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ITEM 5.1 MAYORAL MINUTE NO 9/2012  
PROPOSAL FOR CAFE AT FRENCHS FOREST SHOWGROUND 

TRIM FILE REF 2012/407708 

ATTACHMENTS NIL 
 

 

BACKGROUND 

The showground in the past few years has become a very popular destination for dog lovers in 
particular to bring their dogs to a safe fenced-in area to exercise and socialise with other dogs. 

Sitting up above the oval is an underutilised community building that has basic kitchen facilities that 
are rarely used.  At the rear of this building is a very popular children’s playground that mothers 
groups, parents, grandparents and carers use through the day and it is usually very popular with 
families on the weekend.  

I believe that with some minor capital expenditure, Council could activate this site and receive both 
social and financial returns on this community asset.   With what I believe is a fraction of work to be 
undertaken such as an outdoor pergola and some basic seating, this community space can 
become a popular destination and increase the social experience for dog owners and playground 
users alike. 

Other options that could also be investigated include the addition of outdoor gym equipment within 
or adjacent to the playground and therefore increase even further the use of this area as well as 
Council promoting good health and an active lifestyle to more residents. 

I have been advised by staff that this proposal can be carried out within existing operational budget 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That a scoping report be prepared identifying the viability and cost of a cafe being established 
within the existing building at Frenchs Forest Showground and that the report includes: 

A. The cost of providing outdoor gym equipment to the playground area or located near the 
building to provide additional recreational use of this area. 

B. Identification of potential funding sources to undertake any works within existing budgets. 

 

 

 

______________________ 

 

Michael Regan 

MAYOR 

 


