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ITEM 5.4 MAYORAL MINUTE NO 12/2012 
PUBLICATION OF COUNCILLORS PUBLIC MEETINGS 

TRIM FILE REF 2012/407741 

ATTACHMENTS NIL 
 

 

BACKGROUND 

On occasions Councillors may wish to inform the community that they will be available to discuss 
community topics in public places on particular dates and at particular venues. 

As Councillors, an important part of our role is to engage with the community on a broad range of 
issues.  It is also important that residents feel they have an opportunity to engage with us, their 
representatives.   

The intention should be clear that this is not an opportunity for Councillors to campaign but for 
residents to get more face to face opportunities with those of us they have elected to discuss the 
real issues that are impacting on them as residents in Warringah that they might not normally wish 
to communicate through writing in a more formal manner. 

Councillors have indicated they are interested to give time to such community sessions where 
possible and so it would be advantageous to communicate their availability by Ward through local 
media. 

I am recommending that Council consider setting up a process by which Councillors can 
communicate their availability and venues for such sessions, such as at local shopping centres and 
this be notified in the Council’s advertising.  I am advised by staff that the expenditure for such 
advertising will need to be expended within the existing Governance operational budget, allowing 
each Councillor $500 p/a. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

A. That Council amend the “GOV-PL 120 Payment and Re-imbursement of Expenses Incurred 
by, and Provision of Facilities to, the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillors” to support the 
notification of Councillor community engagement sessions. The amended policy is to be 
brought back to Council at the 11 December 2012 meeting.  

B. That Council notes that:  

a. The community engagement sessions would be promoted by Ward and would be 
available to all Councillors from that Ward and the Mayor.   

b. The costs associated to advertising would be allocated to those participating, at a 
maximum of $500 p/a.   

c. Council signage would be provided to Councillors for use at each location.  

C. That until such time as the Policy is adopted that Council action any requests for advertising 
and allocate costs accordingly to those Councillors.  

D. That this program will be available up until six months prior to local government elections.  
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______________________ 

Michael Regan 
MAYOR 


