roam free. Sadly its the minority that do the right thing and the majority that let us down. Another thought would
owners have to pay additional rates for dogs? one would think so as it will create extra work for council workers picking up the
decal matter and whatever else is left behind on our pristine beaches. Thank you in advance for allowing citizens to have an input.
This is a wonderful initiative that will allow us to visit the beach and bring our dog with us. My children will be able to swim and
our dog, who loves the water, will be able to join us.
Think it’s a fantastic idea - been waiting for this to happen. People are responsible with making sure they pick up their dog waste
and it would be a natural extension of the existing dog park. Plus it’s a generally low peopled beach. Please let it happen.
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I truly believe opening up leash free areas on the beaches will promote tourism and will certainly not hinder it.
I would like to object to the extension of the dog off-leash area at the south end of Mona Vale Beach. There is plenty of room for
the dogs up on the headland alredy.
I don't want to go the beach with my grandchildren and have to protect them from hundreds of dogs on the beach. Many little
children are scared of dogs. Also, there is often dog faeces lying on the path on the way to the dog off-leash area on the headland
and on the grassy headland. You cannot tell me that people always pick up their dogs poop. I do not want to go down to the
beach and find that I am sitting on dog poop. People should take priority over dogs.
A suggestion: You could have a dog off the leash area at Turiametta Beacg as there is not nearly as many families go there.
Considering the fact you have placed signs in the dog off-leash area about this survey you are going to get more people saying
they want it. It is not an accurate survey as a result. People with dogs are going to predominantly vote yes. You need to put signs
in other places so that you get a more accurate survey.
Please think about this seriously, it would make the Mona Vale south end very unpleasant. It usually such a lovely place to go. A
lot of people swim there and take their young families etc. or go there to get away from the crowds.
The exisiting off- leash area has already has too many incidents of dog owners not cleanin up.
The sand area will become a wasteland of dog excriment hidden perfectly in the sand.
Please dont pollute a beautiful area used by non dog owners.
It works in other places, can work here too
Can't understand why council drags its heels with this - please stop listening to the shouty bush care lady
I fully support these proposals. There are many areas that would be suitable, including the north end of Newport Beach past the
drain. It is about time the silent majority get a look in and let's have a shared approach.
This is a great idea for the doggies to go onto Mona Vale beach. I have seen this concept work very well in Forster where they
have certain hours and certain areas on the surf beach for the dogs. In this particular spot you rarely see anybody there except
for surfers in the water.
More off leash areas on beaches needed.
There is already one at Roland reserve so it’s not necessary, Roland reserve would be such a nice spot to take little kids swimming
if not for the dogs. I would be for Roland Reserve area ceasing and Mona Vale south allowed, but not both as unleashed.
Great proposal, I visit the area regularly and it is great to see. Friendly dog owners and dogs around.
Just yes.
fantastic
I would really like to see more dog off leash areas on beaches
Dogs need somewhere to run and if Council has done their due diligence on this area and these times having the least impact on
the natural vegetation and the aggravation to local residents then it should definitely go ahead. Providing there are sufficient bins
and poo bags provided.
Adjacent to dog park it is a perfect addition. The park is very popular and often very crowded
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COVID has changed the way we work, live and play. So many more people have dogs now which is having a positive impact on
their mental health to have a reason to get out and walk, have a purpose to get up in the morning. Getting dogs out for a run is a
way to stop them barking, a perennial problem that Council has to deal with.
We live in a world-class city with an outstanding Council - having access to some parts of some beaches will establish the
Northern Beaches in line with global best practice in allowing access to dog owners.
Want to support local businesses? Think about the dog owners travelling from across Sydney to our beaches and having coffees,
lunches and shopping in our precincts.
Those opposed to dogs on beaches mainly cite waste as their largest concern. Yes, a very small percentage of dog owners don't
do the right thing. But I see far larger quantities of other types of waste and destruction in our local area - graffiti, vandalism (the
local hoodlums seem to have it in for smashing the glass screens of bus shelters in Beacon Hill at the moment) and general trash
and dumping in both suburban areas and bushland.
Also, those that are concerned about humans and dog sharing spaces? Just look at curl curl beach where on the weekends people
are sipping their lattes on the benches while tucking into a bacon and egg toastie, with off-lead dogs walking past them. I've never
experienced a problem. Similarly with unfenced dog parks you see people using it without dogs, as well as those with dogs getting
on with their own business of fun, play and socialisation.
Come on Northern Beaches Council. Be courageous in showing leadership on this issue. Yes, it's divisive but the world has
changed and dogs no longer are just shoved into the backyard or allowed to roam the neighbourhoods freely. Community
attitudes have changed and it's time to acknowledge that dog owners who are also rate payers, have some rights to access some
parts of our shared peninsula, not be led by a small but vocal minority that want to keep us back in the 70s.
This is a perfect area for dogs as its enclosed by the headland and away from residential.
Dogs can come down from the offleash park for a run.
The Northern beaches, and Sydney in general sorely lacks these facilities.
We travel to Byron Bay and most beaches are dog beaches, they are kept clean and tidy.
We love our beaches and we would love to share it with our pets.
Environment: You have a legal requirement to complete and publicise environmental studies of the proposed area for loose dogs
on beaches and dunes BEFORE you call for comments on a proposal from the public. Learn from your failed process at Station
Beach,
Social: loose dogs will deprive many people of enjoying 300m of Mona Vale beach. Not just local dogs but dogs from wider Sydney
will go there.
How will conditions be monitored? How will the trial be ended if necessary?
The northern beaches is the only place in Australia where dogs aren’t allowed on beaches! It’s ridiculous!
. It’s is perfect for us all to take our dogs to this new location readily leave via car parks and local homes. Also Please reduce
mental health issues for many convalescent people who frequent this area near the hospital and open up this section of Mona
beach and have their companion dogs. Thank you.
We need more space for dogs off leash. The parks we have are too crowded. The south end of mona vale beach is barely used
except for occasional walkers and surfers which neither would be greatly affected given the off leash times put in place.
This is a quiet beach and an ideal location for a dog- friendly beach. Outdoor exercise in the fresh air should be encouraged- many
mental health positive aspects to be gained - for both dog and owner.
Dogs love the beach too
I would love to be able to take my dog and and enjoy this beautiful area with my family
This is a great place to have dogs.
Great idea if used responsibly
There are so many dogs on the Northern ‘Beaches’ yet ironically they can’t a company their (rate paying) owners ‘to’ those
beaches ..
this would make the beach fun for families with Dogs and the dogs can have exercise and a romp .. brilliant!
I am a dog owner.I am at Mona Vale beach most mornings, I constantly see dogs off leash with owners not watching where there
dogs go. Dog owners unable to control their dogs e.g. calling and the dogs never return. I can't say how many times I have seen
dogs doing poo's while the owner is on their phone, or half way up the beach as the dog has ran off. It's impossible to try and find
a dog poo when it's been dumped in the sand.
I strongly object to dogs on Mona Vale beach I feel like we are going backwards in Pittwatwater, we closed beaches to dogs 20
years ago for a reason, dogs, poo's and lack lustre owners don't go well together.
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This would be fantastic for the community with appropriate bins and bin bags the area would stay beautiful just like the rest of
the dog parks on the northern beaches
Plus more beaches same hours
Nearly every Council with a seaboard Australia-wide has a workable dogs-on-beaches policy. I am aware that there have been a
number of heavily supported petitions calling on Council for better off-leash opportunities. This is long overdue and with so many
families with dogs, it is very necessary.
It is ridiculous to have to spend $250,000 to upgrade dog parks - that are no better off for the money spent - when we have
beaches and for very little expense, they fill a huge need.
I fully support the proposed trials at both North Palm Beach and South Mona Vale Beach and I encourage Council to look at multi
locations. Thank you.
As loving dog owners we would love to be able to take our dogs to the beach as they love the water. We always pick up after
them and respect the environment. We live within walking distance of the beach and regularly use the off leash area.
Such a small area, but it’s a great start!
I have concerns about the enviromental impact dogs will have on the beaches.
There are ample locations and opportunities already available. By allowing dogs to be unleashed on a beach is fraught with
danger. The beach should only be used by people. Who knows how many people will allow their dogs to defecate and not pick it
up and then just cover it in sand for children to play in and cause harm. Thanks but no thanks.
It was premature for the council to seek public opinion prior to assessing the environmental risks of the proposal.
“The council has not satisfactorily explained how these targeted beach sites came to be determined and why other potential sites
including off-beach sites have not been examined,”
The National Parks and Wildlife Service also raised concerns about the impacts of dogs on a semi-permanent seal population at
Barrenjoey Headland.
Source: https://www.smh.com.au/national/fundamentally-unfair-dogs-of-war-unleashed-on-sydney-s-beaches-and-parks20210520-p57tmz.html
The sense of entitlement of dog owners is extraordinary. If you or your child had ever been hospitalised by an off-leash dog (like I
have) then your view would be quite different. Keep all dogs on leash in public spaces. People should be able to enjoy public
spaces without being subservient or fearful to the needs of dogs.
Fantastic idea can’t wait
There are many more places council could also use for this - please consider Newport Beach too.
Yes please - my kids will love this!
Great idea
I have never seen a person sit at the south end of Monavale beach and with the amount of people on the beaches with dogs, the
area should be used for the best reason! To let mans best friend have a surf beach to frolic in the waves.
The council already has 28 off-leash dog areas including at Sandy Bay, Clontarf and Rowland Reserve in Bayview, which have
access to beaches.
Dog areas will spill into non dog areas; will be constantly anxious when walking on beach not to step in poo, or where I lay my
towel, or (wet) dog infringing on my space or worse my personal belongings.
Essentially, Mona Vale beach will become dog-unrestricted, based on current mandates/regulations being ignored or policed.
Walking/swimming at Mona Vale beach is our escape from dogs, prevalent in parks, streets, shop fronts etc. A place with no poo,
no barking, no jumping/sniffing/invading my personal space.
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Sharing common property is an essential idea - families with kids and unleashed dogs don’t go together
This area provides a good extension to the current off leash option - so a good exercise circuit could be done. It is also a
considerable distance from the part of the beach inhabited by humans. If this plan is really contentious a possible way forward for
the trial is to start it in the quieter months winter or up to end Sept when there is hardly anyone there.
This being available would relieve some of the pressure on the Pittwater water frontage dog park which is very busy and I use
regularly.
We need more beaches that are off leash for dogs. Great initiative.
Northern Beaches absolutely needs more off leash dog areas. We live in beautiful part of the world and it is so restrictive as to
where we can take our four legged friends.
I feel all our beaches should have an off leash area in addition to leashed access to the entire beach during the night time ie say
after 8pm.
I see no issues with dogs being able to be exercised even on Manly Beach at night.
I am sure the council will be bombard with dog-haters opposing this proposal - please remember they are only one part of our
community
Dogs add such a positive aspect to our beach lifestyle. Providing owners respect each other’s dogs with appropriate behaviour
and all doggy dung is picked up and disposed of correctly
Good idea for a part of the beach that currently does not get a great deal of use & it's very close to the existing dog park
Way overdue. It's been used for decades by a lot of people to give their dogs a swim and run on the sand and ties in nicely with
the dog park above. It will encourage not only healthier, happier dogs but healthier, happier people. There are no flags at the
southern end and less people than the northern end. Would like to see a bin with dog bags attached at the bottom of each path
(or at least one).
Would be good, I love to walk through the beach and take my dog with me.
I am a dog owner and like the idea of another place to take my dog, but I’m not sure I want another Bayview dog beach on that
beach. It’s not that relaxing having dozens of often very large dogs bounding around, not to mention the extra poo and pop bags
to deal with (am assuming this and the water/sand pollution issue have been assessed). It’s such a glorious surf and swim beach,
used for nippers, long walks and increasingly by young families - it’s a NO from me.
I think there are enough dog off leash areas . Not everyone wants to share the beach with dogs. I am nervous of dogs of their
leash .
Extend afternoon hours in winter - 4pm is too late.
Massive fines for owners caught not picking up after their dogs on the beach.
Its about time. Every other major metropolitan area in Australia has off-leash dog beaches that are actually on the coast not only
on flat protected waters - Queensland is particularly good with this on both the Sunshine and Gold Coasts. Vey few people
actually use the two proposed off-leash beaches other than occasionally surfers just to walk into and out of the surf. I would
support a similar proposal for a section of Curl Curl beach.
I believe that this will be an excellent enhancement to the area as so many residents are dog owners and spend time on the south
side dog park. My in laws and I would be utterly delighted.
There are very few places to walk dogs off-leash in this area.
This will provide great health and fitness benefits for the community,
with minimal impact to community members who don't enjoy the company of dogs,
I'm a dog owner and Mona Vale resident yet have reservations about this plan. South Mona Vale already has a number of dogs
on the beach every day of the week. Policing of the current "no dogs" policy does not work. So my concern lies around the council
having adequate, ongoing resources to enforce the new proposal's usage times, boundary regulations and importantly that
owners pick up after their dogs. These resources will be critical in this trial gaining and maintaining community support. It should
not go ahead without adequate resourcing.
Should resources be provided and the trial proceed, I believe the off leash times proposed are too extensive and should be
adjusted for summer and winter. I'd suggest 5:30pm to 8:30am in Summer and 4pm to 9am in winter. Many non-dog owners use
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the south end of Mona Vale particularly in the morning and late afternoon so there does need to be a recognition of their ongoing
dog-free access at these times.

This is long overdue. Why could the area not be twice as long in the northerly direction so that it is a decent length of beach for
dog owners to walk (as well as for their pets).
We need further off leash areas on beaches to help make this a dog-friendly area
I regularly walk in the early morning and late afternoon along the whole on Mona Vale Beach. There are often already dogs off
leash and the owners frequently do not have control over the dogs or show any concern for the other people on the beach. I am
also concerned that due to the isolation of the area, Council rangers will not regularly patrol the time limitations proposed or if
dog owners are picking up their dogs' excrement.
for such a large beach why can this not be extended or include on leash areas?
I absolutely support the proposal. I've seen how well it works in other areas such as the Central Coast.
Allowing this stretch of sand to be opened during the proposed hours to dogs and their owners is unlikely to cause inconvenience
to general users. The adjacent grassy slope on the headland near the hospital has worked well for the community for many years.
I have been a dog owner in the past but have not been an owner for quite some years, so my comments are not based on selfinterest. I have lived in Warriewood for 36 years. Can't comment on Palm Beach specifically since I don't live there, but in general
I have no objection to opening such areas to responsible dog owners and their canine family members.
I love dogs, I have a dog BUT I want to go to the beach without dogs running around kicking up sand, pooing on the sand or in
water and running up to me and my family wet and jump all over us.
Dogs on leash on the grass area is fine. Off leash on sand is not fine. Would be good to look at dog parks, not zones on a beach
please.
I'm sick of walking through dog shit to get to the beach via the dog park. The place stinks, we don't want this on our beaches.
Great idea.
It’s is long overdue and very neccessary
It’s not safe for little kids, and it ruins the look of a pristine beach.
Please include land up to the south escarpment.
Can winter month hours commence earlier....from noon onward as 4pm is very close to sunset limiting opportunity to use this
area.
Very pleased to see more offleash areas.
Allowing owners and dogs off leash in restricted areas at restricted times, I think is a very good idea.
Please consider this. It’s wonderful for our fur babies to enjoy the surf with us humans.
There are already a number of dogs off leash and there have been some frightening moments of excited dogs interfering with
walkers. The southern end has a magnificent rock formation for viewing, relaxation and meditation and this would be disturbed
with dogs running amok. Unfortunately there are a lot of dog owners who do not pick up the poo, look at the doggy park above
the beach and on the Apex park near the surf club.
I’m amazed that for all the beautiful beaches we have in Sydney, there isn’t a small section of one that allows dogs. Long overdue
The South end of Mona Vale is already used by many local residents with dogs - albeit, contrary to the rules. These dogs are
always off leash and letting off steam. We use this area on a regular basis and would not have any problem sharing it with dogs if
the owners were responsible. Unfortunately, this is not always the case and the result is dog faeces being covered with sand,
aggressive dogs not under control a lack of respect for beach users who are fearful of dogs. My choice would be to retain the
Southern headland for dog recreation and keep the beach free from dogs.
There needs to be areas walkers can walk their dogs on the beach.
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This is fabulous. As a responsible dog owner I love the proposal for this off leash area so our best four legged mates can enjoy a
little dip in the Ocean. I personally will call out any other people I see who don’t follow the rules ( particularly picking up poop)
and ruin it for all.
I would welcome a trial
I go to the current dog area every day
I would hope that MORE dog owners ( than currently ) pick up their dogs poop
I think it’s a great idea. The northern beaches needs more dog friendly beaches. The closest one to Narrabeen is either curl curl or
bay view (both 15-20 minutes away)
This area has lots of children swimming. My children are young and swim daily in summer as we live in walking distance. I prefer
for no dogs in this area
There are so many more dogs in the area. We need to consider the needs of the dogs and their owners. If there are poo bags
easily available and owners are considerate of other owners I cannot see a problem. I would like to see another area in
Narrabeen!
A well considered solution addressing a huge community need. Well done council for listening to the needs of resident rate
payers.
Great idea and long overdue. Have seen these type of off leash areas work extremely well up and down the coast . As a rate payer
and dog owner I support the off leash area .
Great idea. My dog and I love the beach and I can’t wait to try it out. Hope there will be more options in the future
Increased number of dogs in the area requires more facilities.
There is lots of space to share
Yes 🙌 much need beach exercise area for family’s. It won’t hurt anyone to give a little more freedom for our beloved pets .
Being a local in Bayview for past 15 yrs I have seen the amount of dogs increase significantly. I'm constantly amazed at the owners who don't
clean up after their dogs at the Bayview 'off leach' park & in the local area because the owners are often too distracted. I'm concerned the same
thing will happen at Mona Vale beach where locals, visitors, tourists will be sitting.. then unexpectedly find dogs ' business' while running their
fingers through the sand. This will not only deter people from the beach (and Mona Vale) it could also have serious health issue. No one ever sits
at Bayview due to this issue!!
Also, my other point is the boundaries will not be enforced & inconsiderate dog owners will know this letting dogs run rampant beyond the
borders creating havac, for example: digging, shaking sand on people, fighting, barking, running on towels, and invading personal space.
Regards,
Tamara

Please let trial this, a perfect location for us and our dog.
As very few people use the beach in the cooler months I suggest that the off leash time is extended to all day from 1st May to 1st
September.
The hours 4pm till 10am excludes majority of dog owners. 4pm its cold and getting dark in winter.
This trial combined with the existing off leash area will make this a very popular spot for local owners with dogs. Similarly to North
Curl Curl, the variety of reserve and beach makes it more enjoyable for the dog AND the human. But I anticipate this will be better
than North Curl Curl because dogs will have a longer stretch of sand to run along. This trial is overdue and I'm really looking
forward to it. Don't forget to invite coffee cart owners to the area.
An excellent idea. Strongly support.
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Beaches are frequented by families, I strongly believe dogs off leads should be well away from any areas where there is a likely
hood of them coming into contact with the general public. Dogs do not understand boundaries and some owners just don't care.
A good example of this is Rowlands reserve where there is a dog park nearby but most days when I am at the reserve with my
small grandchildren on their scooters there will be at least one dog off a lead in a clearly marked prohibited area. Some dogs on a
lead can be seen running around with no owner on the other end, clearly the owner is aware of the rules, my granddaughter has
been knocked off her scooter, frightened by large dogs running around her and a disabled man was forced to a standstill on his
tricycle by an aggressive dog whose owner didn't think it was a problem. Many owners are responsible individuals but most seem
to be unaware that although they know their dog is friendly, strangers don't and some strangers (including adults) are frightened
of any uncontrolled animal approaching them. I have no issue with dogs on leads and controlled being on the beach. There has
been a huge increase in dog ownership but that shouldn't mean more areas for them to run unrestrained in populated areas. I
feel designating a stretch of beach at a designated time is not practicable or manageable or enforceable. (based on current
observations )
Do it not just for the mental and physical health of our dogs but for the mental and physical health of the owners too. The more
time spent outdoors on the northern beaches the better. When we go to other towns with dog beaches we get so jealous and
have to wonder why we’re not allowed the same joy
Very supportive of this proposal, we need more areas on the northern beaches were we can safety let our dogs play off-leash.
Very supportive of this proposal, we need more areas on the northern beaches were we can safety let our dogs play off-leash.
We need more space like this - excellent choice council
Not all owners can either control their dogs when off lead or be trusted to properly clean up their dog's feces. So unless this
situation should magically change then I do not support this proposal.
I have enjoyed this beach for years but recently more dogs are on this beach. Many get together and rush around knocking kids
over or scaring people like me who like yo keep clear of them. I have found their owners more importantly to be selfish and have
been abusive when I asked them to control their dogs ( one came to me to have a dump in front of me)
Dogs are fine in dog parks, let them run there. But please don’t ruin our beaches with the excrement flowing into sand and the
ocean.
Would be wonderful.
Why is dog walking time restricted? Why isn’t it 24hrs? It would be amazing to have the whole family at the beach for the day,
injecting more money into the local economy with the more time able to be spent in the area
No. How was mona vale beach selected for a trial? Did the council seek public opinion...no; the decision was driven by one group,
'Pittwater Unleashed', evident in the fact that both trial areas are within Pittwater.
Why is this proposal in motion, council are yet to have feedback on the environmental study, this is a bias and unfair process.
We already have ample spaces for dogs to play, including bayview, and 27 other locations in Pittwater.
The area proposed is under-utilised, especially in winter and this proposal would put the area to good use. Dogs are essential to
our mental (and often physical) health and deserve to have an area where they can run free and we can enjoy time with our pets.
I would be so happy to see this open to unleasheddogs I would travel from Nth Manly to let my dog have some fun they can do
this on the central coast without problems this council needs to move with the times and give this a trial there are MANY
responsible dog owner who would welcome this
It would be a great addition to my lifestyle to be able to bring my dog to the beach!
I think it is important to give the many dog owners on the Northern Beaches an opportunity to walk their dogs on the beach. We
can find this practice in other areas of the NSW coast where dogs are allowed during certain times on or off leash. Why should
this be possible for our dogs.
Looks good
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How can we rely on council with the submission counts, comments and integrity of this process. When....
The Council has spent alot of time and money in continuing to support 'Pittwater Unleashed' post the Station Beach debacle.
We have so many places in Pittwater, including bayview (near mona vale) where dogs can play.
Evidence captured supporting unethical practices during this process surrounding 'no' vote submissions/ counts.
this part of the beach is directly accessible from the doff leash dog park.
it os not used extensively by sunbathers, surfers or picnickers(the greatest use is buy surfers, who are in the water anyway.
Dogs are beneficial to our health, keeping us out of hospitals and away from GPs.
there are not enough off leash dog places on the Northern beaches.
Humans leave more damaging wast on beaches than do dogs.
Beach wildlife is not affected by dog presence and most of it can fly .
People who don't like dogs can go to a beach without dogs.
I’m in favour of this proposal, having been brought up with animals all my life, they like family members and to be able to take my
dog to beach for a run in sand and swim would be wonderful. I always look for places to holiday were I can take my dog to the
beach like Boomerang beach and port Macquarie areas were they have dogs off leached areas.
It’s worked there for years and locals love taking dogs to the beach.
This area of Mona Vale beach is so under used specially in winter and would be so beneficial for all dog owners, so many people
have dogs now and so little areas to take them out off leash.
Great idea
We need more Beaches that allow us to walk our dogs. .
Please .......Council ......copy the Regulations that apply in other Australian areas, Europe and America = limited access of Public
beaches eg limited hours, certain Seasons , etc.
Essential.
As a Bilgola Plateau resident with 2 dogs who love to run and get wet I have a significant drive to McCarrs Creek Reserve to take
them for water access. McCarrs Creek Reserves is also only available Mon-Fri & is over a 30 minute drive. Bayview is far too
congested and becomes overcrowded with dogs especially on weekends and even more so in summer when outside Northern
Beaches visitors come to utilise it. I have intentionally avoided Bayview because of the degradation impact on the grassed area
that overcrowding has caused. Having additional off-leash water beach access areas will spread the dog population load across
multiple areas and better support preservation of the environment.
The time of day proposed should not interfere with others in the community- the beaches are quite unused at these times
particularly in winter.
More off lead dog areas are needed on the beaches
Northern Beaches needs this area for growth of pets with their owners, with still increased housing yet to come
People are not responsible in the existing off leash area. There is dog poo everywhere. It will also increase traffic narrabean park
parade.
Environmentally unfriendly and very disruptive to the natural ecosystems.
Our world famous northern beaches, especially Mona Vale Beach, must be protected to keep their pristine condition and
reputation. To allow dogs on the beach, even in only a select area, will nevertheless desecrate the whole of the beach. How will
the dogs be restricted to the designated area and not run further down the beach? Dog owners are notorious for letting their
dogs run uncontrolled in leash areas. Also, unfortunately, some dog owners are lax in cleaning up after their dogs, which creates
a health problem to the general public.
I think this would be absolutely amazing
Great spot for dogs, underutilized by people, Little wildlife
Greatly beneficial for the health of not only the dogs, but also their humans!
Yes and Dee Why or Curl Curl beaches
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NO to dog off leash areas on the beach!! By allowing dogs to be unleashed on the beach is fraught with risk and danger in which
Council is liable. The beach should only be used by people. Who knows how many people will allow their dog to defecate and not
pick it up and then just cover it with sand for children to play in and cause harm. And then what happens if there is a bite or
mauling incident, surely Council is liable? This will also cause significant environmental damage to this pristine coastline. How is
Council going to mitigate the environmental issues that come with dogs in conflict with the natural flora and fauna?
We walk every morning (before 8am) the length of Mona Vale beach. In the last 5 years I have been attacked by 2 off the leash
dogs unlawfully on the beach. On a third occasion I was verbally abused and physically attacked by a dog owner when I asked him
to take his snarling dog off the beach. Also there unlawfully. All incidents reported to the police.
In fact in the 15 years we have lived here and walked along Mona Vale beach there are always off leash dogs, especially early in
the morning. There is a perfectly good area for dogs on the cliff park above the beach. I consider this sufficient and more
appropriate given that owners clean up after their dogs as they are in full view of the public. On the beach this is often not the
case. I object to dogs fouling the beach and irresponsible owners not removing their dogs’ faeces.
Finally I fail to see how dogs can be restricted to a certain area. I have never once seen a ranger approach people with dogs
currently unlawfully on the beach. If given legal access will the Council have the resources to police the hours and areas under
proposal? I strongly doubt it. For these reasons I urge the Council to refuse off leash dogs on Mona Vale beach.
Yes please
Excellent idea but please provide plenty of bins and poo bags if possible. A well exercised dog is a happy and well behaved dog
(people too!) so good for the whole community. I am disabled so my dog and I cannot enjoy it but I know several people in the
area who will love it. Maybe in winter it could start from 3pm as dark so quickly.
We need more dog beaches in NB
Yes please!!
I have been a responsible dog owner, training, walking and picking up after my dog for the past 9 years. I would dearly love to be
able to swim in clean water with him and enjoy playing in the waves, which we both enjoy, but have to travel for hours outside
the area to do so. I share peoples frustration when dog owners do the wrong thing, (and am known for asking offenders to do the
right thing) just as its frustrating when we experience the consequences of road rage, drunken delinquency and human error. But
people are still allowed to drink, to drive, to make poor decisions, but the majority of responsible dog owners cannot take their
canine companions for a simple beach walk. Placing bag stations and bins in easily accessible places will help make following the
rules easier.
I can understand the time limits, and if that's what it takes to have these areas set aside for dog owners to use, then its better
than no time at all. Thank you for giving these areas the off-leash trial, its so important for mental health to get outside, with the
whole family, or even just a loved one, and enjoy our natural beaches.
There will always be people that object to dog-friendly beaches, this doesn’t mean that there shouldn’t be certain beaches where
dogs are allowed. That is, it doesn’t need a consensus; there are more than enough beaches to accommodate different needs.
Those that don’t want to be on a beach with dogs can choose from the majority of beaches where dogs are not allowed.
The southern end of Mona Vale beach is a perfect choice, as is adjacent to the dog park, and has a lower human presence since is
far from the patrolled end of MV beach. The time constraints are fair; for those that object to dogs but feel they have to go to this
beach, they have the opportunity between 10 and 4.
Arguments like “there will be dog poo everywhere” or “dogs won’t stick to the defined boundaries” are weak. 10 years of
patrolling MV beach teaches you that the amount and type of rubbish left by humans is substantially worse than a bit of dog poo.
The high number of tax paying residents who want a dog friendly beach speaks for itself; the question is not if there should be
dog friendly beaches, but where are the optimal locations for these. South MV beach is a very feasible solution.
I just wish my water-loving dog was still alive so I could take her there for a swim.
I don't believe any animal belongs on coastal beaches, poo and enviromental concerns.
This is long overdue. This section of beach is not often Ed used so is perfect for this purpose.
Any off Leash for Dogs at Beaches is AOK with me.
i supporter mona vale and palm beach
it would be wonderful to enjoy our dogs in our local area ,it brings people together ,conversations i am all for both places
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Great idea. Dogs love to run on the sand and cool off in the water. But the time restrictions should be changed to all day. Getting
wet at the end of the day is not good. Some dogs take a long time to dry and you don't want them wet all night. It's not much to
ask for when this is just a small piece of beach and the northern beaches have so many other. Thank you
I have waited until now to lodge my submission as I wanted to get an idea of what the local community thinks about this. For so
long, there has been a rumour that the community is against dogs on the beach. I have never sensed this is true, and so I went
online to check the chatter to see if there is any real opposition to this proposal. I checked several Facebook pages including:
Northern Beaches Council, Manly Daily, Northern Beaches Living, Northern Beaches Advocate, 2107 Avalon Bilgola Clareville,
Northern Beaches Review, Avalon What's On, Newport Community, and Pittwater Unleashed. Wherever this proposal was
discussed, I saw that those who spoke in support were in great number and calmly pointed to facts in support of how this could
and should be done. Those who spoke against amounted to barely a handful. Of these, some were clearly fake Facebook
identities created to give the impression of wider opposition. These fake, vocal opponents made a lot of effort to show up on
many chat sites and it seemed they did not properly understand the fact that these trials involve only small, set sections of beach.
There was a hostility to the comments opposing that was not present in the comments supporting. Sadly I am not in a position to
own a dog and thereby derive a direct benefit from this proposal. But I can see that a great number of families will love the
opportunity to have their dogs with them on a bit of beach, and for this reason I offer my very strong support.
This would be awesome - really connect the existing dog park area and create a nice walkable loop for humans and their dogs.
Thank you for finally doing this. Playing at the shore with the dog is something we want to do, and there is plenty of space so that
it does not inconvenience others.
The location and times are OK. But the trial is intrinsically linked to current Northern Beaches dog ownership culture and current
behaviours displayed. Dogs are consistently taken in environmentally sensitive areas in the locality where not permitted
(Turrimetta headland, Warriewood wet lands). Dog owner behaviours are poor for on leash areas by taking dogs off leash (North
Narrabeen Headland, pathway adjacent to Mona Vale beach/by golf course, Narrabeen Lagoon). I do more foresee all owners
abiding by the hours proposed for the off leash trial at Mona Vale beach (they don't now - dogs already on Mona Vale (and
Narrabeen beach). If the trial is to occur, then by what measures will it be assessed and deemed a success? If this goes ahead
then the impact to the above locality will need to be included within this assessment and there should be a visible (measurable)
reduction in breaches of the bylaws. If behaviours don't measurably change then I determine the trial a failure, as this would be
an objective of providing areas to dog owners. In finalising the proposal (if it goes ahead) Council must put clear accountability
back on dog owners - to make this highly visible that they are in control of the final outcome. I suggest the reported outcome
should have this defined within it.
Dear Sir/Madam
Council’s trial proposal is supported.
Suggested changes:
- further extend to 400 metres similar to the Palm Beach trial. This will ensure adequate space for user. Same rationale as to why
original 260 metres is now being trialed at 300 metres. This is likely to become a very popular location and 400 metres would be
better.
- increase times. Since COVID19 peoples’ daily routines have changed. While it is agreed the 4pm to 10am would cater for the
majority, there are other members of our community that would like to exercise with their dogs around lunchtimes as an
example. Walking the dog on the beach at anytime would be an excellent treatment for those people with mental health illness.
Council to balance the desire to commence a trial as soon as possible with the potential delay if a 24 hour trial were to be chosen.
I support the original trial as proposed and would like these two suggestions included as part of the 12 month evaluation.
I pass on my appreciation to Councillors and Council administration staff for pursuing this initiative.
Kind regards,
Darren Parker
A wonderful idea to support the exercise and wellbeing needs of the dogs and families of our community
As a local resident I have the following concerns with this proposal.
1. Excessive traffic and parking - it is inevitable that designated spots that are meant for health campus parking will be taken up by
dog owners.
2. Dogs on beach out of designated hours - the south end of the beach is enjoyed by many people who like swim, relax and enjoy
the beach. I can imagine this will no longer be possible with the new proposal . Already there are dog owners who constantly flout
the rules and sit on the beach with dogs during 10am - 4 pm in summer I am sure this will only increase now. The area will need to
be adequately patrolled by wardens to allow non dog owners to also enjoy the Southern end of Mona Vale?
3. How will you stop the dogs running past the designated area on the beach?
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4. Walking through the dog park on a day to day basis I see that unfortunately there are dog owners who do not pick up,
inevitably I imagine this will end up between peoples toes on the beach which would be pretty disgusting.

I would love the beach to be available for my dog and I to share.
Plenty of space to share - highly support this
Its a great idea to have an area that the whole family can enjoy.
This is the perfect location, next to existing off-leash area. It could be a bit bigger, but 300m is better than nothing, thank you.
Please can the community have a couple of off leash beaches currently if we want to go take the dog to a beach Clontarf is our
closest but is always too busy to park the car there. Other councils up the coast have plenty of space for dogs on beaches.
Dogs are good for the community including younger and older people's mental health
Northern Beaches Council has bad failed the community for too long.
Please see attached file: Comments upon proposed Mona Vale Beach (south) dog off-leash area.pdf
see attachment and other submissions sent to Council
It could be extended further north too. As very, very few people use the beach south of Golf Parade even in the peak of summer.
I think this would be an excellent idea, and a great companion area to the headland park above. It's important in summer to
enable dogs to cool off in the ocean, and we find the closest alternate area (Rowland Reserve) is increasingly congested, so
additional areas would be appreciated. This proposed area is generally away from the busier stretches of the beach. I believe this
beach is long enough to accommodate all interested groups (swimmers / surfers / sunbathers / walkers / and now also
responsible dog owners..). Ideally this would be 24-hour, inclusive of the hottest part of the day, however I think the current
proposal is reasonable for the trial period.
It will be impossible to eliminate dog defecation
Dog owners leave poos on the street, now pristine fragile environment of the beach is at risk
Dogs and the beach don’t mix. They attract sharks. They can bite people as off leash - including children, people and small dogs I
was once bitten by an off leash dog at Dee Why Beach.
Please do not do this to our precious beaches.
Dog owners have the leash free dog park above. That is sufficient. I don’t wish to have my beach stolen as I can’t use it if dogs are
allowed on there.
Dog owners continuously leave dog droppings behind and they don’t control their dogs.
This will be an issue for all of us who enjoy the walk along the whole length of the beach.
Council needs more ranges on the beaches to stop dog owners breaking the rules everyday.
I think it is a very good idea. I am a frequent dog walker at the area on the headland above the southern end of Mona Vale beach
and also at Bayview and it can be very congested at Bayview. My spoodle loves the water and would be very happy to use the
beach in the allocated times.
I always collect dog poo and I just hope that others will do the right thing. A trial is a great idea to assess the impact of this.
There are enough dog off areas around already, and they don't seem over crowded to me. Plus, the diligence of dog owners to
clean up after their dog is not good enough. I'd want to see better responsibility taken before more areas are added.
Educate dog owners to take more responsibility for their dogs waste.
Additionally how do you propose to stop a dog off leash taking off up the beach to where families with young kids are enjoying
beach time earlier in the day.
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Dogs are already all over our beaches. These dog owners and their dog were photographed on Friday 28th May at 10.00am in the
Dune Stabilisation area near the Golf Ave track after walking their dog along the beach to the southern end, then past 100 school
kids the beach. The dog was off leash. Not only should they not have had their dog on the beach, but they should not have been
in the dune area and a dog near school kids was not safe. It was not the only dog on the beach at that time. Give them an inch
they take a mile. Dog owners seem to think they have the right to take over any public place and non-dog owners should have to
put up with it. They will not stick to the off leash zone, or the off leash times. They do not do this now so why will they do it
when given more rights. They do not do it in other council areas where they have off leash times. People in Pittwater have the
best dog park at Bayview yet they take over Bungan, Mona Vale Basin and other local beaches. If you must give them a dog free
beach, then don't do off peak times, give them 24 hours a day and then police them on all other beaches. And please don't make
it Bungan or Mona Vale. Keep our beaches free of dogs.
A perfect place for dogs and owners to enjoy the delights of sand and surf together.
Just that small part of the beach would bring so much joy to so many as they watch their dogs dash in and out of the waves.
Have just returned from the south coast which has many dog beaches, all very successfully embraced by local communities.
How could this possibly be an issue when the positive effect on mental health is so obvious, especially in these current difficult
times.
This survey is badly designed. I would not be at all surprised if the data show that supporters of the Palm beach solution do not
respond to the MonaVale Beach South solution. This is because it is a tabbed survey requiring visitors to go back up and change
tabs. Many users will not notice the Mona Vale Beach (south) tab and will therefore not complete it.
Also, if you try to complete the survey from an iphone you have to re-loging to complete the second Mona Vale Beach (south)
survey.
It is poor survey design like this which meant George Bush ii won Florida ahead of Al Gore... and look how badly that turned out
for the creatures of this planet.
Pleaqse take account of this failing in your interpretation of the results.
Great Idea!!
Almost ALL beaches should be off-leash dog friendly - at restricted times of day
Dogs are harmful to the environment and are a public health hazard and a public nuisance
There are not many beach areas available to dog owners in this part of the Northern Beaches compared with around Manly.
Bayview becomes very crowded so this is a close alternative to that area.
i strongly support this plan
Support the proposal however apply in Daylight Saving hours only and allow unlimited across the rest of the year.
Think that's a brilliant idea as there are no off leash beach areas around here
People walking north from Warriewood can't avoid the dog area. Would be better to take the trial area north of the first available
path off the beach. Daily inspection by Rangers to monitor/fine for dog fouling and out of control dogs.
I fully support off leash plans fow this part of Mona Vale. beach. It is secluded and not very popular with beach goers and not
guarded. I would also add a norrhern side of Newport beach to this proposal.
I am a strong supporter for more off leash dog areas, however as a lifelong dog owner I have been concerned by the growing
number of irresponsible dog owners who do not supervise their animals while at parks/ off leash areas. This is the key issue when
implementing off leash areas, and there has been an obvious increase over the last two years in dogs attacking other dogs in
these areas, with the offending owners taking zero responsibility. I would like to see measures implemented to show the council
takes our animals (and our own) safety seriously and that they are willing to implement management policies, and fine repeat
offenders. Therefore I think random observation of these areas to ensure all dogs are supervised and incidents are addressed
appropriately would be beneficial to everyone. I would also like to see fair enforcement where it is not just big dogs being
prejudicially judged, however putting an equal onus on small dog owners that they are equally responsible for their dogs
behaviour- small size is no excuse.
It’s a great idea and after your trial I think the NBC should consider adding more areas to other beaches. Thanks Ron Castorina
The head is enough there are heaps of dogs there all the time and some people still don’t pick up their POO. And who wants to be
sitting on the beach trying to have a quiet time and swim with dogs running around let alone POO
It is so important as we have no “free” space for dogs to run
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I agree wholeheartedly to allow this area in Mona Vale Beach be allocated as off-leash dog friendly.
HOWEVER, I would like to propose to ALSO consider other beaches South of Mona Vale to be considered for off-leash allotment
area.
This area already has Bayview where dogs can go on the sand/water off the leash and now getting another water zone nearby in
Mona Vale (plus there is the enormous dog park near Mona Vale hospital right next to the beach).
For residents in Narrabeen and Collaroy there is no water access nearby for dogs, the closest is Curl Curl lagoon which gets
extremely busy for parking in Summer.
PLEASE consider adding North or Middle Narrabeen Beach as an off-leash zone for dogs too.
THANK YOU,
Melanie
Fantastic idea, please see my comments in relation to Palm Beach, they apply equally to Mona Vale beach.
Proposal I fully support it.
PERFECT location just below the doggie off leash park. The doggies will LOVE the access to the sand and the people will take care
of their litter. Theres hardly any people lying there on the beach even in summer .... it's too far from the patrolled MonaVale
beach.
Easy access .... perfect location for some beach freedom for our pooches.
This is a great opportunity for community engagement with the benefit of using pooches as intermediaries.
This is a welcome trial for many Northern Beaches dog owners. Look forward to the council approving and tracking feedback over
a 12-month period.
As long as people are responsible and pick up their doggy's do I have absolutely no problem. Bins should be made available with
clear signage
Dog owners & their fur babies should have a designated area to exercise & socialise with this pets. Sydney needs more such
pkaces
This is a great idea and provides a suitable alternative to Rowland Reserve
Sounds good
It's an excellent concept. I have visited many off lead dog parks in NSW and WA and having specific times of the day you can take
dogs there works very well. The northern beaches is way behind the 8-ball. With a huge number of dogs in the area and many
beaches, it stands to reason there should be dog beaches.
Please hurry up my dogs are both 10
I truly believe in that off-leash dog areas provide mant positives.
*The dogs get to "run free and have a good stretch" as well as the hunmans with them.
*The owners, friends and families also have some where to gather and share space with like minded people.
*These areas then provide an opportunity to socialise which makes a mainly caring community.
* The majority of people who make the effort of taking their dogs to an off-leash area are by definition those who are responsible
owners who obviously appreciate and care for the facility.
*The trial hours seem sensible and I assume provide an introductory base for assessment.
*Our recent COVID lockdowns provided an opportunity to observe the large number of Peninsula residents who take warmth
from outings with their dogs. This also indicated the large numbers of dogs in the area.
*I gather now with more people realising that working from home is not an issue and more widely accepted as a future practice
and have observed these people taking a more "healthy" work break in getting outside and walking their dogs.
northern beaches needs more off leash dog areas. Thank you for proposing these two sites.
Dogs are part of our community
A similar off-leash dog area program works successfully on the Sunshine Coast. We have enjoyed such a positive experience when
holidaying in Queensland with our puppy. It would be great to have the same opportunities at Mona Vale Beach.
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This would be a great addition to the off leash area that is a really amazing walk up the hill to fabulous views.
It's not long, but enough to complete a couple of kms loop!
I think this is a fantastic proposal for the dogs of the northern beaches and am fully supportive.
Common sense must prevail. It does in most of Australia and much more in the northern hemisphere
Fear dogs will have unrestricted access along Mona Vale beach, roaming to north end....many dogs already do?
Don't want to check for poo everywhere I walk....shame Mona Vale beach has been selected, a real trophy beach after the new
surf club is built.
Bayview is close to Mona Vale, dogs don't belong, or need to have beach access.
Excellent idea and well over due with the amount of beaches surrounding us with only 1 off leash beach available at this time by
adding both station beach and South Mona vale beach this change will be welcomed by the community
It has to happen
Responsible Dog owners will I’m sure police this few that don’t pick up their poo
Southern Mona Vale beach must be open to dogs for a run and swim
Absolutely support it providing dog owners pick up after their dogs and dispose of the poop. Many dogs enjoy the water and the
opportunity to run on the sand. With so much beach area on the Northern Beaches, a few areas should be permissible. South
Mona Vale is perfect with its proximity to the off-leash park.
Much needed. Perfect next to dog park.
Please give us dog owning rate payers a chance to enjoy the beach as much as all other rate payers. I see more misbehaving humans who leave
trash and disturb others trying to the enjoy the beach than I've ever seen any dogs have issues on any area they're allowed.
I grew up on the mid north coast of NSW and there is very little parts of the beaches dogs aren't allowed. In fact the beach that I would call my
local back home has a rule, dogs aren't allowed within 10 m of the flags. This rule makes sense to me as most families should be using the areas
that are patrolled and if you're using a beach that isn't patrolled then you're doing it at your own risk, so why not let dogs have their share.
For an area with many kilometers of beaches the fact that dogs aren't allowed on any part of them is absolutely ridiculous. I love calling Dee Why
home and am willing to travel (for now) to take my dog to the beach but really dogs should be allowed some time on most beaches. Restrict
Manly or other popular tourist beaches but let the locals enjoy their beaches with their dogs. It's insane to me that I have to drive to go to a beach
with my dog but I live within walking distance of one.

Off leash beach areas at Curl Curl and Long Reef would be great also for those that live further south on the peninsular.
NSW Government strongly advise no pets in or near the surf, as they're a know risk to swimmers...see link below.
https://www.sharksmart.nsw.gov.au/staying-safe
Let it be 24 hours. That end of the beach is not massively busy. Just let people and their dogs be instead of over regulating
everything.
Provide biodegradable dog poop bags and bins at the beach entrances so people can easily clean up as needed.
I prefer this area to the one proposed at Mona Vale due to its location not being near a National Park and it’s unlikely impact on
wildlife as there is already a dog area nearby. Measures need to be in place to enforce the litter issue that comes with dogs and
consistently having a ranger down there to fine people would help that. And provide biodegradable dog bags and lots of bins.
This is an excellent location for an off leash beach access area for dogs - it is clearly demarcated from the northern part of the
beach, meaning those who wish to be in a dog free area can do so, it is close to the current off leash area and so is an place where
people are used to dogs off lead and community acceptance would be high. It is also of course the overall benefit that off lead
space brings to both the dogs and their humans - this is an excellent proposal area that I am very excited about and think would
work really well - thank you
There are relatively few genuine beach areas around Sydney which are accessible to dogs and their families: More are needed.
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We so need a beach for our fur babies to enjoy. I have never seen my Cavoodle so happy running on a dog beach in Queensland. I
have never understood why we don’t have the same locally.
The Northern Beaches is possibly the most unfriendly place to visit as a dog owner in Sydney. We have many friends in this area
who we’d love to see more often in their neighbourhood so this would be very welcome at Mona Vale. More forward thinking to
accommodate 40% of the public that now own a dog!!
We are desperate for dogs being allowed on our beaches
A clear sensible plan so that dogs can be exercised off leash.
I support fully, the whole community wins when dogs have an area to be properly exercised.
The Northern beaches does not have any off leash beaches where people can swim with their dogs. The central coast and other
areas outside Sydney (including Melbourne) successfully manage off leash beaches. It’s time we gave it a try.
We need more areas where the dogs can run off leash on the beach. This area is relatively unused by humans and our beautiful
dogs would love it.
There are so few options for off-leash responsible dog exercise in the area and the level of use as Bayview is clear indication of
community demand.
Travelling with a dog. Need safe sign posted areas so as not to break council rules.
I think it’s excellent to have an opportunity for the dogs to enjoy the beach too!
Not enough dog off leash areas in the northern beaches
Absolutely! Perfect place to have an off leash area.
I feel the times are limited as that part of the beach has little use particually in the cooler months .There is a need for more offleash areas , one could be Newport Beach north of the volley ball net .
This is the best area for off leash dogs, it’s been the unofficial area for years with no major issues, let’s make it official!
With so many dogs in the area and so few off leash areas I fully support this trial
A perfect spot for dogs to be dogs and no body uses this area to sun bake. A brilliant idea adjacent to the dog park. Give the
people and dogs something like this and there will be a lot of happy residents.
With so much space available there needs to be options for walking dogs in this environment.
It annoys us to see this vast space with nobody using it most of the time. Thank you for finally giving us a say. From what we hear,
this will make many people happy, and only cause grief for a relative few, who complain about everything, anyway.
Thank you Council, our family will love this
Dogs need to have space to run and socialise. It helps people get exercise with their pets too.
Having a beach for dogs to play in the north of Sydney fabulous
We need mor off leash areas for our dogs to run around, socialise and exercise
Extended hours in winter would be even better
There is vulnerable bird life in the area. Owners often disregard regulations and are in that area most days as it is - imagine given
so much leeway what would happen!
This would be wonderful for the people and dogs in the area. It's long overdue with so many dog owners in this area that have
not been able to enjoy access to an ocean beach with their dogs. I see no negatives to this proposal as the proposed area is just
below the existing dog park, with the exception of a few surfers and the odd walker, this part of the beach is not utilised
especially during the proposed times . It's an ideal area as with access via the existing dog park, poo bags are provided. There will
always be highly vocal negative people but with the Northern Beaches blessed with 20+ world class ocean beaches, just one small
non utilised area at non peak times is a small request.
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Great for community
It shouldn't be this complicated
Absolutely wonderful for us all and I don't have a dog!
Dog owners must accept any limitations or they ruin it for those that do!!!!
Margaret Weeks
79 Surfview Road Mona Val
Previously 121 Narrabeen Park Parade MV
This is a great proposal as I believe Sydney does not have enough off leash parks and areas let alone beaches that are dogs and
their families can enjoy in peace . These are important to the community as whole as it has many health and lifestyle benefits as
well as providing dogs with a safe place to relax and enjoy themselves without being harassed or worried about complaints from
non pet lovers . It delivers great mental health ; community and physical health benefits for the whole community not just the
dogs and their families . It is a win win for all . It would also attract visitors to this place providing money ; jobs and bringing a
great environment where dogs and the public can share public spaces in a safe area . It says alot about a society who looks after
its animals especially companion pets .
My dog has already been attacked in a park which was not an off-leash area by a dog off leash.
These people already have adequate areas to run their dogs. At least the beach is still a safe place to walk without the threat of
some dog running up to you as we have found on many occasions already in many areas of Mona Vale. It seems to me that
people already think off-leash is okay anywhere at anytime. Please keep the beaches as safe places for the rest of us to walk and
enjoy.
Absolutely support this. It's a logical place to have some timeshared access.
It's a logical extension to the the dog, opening up that beach is long overdue.
allows for shared use of the public land in a safe way - so families with dogs can enjoy regular exercise - good for their mental
health
and also alllows those of us visiting the area to bring our dog along and support the local community/ shops
I live close to the beach and have used it for morning exercise for 15 years. Many times I have been confronted by a dog off the
leash or the owner of the dog. Such owners have abused me for pointing out that dogs are not allowed on the beach or they
actually threaten me.
The obvious signs are just ignored.
I have observed dogs befouling the beach.
If the council rangers cannot police the beach now how can they stop dogs, encouraged by their owners, stopping at some
arbitrary boundary or using the beach after the 10am. time limit. The beach as I know it will be completely changed for all the
walkers and runners who use it early every day.
This is a great area for dogs to run and enjoy the sand
No time restraints on any day
We are in need for more off leash dog parks, Bayview gets to busy and due to that I think some dogs can feel endangered.
Wonderful. A much needed change for dog owners on the northern beaches.
The less dog parks the better. They already have the Bayview boat ramp area.
Absolutely.
We would be so happy and the dogs even happier.
Please no time limits. People always get confused so they don’t end up working and the anti-dog community members always end
up winning. There are zero ocean front dog friendly beaches in Sydney. The closest one is Killcare Beach on the Central Coast.
They trialed the off leash time limit of 4pm to 10am but it was never policed which just lead to locals who didn’t like dogs
complaining to the council. Luckily however the dog owners finally won and they made the middle section of Killcare beach off
leash (so the section between the flags and the Putty Beach end which backs onto Bouddi National Park dogs are prohibited). If an
off leash area so close to a National Park which are strictly no dog zones (both on and off leash) can work then why can’t it work
on a Sydney Beach.
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45% of Sydney households own a dog.
The community needs more facilities.
More off leash areas.
More consultations
Need more off-leash dog spaces
There are not enough off leash areas on the North Shore
If we have a area specifically for off leash, owners will be responsible and use the beach respectfully as shown by Bayview dog
beach and beaches further north.
The northern boundary of off leash should be moved further north to where the path from golf course runs through the sand
dunes about two thirds along that path travelling north before the bridge.
I think this is excellent idea
Make the beach area larger and extend the hours to 24 hrs per day during the non day light saving months. Dogs and their owners
will love it
Having more pets especially dogs to support the individuals mental health it is our duty to offer these pets a place to follow their
natural instincts and provide a space for them to socialise freely. Dogs need to be able to wear off their energy. This will help to
avoid any aggressions due to lack of exercise
You just have to spend 10 seconds looking at how happy a dog is on the beach and playing in the sand. No one uses this end of
the beach and it would bring dogs and their owners joy to see this off leash area at the beach come to fruition.
I am a dog owner but do not support this because owners do not pick up their dogs waste. This is evidenced everyday when i walk
my dog in off leash areas.
No I do not support this as dog owners and their dogs won’t stick to these areas! Especially if they are off leash.
Already this morning I passed two dogs who were walking with their owners on the middle area of mona vale beach. One of the dogs did a poo
and she just ‘kicked sand’ over it.
I love dogs but our area already has bayview (with the beach) dog off leash for them and on the headland at mona vale amongst other areas.
I have young kids and they are often scared when big dogs off leash come bounding up to them. We often go up the northern end for walks but
will not do so if dogs off leash.
I have witnessed many owners that do not have their dogs under control or do not pick up their poo. And one more thing- there is no way the
dogs will stay in the proposed boundaries or keep to the time schedule and there will be no one to enforce this.
No dog beach please.
Thank you

I am a longtime resident of the northern beaches and I love the beach. I love running on the beach with my dog and sometimes
drive to Avoca to do so. I have long lamented that my local beaches do not allow me this pleasure with my dog. It would be SO
WONDERFUL if this section of Mona Vale beach south could be made available for this purpose.
I have already stepped in poo on the south side of Mona Vale beach this year; and have seen unleashed dogs daily on the beach.
Now constantly looking for poo at North, Mid, South Mona Vale just in case.
May need to put mesh around the dune fence so the plants don’t get trashed.
This will be very much appreciated by locals
I think that this is a great idea.
It will be great
Strongly support this proposal. thank you!
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That it is conditional and reviewed on a regular basis. If the beach is filthy with dog poop not being picked up it should be
temporarily closed while people contemplate the consequence of their actions. Also no more than two dogs per person because
it is hard to track multiple dogs and missing them poop and picking it up is a more likely occurrence and will lead to a dirtier
beach.
Just this morning I was at mona vale off leash area and came across dog faeces not picked up.
Please see attached file. Key concerns include the following:
1. Environmental risk assessment should take place before trial parameters are developed.
2. Community consultation premature ahead of environmental risk assessment.
3. Site selection flawed and not transparent.
4. Community consultation should only take place after all relevant government agencies have provided approval, noting current
concerns by certain agencies such as Nation Parks.
5. Boundary proposal premature ahead of environmental risk assessment and approval from government agencies.
6. Compliance concerns.
7. Pollution concerns.
8. Fencing, signage & conflict on beach concerns.
Permitting dogs to use the beach at Mona Vale for the restricted time proposed is commendable. It will allow dogs to exercise
and have fun, minimise boredom, make them sleep better and possibly reduce their need to bark at home because they are
more content. This proposal is excellent, and has my vote for trialling.
I take my dog for a leashed walk morning and afternoon everyday. My wife and our dog have been attacked once by a dog that
was off leash. Our walking takes in Bangalow Reserve and Winnererremy Bay reserve and the foot path towards Bayview. Our
experience is that approximately 25-30% of dogs are off leash in this area. It seems that people think the Rowland Reserve off
leash area starts at the Flying Fox Cafe or the parking bay on the western side of Rowland Reserve. People seem to think its alright
to train their dogs off leash in these two reserves even though there is the off leash area very near by in Rowland reserve where
dogs can swim in the sea and run around. To extend off leash areas to the beautiful Mona Vale beach area is unnecessary and
would lead to people letting their dogs off leash in the Mona Vale beach car park to roam as they like up the beach to off leash
area thereby ruining the beach for the sake of a few lazy dog owners. Dogs belong on leashes in suburban/urban areas and not on
our beautiful beaches where they crap and owners don't pick it up. Please do not extend off leash areas.
Beaches are great for dogs and families.
Although most dog owners are considerate picking up their dogs poo eat there are still a lot who don’t. This us evident by the
amount of fog piping the off leash park near Mona Vale hospital. Also there is the occasional dog that is vicious but the owner
seems to think their dog is just”enthusiastic “ as evident when my friend was bitten recently at Bayview ... I think there is enough
off leash areas available and our beaches don’t need to be one of them .
There is already a substantial dog off-leash area on the Mona Vale headland which is prime realestate, so it seems excessive to
extend that down to the beach.
My main objection is that I don't feel safe sharing the beach with dogs, it will prevent me from doing my normal walk and I don't
feel dogs should have precedence over humans on beach access. I have numerous stories of bad experiences with dogs on
beaches.
My other main objection is the danger posed to the environment in what is a sensitive and important coastal scrub area. Allowing
the dogs to roam from the headland via the bush track to the beach will mean any nesting birds or other wildlife will be at risk.
The council has a duty of care to the environment and eco systems of Mona Vale Beach and will be held accountable for
exercising due process and satisfying all environmental protections required. I can't image how the environment can possibly be
protected with the introduction of dogs to an eco sensitive area such as south Mona Vale Beach.
As with my Palm beach comment, I believe there should be no time restrictions during the week to dilute numbers. The beaches,
even in Summer are often deserted mid week. This would suit many retired & working from home residents Weekends perhaps.
Certainly worth a trial!
Providing a few sections of beach permitting offleash will mean people go where they are allowed to go, as no one enjoys having
to watch out for rangers. This means less dogs where their not supposed to be, which is also a good outcome.
Too many delays with this already
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I do not believe that dogs should be allowed on beaches either on or of leash, they have plenty of unleashed areas to defecate
and exercise on without polluting the beaches as well. It alienates the beach for everyone else.
As a dog owner on the northern beaches great to see this trial!
I would support this proposal except for one concern - dog crap!
Some of the beaches in Queensland have no restrictions on dogs exercising on the beaches.
However, unfortunately there are owners who do not clean up after their dog/s and that causes the problem of little 'missiles',
hidden in the sands.
The area around Rowland Reserve/Flying Fox, Bayview often has a similar problem - some lazy people do not clean up after their
dog or, just ignore the dog and what it is doing completely. Fortunately, it is only thru the efforts of a couple of regular daily users
of Rowland Reserve itself, that dog crap is cleaned up after lazy owners have already departed the scene.
Many people walk along Mona Vale Beach from one end to the other or, onto Warriewood Beach and return, at low tide. The
area is also generally, popular with kids running around in warmer weather and for the people that like to sunbath away from the
crowds.
The Rowland Reserve/Flying Fox/Winnererramy Bay area gives a clear indication of what would happen in a similar fashion at
Mona Vale Beach and for that reason alone, the proposal cannot be supported - little missiles hidden in the sands.
There are too many people from out of area bringing their dogs for a swim at Bayview which means that locals are often unlikely
to take their dogs there. We need more places that locals can take their dogs for a swim.
I support this but it needs to be open for longer hours
As a new dog and I would love to be able to take my new dog for some off leash time
I fear dogs. Mona Vale Beach has been my regular for years. Mona Vale Beach is my peace haven from animals. To know dogs are
on the beach would give my anxiety. Of concern is my safety, not forgetting the environment.
Would be even better if there were no time restrictions.
It would be so wonderful, it works in other NSW beaches
Happy for big fines for not picking up business!
This is worrying to me. I walk along the beach and up to the Mona Vale headland at 7am each morning. Last January a large dog
jumped on me from behind it’s front paws on my shoulders knocking me over. It landed on top of me and I injured my ankle. I
was unable to walk for six weeks. This took place on the dog area on the headland so I decided not to report it. The thought that
this could happen on the beach really disturbs me.
We would prefer the north end of Newport, and maybe this can be considered too?
As I stated in the palm beach proposal
No dogs should be allowed on any beach
Zero time
They ruin the environment and serenity of the beach
Not everyone likes having dogs jump on yourself
As what happens in cafes etc
Definitely keep the dogs off the beaches
The off leash time from 4pm to 10am is the best time to go to the beach as the un index is lower during that time, and dog and
dog owners won’t be mindful of adhering to the barrier as there is no geographical feature to mark the proposed barrier. A
smaller beach or one with an area that has natural geographical features that can act as a barrier would be a better idea. Would
also recommend the time for dog to be during the middle of the day to go on the beach like 11am to 2pm to avoid peak times
that families and other people go to the beach suck as before or after work.
There is adequate off leash area already between the sand dunes and the Mona Vale hospital.
I use both areas a lot and I am constantly checking my shoes for dog waste on the grassed area.
The views from both areas are spectacular. It is not right that you have to be constantly looking at the ground to see what you
might be stepping in. I have watched both responsible owners pick up dog waste and irresponsible dog owners who DON'T pick
up, regardless of the plentiful supply of waste bags.
I avoid walking on the grassed off leash area at Mona Vale at night for this very reason. I don't want to have to do the same on the
beach.
It needs to be a place to relax for mental health reasons, not be constantly looking at the ground.
thank you for listening.
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The southern end of Mona Vale Beach is an ideal location for unleashed dog exercise. Being adjacent to the existing unleashed
dog area on the headland, it’s a sensible synergy to open up the southern end of the beach for unleashed dogs. This section of the
beach is little used by the public, with the majority of users being surfers.
This is the closest beach to where I live and it would be great to have the opportunity to walk my dogs here...especially now I can
no longer walk them on Station Beach - I have commented on this decision in my submission re the proposal for North Palm
Beach.
A great location, next to current dog park, and a great way for members of the community to enjoy our lifestyle with our four
legged family members.
Absolutely yes! Providing offeash areas so families with dogs can enjoy outdoor space together should be a priority.
This is an appropriate location for off leash dogs, unlike Palm Beach. I support this location.
Fully support the off leash area 24/7. We are the owners of 2 lovely rescue dogs who love to spend quality time with us and love
splashing in the water. The nominated area is small compared to the whole beach and selfish attitudes by non dog lovers should
be absolute in preventing the enjoyment experienced by dog lovers. They have no greater rights than dig lovers.
Please approve this initiative on a permanent basis.
This is a high use area, I do not wish to have roaming dogs pissing on my towel whilst I'm having a swim (this has happened). A lot
of young families use this beach, it's not a good mix.
It is well overdue. Sharing this part of the beach but in the hours proposed is very needed by dog walkers and very reasonable.
However, I think 300m is too short and it seems the only access is down the steep incline (but this is not clear). The length of
beach should be at least double this and more access points allowed. Trying to hold a dog on a leash down a steep hill with a sand
surface is too difficult for many people, particularly those of us with knee issues.
We need to protect our coastline from further pollution. This is a family friendly beach and my 4 year old daughter has been
chased and jumped up on by a dog that came onto Mona Vale beach illegally with its owner which scared her and us. No one can
control or prevent an unleashed dog from either aggressively attacking or playfully jumping up on beach walkers or those sitting
down this end of the beach. If people want to allow their dogs to swim they can take them to Bayview dog walking park. We’ve
already seen the pollution that has resulted from dogs in this area, why would we want to allow the same to happen to Mona
Vale beach at a time when our environment is already coming under assault from climate change and industrial pollution? People
with physical disabilities such as back problems, the elderly or immune suppressed may be unduly put at risk by overexcited dogs
racing up and down the beach and bowling walkers over. Who also wants to put their beach towel down on or near dog urine of
faeces or have their kids playing in the sand contaminated by such germs? If a dog attacks a child or beach walker, the council will
be responsible. I love dogs, but I don’t love dogs being on our beautiful beaches.
300m is ridiculous. The beach is usually deserted
I live in Newport and regularly use the excellent walking track over to Bilgola and beyond. This path is designated a "dogs on leash
only" area. I was amazed how many owners let their dogs off leash on this path so started counting them during my daily walk
and I can report very rarely do 50% of owners have their dogs on a leash and it never drops below 25% off leash.
My conclusion is many dog owners in this area think the rules don't apply to them, evidenced by the amount of dog droppings in
Newport and dogs seen on Newport Beach. A superb area is provided at "Doggy Heaven" on Pittwater where they can run free
and beach walkers just avoid this area. Why let them loose on public beaches where people regularly walk/jog? You know what
will happen, the sand will be fouled and the owners won't obey the rules just as they don't obey them now in Newport, the dogs
will just run off, they can't read the signs!
These comments apply equally to Palm Beach.
There headland is already covered in dog poo which isn’t picked up. There is no way that it will be managed any differently on the
beach. We shouldn’t have to be looking down at the sand to avoid dog poo, we can do that on the headland. There is also the
problem if poo is picked up in plastic bags not being put in bins and then washing into the ocean and killing marine animals. The
council will have to put bins on the beach as it would be unlikely that the bags will be carried back to the park bins.
This would be a first for the northern beaches and long overdue. This part of the beach is rarely used so dogs would not be an
issue. Nothing like a happy hound legally enjoying the surf / heavy fines if Poo is not picked up!!
Terrible for the local ecosystem and will create increased traffic arond mona vale hospital. Dog owners do not pick up their poo in
the existing mona vale dog park.
Where is the environmental impact statement. Due process is not being followed.
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Great idea for a community with a lot of dogs.
Have seen dog friendly beach areas in Qld and works well.
Would prefer it to be leashed dogs on the beach to be considerate of others and also for those dog owners who don't do the right
thing and have out of control dogs.
I frequent this area regularly and have lived in Mona vale for my life- the proposed area is a perfect location as the dog park is
also at the top . I feel it is every dog owners responsibility to clean up after their dog and hefty fines should be imposed for those
who decide to not do this .
Overall a fabulous idea and I hope these changes are made permanent
This would be a wonderful area for dog owners to exercise their dogs. Dogs love waves! The area is quite secluded and out of the
way, & so impact on other residents and beachgoers would be low. It would make good use of an area that is currently not highly
utilised.
Please do this.
Yes please! This would be such a great area for locals to take their dogs.
I am extremely in favour of this propsal.
Finally pittwater beach access ( certain times only of course)
You should not be proposing unleashed dogs on beaches before completing the necessary environmental studies ascertaining
possible impacts on flora and fauna in adjacent dunes and beach cast birds and other marine life.
I am opposed to dogs on any Pittwater beaches for the following reasons.
1. An EIS should have been completed before comments were sought from the public. Flora and fauna impacts including beach
birds, migratory birds, seals for example could be negatively affected. The seal attack at Long reef shows the risks of off leash
dogs.
2. If the trial goes ahead how will it be supervised? Already on the headland above where I walk my own dog many people do not
pick up after their dogs.
3. The path from the headland past the Golf course clearly states that dogs must be on leash. However many dog owners ignore
this and their dogs wander at will through areas under bush regeneration which is funded and manned by council and volunteers.
What will stop dogs on the beach wandering through these at risk dune areas?
4. What would indicate the area allowed and how will the hours and the area be enforced.
With the growing rate of dog ownership, the lack of any meaningful enforcement of current rules and regulations and most
importantly the unknown effect on flora and fauna I am opposed to the off leash dog area on Mona Vale south.
Edna Blanchard ( dog owner)
We do not believe that Council will adequately enforce either the area proposed or the hours of use. Presently both Mona Vale
beach and Basin beach are designated no dogs and yet EVERY DAY we have witnessed unleashed dogs on both beaches. We have
seen a toddler and his father knocked to the ground by an unleashed dog on Basin beach while the owner looked on. The existing
dog park is often littered with dog waste and there is no reason to believe owners will be more motivated to pick up on the beach
- easier to kick sand over it. It is no use reminding dog owners of their responsibility as it ALWAYS results in abuse and there is
never a ranger in sight. In summary, it is our experience as residents of Basin beach that dog owners do not obey the signposted
rules.
Dogs are wonderful but NOT wonderful on our beaches. There is no way of controlling or policing this and there will always be
those who do NOT abide by the rules - I have witnessed this many times and if you try to approach the owners they become
aggressive, abusive and defensive. There is also a risk of dogs becoming aggressive attacking other dogs and people how do we
control this? The suggested hours could not be worse - before and after work - this is exactly when most people want to be on
the beach. Signs, fences and fines will NOT help there are always people who will do exactly what they want. How do you control
where a dog off leash will run, dig, damage the environment, sand dunes and poo. I have seen people on the beach just kick sand
over dog poo - is this really what we want for our beaches? PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY OUR BEAUTIFUL CLEAN, PEACEFUL,
PRISTINE BEACHES NOT NOW NOT EVER PLEASE.
I do believe it is just fair to offer a space on the beach for all the families that have a dog and want to enjoy the outdoors as a
complete family.
Dogs pay a very high contribution to the economy of the area providing jobs to many people working in the animal sector, it is
just fair they get to experience life as we do.
The South Mona Vale beach is 95% of the times already frequented by dogs and there is just a very small community of
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beachgoers preferring that side compared to Warriewood and North Mona Vale where parking and amenities is better (in both
locations).

Desperately need more open spaces for dogs, we are so lucky to have so many beaches, bit so unlucky that they are not places for
dogs.
WHY do we NOT want dogs on beaches?
BECAUSE it is the Last Area that we can safely use, without being Barked at, Bitten, or
encountering Poo.
Dog owners do Not respond when Fido takes a dislike to strangers. They do Not clean up after dog-do.
Living above a beach, I have witnessed the complete Refusal of Dog owners to Obey signage ''NO dogs on beaches''.
Were Council Rangers present for half an hour at 7am or 5pm, they could make a month's salary from [legally] Fining Dog Owners
--so many disobey the current Law.
Give Dog Owners any area & they will use all...as so many do already-- Every morning & Every evening.
Before getting a dog I used to enjoy walking on the beach. Now I seldom get to, because a walk for me always involves the dog. I
do miss it. I have been going to Mona Vale Headland Park with my dog most days for the last 5 years and having the southern end
of Mona Vale beach as an off-leash area would be fantastic. I could get back on the beach and my dog could have a play in the
waves. Most dog owner are responsible people and pick up their dog’s poo. There are always a few that don’t just like there are
always a few people that leave rubbish on the beach. But we don’t ban people from the beach because of the few and we
shouldn’t ban dogs because of a few owners. A ranger and a few fines would help remind these people how to behave. I have
been to many beaches in Australia where dogs are allowed and it works well. Dogs are a part of many families and I applaud
Northern Beaches Council for putting this proposal forward.
Should be able to walk down the beach from surfview road entrance
Awesome!
Often walk through to Warriewood beach and this proposal makes it less safe for many non dog lovers
Dogs are pets but they are more than this to many people. They are community. They are social capital. They are health and wellbeing. We have to look after their well-being too.
Providing a beach area to walk and/or swim ensures that dog owners have choice of where to go with their pets and where to
exercise themselves. Yes, there will be cases of misuse or accident but the majority of owners try to do the right thing.
Dogs are part of our community and we need to incorporate them into all aspects of life. I educate on keeping pets in apartments.
This was once frowned upon but it is now
Acceptable. Dogs can be on beaches.
Dr Jo Righetti
PhD Animal Behaviourist
Brilliant idea!
The time of day proposed should not be a problem. Makes sense
Love this idea.
Nature is there for everyone and everything to enjoy. The current restrictions do not meet community requirements. I am
grateful that these proposals are in place but would like more in the future.
Absolutely support the proposed off-leash area at Mona Vale. I feel there should be more off-leash areas.
Dogs are already on that section of the beach unleashed and their owners are not cleaning up after them or stopping them from
running wild. Why would it be any different if this allowed. It is also potentially an accident waiting to happen - if so who is liable?
A lot of people including children are walking along that section of the beach and would like to do so without dogs. Dog park in
Pittwater is already available for dogs to be off leash and have access to water.
Much needed
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Mona Vale already has an off-leash dog beach at Bayview. Any residents who have been there will have seen the horrible
pollution caused by lazy dog owners not picking up after their pets.
Mona Vale beach is also contains environmentally significant flora and fauna, which unleashed dogs will have an impact on.
Finally, Mona Vale beach is a popular place for small children to play and swim - having unleashed dogs in the same area will likely
result in direct injuries to children, and to their expose to fecal coliforms from dog waste.
If council are willing to clean sand everyday as dog poo may be picked up but will still leave parts of bacteria in the sand.
The area should be longer
I find it appalling that Northern Beaches council don’t let dogs on our beaches, all of the beaches! If you open it up to one beach
on the southern side you’ll end up with 500 dogs on the beach! Why can’t we use all the beaches before 10am and after 4 pm?
Because of the tiny minority with loud voices! Why are their voices louder than the majority? Dogs are referred to as mans best
friend for good reason. They provide friendship, stability, routine, a reason to exercise, a purpose to so many lonely people and
promote healthy family time. Walking on the beach with your dog is essential for people’s mental health especially during a
pandemic! Seriously council, shame on you! Start listening to the majority, not the minority!!! You’re there to represent the local
people, not the select few naysayers!
Think it is time rate paying pet owners got more facilities for their pets. This is also a much safer off lead area than that above
which is not fenced one side, dangerous drop the other, busy road alongside and people cycling through the middle of an area
where dogs should be safe to chase a ball.
All day access, please! My kids love taking the dogs to the beach and we like going in the morning before lunch. If necessary, we
are happy with on-leash access during the busiest time of the day!
NB is in need of more swimming areas for dogs
Not enough beaches, visit the system in Melbourne, works perfectly.
Start earlier than 4pm. That is very close to shark danger times.
What a great idea!
Start earlier than 4pm - too dangerous for sharks
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I am against allowing dogs on the beach, especially such a beautiful beach as Mona Vale. I am against the proposal for the
following reasons:
- There is no natural boundary that would limit the off-leash area to 300 meters meaning that majority of the beach because an
off-leash area by default
- Council does not have resources to police the compliance even now, what it means is that people will walk their dogs at all times
of the day
- This part of the beach is actively used by swimmers and for more private relaxation. Allowing off-leash dogs there pretty much
would preclude non-dog walkers from using it which represents the majority of the population
- Dogs tend to urinate on any object that they can find so leaving a bag or anything of a value would pretty much be impossible in
that area
- Allowing off-leash dogs next to sunbathed area would expose people, especially children to a high degree of risk from dog
attacks. Even now, if you let an unsupervised child walk in a dog park, he or she will soon get chased up by a dog. This is from my
personal experience with my own children. Council will be held liable for any attack as they knew about the dangers and
knowingly allowed the activity without any natural boundary or providing visitors with means to protect themselves.
- As this is a beach, there will be no incentive to pick their dog feces as they will be washed away. In effect creating a sewer
dumping ground. I would like to swim in a clean water knowing that it is not infected with parasites from dog feces and feces
themselves.
- Council is upgrading the surf-club which means that more people will be using the beach which means that area will be
experiencing more active use from sun-bathers and swimmers.
- Limiting dog use to morning and afternoon is not a solution as many people, including myself prefer to use the beach when the
sun is not at it's peak. Denying or limiting this opportunity exposes people to more skin cancer risk
- There is already a dog area at Bayview beach. I would invite council representative and the councilors to and try and use that
area for anything but dog walking. Anything that you put on the ground is going to be urinated on with dog owners blaming you
for leaving bags unattended in their beach.
- Community benefit from off-leash area is dubious. Obviously, dog owners would love to have all areas available for their dogs to
run but this ignores the needs and interest of the wider community. I am a horse lover, should not the council allow horse riding
on Mona Vale beach? It provides the same emotional uplift as was claimed by one of the Councillors and exercises the horse.
- Council can buy part of golf course and use it to expand the off leash dog area. This would be a better solution
In conclusion, allowing dogs at Mona Vale beach is a very bad idea. There is a good reason why it has been prohibited for so many
years and should remain this way. Instead, the council should spend my ratepayer dollar on improving infrastructure and rezoning
land to accommodate more people. It is ridiculous to focus more on dog well-being while people have nowhere to live as council
has such prohibitive development policies.
I believe dog swimming areas r to crowded
Long Reef is an example of the neglect many dog owners have across Pittwater. Dog purchases on the NB are up due to covid,
especially during restrictions when people were short sighted. As we exit this period, many owners will potentially change their
mind, as the lonely void is filled again as we enter a new norm.
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Dear Mr Ham
I’m writing to express my opposition to the project of the Dog off-leash area at Mona Vale Beach (South).
I live nearby Mona Vale Beach since 2015 (Cook Terrace), and like most of the resident, I like to spend my free time at the beach.
Bongin Bongin Beach (South of MonaVale Beach) is a secluded gem, far from the crowd of the main beach. Recently, our beach
has become increasingly popular.
Above the beach, there is a large area dedicated to our friendly companions that cover the entirety of the hill. Dogs can already
run and play off-leash with no restrictions there. They are free and tolerated by all the people.
The area (beach+hill) is frequented daily by dozens of people such as surfers and dogs owner. It is also a popular spot for
paragliders.
Currently, the area represents a rare balance between different users.
I am writing to invite the Council not to break this fragile balance:
Over the weekend and most weekdays, parking spaces next to the beach (hill) are busy. Thus, people parked cars on the nearby
streets and occupying the resident spaces. I cannot imagine what could happen if the beach will become the new and only offleash dog area within miles.
- As mention above, the hill is already a popular space for dogs. It is not an exaggeration to say that dogs are the masters there.
So, they don’t need any extra space to enjoy their freedom.
On the contrary, people cannot enjoy that area, because dogs are running and droppings freely. For instance, currently, lay down
on the grass for a picnic is impossible.
- The only usable space by people is the beach, but it will become soon unavailable if the area turns into a dogs beach.
- Have dogs off-leash on that beach will be the end of the beach itself. That will be a matter of fact because often, dogs are
already on the beach (most of the time off-leash) breaking the tranquillity of the place.
They are marvellous and innocent animals, and we cannot blame them. If anything, it is the behaviour of their owners that is not
correct.
Often the dogs are left on the beach unguarded and free to annoy people because the owners are swimming. Owners never clean
the droppings because left on the beach.
If the off-leash area becomes real, certainly the situation will get worse. (due to the numbers of dog present on the beach). The
beach will become soon unsafe for everybody: for people who like to enjoy the day in the sun, for the dog owners and the dogs as
well. That because many dogs will leave alone during the surfing sessions of their owners.
Moreover, the prohibited part of the beach will be violated immediately by owners and dog present in the off-leash zone.
(Despite the warning).
For instance, it is already happening. Dogs are often on the beach even though is forbidden. Dogs are always off-leash along the
path next to the golf course (again, forbidden).
Owners simply ignore the rules. So, please do not destroy our beach. There is already enough space for the dogs in our area.
Sincerely
Riccardo Brescianini
This would be a great opportunity for our family to visit the beach with our dog, we are so desperate for a place on the northern
beaches for this to be available and this very unused part of Mona Vale beach would be perfect!!!
We pride ourselves on the northern beaches being one of the best places in Sydney to live. How is it that places on the central
coast allow their dogs on beaches and we don’t! How embarrassing for us
I dislike dogs so I prefer not to share the beach with them. A member of my family was attacked by a dog and is quite fearful
around them. This would impact us choosing to frequent that area.
If a child or adult are attack or injured by an unleashed dog at the south end of Mona Vale beach....how easy would it be to get
emergency officers, paramedics, ambulance services, stretchers down the stairs to Mona Vale south? Safety should be
paramount...now commumicated and documented, please take the necessary action.
As asked by the SMH in a recent article, how was Mona Vale south beach decided upon, what process and due diligence was
undertaken? What other sights have been considered? Why am I making this submission prior to the environmental study
conclusions being communicated?
We've already seen how few dog owners out takes to wreck Bayview Dog Park. Why do we want to wreck another beach so
close?
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No .
I think there would be areas better suited around the northern beaches than the two spots that the council has proposed for
example ; fisherman’s beach at Long Reef for one
How would the council manage the proposed off leash areas ? Council rangers are to busy with revenue raising to be bothered
checking on dog owners and there dogs as is evident at any open public space on the northern beaches. Your regulations mean
nothing if not policed properly.
The beach must be vigilantly policed by rangers as bigger dogs out of control frightened the smaller breeds . It has to be enjoyable
for all dogs and their owners.
All around Australia this is just normal. It should be so here.
The usual suspects will shriek in horror at the thought of dogs on any stretch of beach. Indeed, no matter which area Council
selects, the same serial complainers will adjust their complaint to say "not here". It will go on for another 20 years if Council gets
sucked into this silly game. It has gone on long enough, and it is time for the trials, to demonstrate once and for all if the sky really
will fall in.
I think this is a great idea all along the beaches.
That end of the beach has no swimmers or sunbathers, only walkers
remove the time restriction, and follow central coast beaches.. 150m away from patrolled areas
we need more areas like this.
The spread of dangerous diseases, such as the recent Leptospirosis. This disease is easily transferred to humans.
Absolutely no dogs should be allowed on our beaches
They ruin the environment and serenity of the beach
Not everyone like having dogs jump on them,as it happens in cafes as well.
Keep dogs on a leash always
And never on our beaches
Dogs love the beach. As long as owners are responsible there should not be a problem.
Very much in favour of this.
Yes!
Im scared of dogs. When i was a child The area we lived in people kept there dogs off the leash and as a kid riding your bike you
would get chased quite regularly. The fear when I see an unleashed dog is still quite real .
Not unless there will be council rangers monitoring the pick up and removal of dog poo. Owners are frequently ignoring this and
leaving the poo behind.
About time! We also need this at Curl Curl!!
I find it appalling that Northern Beaches council don’t already let dogs on all our beaches.
Dog ownership is important to mental health, forming bonds in the community, and teaching children about life, death, and
caring for and raising another being, forming bonds in the community. They provide friendship, stability, routine, a reason to
exercise, a purpose to so many people, and promote healthy lifestyle (walking your dog aroynd the neighbourhood, in parks, on
tracks, on beaches etc.
It is a tiny minority with loud voices that are against anything dog-related. The majority of dogs are well behaved, because their
owners have trained them to be, and the owners clean up after them. The dogs are no more loud, messy or destructive or
dangerous than a lot of children.
Please dont squish dogs into tiny areas. This is a start, but more is needed.
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Safety. Dogs can be unpredictable. They also make mess that is not needed on the beach.
Pick a different beach.
dog attacks on people esp kids are way too common.
The dog owners will take all the parking places on Coronation Street that are currently installed and I presume meant for the
health site visitors I.e urgent care, visiting patients in renab/palliative and the community health centre. These spots are full most
days from 8.00 am - 5 pm ....where will they park now in the surrounded already crowded streets?? You need a
Decent designated car park just for this type of situation.
If it goes ahead the council must provide rangers ensuring the beach is free for non dog owners between 10-4 as they have failed
to check this most weekends over the past 10 years.!
Need an environment study to prove there will be no negative impact in the area. Also need to take risk factors for instance
people being knocked down with dogs running or any injury that maybe sustained such as broken bones/dog bites people or
other animals. Dogs are very hard to restrain in some circumstances. will council be including extra levies in dog registrations to
pay any compensation that is needed for personal injuries.
Beach is for wildkife and relaxation. To many little kids will be jumped upon by " friendly" dogs. Owners will walk the entire beach
to get a coffee. Who is going to check that they stay in the designated area. Beach will be taken over by dogs like the dog parks
have been. Dog parks are enough.
Who guarantee that rangers well check the area?
Allow longer hours in non daylight savings time to account for light, start it at 3pm
Dogs need to be walked and dicuslysrd.
May we please have a fenced off area for the small dogs. Thank you
Bayview gets so crowded, especially at high tide. It would be nice to have more options.
I do completely disagree with the idea of creating an off-leash dog area on the beach or even on leash for that matter. At the
moment the neighborhood has the biggest off-leash dog park just next to the beach, so I don't see the need to extend this further
and dedicate even more of the space just to dogs.
I am saying just to dogs as this would make the beach unusable for sunbathing for the following reasons:
* dogs will do their business on the sand and the water will not wash it away at certain spots where people usually lay down on
their towels. If the smell is anywhere near the smell of the dogpark, it would be unbearable to even sit down. I think it's very
unhygienic and I would invite you to lye down in dog pee every day in the summer
* these time windows will obviously not be respected. Rules are not respected at the moment as it is, with dogs free on the
beach and owners out surfing or on the beach but not looking after their dog. That's just 1 at a time, let alone more dogs! I don't
see any ranger coming in at 10AM and removing the remaining dogs, if the word goes out that the dog park also has beach
access, people will enter the beach at any point in day. It also means I can only go from around 11AM when the pee has dried up?
It's way too late in summer, people are on the beach earlier and later as well particularly with small kids.
* this is the main beach for many Mona Vale/Warriewood locals. Warriewood beach is quite the walk and usually full of algae,
flies/mozzies as it's close to the rocks as well as early shade, so that's not an option. It would mean we need to drive to a beach
instead, which would obviously devaluate our houses. Going to Mona Vale beach is not an option, it's way too crowded I'm not
comfortable there, particularly given COVID now and in the future
* beach access for dogs would be easier in Palm Beach without the steep steps and less residents actually use that strip for
sunbathing anyway.
It really silly this debate go on so long. It not complicated in other countries and also NSW. Council see which way wind is blowing
on this and wind blows in favour of sharing - this is what we do in Australia is share and not listen too much to loud one who says
beach is only for looking at, not using.
I would love to have a of leash beach area at the northern beaches. I welcome the chiisen Mona Vale proposal.
This is such a great opportunity for all dogs and there owners
More dog-friendly areas the better!
Yes that would be awesome! Why can’t we have dogs on the beach at the northern end of Long Reef beach?? Please consider
this. Many thanks.
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There should of course be beaches where dogs can run around.
Unleashed dogs make it impossible for other people to enjoy the area without being harassed. If this goes ahead then there must
be much better policing of other areas where dog owners break the rules and allow their dogs on the beach/park.
Open up the beaches where people don’t swim
Dogs don’t leave litter like humans and it’s ridiculous to not have them available to dogs
I believe it is an excellent idea to utilise a beach area that is under used especially at those times. There a great many dog owners
in this area.
This would be a great step forward. Mona Vale headland off leash area is very well patronised and utilising the adjacent beach
would be great for dog owners. Hard to see that any residents are negatively affected
the benefits of beach walking/swimming for dogs and owners are important. a restricted access, before 10 and after 4, seems
only fair.
As a dog owner our options are very limited. Beach options are particularly scarce. Given the number of dog owners in the
Northern Beaches we should be entitled to a share of the beach to enjoy with our animals. Thank you for the proposal & we hope
that there is enough support for the area
As a dog owner our options are very limited. Beach options are particularly scarce. Given the number of dog owners in the
Northern Beaches we should be entitled to a share of the beach to enjoy with our animals. Thank you for the proposal & we hope
that there is enough support for the area
As a dog owner our options are very limited. Beach options are particularly scarce. Given the number of dog owners in the
Northern Beaches we should be entitled to a share of the beach to enjoy with our animals. Thank you for the proposal & we hope
that there is enough support for the area
How will it be monitored and restricted to the marked areas, how many dogs won't be on leashes while heading to the beach
areas.
What will happen to marine life when dogs dig or pee on the sand?
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Dear Councillors,
Dogs on Peninsular Beaches
Let me first say that I am very cross that the debate over dogs on beaches has come up again. It seems that every few years, like a
dog returning to its vomit, the issue returns and is turned down. This is a huge waste of rates, ratepayer's and council's time. I
think it's fair to say that the majority do not want dogs on beaches and the minority will not accept this. Even most dog owners do
not think dogs should be on beaches.
There are a multitude of reasons why dogs should not be on Sydney beaches. Perhaps the main one is that for many, Australia's
and Sydney's beaches are the jewel in the crown of our environment. While Paris is rightly famous for dog shit on the streets, is
this what we want for the Peninsular? I've stood in it and I've seen others stand in it on a beach. It's an unforgettable experience
as it squeezes up between your toes.
A few weeks ago, an article appeared briefly in the Sydney Morning Herald about this and attracted a good number of comments.
The comments and approvals to the comments were overwhelmingly against this proposal. Give or take a few equivocal
comments, 631 don't want dogs on beaches and only 115 do.
There are many other reasons:
2. Our beaches below to all of us, not just dog owners. Dogs are allowed off-leash in parks to run around and to defecate. Owners
regularly fail to clean this up. People who want to avoid dog pooh will be unable to use beaches where there are dogs.
3. A lot of the population, especially children, are afraid of dogs. Dog owners fail to recognise this and allow their dogs to charge
at strangers without restraint. People who want to avoid dogs wil be unable to use these beaches.
4. According to the NSW government's Shark Smart website, people should not swim at beaches where there are dogs. People
who want to avoid shark attacks will be unable to use these beaches.
5. Allowing dogs on beaches prevents other beach users having full use of a beach.
6. Dogs urinate and defecate wherever they want, sometimes so quickly that even a vigilant owner can't do anything about it. I've
had a towel and a camera case (full) fouled by dogs.
7. In areas in Pittwater currently used by dogs such as Pooh Park in Bayview and Pooh terrace by the hospital, non-dog users have
to be constantly vigilant to avoid stepping in something hidden in the grass. Paraglider pilots on launch, instead of concentrating
on a safe launch, worry about stepping in something and fouling their gear as they lift their feet.
8. Unlike most humans, many dogs are bred to be threatening and violent. As ratepayers, do we really want to risk this liability
and the cost of insurance?
9. Many of us walk on beaches. Both Station beach and Mona Vale beaches are popular walks from end to end - from the carpark
to the rocks. Why should this change? Dogs have other places to run where people no longer walk.
10. There are over two dozen areas on the peninsular reserved and fouled by dogs. Isn't that enough?
1. Council rangers don't seem to patrol dog areas and non-dog beaches. In any case, it's a waste of money.
In the Sydney Morning Herald article referenced below, there is one chilling comment:
"The logical way forward is for all dog owners to form an action group and advise each sitting councillor unless dog beaches are
provided by the next council elections they will nominate a candidate for each seat on the basis the candidate will push and vote
for dog beaches. With the level of dog ownership on the beaches As a concerted group they would displace any sitting
councillors"
Of course this works both ways. People who do not own dogs also vote.
https://www.smh.com.au/national/fundamentally-unfair-dogs-of-war-unleashed-on-sydney-s-beaches-and-parks-20210520p57tmz.html#comments
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The comments are repeated below, sorted by “respect” for reference.
Savannah
There are too many dogs in Sydney. In the inner city areas of Potts Point and Darlinghurst, where there are multiple apartment
buildings, they are at epidemic levels, with some people owning 3 or 4 dogs. It is no longer possible to just enjoy a stroll through
the neighbourhood without tripping over dogs or walking through their messes! Our parks and beaches are for everyone and
everyone doesn't like dogs.
Respect 60
bondi
i’m a dog owner and am appalled at the amount of crap not cleaned up by the dog owner. the last thing I want is crap on the
beach. when a dog is registered, couldn’t this include a sample of the dog’s dna which could be used to identify and fine the
owner?
Respect 56
DeadlyAsthmaFromPetsinStrata
This is not just about selfish pet owners being given their way, while native animals, children, non pet owners (still the majority)
are trampled on. It is also a serious health issue for many of us. If a dog jumps up on my children they risk anaphylaxis. Already
the developer lobby has forced pets into Strata, so we will shortly have to move out, or suffer a huge increase in daily burden of
disease. It is unbelievable that those of us who have to live without pets, and whose very health and lives depend upon not being
with pets, are being ignored. Safety first! - I thought .
Respect 51
flyinggecko
Northern Beaches council is wasting rate payers money on another review of a ‚dogs on beaches‘ proposal. Like groundhog day,
these come around every two years, perpetuated by lobby groups like ‚barking mad‘. Each review comes back with the same
conclusion - the environmental and social impacts, let alone safety concerns are significant and prohibitive.
Off-leash dog-friendly beaches can work in areas that have low population density. In a high density urban environment like
Sydney it is not possible. Any dog beach would attract dog owners from across Sydney. There would be spill-over into adjoining
areas. Dog attacks would become a major risk. Our precious wildlife does not cope with off-leash dogs. We only recently had a
dog attacking a seal on our beaches. And sadly, a study at Manly Dam showed that 50% of dog owners don‘t pick up after their
dog. This would result in serious pollution of beaches and waves. But council already has all the previous studies and why would a
new general manager waste of our rates on another study?
Respect 49
Rusty
As a dog owner who loves off leash areas, the biggest problem is owners who have no effective control of their dogs off leash. I
think that unless there is more education and enforcement of how dog owners use these areas there is no point in having them.
Respect 43
seen it coming
All the time.
Respect 7
Tony LANE
Given the fact that many, if not most, dog owners are lax about cleaning up their dog's feces I wouldn't want to go to a beach
where canines have crapped. People with children are rightfully anxious about uncontrolled dogs bothering and occasionally
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attacking their kids. Allowing dogs off leash is an imposition on everyone else, it should be restricted to areas where the dog
owners pay to have the inevitable piles of turds removed.
Respect 38
JC
But unfortunately it only takes one of many offending dog owners to leave their dog's faeces as a crap landmine for an
unsuspecting stroller - on the beach that person, barefoot, will enjoy the pleasure of faeces covered toes.
Respect 31
Nicole
The Inner city has gone bananas. TOO MANY DOGS.
Respect 31
iainsurfer
Many dog owners do not control their dogs or clean up the mess they make. Worse still, while swimming at Ocean Beach recently
a marauding dog cocked its leg and urinated over our towels and clothing. Dogs should NEVER, EVER be allowed off-leash on any
public beach.
Respect 30
Peter West
Dogs are a huge issue around Eastern Sydney beaches and parks. God help you if you object to someone's darling mutt poking its
nose in your private parts or half knocking you down. And I hate people with a dog at one side of the footpath and them at the
other on a lead- a trap for older people's legs. We had to stop working out in the park because of dogs off the leash sniffing us,
walking around us, stomping on mats etc etc and barely a gruff "Sorry" from owners who adore their precious pets. Add don't
start me on dogs pooing barking and weeing where they want at Bronte or Bondi! A small "entitled" group of owners spoil it for
the rest.
Respect 29

Another Day
I wouldn’t have an issue if all dog owners were responsible, only yesterday I saw a middle aged man watch his dog defecate on
the Terrigal Oval and simply walk away whilst children were also playing in the area.
Respect 27
Amanda
I am a huge animal lover, but the problem is that so many owners don’t clean up after their animals. The front of my place is
always covered in dog crap! Our beaches will be too if it’s allowed.
Respect 24
jmc
Dogs are not the problem. Irresponsible owners that don't keep their dogs on leads and under control and don't pick up after
them are the problem. I see this every day.
Respect 23
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You said what?!
Hilarious how people think dogs create more issues than humans. It’s the owner that needs to addressed not the dog. And if we
take our dogs to the beach make sure you pick up the poop! I totally support no dogs allowed if the owners don’t Respect the
poop retrieval or control their pooch. This shouldn’t be hard, dogs are allowed everywhere in Europe. Catching the train to the
peaks in Switzerland with dogs was awesome, however Australians are a different breed and love to complain.
Respect 18
Mac2575
Exactly what I was going to write. Even at some on-leash beaches, off-leash dogs have bailed up myself and my on-lead Cavalier.
Usually those interactions have been friendly, but one occasion last Dec at the on-leash part of Callala Beach was quite frightening
when a 'friendly' off-leash German Shepherd approached, initially seemed nice and she turned on my Cav. Even though the owner
sprinted over and pulled her off my dog and apologised profusely (my dog was okay luckily), I do wonder how frequently this sort
of behaviour occurs at known on-leash beaches and off-leash ones.
Respect 14
Mike54
The longer I love in Australia the more I miss my home country in Europe.
Australia has become a timid, xenophobia country that willingly surrenders all civil liberties to those who promise to keep them
safe.
The very same people who now complain about a little dog poo on Palm Beach would travel the world, a world where almost all
beaches allow dogs. Now, that they are stuck home they let their anger out on dog loving neighbours. Such hypocrisy!
Respect 11
phnud
At least those people are wanting to get out and about with their dogs. It’s the people who get a dog and then go to work all day,
leaving the dog to bark ALL DAY outside. Councils are pretty toothless and the burden of proof is very high in order to take legal
action. People do not know how to train dogs properly anymore and, like with a lot of kids, they end up with dogs who don’t have
any boundaries.
Respect 17
vice-roi
I don't know why this is an issue. Most dogs I see out at parks and on the street are not leashed anyway. Dog owners don't care
about anyone else, but how is that different to any other SydneySiders attitude.
Respect 17
Panaitan
The sense of entitlement of dog owners is extraordinary. If you or your child had ever been hospitalised by an off-leash dog (like I
have) then your view would be quite different. Keep all dogs on leash in public spaces. People should be able to enjoy public
spaces without being subservient or fearful to the needs of dogs.
Respect 14
ChrisH
The fundamental problem here and in so many other places where dogs are allowed off-leash is that the sign says "dogs may be
exercised off leash provided they are under effective control" but this is effectively never patrolled nor properly defined nor
enforced in any way except when there is a really bad incident, at which time everyone throws up their arms in horror, but
nothing is done. Further, it says "all dog poop must be bagged and disposed of properly" but it's all too easy to miss a quickly
done event, and few proactively help by picking up when it's not their direct responsibility. Disclosure: dog owner.
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Respect 14
Tom Fool
Of course there needs to be greater access to beaches. The Sandy bay and Rowland Res options aren’t real beaches, they are tidal
often dirty little areas. A few sections of a proper surf beach should be easy to arrange. Middle of Curl Curl beach for example.
Respect 14
Ron August
And dog's can tell the difference?
Respect 10
patrick
All dog owners have access to all Australian beaches right now. They just need to leave their dogs at home. Do the right thing dog
owners and please Respect the beach.
Respect 12
OK Computer
I have a problem with this in that many dog owners do not adhere to even the current restrictions, so why reward them?
Respect 11
Maramanah
My tiny local park (eastern suburbs) is an off leash park. That's ok, its been so for a long time BUT the grassed area needs constant
council maintenance and re-turfing due to the dogs' use. Time for user-pays on this issue?
Respect 11
RAB73
We do. It's called council rates. They're also used for areas such as dog parks.
Respect 3
seen it coming
First dog registration should be around $200 with a pensioner discount. No discount however on any additional dog at $500 each
and the third an onwards needs to be $1,000.
Respect 2
Blue
In Kyeemagh, the dog off leash part of the beach was painfully negotiated. The council erected clear signage showing what is and
what is not the off-leash area. They wasted their time. Daily, there are dogs on the sand, in the water, in the swimming enclosure,
urinating on the the signage, as many out of the off-leash area as in it. Don't take a dog owner at their word.
Respect 10
Bossman
First world problems!
Respect 10
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seen it coming
Bought my second hand car 4 years ago for $3,000 and it's been great, cheap transport. Even drove it to Alice Springs and back.
Saw an ad on Facebook last night for puppies for $7,000 each. What is going on with the costs of dogs? All this smacks of
entitlement and privilege expectations.
Respect 10
RAB73
Isn't the idea that on some of these very long beaches, the councils should be making an area that is dedicated for dogs to be offleash. These areas are normally a fair distance from the main area of the beach with regular swimmers and/or families lying on
their towels.
The two types of users are not mingling together, which is what many people seem to be freaking out about here in these
comments.
If you don't like dogs, or have concerns, then don't walk a few hundred metres down one end of the beach that might be
designated as off-leash. And vice versa.
Is it really that hard people? I guess the way society has become these days then the answer is a resounding yes.
Respect 9
Redfox
I don't have a dog but I don't object to dogs on dedicated beaches . But I would like to see them kept out of street cafes . As usual
Rob Stokes is flip flopping on this issue as well . Does this Minister ever make a decision on anything .
Respect 9
Huntzy
Build more parks. As population density rises. Build more parks. That is the underlying problem.
Respect 9
Nick
Eastern suburbs blowins coming to the Nth Beaches peninsula
And then want their mutts to run around everywher
Respect 8
patrick
You can't blame a dog for being a dog. People are always the problem with this issue.
Respect 8
Mick
Basically there are 2 types of people in the world. Dog lovers and dog haters.
Getting them to agree on anything, good luck with that.
Respect 8
Mike54
Seems people always divide themselves into 2 camps. For everyone who loves something there is someone who hates it.
Perhaps it is simply a stupid human trait to spoil others enjoyment.
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Us and Them causes all the friction in the world but we will never learn.
Respect 2
JohnA
It's getting the dog off the bed that's the serious social issue across Sydney. Relationships have floundered, interventions have
come to nought, handbooks have been written in a futile attempt to explain to dogs that sharing means laying along the vertical
axis, not sprawling acrossways and snapping at gentle hands seeking to manouvre. And most especially, not to take advantage of
a wee in the night to put your hairy head onto some one else's pillow.
Respect 7
Milk bubbles
Yet another easy as Sunday morning article that allows middle class first world problems to emerge. Dogs are wonderful, they
bring joy to the world. The issue is once again another ‘Sydney’ problem. Panic about nothing. Get out of Sydney if you can.
Overcrowded, overpriced and overrated.
Respect 7
robs
"Everyone doesn't like dogs" I do. Don't you mean "not everyone likes dogs" ?
Respect 8
Rusty
It's not just the "picking up" being an issue; some dogs are like walking fire hoses and have a seemingly endless supply of urine to
dispense. Sure, it is the natural thing for dogs to leave their trails everywhere, but with no control of where the dog goes,
problems may arise.
Respect 6
RAB73
"Our parks and beaches are for everyone", as you said. You're exactly right. That includes areas for people with dogs, and other
areas (much larger areas), where people with dogs are not allowed, off-leash or on leash. So...everyone is happy. Of course life is
never that simple.
We pay council rates...maybe some of that should be used for council rangers to be patrolling these areas.
Respect 4
Mel
Simple solution here people, just refer to Government Shark Smart website. Don’t swim with pets therefore probably to
dangerous and a liability factor for councils to let dogs swim on our beaches.
Bad luck for the dog owners.
Respect 2
David Newham
The logical way forward is for all dog owners to form an action group and advise each sitting councillor unless dog beaches are
provided by the next council elections they will nominate a candidate for each seat on the basis the candidate will push and vote
for dog beaches.
With the level of dog ownership on the beaches As a concerted group they would displace any sitting councillors
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Respect 2
patrick
David Newman's article confirms the problem we have. Focussed on dogs and not protecting our precious beaches.
Respect 5

its impossible to manage. this will be open to every dog in sydney, which is 10's of thousands. the few dog owners that do this
anyway don't get managed & it will be impossible to manage dogs on mass & to keep within the boundaries
Wonderful initiative by NBC and great recognition of the importance to pets to the health and welfare of the district. Thank you!!
People won’t clean up dog poo they have bayview dog park if they want to swim.
Yes absolutely. It is not close to residents or the patroled area. Mona vale beach is huge. It is close to the dog park and only a
small portion of the beach. Please my kids, husband and 2 cavoodles would love it.
My family live in Avalon and we have 2 little cavoodle dogs. We strongly agree and support the proposal for Mona Vale Beach and
think it would be an ideal place to take our dogs so they can run off-leash along this desiginated section of the beach. This area of
Mona Vale Beach is perfect for an off-leash area.
When we go to stay down the South Coast we always take our dogs with us, because most of the beaches have off-leash areas
with specific times when you can take your dogs. The family love taking them to the beach and walking along with them, and the
dogs have a ball.
With most households owning dogs in the Pittwater area, we urgently need more areas (not just Bayview which is overcrowded!)
for our dogs to roam free along the sand and in the water. Most dog owners are extremely responsible and pick-up after their
dogs. It would be ideal to have small bags and bins available at the entrance of this area, similar to the small dog park in Central
Rd, Avalon Beach.
I think it is only a small minority of people against this proposal, with a large majority of people in favour of this specific proposal.
I definitely feel that a 12 month trial period is a fantastic idea, with a view to making it permanent.
It shouldn't be exhibited for comment until an environmental assessment is done.
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This is a long time coming and just the beginning of improved conditions for dogs on the northern beaches. Thank you, please
make this happen
I often go walking with my daughter at cooks terrace, and I’m amazed at how many dog owners clean up their dogs poo. This will
be the same case on the beach when we like to walk in bare feet.
We recently were at blueys beach at pacific palms where they have a dog on leads policy in the morning on the beach. Nearly 80%
of the dog owners ignore the policy and there was dog poo everywhere not to mention having to protect my 2 yr old from dogs
jumping up on her.
The Northern Beaches greatest natural asset is the line of beaches stretching from Manly to Palm Beach.
The value of this asset is in the pristine beauty and overall cleanliness of the individual beaches enhanced by the care and
attention of Council and residents.
The introduction of dogs onto beaches would be detrimental to the overall health of our beaches for several reasons not least
their propensity to leave their droppings during their free play.
My observations of dogs currently brought onto beaches in contravention of Council regulations indicate that any seabirds, the
natural inhabitants of the beaches are chased and scattered by the actions of these animals. This is clearly unacceptable.
To those who would suggest that children also chase seabirds my response would be that while this is true, children can be taught
to respect seabirds in their habitat while dogs being natural predators revert to their natural instincts.
The presence of numbers of dogs at one time invariably results in a feverish riot of barking animals excited by each other and the
noise and crash of the surf and barely if at all controllable.
This situation is presently unacceptable and if unlimited access was permitted would result in mayhem.
The animals especially in numbers may in fact prove to be a danger to children and the elderly enjoying what is now a relatively
safe walk or run along the beach.
Additionally the times suggested [from 4pm to 10am] not ‘off-peak’ as many beach-goers enjoy pre and post work beach
recreation and swimming at these times and due to the need for heightened alertness would be adversely affected by packs of
unleashed dogs
Turning to the comments from some of the pro-dog lobby:
One correspondent contributing to a local newspaper offered – “...most people will go where the flags are…’ ‘…taking [her dogs]
to the beach is her happy place’ and ‘…going down to the beach with my dogs makes my day’
Clearly this person has missed all those people who regularly walk the beaches from end to end and may have no qualms about
taking dogs to the beach in contravention of Council regulations.
Another correspondent plays with the maths by stating that at the proposed 700 metres total length of the two zones
‘…represents just three percent of the coastline from Warriewood to Barrenjoey.’
This may be so but we are examining only two beaches and in Mona Vale’s case the important point is that 300 metres of Mona
Vale’s beach represents 30% of the total beach.
For all of these reasons I consider that the existing no dogs on beaches regulation should remain.
Gordon Kinlay 04/06/2021
I feel this section of the very long beach at Mona Vale is under-utilised and the beach is so vast it can certainly accommodate off
leash dogs.
I have no problem with that at all, I feel it’s inclusive of dog owners in the area and of course dogs. Very good idea. Will bring
money to the area also, you need to set up a coffee van at Mona Vale dog park, you could be making a lot of extra money.
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It is an appropriate area for the following reasons:
1. Proximity to the existing off leash area on the headland which is very popular and well used by dog owners
2. The proposed location is a long way from the basin and flag area of mona vale beach to the north where people swim and will
not interfere with swimmers and sunbakers.
3. There are no residences adjoining this part of MV beach as the cliff is there.
There are not enough places for dogs to swim. This beach is directly below an existing dog park. It is not used by the general
public much and it's only one small part of the vast ocean coastline on the Northern Beaches.
Pls pls pls let us have some free run time on the beach 🙏🙏🙏
Please allow humans who love the beach to enjoy it with their beloved dog. It is healthy physically and mentally. People get
exercise and relaxation by taking their dog for a walk, it is not just for dogs!
24/7 accessible
I object to this proposed trial
1. An environmental assessment of the risks to flora and fauna should have preceded inviting comment on the trial.
2. Council cannot now properly control off leash dogs in other areas. Careel Bay is an example, once an important feeding area for
migratory waders, but where dogs are often seen on the beach north of Etival Street. Phone calls to council asking for Rangers to
attend are not attended to. Ranger enforcement of area boundaries and times of use will not be possible.
3. Dogs do not need to swim to be healthy.
4. Unleashed dogs here may deprive beach goers of the use of this part of the beach.
Having pets is Clinically proven to reduce stress and depression and responsible dog ownership means that we as owners need to
provide our pets with ample exercise and variety. In order to have a happy and healthy community, we must support dog
ownership and provide the facilities for those dogs to be exercised. As a ratepayer, I want to run my dog on the beach which is my
favourite place to be for my mental health.
Thank you !! Make it happen ... a closer healthy community for all 💛🙌🐶
Excellent place for an off-leash dog area
As a dog owner our options are very limited. Beach options are particularly scarce. Given the number of dog owners in the
Northern Beaches we should be entitled to a share of the beach to enjoy with our animals.
It’s about bloody time you started to listen to the community. We want this. We NEED this.
I’m tired of driving 25-30 minutes each way so my dogs can spend 10 minutes running along the frickin sand, followed by 5
minutes in the ocean.
I resent the fact that all pet owners are deemed irresponsible and the fact our pets keep us stress free, happy and healthy is
completely dismissed. It’s 3% of our coastline at very limited times. How hard can it be??
This has become a mental health issue. The people who own dogs have them for companionship, to help them stay active, to
appreciate the basic things in life and help them to not become victims of stress, considering everything going on in the world
right now. Dog owners are selfless people who relish in their dog's joy of swimming, chasing waves, running in the sand. As Eastcoast Aussies - we know there's no better tonic than the sea. We're from here, have travelled elsewhere, but settled here, bought
our house here and are bringing up our children here. Not being able to have our dogs on the beach is our only issue with this
area and our main reason for holidaying up the coast, and toying with the notion of moving there someday. Please let us as NB
business owners, home owners, rate payers, school goers, dog owners, live a life that isn't restricted, but fills our hearts with joy
and keeps our minds sane.
With good access to poo bags most dog owners are very responsible. Totally support off leash beach access.
I would like to see this extended to the next access track (through to the golf course path) to the north
This would be a wonderful idea as it is away from the general public in this area. I fully support it
There are definitely not enough options for off leash dog parks on the NB and even more so re swimming which my dog loves.
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Council does not have the resources to continually monitor this area!!!
Having dogs off leads poses a serious threat to native wildlife that inhabit the area.
Off leash dogs are unable to be controlled and subsequently cause disruption to residents using the beach. The proposed area
would certainly discourage members of the public from using this section of beach and thereby make it an exclusive use area to a
minority of local residents who live nearby and who own a dog OR a select few dog owners that are willing to travel to exercise
their pet.
Dear Council, there are a lot of lonely people out there, a lot. Their pets and yes mainly dogs are their family and mean the whole world to them.
They, including me want to provide great experiences for their dogs. Good exercise on the beach also provides good exercise for us humans.
We on the northern beaches are getting more crammed in and being by the water and open space is great for metal health.
Don't let the minority rule, as really we are not asking for much.
We all have our fingers and toes crossed for a positive outcome.
Thank you.

Northern beaches dog owners and dogs need more off leash areas. The small percentage of beach proposed will add a huge
amount of enjoyment to local families.
we need more areas for both dogs and owners to enjoy together. this is a super quiet area if the beach and would be ideal
Companion animal owners need to have areas where they can take their pets because more often than not, they are family
members in the eyes of the ‘owners’.
However, owners must be held accountable for any waste such as plastic waste bags being left in sensitive areas. And, to ensure
their dogs do not terrorise native wildlife.
1080 baits need to be replaced urgently with immunocontraceptive strategies to bring Council values into the realm of humane
management of animals deemed to be a problem.
The NB council needs to bring their off leash dog parks in alignment with other council areas who have a higher number of parks
and less dogs.
Perfect idea. Responsible dog owners would appreciate the area without any impact upon the beach.
My children love Mona Vale beach, but a bit anxious around dogs. I can imagine dogs running up the beach if unrestrained.
There should be no limits on time, this part of the beach is never crowded, especially in the cooler months where it is almost
always empty, why shouldn’t we be able to walk our dogs there in the warmest part of the day?
Pittwater Unleashed have been seen in the media on tv; motivating a number of dog lobby groups to partake in this
process....which is not fair, nor a true representation of the community.
Other comments such as those printed in the SMH are largely against dogs on the beaches. Yes, it's only a small percentage of the
coastline....to begin with!
Why release this process pre any environmental study conclusions? Why are both locations in Pittwater....what other locations
have been considered, tested? Bayview, along with 27 neighbouring locations should not be ignored as viable and working
solutions.
Dog owners should only be penalised if they don't pick up their dog's business. When dogs are monitored properly they pose very
little harm.
It’s such as all area..
Rachel’s should be for everyone including dogs.
Dogs should not be allowed on our beaches. There are plenty of other locations of designated dog exerts area which enable
swimming. Patrolled beaches are for people.
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I think this is a great idea and should be implimented. I am sure your records show more and more families in the Northern
beaches area have adopted dogs.
The dog off lease area at Rowland Park is getting very crowded and I believe that allowing them some free time to experience the
beach is not only good for the wellbeing of the animals but also great therapy for their owners.
I should say I would also support rangers producing fines for owners if they are seen not cleaning up after their dog. Hopefully
people will do the right thing and this won't be necessary.
Please impliment the trial
I think this is a great idea and should be implimented. I am sure your records show more and more families in the Northern beaches area have
adopted dogs.
The dog off lease area at Rowland Park is getting very crowded and I believe that allowing them some free time to experience the beach is not
only good for the wellbeing of the animals but also great therapy for their owners.
I should say I would also support rangers producing fines for owners if they are seen not cleaning up after their dog. Hopefully people will do the
right thing and this won't be necessary.
Please impliment the trial

Surf beaches in densely populated areas such as Mona Vale are NOT compatible with large number of dogs off1 leash.
I do not support dogs on beaches for the following major points;
1/ Safety for families using the beach will be seriously compromised .
2/ environmentally unsustainable, Dogs defecating on sand and water. Also wildlife at risk
3/ Boundaries and time controls impossible to enforce as demonstrated at Station Beach trial.
I dont understand why dogs are to be allowed at times when wildlife, especially birds would be most active. I would support this
proposal if dogs were allowed during daylight, and particularly not dawn/dusk. And as long as the dogs were kept off the dunes at
all times
I am a dog owner but feel that people will not pick up their dog poo from the area and it will end up in the sea. They're are
enough dog exercise areas already including water access. These areas are already littered with dog poo, why would the beach
areas be any different?
there is a great demand for this type of exercise area for dog owners everywhere.
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I am STRONGLY against this trial.
There are a multitude of reasons making his area unsuitable including:
*The area is extremely inaccessible for council rangers to monitor correct use of the area at the correct times.
*The area is inaccessible to get transport in to empty dog bins. Owners may be reluctant to then carry their dog waste bag up all
the steps.
*No other areas were considered with community consultation. There are plenty of more suitable, accessible locations which in
fairness to Mona Vale residents should be considered.
*There is already an area on the grass above, that is very suitable and has none of the drawbacks of the proposed location at
Mona Vale Beach. It does not make sense to have another area so close. There are also plenty of other areas including where
dogs can swim nearby.
*Should a dog attack someone here it is inaccessible for medical treatment.
*This is a peaceful area for wildlife, dogs will disturb this.
*There is already a swimming area at Bayview within a few minutes’ drive. This is more suitable and has none of the drawbacks
mentioned above including that people are less likely to swim here, the water is calm allowing owners to pick up their mess, dog
bins are close by, it is accessible for emptying dog bins, can be easily monitored by rangers and accessed in an emergency.
*Given that people already blatantly flout the rules and take their dogs on this beach now how will council monitor correct
behaviour and that dog owners are picking up after their dogs given the inaccessibility of the area.
*I do not wish to walk along the sea front avoiding dog faeces. If dogs go to the toilet near the water’s edge the water is quite
wavey here increasing the likelihood owners will not risk getting wet to pick up their dog’s mess therefore increasing the risk it
will be left to pollute the ocean effecting both people and wildlife.
*The proposed area adjoins Mona Vale North, with nothing to stop the dogs running out of the proposed area. It is a large area of
beach increasing the likelihood owners will not follow their dogs to pick up their mess.
*I play here with my children and have had a dog, that is illegally on the beach, come and urinate on my son’s sandcastle and the
owner just shrugged. There is difficulty in rangers responding to dog owners breaking the rules by being there because of its
inaccessibility.
Access to surf beach would be excellent alternative to Rowland.
Once again 100% support and think we should have more of flesh dog areas like other councils
I support and welcome the opportunity to benefit from beach access with my dog on Mona Vale beach. In general, people who
use the adjacent dog park are very responsible with their animals and I feel that they will apply the same sense of duty and care
while exercising their dogs on the beach.
I do believe that the proposed hours are not in line with what would suit most dog owners. Due to family commitments, I am
someone who usually only exercises my animals during school hours (9am-3pm) on weekdays, by myself, and from 9am-5pm on
weekends, with other family members. It is not convenient, and potentially unsafe at certain times of the year with low light, to
only get to use it early in the morning or very late in the day/evening. I would welcome a rethink about the times, keeping
convenience and safety in mind.
Thank you.
Under no circumstances should this proposal have gone out for community consultation prior to the necessary environmental
reports being completed and made available to the community. How can the community make informed comments on the
proposal without being provided with all the relevant information? The community must be consulted again when the reports
are available. This is a repeat of the flawed process that Council followed with the Station Beach proposal.
I object to local reporting of this issue being "divisive". This is not what I hear at all. Based on all the online discussion I see,
together with the feeling I get talking to others, the only reason this issue is in any way controversial is because the current
Council rules do not reflect what the majority would like. When the community senses the rules have been set to suit a very small
minority who do not favour the idea of sharing, this is where the imbalance can lead to anger, especially when it takes so long to
sort out. It is also insulting to have this small minority preaching that to walk a dog on the beach is an assault on the environment.
Anyone saying such things is not being reasonable. Sadly, there are a few of these unreasonable types now calling Avalon home,
and they are destroying the casual feel of the place with all their rules.
This is just the perfect location coming off the dog park and no nearby housing no reasonable person could possibly have a
credible objection to this site!
Most beaches should have an area for owners to bring their pets.
It is very important to let dogs have fun. The dog's joy is my joy, and I don't even own one.
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Extend off leash times to 2pm 11am. Will attract more usage spread over longer time frame. Also, will promote more local
business as people will come from out of area and include lunch in visit.
Can we also please consider north Longreef or Dee why(the palls) Please please pleeeaaase
we absolutely looove spending time at the beach it would be truly life changing for us.
Thank you and I hope you can see this as possibility in the nearest future.
Kind Regards
Magdalena and Charlie

Me and my dog. Harlow

Good to see more dog beach been proposed, finally! Such a nice & considerate approach to our fluffy friends and swimmers
Yes let’s get on with it
The Northern Beaches Council have ignored State Government 'Simply Monitoring Strategies' historically, and more importantly
as part of this process. A key recommendation being active Rangers, and the counts pertaining to offences relating to dogs and
their owners Etc. Etc; not limited dogs on beaches.
See attached link, document...re. environmental issues.
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research%20and%20publications/publications%20search/protecting-wildlife-fromdomestic-dogs
Our beautiful surf beaches should be for swimmers surfers walkers and lovers of beaches NOT used as dog parks. Sunrise and
sunset users of the beach should not have to put up with dogs. Dog owners will start to ignore the times allowed and sneak dogs
down all day. At low tide it is a beautiful sand walk around to Warriewood and unleashed dogs will not be controlled. Trialling this
beach is a big mistake because even more dog owners will be emboldened to use all beaches illegally. The militancy and lobbying
of dog owners should not influence council to abrogate its duty of care to all other people or the environment.
- Attract additional traffic congestion to area with already strained residential street access
- Parking already at maximum usage.
- Impact to residents of increased traffic flow, parking.
- Increased risk of over use, erosion and threat to local sustainability and ecosystems
- Welfare and psychological impacts to residents and their visitors afraid of dogs.
- Restricts freedoms of non-dog owner residents and visitors.
Much needed!
As a responsible dog owner this is an amazing opportunity for our dogs to have access to the beach. There would need to be very
clear signage about the rules , especially picking up after your dog , which goes without saying there would need to be more
rubbish bins along this proposed area. At the very least it should be given a trial. Our dogs want to enjoy our beautiful northern
beaches too !!
The permitted timeframe is too narrow. Can it be expanded?
Why has this taken 2 years
The beach is adjacent to the existing dog park, not busy with beach goers and away from houses from a noise perspective. An
ideal place for dogs and dogs owners to enjoy sand and surf!
Placement of off leash area makes sense as it aligns with the dog park above. you can walk down from the grass area onto the
beach
Brilliant idea would be welcomed loved and respected by dog owners on the northern beaches
Please consider sections on our beaches, Off Leash, On Leash & no dogs. Clearly defined systems work well in other councils. Give
responsible dog owners a chance. We would like to see ON LEASH sections too please. If we have options dog owners will comply.
When they have no options responsible dog owners are shut out on spending time with their companions on the beach, missing
out on a free and accessible mental health retreat. Thank you for Rowland Reserve but there are many timid dogs who find this
confronting, on leash beach access would be welcome also.
All beaches should be kept dog free and available for people to use without fear of being attacked by dogs, harassed by dog
owners or having to deal with dog shit everywhere. Already many dog owners take their dogs onto beaches such action usually
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ignored by council rangers. Give dog owners one beach and they will want more and more until dogs are on all beaches from
Palm Beach to Manly. People before dogs.
We need to move w the times and offer this option!
Councils should not give preference to minorities who complain the loudest by not allowing reasonable responsible dog loving
residents a small unused section of beach. This permission is not simply to give dogs a good time, but it is for the health &
happiness of the dog owner!
The Mona Vale Beach (south) off leash area will provide a much needed service for residents and their pets, expands the severely
restricted dog off leash areas currently available, and improves animal welfare. The provision of an off leash area for dogs for
Mona Vale Beach (south) is removed from populated areas and would have no meaningful environmental impact. The provision
of an off leash area for dogs for Mona Vale Beach (south) in no way compromises or impinges on the significant expanse and
recreation areas currently available to residents and visitors to the northern peninsula, or their quiet enjoyment of amenities.
It would be amazing to have dog access that end of the beach at Mona Vale. There are hardly anyone there swimming and in
summer the dogs would love to have run along that sand happily.
We need to introduce some low impact locations that do allow dog lovers to enjoy their beaches with the pets. This is a quiet area
with very low foot traffic at the moment , well thought out at a location already use by dog owners
Time needs to change to protect nocturnal wild life in the back dune areas. Maybe 4pm to sunset and sunrise to 10am would be a
good compromise.
Responsible pet owners should not be punished due to irresponsible pet owners. We clean rubbish off the beach which is more
harmful than a missed faeces. Everyone can gain a drivers license yet there are clearly people that should not be on the roads!
Police the beach for litterers whilst checking pet & owner behaviour on our beaches. Fine the litterers on the spot & stop
harassing responsible pet owners please!
All our beaches should be kept:
1. clean;
2. safe; and
3. shared by the community.
Dog areas are none of these three things. They are definitely not shared spaces.
Not one single local should lose their favourite beach to a special interest group.
The proposal has significant negative impacts on wildlife and environment. These should be clearly investigated and outlined in
any proposal before asking for comment. Environmental considerations alone should make north Palm Beach the last choice of
any of our beaches for an off-leash dog area.
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Where is the Environmental Impact Study?
Why has a self interest group been able to access these documents before the public? Said self interest group are unelected.
My other points are : “Increased traffic and restricted access to Mona Vale Hospital”: increased numbers of dog owners driving to exercise their
dogs on Mona Vale (South) closest beach to main access Mona vale road, will worsen the already congested traffic and demand for parking
spaces, not ignoring public holidays and summer holidays.
“Hydrology, water quality and sediments”: concern about fouling of the water from dog urine and faeces, resulting in poor water quality and an
unpleasant swimming environment for people.
“Terrestrial biodiversity”: off leash dogs can disturb wildlife, such as migratory birds, by chasing them and disrupting them nesting and feeding on
beaches. Plus seals and penguins don't know about dogs so they come ashore and get attacked by offleash dogs. I have seen many offleash dogs
on long reef and I know that not all dog owners are reckless but once a dog is in prey mode they are not able to be controlled.
Nothing to stop “Migration to Mona Vale Beach (North) over time”: little stopping unleashed dogs running up to Mona Vale (North), over time.
Unleashed dogs are currently seen sporadically throughout most days from ‘mid’ to ‘south’ Mona Vale Beach…ignoring current policy apparently
as ratepayers it is their right to have their dog anywhere at any time. Also dogs cant read signs so how will this go when they are let off leash to
run to beach on the stairs and through the dunes?.
“Impact on evening beach walkers, runners, swimmers etc.”; after work/school walks will be restricted, as many, especially young children are
anxious when within close proximity of dogs, especially unleased dogs. But according to some people that is their problem and they should get
help . Despite this the beach is there for people to use. Dogs are only pets and should be considered -after wildlife that lives there . Dogs have
homes to go back to but what happens to the animals that live there and are frightened by the dogs? Where do they go?
“Socio-economic”: the amenity of theses beaches are valued, particularly the pristine beach and the unique view of the sunrise and sunset. A key
concern is the change of use from a low-key, pristine informal recreation beach to a ‘dog beach’ that will alter the character and use of the beach.
People who don’t like dogs or don’t want to share the beach with a large number of dogs will be excluded from the beach in the late afternoons
and mornings when many people like to use the beach to avoid the midday sun. Families with children, walkers, bathers, tourists and fishers will
be most affected by off leash dogs. Some people who don’t own dogs are fearful of confrontations with dog owners who don’t follow the rules.
How will “Waste management” work : dog faeces would be left on the beach, or dog waste bags not properly disposed of in bins. How will the
bins be cleared and what about tides so not always accessible. I have seen dog poo bags floating in the Pittwater, Middle and Deep Creek, and
Narrabeen Lagoon now it will be floating in the ocean. These may well be ingested by the marine creatures that use the ocean. there is enough
crap in the ocean.
Another "Noise”: local residents, tourist, surfers, swimmers and bathers will be affected by dogs barking when they are let off leash. It is already
so busy at the headland with the people trying to take off and land alongside the offleash dogs.
“Safety of visitors to the beach from dogs”. How will you keep me safe? Other beach users, particularly families with children, the elderly, local
residents, walkers and joggers, are at risk from harassment and unprovoked attacks by off leash dogs particularly in the late afternoons and
mornings when they like to use the beach. Many beach users fear that dog owners will not be able to control their unleashed dogs. I had a man
ask me to call off my dogs that were chasing him as he ran along Narrabeen Beaches . Owner of dog nowhere in sight dogs off leash and were not
mine. He scared me by coming up behind me and grabbing my shoulders he was terrified. Not everyone is comfortable around unleashed or
leashed dogs.
“Visual impact of regulatory signs.” They will need to be large because as we know dogs can't read and owners may not be interested in following
the rules because they are rate payers. “Public health” concerns from dog urine and faecal contamination, particularly from playing in sand, and
walking on sand, and in the water. How will the NB Council monitor water quality as these poos will not break down but the bacteria will enter the
waterways and contaminate the water at both Mona Vale and Warriewood beaches. Their are cases of bacterial infections from contaminated
sand and water and these include flesh eating diseases as well as straight out vomiting
“Impact of dogs and visitors on the structural integrity and stability of the beach.” The entry is steep and one can presume that off leash dgs will
run down and often will take a short cut through the dunes how will this be policed and remedied? who will monitor safety on those stairs?
“ Migration to other beaches across the Northern Beaches”; any new policies will be a basis for policy expansion across other beaches this is a
push by one self interest group to push for entry of off leash dogs everywhere. It is a concern that they have been consulted on the council
documents before the public. They are not an environmental group they do not have any interest in the environment and are often commenting
that dogs should be allowed in wildlife corridors
“Marine biodiversity”: A dog swimming area at or Mona Vale Beach (South) is contrary to Commonwealth, State and Northern Beaches Council
legislation and policies. I.e. protection of Habitat for marine species, particularly those endangered.
The pair of nankeen kestrels that used to live up at cook terrace are no longer sighted since it became an off leash dog park the fence was
installed and their tree removed. so much for environmental qualities.
I like to take photographs i do not like to be approached by off leash dogs. this beach is the closest to my home I dont want the disturbance to the
serenity on that beach.
Do dog owners realise that the kelp that washes ashore can contain sea snakes don't blame a sea snake if a dog gets bitten. Also sharks are in the
area - I saw two when I was on turrimetta headland they were pacing a person in a kayak.
Attached pic Dog off leash at long reef biting a seal

dogs should not be polluting our beaches
people don't pick up after their dogs
owners cant control their dogs
NBC does not enforce the rules
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I am strongly opposed to this proposal for a number of reasons:
1. The proposed area is the main swimming part of South Mona Vale beach.
2. This is a well-used part of the beach at all times of the day, especially early morning.
3. There are many access points onto the beach from the well-used pathway between the golf course, the beach and the
headland reserve. These are well patronised by both locals and tourists and the inclusion of dog beach-access will be a negative
experience for those enjoying the much-publicized Coastal Walk experience.
4. In my observation the dog-owners I have encountered in the past have not been at all considerate of other beach users with
regards to the noise levels and movement of their dogs and how these impact on other beach users as well as their own attitudes
towards others. (they really couldn't care-less to put it bluntly!) Of course, there are some dog-owners who are considerate but
they seem to be in the minority.
5. The above point also includes the vexed issue of owners picking up their dogs' poo and disposing of it in a thoughtful manner.
6. The ideal of an ocean swim for dogs I feel is fanciful and tenuous, especially as the whole of Mona Vale Beach is well
patronised.
7. The considerable off-leash area directly above the beach on the headland reserve is extensive and available at any time of day.
8. Rowland Reserve at Bayview is already available for water activities.
I do not support the use of any part of Mona Vale Beach for off-leash dog activities.
Concerned about dog diseases, and urine and poo at the beach unnecessarily.
No, because of the environment and safety compromises on my family. Also do not wish for added traffic congestion and lack of
parking. Dogs are well catered for, unleashed dogs on the beaches is not the solution for excessive dog numbers.
Great location for dogs
We need another off leash area for southern northern beaches such as a zone in middle of north curl curl or long reef.
Please trial a similar concept here.
The only change would be to extend the times that dogs can be walked, particularly in Winter months. Although perhaps that
could be done after the trial period.
I don’t have a dog but think it is vital to allow families with dogs access to walk on the beaches at certain times of the day.
Need a leash free beach section at long reef and /or curl curl too.
People and their pets need an area where they can swim and enjoy the clean heathy waves at the beach, rather than the polluted
areas allowed for dogs to swim.
Signs recommend people don’t swim in curl curl or queenscliff, yet council allow dogs in these areas which potentially cause
cancer.
For such a dog loving community we are so restricted in where we can go, this would be an incredible step forward
Given the success the Central Coast has managed to have by providing significant access for dogs to beaches, it's about time
Greater Sydney did the same and recognised that this can be managed successfully without impact to either people or the
environment. This proposal should be applauded and i look forward to participating as one of the many families who share their
lives with not only other humans, but dogs as well.
Appropriate to have an off leash area near water adjacent to the off leash area near the headland. Would provide more options in
northern section of Northern Beaches which is currently limited to Bayview.
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Where is the Environmental Impact Study?
“Safety of visitors to the beach from dogs”. How will you keep me safe? Other beach users, particularly families with children, the elderly, local
residents, walkers and runners, are at risk from harassment and unprovoked attacks by off leash dogs particularly in the late afternoons and
mornings when they like to use the beach. I know that some dog owners especially children will not be able to control their unleashed dogs.
“Marine biodiversity”: A dog swimming area at or Mona Vale Beach (South) is contrary to Commonwealth, State and Northern Beaches Council
legislation and policies. I.e. protection of Habitat for marine species, particularly those endangered.
Why has a self interest group been able to access these documents before the public? Said self interest group are unelected.
My other points are : “Increased traffic and restricted access to Mona Vale Hospital”: increased numbers of dog owners driving to exercise their
dogs on Mona Vale (South) closest beach to main access Mona vale road, will worsen the already congested traffic and demand for parking
spaces, not ignoring public holidays and summer holidays.
“Hydrology, water quality and sediments”: concern about fouling of the water from dog urine and faeces, resulting in poor water quality and an
unpleasant swimming environment for people.
“Terrestrial biodiversity”: off leash dogs can disturb wildlife, such as migratory birds, by chasing them and disrupting them nesting and feeding on
beaches. Plus seals and penguins don't know about dogs so they come ashore and get attacked by off-leash dogs.
I have seen many off-leash dogs on long reef and I know that not all dog owners are reckless but once a dog is in prey mode they are not able to
be controlled.
Nothing to stop “Migration to Mona Vale Beach (North) over time”: little stopping unleashed dogs running up to Mona Vale (North), over time.
Unleashed dogs are currently seen sporadically throughout most days from ‘mid’ to ‘south’ Mona Vale Beach…ignoring current policy apparently
as ratepayers it is their right to have their dog anywhere at any time. Also dogs can’t read signs so how will this go when they are let off leash to
run to beach on the stairs and through the dunes?.
“Impact on evening beach walkers, runners, swimmers etc.”; after work/school walks will be restricted, as many, especially young children are
anxious when within close proximity of dogs, especially unleashed dogs. But according to some people that is their problem and they should get
help . Despite this the beach is there for people to use. Dogs are only pets and their needs should be considered only after considering the
wildlife that lives in the corridor . Dogs have homes to go back to but what happens to the animals that live there and are frightened by the dogs?
Where do they go?
“Socio-economic”: the amenity of theses beaches are valued, particularly the pristine beach and the unique view of the sunrise and sunset. A key
concern is the change of use from a low-key, pristine informal recreation beach to a ‘dog beach’ that will alter the character and use of the beach.
People who don’t like dogs or don’t want to share the beach with a large number of dogs will be excluded from the beach in the late afternoons
and mornings when many people like to use the beach to avoid the midday sun. Families with children, runners like me , walkers, bathers, tourists
and fishers will be most affected by off leash dogs.
Some people who don’t own dogs are fearful of confrontations with dog owners who don’t follow the rules. I have experienced such people
telling me they think i should go elsewhere
How will “Waste management” work : dog faeces would be left on the beach, or dog waste bags not properly disposed of in bins. How will the
bins be cleared and what about tides so not always accessible. I have seen dog poo bags floating in the Pittwater, Middle and Deep Creek, and
Narrabeen Lagoon now it will be floating in the ocean. These may well be ingested by the marine creatures that use the ocean. there is enough
crap in the ocean.
Another "Noise”: local residents, tourist, surfers, swimmers and bathers will be affected by dogs barking when they are let off leash. It is already
so busy at the headland with the people trying to take off and land alongside the offleash dogs.
Visual impact of regulatory signs.” They will need to be large because as we know dogs can't read and owners may not be interested in following
the rules because they are rate payers. “Public health” concerns from dog urine and faecal contamination, particularly from playing in sand, and
walking on sand, and in the water. How will the NB Council monitor water quality as these poos will not break down but the bacteria will enter the
waterways and contaminate the water at both Mona Vale and Warriewood beaches. Their are many cases of bacterial infections from
contaminated sand and water and these include flesh eating diseases as well as straight out vomiting The water is reinfected by bacteria each
time the sand washes out. imagine this mess.
“Impact of dogs and visitors on the structural integrity and stability of the beach.” The entry is steep and one can presume that off leash dogs will
run down and often will take a short cut through the dunes how will this be policed and remedied? who will monitor safety on those stairs?
“ Migration to other beaches across the Northern Beaches”; any new policies will be a basis for policy expansion across other beaches this is a
push by one self interest group to push for entry of off leash dogs everywhere. It is a concern that they have been consulted on the council
documents before the public. They are not an environmental group they do not have any interest in the environment and are often commenting
that dogs should be allowed in wildlife corridors
The pair of nankeen kestrels that used to live up at cook terrace are no longer sighted since it became an off leash dog park the fence was
installed and their tree removed. so much for environmental qualities.
Do dog owners realise that the kelp that washes ashore can contain sea snakes don't blame a sea snake if a dog gets bitten. Also sharks are in the
area - I saw two when I was on turrimetta headland they were pacing a person in a kayak.
attached photo dog at north Narrabeen aquatic reserve

Fantastic idea. Be nice to enjoy a day at the beach with your dog. It’ll be a nicer dog park than Rowland Reserve.
the biggest issue as with most situations like this is trust.Will the owners do the right thing and pick up the droppings at all times
and in all situations. If they don't which Im sure there will be some ,then does that mean extra cost in policing the area at all times
.which means more expense ,something that I don't agree with
Would love no restrictions to the available hours (like Bayview) but restricted hours are better than nothing.
Too precious for birds trying to land on beach. Dogs have other places to run that aren't on a beach, that may disturb bird habitat
Areas are needed that are safe for humans and dogs to enjoy what nature has to offer
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ABSOLUTELY! This is a no brainer. It’s a perfect spot being connected to the dog park. Although I believe the times should NOT be
restricted. This area of the beach is rarely used by swimmers and surfers so dogs should be able to access it during the day.
It’s a great idea
Yes please, my water-loving Border Collie can’t wait!!! Hoping for many more places. I think ALL beaches should have a timed
access for dogs. Why is it that most western countries are so much more dog-friendly than Australia??? It’s about time that dog
owners are getting a fare share of public places.
Please make sure that there is sufficient parking
There are very few other users of the area and would make an excellent alternative to bay view off leash area.
I strongly object to the proposal to have an off leash area on Mona Vale Beach.
The area proposed is in my opinion very large and whilst the majority of dog owners do the right thing there are the few who
don't. If dog a runs off and does it's business it could be hard to find especially given the area being proposed and also that one's
mobility on sand is often compromised. Excrement left on a normal dog area, normally grass is easily detected and avoided on
sand it's a different matter, let me tell you that dog poo squelching between ones toes is not a pleasant experience.Also
undetected excrement that finds it's way into the ocean won't be a pleasant experience for swimmers and surfers not to mention
the effect on the environment.Some people, myself included like to sit on a beach in the knowledge that a dog isn't going to run
up to them to sniff them and check them out.
There is already an area nearby for dog owners to exercise their dog(s) in or near the water (Rowland Reserve, Bayview).This is a
smaller area which makes it easier to control the above issues I've mentioned.
I would like to conclude by saying that dogs don't belong on beaches and this proposal should not go ahead.
This has been a long time coming, and a whole lot of fuss just because a very small number are not into sharing. It seems
whichever location Council identifies, these complainers will modify their complaint to suit. They are not looking for solutions,
only problems, even where they do not exist. Council has to see all that for what it is and file it you know where. I would like to
spend some quality time with my husband, daughter and dog on a bit of beach near home, and do not accept that this basic need
of ours must stay in the "too hard basket" forever. Other Councils can work these things out and so too can NBC. Please get it
done.
Thank you Council for doing this - our family is very excited and hope we don't have to wait too much longer!!!!!!!!!!!
Absolutely perfect. We need WAY more off lead dog beach areas on the northern beaches. Currently too restricted and limited,
not at all fair to dog owners.
Our pets are part of our family, we love the Mona Vale off lead dog park and to have a section of beach for us to get sand
between our toes and be able to walk in the sea with our pets would make the area even more awesome
Do not trust dog owners to do the right thing, pick up after their dogs, stay within hours and boundaries. Just look at Long Reef.
A number of concerned residence do not appreciate the lack of Ranger/s presence currently, with Council effectively turning a
blind eye. No consequences for dog owner ignoring Council and 'community formed' rules.
Many residence understand that some people may accidentally be unaware of council rules, as such allow for some lenienacy.
However, as the situation is changing, charged by 'Pittwater Unleashed'...using the media and outside community resources, we
would like to propose a 'neighbourhood watch' facebook group to take photos, and keep a free and open online community
based register, and discussion of events at various locations across the Northern Beaches.
This register will then be submitted to council formally throughout the year, each year for feedback and action.
Amazing idea!!!!
I am a local resident who uses this dog park daily. Unfortunately, there are too many people who do not pick up after their
animals (currently). With no bins on the beach, I see this only getting worse, in an area that is frequented by locals for yoga,
swimming and walking. I forsee the dune becoming littered.
I am also concerned about the lack of parking (many free parking spots are used by hospital staff) - the current parking is
sufficient but this will not be the case if this proposal is approved due to the extra visitors from out of area that this will
encourage.
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I agree with this being an off leash dog area. But I am concerned about the potential for dog droppings on the beach area and I
think a fine of $1000 should be imposed if people are found to have let their dogs poo on the beach and have not picked it up in a
bag and placed it in the provided bin at the top of the walkways (burying it in the sand should not be an acceptable option)
I am a dog owner but feel it is an owners responsibility to keep the area fit for use for non dog people.
Thank you for providing this option for dogs on the northern beaches
Thank you
Dogs are a significant part of families fulfilling numerous roles from pet, through to assistance dogs and companion dog roles.
The importance of these pets cannot be understated. They too need to stress reduce and recharge. There is no better way for
owners to repay the loyalty of their pets than letting them have unrestricted play on the beach and beach reserves.
I support the proposed off leash dog exercise areas at Palm Beach and Mona Vale but the hours of use do not take into account
the needs of dog owners, or other beach users. I would propose that the hours of use are extended to 24 hours.
Off leash dog exercise areas are important not only for dogs but for the mental and physical health of dog owners. Dog parks are
meeting places that allow owners to socialise and connect with other dog owners, an aspect of dog ownership that is becoming
increasingly important.
As more people work from home the traditional 'pre- work' or 'post- school' pickup times to walk the dog are not practical or
common place. The need to get out of the house, excercise, and feel socially connected is not limited to those hours of the day
4pm- 10am. This became very apparent during the 2020 COVID lockdowns when people craved those moments out of the house.
The need for an inclusive, healthy, safe, and socially connected community is a central priority of the Northern Beaches Local
Strategic Planning Statement (see Priority 12).
The proposed areas of palm beach or mona vale are under utilised stretches of beach and not popular for sunbakers, families or
other users which use the beach, as oppose to the water. Surfers that do occaisonally use these breaks are transiting from the
carpark to the water and use the beach only fleetingly. These beaches are effectively empty at all hours of the day and for the
vast majority of the year. Increasing access to our public spaces is a core principle of the Northern Beaches LSPS (see Priority 6).
I propose that the council investigates the use of extended usage hours for off- leash exercise on the proposed areas of both palm
beach and mona vale.
Dogs interfere with walkers and poo where people like to sit. I walk and jog Narrabeen beach daily and often in the very early
mornings get chased by a dog. Owners are not always aware
Yes it’s about time this was considered
The central coast allows dogs on beaches and there are vast beaches on the Northern Beaches to allow small areas. Majority of
dog owners are responsible and do the right thing.
Good for physical and mental health - should be a longer stretch of beach as this is a bit like begging for a scrap.
This is a long over due decision
I think it’s a awesome idea my dog loves sand and the beach ❤
When the masses brings dogs anywhere the land, environment and wildlife suffers greatly, this shouldn't be allowed.
It will ruin the northern beaches, beaches.
I think this is a good idea, subject to dog owners keeping the area clean of course
I am in favour as long as there are enough bin facilities available for dog owners
Just back from Sunshine Coast and also recently on the south coast where residents are spoilt for choice with off leash beach
options to take their pooches would be nice to see more in our neighbourhood.
Bring it on
Perfect place for it
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Dogs need room to stretch their legs and people need nice places that permit this. Small, fenced "dog parks" are not the answer
to the bigger issue here, which is about shared access to places where people want to be spending their leisure time.
Absolutely fantastic! No residents to object surely. It’d be great to have a spot closer to home to let the dog off
I wholeheartedly support unleashed dog area on the beach. At Mona Vale . There have been off leash dog areas on many of the
beaches in Perth Western Australia for the last 30 years they are incredibly successful and help socialise the humans and the dogs
and 99.9% of people pick up after the dogs and a very mindful of the environment. Certain parts of the beaches in Perth are open
all day to dogs and others are closed between certain hours say 9 am till 4:00 pm The system works very well for everyone many
people choosing to swim at the dog Beachs.
There are already dogs on beaches illegally and no council compliance around that. The natural environment and wildlife are
already under enormous pressure and in decline and upcoming proposals such as the beaches link (which will destroy more
bushland - an entire colony of threatened flying foxes and a creekline) and wakehurst parkway (where the fix is obvious and the
road should be raised by the roads dept - not by council clearing bushland and degrading creeklines and flood plains) - what is
council thinking ? And why is this dog issue being managed/assessed by a recreation dept in an environmentally sensitive area totally inappropriate? What would they know or care about wildlife and natural systems and environmental assessment? Does
council not have an environment dept to take the lead on this if the proposed activity is going to impact a natural area - or is this
councils way of minimising environmental assessment?
It works everywhere else, it can work here too. The only difference is the 4 or 5 loud ones constantly filling our councillors' email
inboxes with their Chicken Little routine.
Would love this to happen. My wife and I and our Labrador travel to the northern beaches weekly.
The steps to the beach might need some renovation in time but this is set to be very much appreciated by those I talk to. Thank
you.
Because I’m of the threat to our beautiful bird life, which brings immense joy to many of us and once lost is very hard to get back.
Dogs need to be able to run off lead and be able to go for a swim - especially during some but they enjoy it all year round just like
humans
It’s time to stop holding the dog-owning population to impossibly high standards, when it comes to picking up. We don’t close our
parks to people because a few people litter, and similarly, we should not close public space to dogs, on account of the occasional
uncollected poop. This expectation of immaculate compliance does not exist anywhere else, and it is unreasonable to apply it
here. In reality, it is a tactic to stall and protract this debate, so that it goes on for yet another 10 years. It’s time for Council to
recognise this, break the cycle, and restore some fairness which no longer punishes the many for the sins of a few.
Pittwater Unleashed says YES, let’s get on with it!
let the doggos enjoy it like we enjoy it
I think this is a brilliant idea. Giving people more space to take their dogs out off lead. And give them more opportunity to
strengthen their relationship with their dog and also learning good social behaviour with other dogs. Having dogs crammed in few
areas there are such as dog parks leads to fighting, littering, over socialisation, all round an unpleasant experience. This as well
as opening the beaches during winter for dog owners will improve the relationship with everyone in the community. In the uk
dogs are aloud on beaches during winter (some in summer). Never hear of dog fights or bad experiences, only people getting to
enjoy that time with there dog and nature.
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With the overdevelopment of our beloved Pittwater continuing despite what the residents actually want, there will be more
apartments, townhouses and single dwellings with no or small backyards. This will mean that more and more residents will need
to use public outdoor spaces. With over half of NBC households owning dogs, it is inevitable that spaces will be required for their
treasured pets, particularly off leash so they may run to release some energy. If less than 3% of our coastline is accessible to our
canine friends, what is the point of living here?
There seems to be an increasing anti-dog sentiment on the northern beaches. Sure, there are some irresponsible dog owners;
but there are just as many irresponsible humans here as well. Hardly a day goes by that I'm not picking my dog up off the
footpath during our walks because there is glass smashed from yet another bus shelter or bottles from overflowing bins - what is
the council doing about this?
Please listen to your actual residents, instead of listening to those who are only here on occasion. There's a reason why we live
here and not in Mosman or the Eastern Suburbs, so please don't try to turn us into that.
Also, please try to keep the dog bags adequately stocked so that people aren't leaving dog poop behind. It's almost like this is
being done intentionally to encourage more people to block this proposal.
With the overdevelopment of our beloved Pittwater continuing despite what the residents actually want, there will be more
apartments, townhouses and single dwellings with no or small backyards. This will mean that more and more residents will need
to use public outdoor spaces. With over half of NBC households owning dogs, it is inevitable that spaces will be required for their
treasured pets, particularly off leash so they may run to release some energy. If less than 3% of our coastline is accessible to our
canine friends, what is the point of living here?
There seems to be an increasing anti-dog sentiment on the northern beaches. Sure, there are some irresponsible dog owners;
but there are just as many irresponsible humans here as well. Hardly a day goes by that I'm not picking my dog up off the
footpath during our walks because there is glass smashed from yet another bus shelter or bottles from overflowing bins - what is
the council doing about this?
Please listen to your actual residents, instead of listening to those who are only here on occasion. There's a reason why we live
here and not in Mosman or the Eastern Suburbs, so please don't try to turn us into that.
Also, please try to keep the dog bags adequately stocked so that people aren't leaving dog poop behind. It's almost like this is
being done intentionally to encourage more people to block this proposal.
With the overdevelopment of our area, there will be more apartments, townhouses and single dwellings with little to no yards.
This will mean that more and more residents will need to use public outdoor spaces. With over half of NBC households owning
dogs, it is inevitable that spaces will be required for their treasured pets, particularly off leash so they may run to release some
energy. If less than 3% of our coastline is accessible to our canine friends, what is the point of living here?
There seems to be an growing anti-dog sentiment on the northern beaches.
I think it is reasonable and fair to all Northern Beaches rate payers that dog-walkers are given access to this limited area of south
Mona Vale Beach, during restricted hours. Council's management of the trial will determine whether or not the beach is left in a
clean and undamaged condition.
With the overdevelopment of our area, there will be more apartments, townhouses and single dwellings with little to no yards.
This will mean that more and more residents will need to use public outdoor spaces. With over half of NBC households owning
dogs, it is inevitable that spaces will be required for their treasured pets, particularly off leash so they may run to release some
energy. If less than 3% of our coastline is accessible to our canine friends, what is the point of living here?
There seems to be an growing anti-dog sentiment on the northern beaches.
With the overdevelopment of our area, there will be more apartments, townhouses and single dwellings with little to no yards.
This will mean that more and more residents will need to use public outdoor spaces. With over half of NBC households owning
dogs, it is inevitable that spaces will be required for their treasured pets, particularly off leash so they may run to release some
energy. If less than 3% of our coastline is accessible to our canine friends, what is the point of living here?
There seems to be an growing anti-dog sentiment on the northern beaches.
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With the overdevelopment of our area, there will be more apartments, townhouses and single dwellings with little to no yards.
This will mean that more and more residents will need to use public outdoor spaces. With over half of NBC households owning
dogs, it is inevitable that spaces will be required for their treasured pets, particularly off leash so they may run to release some
energy. If less than 3% of our coastline is accessible to our canine friends, what is the point of living here?
There seems to be an growing anti-dog sentiment on the northern beaches.
I have no issue with the area proposed but dog owners need to be held accountable for their dog's actions, and the council needs
to enforce the regulations elsewhere.
We frequently walk and run without dogs through the current Mona Vale dog park. It is all too common to see people on their
phones or chatting to others and completely ignoring their dogs. As a result they are frequently unaware of their dogs' actions.
One result is numerous occasions where dog poo is left behind.
On two other occasions I've been knocked over by dogs in that park. Fortunately I was uninjured on both occasions but I was lucky
I didn't break an arm on one occasion. On one of those occasions I couldn't even identify the owner of the dog. On the other
occasion when I complained to the owner she yelled "its a dog park" at me as if that makes it ok. A friend of my wife has also
been knocked over in that park.
Outside the park I see numerous instances of dogs off leash. There never seems to be anyone policing this as far as I can tell. If we
give dog owners more areas to be off leash then I think it is reasonable to expect more enforcement elsewhere.
The areas I have noticed dogs off leash most frequently are:
1. The path alongside the golf course at Mona Vale
2. Kooroowall Reserve
3. Winnererremy Park
4. Patrica Giles Reserve
The northern beaches needs more off leash areas especially where the dogs can swim during summer in water that won’t let
them get sick unlike some of the lagoons and it would be great to be able to go for a swim also with your dog. I can’t believe this
hasn’t been done sooner.
It's ideal, very quiet, not much used. Logical extension to the existing dog park.
Really need additional off leash areas in the local area.
I think it is a fantastic idea and long overdue. I grew up in Perth where there are many off leash dog friendly beaches and we
never seemed to have any problems. With regards to opponents of this, I feel the council should not be focussing on a blanket
ban on dogs in public areas, rather a focus on responsible dog ownership. As it stands, the bans on dogs in many public areas is
unquestionably discrimination. Discrimination against both dogs and responsible dog owners. Irresponsible dog owners and the
tiny percentage of 'mentally sick' humans who dislike dogs without good reason are the reason we have bans on dogs in the first
place. Please stop focussing on the 1% of people who are discourteous or just like to complain, and instead focus on the silent
majority who do the right thing.
Not enough off leashed area a in northern beaches
Yes to this one too. There needs to be options so people pick the ones that work for them.
Absolutely! It’s the perfect spot for a dog beach being so close to the dog park! Hardly anyone swims down there and the dogs
and owners love it! The beach is so long - there is ample space for swimmers/sun bakers.
I would like the area extended to Golf Ave to provide more beach length, especially considering dogs are only allowed on the
beach 4pm - 10am.
Or allow the identified south end with 300m frontage to be a 24 hour dog beachz
I think it’s great to have areas on some of the quieter beaches for dogs to run free. I’m a great believer of allowing dogs on
beaches, as long as they are well-behaved dogs and the owners clean up after them.
More area, too small
So i can go to the beach with the kids and the dogs so we can all enjoy the beach together
Some people want to look out at the beach and see no one there. Others want to actually use it. It's that simple.
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I am very supportive of allowing a dedicated beach area for dogs at Mona Vale. During these uncertain times dog ownership is
increasing and more and more dogs are becoming a family member. There are many examples where other councils have
permitted dogs on the beach for many years successfully. A exercised dog is also a happy dog vs a dog left at home to bark. Those
who are against this trial need to view this with the lens of compromise. They have a right to their opinion however there are
many, many beaches to choose from should they wish to avoid the far end of this particular beach. I would however like to see
the hours during winter moved to 2pm to 10am as 4pm does not provide for much daylight hours.
I’m a responsible dog owner and beach lover. The Northern Beaches is such a great place to live with plenty of fantastic beaches,
there’s enough around for us to share and have some that are available for use with dogs & some that are people only. It works
really well at Curl Curl, it’s a great way to stay healthy and active in a beautiful environment. I hope the trial goes ahead!
Please ensure poo bags are provided as many dog owners do not carry them.
1.The southern headland at Mona Vale Beach which is now a dog park is not clean, as some dog owners do not clean up after
their dogs because they are distracted on their mobile phones or talking to friends. The beach and the water shouldn't be
polluted as we swim and walk along the sand. We also leave our towels and belongings on the beach and unless the dog owner is
diligent about where their dog goes to the toilet, it becomes unhygienic.
2. Running dogs who are chasing other dogs or running after a ball or simply because they get excited, have caused serious
accidents to some walkers.
One friend was pushed overly by a running dog and sprained her ankle. Another friend tripped on a leash of a dog running
without the owner and tore his cartilage on his knee.
3. The parking will become an increasing problem as the parking near the headland is already a problem, especially parking near
the hospital.
4. Dogs swimming in the ocean can attract sharks.
5. Dogs can chase the birds and therefore are a danger to the local habitat.
The proposed area should be extened.
About time we the family with dogs get to have some area to enjoy as a full family : mum, dad the kids and their dog 🙏
Rowland reserve dog area is now so crowded particularly at the weekends that more swimming areas need to be provided. The
area of Mona Vale Beach under discussion is not used as much as the main beach and time restrictions are acceptable. I have
spoken to several surfers and they seem in favour providing dog owners clear up after their dogs.
Please consider the many hundreds of dogs and owners who would appreciate more consideration to providing a lot more areas
for dog exercise and swimming areas
Keep our natural pristine beaches just that. No pets should be on beaches. No pet waste or threats to the environment should be
promoted. Unrestricted access to beaches is very concerning for safety and health reasons.
Absolutely required and needed for all dog owner residents
I am outraged that Council would even consider allowing off-leash dogs on any ocean beach. Dogs do need to run, but they have
no biological need to run along a beach. This proposal is all about the owner's pleasure. The owners want the pleasure of standing
on the beach enjoying the glorious surrounds, chatting to friends, while their dogs bound freely. But as soon as you allow dogs,
other people - and wildlife - are effectively excluded . Suddenly no human can sit and relax on that part of the beach, no child can
play, no one can walk in a peaceful way, no one can run or they'll be chased, no bird will land, no seal come ashore. The humans
and other creatures are suddenly the ones stressed, on alert for danger, the dogs and their owners are relaxing, unconstrained.
How does Council propose to delineate the boundaries? Fences on beaches? If not, then in reality you are giving away far far
more of the beaches either side of the boundaries since off-leash dogs run where they want to!
In addition, this particular stretch of beach is directly adjacent to the palliative care and rehabilitation hospital. When my husband
was close to death in Mona Vale Hospital, I still wheeled him in his wheelchair to the top of the entrances, then helped him walk a
short distance onto the beach and gaze at the marvellous ocean. It meant so much to him. When I mother was recovering from a
stroke in the rehab hospital, as she improved, we walked to the edge of the beach. This means SO much to the sick people and to
their carers, uplifting their worn spirits, reminding them of the beauty and peace of nature. As you approach death, this can be
very very comforting. Do dogs matter more????
We desperate need a space dogs can run and play on beach. So far behind and non dog friendly on the northern beaches
I fully support this would like to see more
If you walk on the grass there already on the top of the hill near the hospital 🏥 you have to look down so as to not step in
something unpleasant.
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Yes I believe dogs should have the opportunity to be able to share the beach off leash as long as everyone is responsible for their
dog
I oppose the dogs on beach for a number of reasons - dog mess, surfers who leave their dogs to roam whilst they surf and
because I’m afraid of dogs and many dog owners let their dogs come up and jump on you. Please keep the beaches dog free.
It's part of a wildlife corridor. Off leash dogs will disturb, chase and kill organisms
I live locally and I find dog poop on the grass verge in front of my building most days, when I walk in the area I also see dog poop
most days, while most of the time it is on the grass I have also seen it left on the pathway, this is disgusting.
I believe that if we cannot trust dog owners to clean up after themselves when they know we can see what they are doing I
believe that they will not clean up after themselves when on the beach where no one will see them and they will leave the beach
a mess. How will this be policed and will fines be given?
I have noted that most people that want it say that the areas they use now are overcrowded, so if we get an influx of people with
their dogs coming into the area, where will they all park?
If we see allot of dogs come into the area and they are off leash, how will we be able to trust the owners to keep them in the area
given to them and not allow them to run or wander into the area that we use. How will this be managed?
I understand it may be an old wives tale but I am concerned that the dogs may attract sharks.
thank you for taking these concerns into your decisions on allowing the dogs into the area.
Please see attached file
Ensure there are garbage bins for dog dropping bags.
As the population of Northern Beaches increases, there is more demand for additional unleashed dog areas. It will reduce the
pressure on the limited open space currently available.
I wholeheartedly support the proposal to give households in our community that own a dog (up to 60% of households by Council
statistics) access to the defined areas at Mona Vale andPalm Beach ocean beaches. I am excited to be able to see the joy and
trepidation on my dog’s face to race along the sand and face waves for the first time. A great family experience that brings joy to
the heart which we all need, especially at this time.
However I would like to see a change to the access time in the afternoon to allow more daylight hours in winter.
I propose:
* 3 pm - 10 am during 1 March - 31 Aug (Autumn & Winter)
* 4 pm - 10 am during 1 Sept - 28/29 Feb (Spring & Summer)
A 4 pm afternoon start is good when the days are longer and the weather warmer in spring and summer. 4 pm does not give
enough afternoon access when the days are shorter and colder in autumn and winter - less than one hour with sunset on the
shortest day at 4:53 pm. A 3pm start will allow more realistic access and the opportunity to spread demand over a realistic
timeframe.
Excellent area for off leash beach area fir dogs.
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i live in mona vale and own two dogs. i would LOVE to have an offleash area at south mona vale beach.
HOWEVER, i OPPOSE the proposal since way too many dogowners don't pick up their dogs' poo. i am sickened by the amount of
dogpoo left lying at the dogpark near the mona vale hospital... which would be the access to the offleash area at south mona vale
beach. i envisage dogowners standing up the top chatting with their coffees while their dogs run around on the beach
unsupervised and un-cleaned-up-after.
dog poo on a lawn area, where it's visible and avoidable, is horrible enough... but on the beach, where it will quickly become
invisible as it's covered over by a thin layer of sand, waiting for bare feet to tread on it, is many times more disgusting.
as a surfer (as well as a dogowner), not only do i not want to tread in cold dog poo on my way across the beach to surf at cook's
terrace, i also don't want dog poo washing out into the surf with every tide.
currently i see this happen at every high tide at the roland reserve dogpark, but at least the roland reserve section of beach is not
often used by swimmers.
UNLESS the proposed new dogpark is constantly policed by wardens who issue significant fines for people not cleaning up after
their dogs, i regretfully OPPOSE the introduction of an offleash area at south mona vale beach.
Badly needed an off leash area for our dogs and ourselves especially today in our covid battle needed for the mental stability for
our citizens
As there are very few off leash areas for our pets this is badly needed
Greater beach / water access for dog is required. BayView is over crowded and there are no other facilities from DeeWhy to Palm
Beach
Greater access for dogs to the beaches is required.
Beaches should be for the exclusive use of people and not their pets. There is no way that all dog excrement will be picked up you only need to look at the existing areas that are dog-off areas to see that is the case there and the surroundings. Given people
use the beaches with little clothing, are constantly touching their bodies/faces for cream, get sand/water out of their eyes, there
is a real health risk to adults and children alike. I understand that the tides will come in and out but I've witnessed first hand how
in existing areas (eg Curl Curl lagoon) dogs stray outside the area and their deposits stay for a long time afterwards. Owners are
unable to prevent their dogs seeking out people who do not want to be disturbed/licked etc when relaxing/exercising or genally
using the beach and there is no way they will stick to the 300 m area - they already take over the hill behind the beach. The
sights/sounds and smells of the beach get them too excited and it's unfair on them too. To exclude all other beachgoers due to a
limited number of people wishing to exercise their dogs on such pristine areas is unbalanced in favour of a vocal minority.
No one ever goes down there to relax and swim in that area. It could be enjoyed by people with dogs who want to either do
exercise, relax or take their dogs swimming. It could be utilised by people who would appreciate it.
Dogs are able to swim off-leash at Rowland Reserve.
I object to dogs being allowed on beaches. Dog excrement is extremely unpleasant. It is very smelly and sticks to feet or shoes.
The smell lingers.
The existing dog off-leash area at Mona Vale is full of dog dropping. It is revolting!
You can't walk across the grass at this park without constantly watching that you don't step on a dog dropping.
Engaging the area for dogs will just enlarge the problem
Although there are many responsible dog owners who clean up after their dogs, there are still a large number of dog owners who
don't. Multiple visits to Rowland Reserve reinforce my opinion.
I do not want more dogs on beaches!
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Proposed 12 month trial of off-leash dog areas at Mona Vale Beach (south)
I object to the proposed off-leash dog areas for the following reasons:
Environment
Potential impacts include:
• Threat to nocturnal wildlife
• Proximity to natural habitat and areas where dogs are ‘prohibited’
• Intruding upon the habitat of seagulls, migratory and other birds
Health
• For many years dogs have been banned on beaches for health reasons
• Dog excrement in the sand is a health hazard, particularly for children
• Areas where dogs swim are associated with reduced water quality
Recreation
The proposed 400m for Palm Beach and 300m for Mona Vale beach are relatively long stretches of the beach that would be taken
over for off-leash dog use. This will impact on other users, including walkers, joggers and surfers.
The proposed off-leash hours are between 4pm and 10am for 7 days a week.
This time span overlaps hours before or after work or school and encompasses late afternoon, evening and early morning when
many people visit the beach to walk or run on the sand.
These times are particularly popular in summer and have the advantage that there is less exposure to ultraviolet radiation
compared with the middle of the day.
The off-leash dog area will inhibit children playing in the sand, and people using the beach for passive recreation, with dogs are
running around and digging holes in the sand.
Dogs off the leash can be a real or perceived threat to other users, who are walking or running. Being chased by a dog along an
isolated stretch of beach can be a frightening experience, as there is no means of defence or escape (except by swimming).
Although many dog owners are responsible, there are some who let their dog(s) loose and are oblivious to their dog’s behaviour
and to signals to call the dog(s) back.
Process
I do not see how the proposal for a 12 month trial can proceed without a more detailed assessment of the environment, health
and recreation impacts.
It seems premature that community feedback has been sought prior to this information.
Public submissions would be better informed if the assessment had been provided in conjunction with the public exhibition.
Dogs attack wildlife such as seals and penguins
They should not be on beaches.
Please redact my name
Northern beaches is way behind other LGA’s in terms of dog friendliness. We need more dog friendly areas considering the high
number of dogs here
I would be very happy to visit a part of beach with my dog, while I am still physically able to.
Have been on the fence, can see arguments for both. However, feel that beach goers young and old will feel anxious having
unleashed dogs on the beach. Residence should feel safe on ALL beaches across the NB. Look at alternatives, just not the beaches.
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As a dog lover and frequent dog sitter, I cannot support the proposed trial as it stands. It needs to be part of wider program
across the council area to help reduce the problems caused by a very small minority of dog owners. This has to include both
education for dog owners, training for our dogs and deterrents for those owners who choose not to do the right thing. The trial
would involve providing dog clean-up bags & disposal bins and actual enforcement of off-leash dogs in parks, pathways and
beaches. Addressing these problems should be highly visible, perhaps involving marketing, clearer signage and the use of fines as
needed.
Above all, we need to remember that the silent majority of people are not dog owners. Families need to feel safe using our open
spaces without worrying about off-leash dogs. Helping to ensuring all dog owners behave responsibly will go a long way to
achieving this.
I have 2 dogs. I use all the off leash dog areas on the northern beaches, from Clontarf to Bayview. I am a responsible dog owner
and always clean up after my dogs. I walk my dogs 14 times a week at a minimum. To have access to more areas would be greatly
appreciated and highly prized by myself and my family.
see attachment
Need more off leash and swimming areas for dogs as the current access are overcrowded.
This part of Mona Vale Beach is definitely appropriate for a trial of an off leash dog area at the beach due to the off leash area
adjacent to the beach.
This amount of beach represents about 3% of the beach area of the northern beaches and I'm pretty sure that the percentage of
dog owners in comparison to non-dog owners is far greater.
Dog owners should have the right to use some of the beach area of the northern beaches.
This is a perfect area to trial this plan and the trial should not have any time restrictions. It should be 24/7 all day everyday. This is
a small area of beach and if someone doesn't want to be around a dog on the beach there is still 97% of beach free of dogs.
Strongly support this and more dog beaches.
Thank you for this option, I always have my dog when I walk and I will use this often.
The dog population explosion shouldn’t be encouraged. I see discarded dog poo plastic bags in many environmentally sensitive
areas that no one wants to pick up. The plastic preserves the putrid mess. There will always be an element of owners who do the
wrong thing and this is becoming more and more as dog population increases. The dog lobby will always want more and more. It
is better to draw the line and not encourage dog overpopulation.
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