
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
AGENDA  
 
 

 
ENVIRONMENT 
STRATEGIC REFERENCE GROUP 
 
 
 

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Environment Strategic 
Reference Group  will be held in the Flannel Flower Room, Civic 
Centre, Dee Why on 

 

THURSDAY 20 MAY 2021 

 

Beginning at 6:00pm for the purpose of considering matters included 
in this agenda. 
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Committee Members 

Cr Natalie Warren (Chair) Councillor 

Cr Alex McTaggart Councillor 

Cr Pat Daley Councillor 

Cr Stuart Sprott Councillor 

Sophie Scott Community Representative – Manly Ward 

Roberta Conroy Community Representative – Pittwater Ward 

Alan Jones Community Representative – Curl Curl Ward 

Tom Hazell Community Representative – Curl Curl Ward 

David Tribe Community Representative – Narrabeen Ward 

Nigel Howard Community Representative – Frenchs Forest Ward 

Viktorija McDonnell Curl Curl Lagoon Committee 

Marita Macrae Pittwater Natural Heritage Association 

Jacqueline Marlow Friends of Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment 

Billy Bragg Community Representative – Pittwater Ward 

Scott Markich Community Representative – Narrabeen Ward 

Council Officer Contacts 

Todd Dickinson Director Environment and Sustainability 

Yianni Mentis Executive Manager Environment and Climate Change 

Ximena Von Oven Governance Officer 

 

Quorum 

A majority of members including the Chair or one of the elected Councillors. 
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Agenda for Environment  

Strategic Reference Group Meeting 

to be held on Thursday 20 May 2021 

in the Flannel Flower Room, Civic Centre, Dee Why 

Commencing at 6:00pm 
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6.3 Wakehurst Parkway Flood Mitigation Study Community Consultation Update - 
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1.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

As a sign of respect, Northern Beaches Council acknowledges the traditional custodians of these 
lands on which we gather and pays respect to Elders past and present. 

 

2.0 APOLOGIES 

All members are expected to attend the meetings or otherwise tender their apologies to the 
Chair and Governance at councilmeetings@northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au.  

 

3.0 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 

Members should disclose any "pecuniary" or "non-pecuniary" interests in matters included in 
the agenda. The Northern Beaches Council Code of Conduct (the Code) provides guidance on 
managing conflicts of interests.   

A pecuniary interest is defined in Section 4 of the Code as: 

A pecuniary interest is an interest that you have in a matter because of a reasonable 
likelihood or expectation of appreciable financial gain or loss to you or a person referred to 
in clause 4.3.  

A non-pecuniary conflict of interest is defined in Section 5 of the Code as: 

A non-pecuniary conflict of interest exists where a reasonable and informed person would 
perceive that you could be influenced by a private interest when carrying out your official 
functions in relation to a matter. 

If you required further information or guidance about disclosing an interest please contact 
Governance at councilmeetings@northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au.  

4.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

4.1 MINUTES OF ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC REFERENCE GROUP MEETING HELD 18 
FEBRUARY 2021 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Environment Strategic Reference Group meeting held 18 February 2021, 
copies of which were previously circulated to all Members, be confirmed as a true and correct 
record of the proceedings of that meeting. 

 

  

mailto:councilmeetings@northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au
https://files.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/policies-register/code-conduct/code-conduct-policy/northernbeachescodeofconduct.pdf
mailto:councilmeetings@northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au
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6.0 AGENDA ITEMS 
 

ITEM 6.1 UPDATE ON PARKS FOR PEOPLE PROJECT - 15 MINS  

REPORTING OFFICER  MANAGER, PARKS ASSETS - PLANNING DESIGN & 
DELIVERY  

TRIM FILE REF 2021/319350  

ATTACHMENTS NIL 

 

ISSUE 

To provide an update to Environment Strategic Reference Group (ESRG) on the Parks for People 
project and introduce the Precinct Support Scheme. 

BACKGROUND 

At the Council meeting held 28 July 2020, Council resolved (Council resolution 173/20) that: 

1. Council delegate authority to the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate and enter into an 
agreement with the New South Wales Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
and the Planning Ministerial Corporation for the design and delivery of landscape 
embellishment works to Nandi Reserve, Frenchs Forest and County Road Reserve, Belrose 
and the transfer of land to Council through the New South Wales Parks for People Program.  

2. The findings of the community engagement and analysis of the proposed projects will be 
reported back to Council by December 2020.  

The Parks for People agreement between Council and the Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment (DPIE) was finalised in February 2021.  

The DPIE commenced Stage One community engagement regarding Nandi Reserve, Frenchs 
Forest and County Road Reserve, Belrose from 16 April 2021. This first stage of consultation is 
aimed at understanding the needs of the community as well as understanding how they currently 
value the spaces. The results of the community engagement process will be used to inform the 
drafting of the concept plans for both sites which will be the subject of a future community 
engagement process. DPIE is delivering these projects and will hand the new parks over to 
Council at completion. 

Council has also been successful in applying for a $6.1 million grant from the Department’s 
Precinct Support Scheme. This Grant will fund the upgrade of parks at Brickpit Reserve, Akora 
Reserve and Rabbett Reserve in Frenchs Forest. 

Council will stage the delivery of these parks over three years beginning with Brickpit Reserve. 
Each park will be subject to community engagement and environmental investigation and approval.  

Discussion 

Parks for People: Nandi Ave Reserve 

Nandi Ave Reserve is a bushland reserve that is located between Wakehurst Parkway and the 
escarpment that runs parallel to it. The intention for this reserve is to reinforce and improve the 
natural environment and allow for sustainable access to it. The current phase of the project is 
analysis of the initial community engagement results to help formulate the design for this important 
urban bushland site. 
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Parks for People: County Road Reserve 

County Road Reserve was reserved originally for the purpose of a new main road connection 
between St Ives and Wakehurst Parkway. This plan was shelved and the St Ives road corridor lots 
was sold off in the 1980s. Council has used this reserve as a sportsfield for a long period and the 
intention of the project at County Road is to augment this existing use through upgrading the sports 
field and introducing public amenities, potentially sportsfield lights and car parking.  

Precinct Support Scheme: Brickpit Reserve 

Brickpit Reserve is a large park directly opposite Northern Beaches Hospital that was the site of 
James French’s original brickpit and terminus of the bullock trail to Bantry Bay from where trees 
logged in the Frenchs Forest area where transported elsewhere in the early 20th century. It also 
has strong natural heritage with an historic creek and endangered ecological communities. The 
concept design below seeks to reflect these heritage values through creating a natural park where 
people can relax whilst enjoying a constructed wetland that will filter storm water captured from the 
local stormwater network before discharging it down stream. Other key features include a small 
playground, boardwalk and path connection through the Reserve to the pedestrian bridge over 
Wakehurst Parkway and endemic plantings to replace the invasive species currently on site. 

Figure 1: Brickpit Reserve concept plan 

 



 

REPORT TO ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC REFERENCE GROUP MEETING 

ITEM NO. 6.1 - 20 MAY 2021 

 

7 

Precinct Support Scheme: Akora Reserve 

Akora Reserve is a medium sized park on Akora Crescent, Frenchs Forest. Potentially this park 
will be surrounded by medium density housing in the future and the design of the park as shown 
below attempts to create the backyard and social connection point for the people living in this area. 
Key features include a community garden, native plantings, playground, half court and path 
connections. 

Figure 2: Akora Reserve Concept Plan 
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Precinct Support Scheme: Rabbett Reserve 

Rabbett Reserve is a medium sized park on Rabbett Street in Frenchs Forest. Rabbett Reserve 
has remnant urban bushland of varying quality and a creek running through it. Council intends to 
restore the urban bushland and creek and provide sustainable access around it with pods of 
grassed area for more general recreation. Council also proposes to make changes to the existing 
Gross Pollutant Trap to make it sit more sensitively in the landscape. 

Figure 3: Rabbett Reserve Concept Plan 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF MANAGER, PARKS ASSETS - PLANNING DESIGN & DELIVERY  

That the Environmental Strategic Reference Group note the contents of this report. 
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ITEM 6.2 ACTION PLANS - 10 MINS  

REPORTING OFFICER  SENIOR SUSTAINABILITY OFFICER  

TRIM FILE REF 2021/258937  

ATTACHMENTS NIL 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

PURPOSE 

To seek comments from the Environment Strategic Reference Group (ESRG) on the draft actions 
prepared for four action plans being developed to implement the Environment and Climate Change 
Strategy (ECC Strategy).  

SUMMARY/REPORT 

Council staff have been preparing the draft action plans required to implement the ECC Strategy. 
The first action plan to be completed was the Climate Change Action Plan which is now available 
on Council’s website.  

During the development of the draft action plans it was identified that many actions were shared 
between different plans. To reduce repetition of actions the list of action plans was revised as 
shown in Table 1. Note that all Goals, Aspirations, Commitments and activities from the ECC 
Strategy have been assigned to at least one action plan to ensure all items remain covered.  

Table 1: Revised List of Action Plans 

Action Plans listed in the ECC Strategy  Revised List of Action Plans 

Climate Change 

Climate Change  

Sustainable Built Environment  

Northern Beaches Council’s Sustainable 
Operations  

Adaptation and Resilience 

Bushland  
Bushland and Biodiversity  

Biodiversity  

Waterways and Catchments  Waterways and Catchments 

Coast Coast  

Environmental Education and Sustainable 
Behaviours Environmental Education and 

Sustainable Behaviours 
Sustainable Living 

Adaptation and Resilience  Resilience Strategy  

Urban Tree Canopy Plan (draft 2018)  Urban Tree Canopy Plan (draft 
2018) 

 

 

https://files.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/policies-register/environment-and-climate-change-strategy/environment-and-climate-change-strategy-and-plans/climate-change-action-plan-feb2021.PDF
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In line with the revised list the following draft actions have been prepared for the following plans:   

 Coast 

 Waterways and Catchments 

 Bushland and Biodiversity 

 Environmental Education and Sustainable Behaviours 

The list of draft actions for each plan will be provided to the ESRG members before the meeting. 
Please provide feedback via email to Yianni.mentis@northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au by Thursday 27 
May 2021 

RECOMMENDATION OF SENIOR SUSTAINABILITY OFFICER  

That members of the Environment Strategic Reference Group review the draft actions and provide 
feedback to Council by Thursday 27 May 2021 
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ITEM 6.3 WAKEHURST PARKWAY FLOOD MITIGATION STUDY 
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION UPDATE - 20 MINS  

REPORTING OFFICER  MANAGER STORMWATER AND FLOODPLAIN ENGINEERING  

TRIM FILE REF 2021/320144  

ATTACHMENTS NIL 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

PURPOSE 

This report provides an update to the Environment Strategic Reference Group (ESRG) on the 
Wakehurst Parkway Flood Mitigation Study public exhibition following the resolution of Council on 
23 March 2021. 

SUMMARY/REPORT 

In late 2017, Council received $5 million in grant funding through the Stronger Communities Fund 
from the Office of Local Government to investigate and implement options to address the frequent 
flooding of Wakehurst Parkway. Between 2017 and 2019, Council developed the draft Wakehurst 
Parkway Flood Mitigation Study to develop options to reduce the impacts of frequent flooding of 
Wakehurst Parkway.  

The Study identified and provided detailed information on the flash flooding in three separate 
locations on Wakehurst Parkway – in the vicinities of Oxford Falls Grammar School, a location 
known as ‘The Bends’, and the Sydney Academy of Sport and Recreation. 

The Study also identified that the Stronger Communities Fund grant was insufficient to deliver 
works to achieve flood protection even in a 1 in 3-month storm event. However, it also identified 
that with additional funding flood mitigation works could be delivered in all three locations to reduce 
flood closures on Wakehurst Parkway in a 1 in 2-year storm event.   

In late 2019 staff wrote to Transport for NSW (TfNSW) to confirm the availability of additional 
funding. In November 2020 an additional $13.1 million was included in the 20/21 and 21/22 NSW 
Government’s Budget to permit the above works to be delivered to achieve flood protection up to 
the 1 in 2-year storm event. TfNSW formally offered Council the additional funding in February 
2021. 

At the Council meeting on 23 March 2021, Council resolved to accept the funding offer from 
TfNSW subject to the following conditions: 

A. The funding is subject to an amended delivery timeframe to reflect the 14 months 
between the request being made and the formal notification of funding being received. 
This would see works being completed by the end of the first quarter in the 2023/2024 
financial year. 

B. The elected Council resolves to proceed with works following a community 
engagement process. 

C. The community being generally supportive of the proposed works. 

Following the Council 23 March meeting, Council staff prepared exhibition material and will shortly 
place the Wakehurst Parkway Flood Mitigation Study on public exhibition, seeking public 
consideration of the preferred suite of options or alternatives. 

Council staff will report the results of the public exhibition of the Wakehurst Parkway Mitigation 
Feasibility Study back to Council following the consultation period. 
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The Study and community consultation documentation will be found on Council’s Your Say 
website. 

The ESRG members are encouraged to review the information on Council’s Your Say page and 
please provide feedback directly into Your Say or via email to 
Yianni.mentis@northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au by the due date. 

RECOMMENDATION OF MANAGER STORMWATER AND FLOODPLAIN ENGINEERING  

That members of the Environment Strategic Reference Group note the presentation and provide 
feedback to Council by date outlined on the your say page. 
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ITEM 6.4 WASTE COMMUNITY DASHBOARD - 15 MINS  

REPORTING OFFICER  EXECUTIVE MANAGER WASTE MANAGEMENT & 
CLEANSING  

TRIM FILE REF 2021/325721  

ATTACHMENTS NIL 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

PURPOSE 

To inform the Environment Strategic Reference Group (ESRG) about the upcoming Waste 
Community Dashboard and provide a demonstration of it prior to publishing on Council’s website.  

REPORT 

Council staff have produced a public facing waste dashboard which visualises information about 
waste generated in the Northern Beaches by waste stream and suburb, and provides resources to 
educate residents on how to reduce their footprint.  

The aim of the dashboard is to: 

 Educate residents on waste quantities generated within the Northern Beaches, and the 
downstream processing of the different waste commodities 

 Visualise the waste produced per person in their suburb and how they are tracking against 
the Northern Beaches average 

 Show the seasonal trends associated with waste generated in the area 

 Allow users to gain a deeper understanding about what is done with their waste and ways to 
reduce what goes in their bin. 

The dashboard also visually represents to residents how their (or other) suburbs are tracking 
against Council averages in waste generation per person and other key metrics. 

DISCUSSION 

The Waste unit will provide a demonstration of the Waste Community Dashboard at this meeting to 
demonstrate its key functions and how it can be used by the community. 

RECOMMENDATION OF EXECUTIVE MANAGER WASTE MANAGEMENT & CLEANSING  

That the report be received and noted. 
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ITEM 6.5 RED BIN STRATEGY - 15 MINS  

REPORTING OFFICER  EXECUTIVE MANAGER WASTE MANAGEMENT & 
CLEANSING  

TRIM FILE REF 2021/326211  

ATTACHMENTS NIL 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

PURPOSE 

To advise and seek comments from the Environment Strategic Reference Group (ESRG) on the 
development of a red bin strategy to assist the development of the Northern Beaches Waste 
Strategy. 

REPORT 

Northern Beaches Council has been awarded an $180,000 grant under the Environment Protection 
Authority’s Local Council Transition Fund.  The fund focusses on supporting local council strategic 
planning, options assessment and the transitioning to sustainable waste management services that 
maximise the amount and quality of organics and other materials recovered. 

Council will be carrying out two separate projects as part of this grant to help inform our Northern 
Beaches Waste Strategy: 

 ‘What’s in the bin’: We will work with a consultant to audit the red waste bin to determine the 
baseline mix and volumes of waste types from a representative sample of Northern Beaches 
bins. Key waste types will include soft plastics, food organics, textiles and other recoverable 
streams, and contaminants (including batteries).  The audit will look at different waste profiles 
for different communities including SUDS, MUDS and boarding houses. 

 ‘Red bin strategy’: We will work with a consultant to develop a red bin strategy, focusing on 
food organics and soft plastics recovery. The bin audit will help inform waste streams and 
communities to target for development of solutions in this strategy. 

Council has commenced the procurement process to engage a consultant on the red bin audit and 
will soon commence the process for the red bin strategy. The Waste unit proposes that the red bin 
strategy explores a range of potential initiatives to recover more waste from material which 
residents currently dispose in the red bin, informed by the red bin audit.  

In anticipation of an increased focus in the NSW 20 Year Waste Strategy on recovering organics 
and more soft plastics, this includes assessment of the feasibility of potential trials of worm 
farms/compost bins, separate food organics collections, soft plastic collection and processing.  We 
will also consider potential costs and benefits of residual waste management options for red bin 
waste such as alternative waste treatment and energy from waste. 

DISCUSSION 

The Waste Unit will seek feedback at the meeting on the potential scope of the red bin strategy, 
community engagement and potential options to be explored. An indicative scope of the red bin 
strategy will be provided to the ESRG members before the meeting. 

Please provide feedback via email to Andrew.ward-harvey@northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au by 
Thursday 27 May 2021. 

 

mailto:Andrew.ward-harvey@northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au
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RECOMMENDATION OF EXECUTIVE MANAGER WASTE MANAGEMENT & CLEANSING  

That members of the Environment Strategic Reference Group review the indicative scope of the 
red bin strategy and provide feedback to Council by Thursday 27 May 2021. 

. 
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ITEM 6.6 RECOVERY OF PROBLEM WASTE (TEXTILES AND PLASTIC) 
- 15 MINS  

REPORTING OFFICER  EXECUTIVE MANAGER WASTE MANAGEMENT & 
CLEANSING  

TRIM FILE REF 2021/326288  

ATTACHMENTS NIL 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

PURPOSE 

To advise and seek comments from the Environment Strategic Reference Group (ESRG) on 
Northern Beaches Council’s proposed approach to develop whole of supply chain solutions to 
recover resources from soft plastics and textile waste generated in the Northern Beaches. 

REPORT 

Currently, there are limited processing options and end markets for used soft plastics and textiles 
in Australia.  Most processing solutions are costly, and often require a ‘clean’ stream, making it 
difficult for recycled soft plastics and textiles to compete against cheap virgin materials. As a result, 
significant volumes of soft plastics and textiles end up in the red bin, bulky goods collections and 
sometimes the yellow bin.  This can fill up landfill space and contaminate other recyclable streams. 

Council has recently received a number of approaches from different organisations offering 
collection solutions for used soft plastics and textiles.  Whilst there are limited processing options in 
NSW and Australia, there are some emerging technologies which demonstrate early promise. 

As a result, Council is proposing to go to market to seek flexible and innovative ‘whole of supply 
chain’ models to maximise the potential recovery of resources from used soft plastics and textiles. 
Council will require applicants to demonstrate end to end solutions/partnerships which incorporate: 

 Collection models for these materials (including soft plastics, clothing and mattresses) to 
maintain the quality of the material to maximise its chance of recovery or reuse 

 Trials of recycling technology to produce quality products or materials for reuse 

 Demonstrated feasible end markets for the end product/material, including within the 
Northern Beaches, consistent with the circular economy.  

This approach aims to ensure there is an interconnected supply chain network from collection 
through to recycling/reuse and end markets to give effect to the circular economy for these 
materials in the Northern Beaches. 

DISCUSSION 

The Waste unit will seek feedback at the meeting on potential options for recovery of resources 
from Northern Beaches used soft plastics and textiles, to help inform this procurement process. 

RECOMMENDATION OF EXECUTIVE MANAGER WASTE MANAGEMENT & CLEANSING  

That the report be received and noted. 
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ITEM 6.7 STAFF UPDATE - 20 MINS  

REPORTING OFFICER  EXECUTIVE MANAGER ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE 
CHANGE  

TRIM FILE REF 2021/320023  

ATTACHMENTS NIL 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

PURPOSE 

To provide an update to the Environment Strategic Reference Group (ESRG) on recent projects 
undertaken by the Environment & Sustainability Division.  

REPORT 

Simplifying Solar Expo 

Council is hosting its Simplifying Solar Expo at the Novotel Manly on 5 June 2021 between 10am -
3pm.  

Residents are invited to attend any of the five presentations, which address the key barriers to 
solar uptake, and move through the exhibition space to speak directly with the independent experts 
about energy efficiency, renewable energy, solar and battery technology, as well as the solar 
installation process. 

This event is an opportunity to understand the right solar system for households and the type of 
technology currently available and will give residents confidence to take the next step in 
approaching solar businesses for quotes. Stallholders will include organisations who represent the 
peak industry bodies of the solar industry, including; Clean Energy Council, Australian Energy 
Foundation, Australian Photovoltaic Institute – SunSPoT, UNSW - School of Photovoltaic & 
Renewable Energy Engineering, GreenPower, NSW Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment - Energy Saver Program, NSW Fair Trading.  

Council staff will also be available to provide solar advice, discuss any Development Application 
concerns and the responsible waste management of solar panels. 

Community Groups have also been invited to attend through an EOI process, and the outcome of 
the EOI will be finalised shortly.  “For profit” solar businesses will not have stalls or be presenting 
due to potential conflicts of interest in providing impartial advice to the public.  

Local Priority Weed Management Plan 2021 - 2026 

Weed management in NSW underwent reform in July 2017 with the Biosecurity Act 2015 coming 
into force and the Noxious Weed Act 1993 repealed. The term noxious weed is no longer used. 

Under the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015 (the Act) private and public land managers have a general 
biosecurity duty (GBD) to ensure that biosecurity risks posed by weeds are prevented, eliminated 
or minimised. In addition to the GBD, Council has a number of functions under the Act including 
development and implementation of weed control programs, and inspections of public and private 
land in connection with its weed control functions.  

The Northern Beaches Local Priority Weed Management Plan (LPWMP) has been developed to 
identify weeds that pose a biosecurity risk within the Northern Beaches LGA and is now in effect.   
The LPWMP supports the application of Council’s Bushland and Biodiversity Policy in dealing with 
the management of invasive species on public and private land.  
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The Northern Beaches Local Priority Weed Management Plan (LPWMP) can be found on Council’s 
website via a link on the Weeds webpage   

https://www.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/environment/weeds#:~:text=Tips%20for%20Weed%20Contr
ol&text=Contact%20Council's%20Weeds%20Officer%20on%201300%20434%20434%20for%20more%20i
nformation. 

Offshore Waste Service Review 

Investigation of options for improvement of the waste services to offshore communities is 
continuing. Waste staff have been liaising with the Transport and Civil Infrastructure business unit 
regarding current planning for wharf upgrades and how consideration for waste is included, for 
example use of ramps and pontoons for loading bins to barges. 
Discussions with contractors will occur in coming months regarding potential logistical impacts and 
cost of some potential changes. Once these are further developed, we will be able to give a clearer 
picture of viable options to Council. 

RECOMMENDATION OF EXECUTIVE MANAGER ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE  

That the information in this report is noted.  

https://www.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/environment/weeds#:~:text=Tips%20for%20Weed%20Control&text=Contact%20Council's%20Weeds%20Officer%20on%201300%20434%20434%20for%20more%20information
https://www.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/environment/weeds#:~:text=Tips%20for%20Weed%20Control&text=Contact%20Council's%20Weeds%20Officer%20on%201300%20434%20434%20for%20more%20information
https://www.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/environment/weeds#:~:text=Tips%20for%20Weed%20Control&text=Contact%20Council's%20Weeds%20Officer%20on%201300%20434%20434%20for%20more%20information
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