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The Death of King Arthur. 

Peter Ackroyd. 

In a time when there were 

damsels in distress to save, and 

mythical dragons to slay, King 

Arthur and his knights of the 

Round Table were there to 

render justice in the face of any 

danger. From the incredible wizardry of Merlin to 

the undeniable passion of Sir Launcelot, these 

tales of Arthur and his knights offer epic 

adventures with the supernatural, as well as 

timeless battles with our humanity.  

825.2 ACK 

 

The True History of Merlin the 

Magician. 

Anne Lawrence-Mathers. 

The historical Merlin was no 

rough magician: he was a 

learned figure from the cutting 

edge of medieval science and 

adept in astrology, cosmology, 

prophecy, and natural magic, as well as being a 

seer and a proto-alchemist. His powers were 

convincingly real—and useful, for they helped to 

add credibility to the "long-lost" history of Britain 

which first revealed them to a European public. 

Merlin’s prophecies reassuringly foretold Britain’s 

path, establishing an ancient ancestral line and 

linking biblical prophecy with more recent times. 

Merlin helped to put British history into world 

history. 

809.933 LAW 

 

The Winter King. 

Bernard Cornwell. 

Uther, the High King, has died, 

leaving the infant Mordred as 

his only heir. His uncle, the 

loyal and gifted warlord 

Arthur, now rules as caretaker 

for a country which has fallen 

into chaos - threats emerge from within the 

British kingdoms while vicious Saxon armies stand 

ready to invade. As he struggles to unite Britain 

and hold back the enemy at the gates, Arthur is 

embroiled in a doomed romance with beautiful 

Guinevere. Will the old-world magic of Merlin be 

enough to turn the tide of war in his favour?  

F CORN 

 

Shalott. 

Felicity Pulman. 

Callie is fascinated by her 

father's virtual reality machine. 

She wonders if she could use it 

to visit Camelot and change its 

history. But as she works on 

her program she is interrupted 

by her sister El and her friend Meg who want to 

be part of the game - they want to be characters 

at Camelot too. In spite of her misgivings, Callie 

finds herself adding the pair and, finally, two boys 

they barely know - Lev the street-kid and Stephen, 

a loud snob. It is all a game that Callie feels is 

getting out of hand, being spoilt by her pushy 

sister. But she has no idea just how out of hand 

this game will get when she is bumped and 

accidentally pushes the button that draws all five 

teens into the machine and back into the very real 

world of Camelot.  

F PULL 

 

American Gods. 

Neil Gaiman. 

Days before his release from 

prison, Shadow's wife, Laura, 

dies in a mysterious car crash. 

Numbly, he makes his way 

back home. On the plane, he 

encounters the enigmatic Mr 

Wednesday, who claims to be a refugee from a 

distant war, a former god and the king of America. 

Together they embark on a profoundly strange 

journey across the heart of the USA, whilst all 

around them a storm of preternatural and epic 

proportions threatens to break.  

F GAIM 
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Beauty. 

Robin McKinley. 

When her father comes 

home with the tale of an 

enchanted castle in the forest 

and the terrible promise he 

had to make to the Beast 

who lives there, Beauty 

knows she must go to the 

castle, a prisoner of her own free will. Her father 

protests that he will not let her go, but she 

answers, "Cannot a Beast be tamed?" Robin 

McKinley's beloved telling illuminates the unusual 

love story of a most unlikely couple, Beauty and 

the Beast.  

F MCKI 

 

The Book of Lost Things. 

John Connolly. 

High in his attic bedroom, 

twelve-year-old David 

mourns the death of his 

mother, with only the books 

on his shelf for company. 

But those books have begun 

to whisper to him in the 

darkness. Angry and alone, he takes refuge in his 

imagination and soon finds that reality and 

fantasy have begun to meld. While his family falls 

apart around him, David is violently propelled into 

a world that is a strange reflection of his own -- 

populated by heroes and monsters and ruled by a 

faded king who keeps his secrets in a mysterious 

book, The Book of Lost Things. 

F CONN 

 

The Penelopiad. 

Margaret Atwood. 

In a splendid contemporary 

twist to the ancient story, 

Margaret Atwood has chosen 

to give the telling of it to 

Penelope and to her twelve 

hanged maids, asking: “What 

led to the hanging of the maids, and what was 

Penelope really up to?” In Atwood’s dazzling, 

playful retelling, the story becomes as wise and 

compassionate as it is haunting, and as wildly 

entertaining as it is disturbing. With wit and verve, 

drawing on the story-telling and poetic talent for 

which she herself is renowned, she gives Penelope 

new life and reality—and sets out to provide an 

answer to an ancient mystery. 

 F ATWO 

 

The Last Unicorn. 

Peter S Beagle. 

She was magical, beautiful 

beyond belief -- and 

completely alone... 

The unicorn had lived since 

before memory in a forest 

where death could touch 

nothing. Maidens who caught 

a glimpse of her glory were blessed by 

enchantment they would never forget. But 

outside her wondrous realm, dark whispers and 

rumours carried a message she could not ignore: 

"Unicorns are gone from the world." Aided by a 

bumbling magician and an indomitable spinster, 

she set out to learn the truth.  

F BEAG 

 

Robin Hood: A mythic 

biography. 

Stephen Knight. 

The only figure in the 

Dictionary of National 

Biography who is said never to 

have existed, Robin Hood has 

taken on an air of reality few 

historical figures achieve. The best way to get at 

the essence of the Robin Hood myth, Knight 

believes, is in terms not of chronological and 

generic progression but of the purposes served by 

heroes. Each of the book's four central chapters 

identifies a particular model of the hero, mythic or 

biographic, that dominated in certain periods and 

in certain genres, and explores their 

interrelations, their implications, and their 

historical and socio-political contexts.  

398.352 ROB 
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A Song of Ice and Fire. 

George R R Martin. 

The struggle for the Iron 

Throne has begun. 

As Warden of the north, Lord 

Eddard Stark counts it a curse 

when King Robert bestows on 

him the office of the Hand. 

His honour weighs him down 

at court where a true man does what he will, not 

what he must … and a dead enemy is a thing of 

beauty. The old gods have no power in the south, 

Stark’s family is split and there is treachery at 

court. Worse, the vengeance-mad heir of the 

deposed Dragon King has grown to maturity in 

exile in the Free Cities. He claims the Iron Throne.  

F MART 

 

Eragon. 

Christopher Paolini. 

When Eragon finds a polished 

blue stone in the forest, he 

thinks it is the lucky discovery 

of a poor farm boy; perhaps it 

will buy his family meat for 

the winter. But when the 

stone brings a dragon 

hatchling, Eragon realizes he has stumbled upon a 

legacy nearly as old as the Empire itself. Overnight 

his simple life is shattered, and he is thrust into a 

perilous new world of destiny, magic, and power. 

With only an ancient sword and the advice of an 

old storyteller for guidance, Eragon and the 

fledgling dragon must navigate the dangerous 

terrain and dark enemies of an Empire ruled by a 

king whose evil knows no bounds. Can Eragon 

take up the mantle of the legendary Dragon 

Riders? The fate of the Empire may rest in his 

hands.  

F PAOL 

 

The Water Horse. 

Dick King-Smith. 

When eight-year-old Kirstie 

and her family go 

beachcombing near their 

home in Scotland, she finds 

something that looks like a 

giant fish egg, which is just 

too interesting to leave on the beach. Surprised to 

find that the egg has hatched, but the newborn is 

unlike anything anyone has seen before. With its 

long neck, head like a horse, skin like a toad's, 

flippers like a turtle, and a tail like a crocodile, her 

brother Angus declares it a monster. Grandfather 

knows better and tells them it's a kelpie, or what 

he calls a water horse. The family keeps the baby 

and names it Crusoe. But as Crusoe grows, he 

becomes a bigger and bigger problem, literally. 

They are forced to find him a new home, away 

from people and boats. They settle on a beautiful 

Loch, now known as Loch Ness.  

F KING  

 

The Loch. 

Steve Alten. 

Incorporating the latest 

research and new evidence, 

that leads to real answers 

concerning the Loch Ness 

monster's identity, bestselling 

author Steve Alten weaves a 

tale of horror about the most publicized and 

controversial creature ever imagined.  

F ALTE 

 

Relativity. 

Albert Einstein. 

According to Einstein himself, 

this book is intended "to give 

an exact insight into the theory 

of Relativity to those readers 

who, from a general scientific 

and philosophical point of 

view, are interested in the theory, but who are 

not conversant with the mathematical apparatus 

of theoretical physics." When he wrote the book 
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in 1916, Einstein's name was scarcely known 

outside the physics institutes. Having just 

completed his masterpiece, The General Theory of 

Relativity, which provided a brand-new theory of 

gravity and promised a new perspective on the 

cosmos as a whole, he set out at once to share his 

excitement with as wide a public as possible in 

this popular and accessible book.  

530.11 EIN 

 

Bob Dylan : alias anything 

you please. 

Ty Silkman. 

Ranging from his first trips to 

London in the early 1960s 

right up to the 2006 Katrina 

concert and the publicity 

surrounding the release of the 

acclaimed Modern Times, this collection of 

images is an extraordinary record of Bob Dylan's 

evolving public persona. As changeable as his 

music, some 200 different views are presented of 

one the greatest cultural icons of the last 50 years. 

This series of rock photography books is compiled 

from the unique archives of Rex Features, 

London’s top picture library for performing arts.  

780.42 DYL 

 

Elvis outback Elvis : the story 

of a festival , its fans and a 

town called Parkes. 

Chris Gibson.  

Where do thousands of people 

in wigs, jumpsuits and fake 

Priscilla eyelashes go each 

January to swelter in 42-degree 

heat as they celebrate The King? Parkes, of course 

- 365 kilometres west of Sydney - for the annual 

Parkes Elvis Festival. But how, and why, did this 

sleepy town get all shook up by Elvis? Written by 

two long-time fans of the festival, Outback Elvis 

introduces the local characters, the lookalikes, the 

impersonators and the tribute artists - and the 

town that made this big hunk o' Elvis love 

possible.  

394.26 CON 

 

Hero : David Bowie  

Lesley Anne Jones 

A unique portrait of the 

globally revered artist and the 

extraordinary, complex man 

behind the legend. 

His music thrilled the 

generation it was written for, 

and has entertained and inspired every 

generation since. Respected music journalist and 

biographer Lesley-Ann Jones knew David Jones 

from the days before fame, when he was a young 

musician starting out, frustrated by an industry 

that wouldn't give him a break and determined to 

succeed. Here she traces the epic journey of the 

boy from Bromley born into a troubled 

background to his place as one of the greatest 

stars in rock history. 

780.42 BOW 

 

Australia's hottest 100 
Surfing Legends. 

Phil Jarrett 

The history of Australian 
surfing has been full of 
pioneers, hooligans, and 
mavericks. This lavishly 
illustrated book, with profiles 
of 100 legends of Australian 

surfing from 'ancient history' (pre-1950s) to the 
current day, features many rare and archival 
images. This is a riveting account of the pioneers 
behind Australian surfing's past, and the mavericks 
who are now moulding its future. 
797.32 JAR 
 

Amazons. 
John Man. 
Since the time of the ancient 
Greeks we have been 
fascinated by accounts of the 
Amazons, an elusive tribe of 
ruthless, hard-fighting, horse-
riding female warriors. Equal 
to men in battle, legend has it 
they would cut off their 
breasts to improve their 

archery skills and routinely killed their boy children 
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to purify their ranks. For centuries these powerful, 
sexually liberated female soldiers were believed to 
be the fantastical invention of Greek myth and 
storytelling; a chimera, frequently the subject of 
choice for artists and poets, reflecting back the 
worst fears of a civilised patriarchy: the 
independent barbarian woman. Until now. 
Following decades of new research and a series of 
groundbreaking archeological discoveries, we now 
know these powerful warrior queens did indeed 
exist. Examining the evidence, John Man travels to 
the grasslands of Central Asia, from the edge of the 
ancient Greek world to the borderlands of China, 
to discover the truth about the warrior women 
mythologised as Amazons. In this deeply 
researched, sweeping historical epic, Man 
redefines our understanding of the Amazons and 
their culture, and examines the significance of their 
legend today.  
939.6 MAN 
 

Snapshots : encounters with 

twentieth century legends. 

Herbert Kretzmer. 

Although perhaps best-

known as an Ivor Novello 

award-winning lyricist 

acclaimed, in particular, for 

his work in adapting Les 

Miserables into English, 

Herbert Kretzmer has also been a journalist of 

note, interviewing and profiling some of the 

biggest names of sport, politics, theatre and 

literature of the twentieth century.   

920 KRE 

 

The Elder Edda / translated 

with an introduction and 

notes by Andy Orchard 

Compiled by an unknown 

scribe in Iceland around 1270, 

and based on sources dating 

centuries earlier, the heroic 

poems of The Elder Edda tell of 

gods and mortals from an ancient era: the giant-

slaying Thor, the doomed Volsung family, the Hell-

ride of Brynhild, and the cruelty of Atli the Hun. 

Eclectic and fragmented, these verses nevertheless 

retain their stark beauty and power to enthrall, 

opening a window on to the thoughts, beliefs and 

hopes of the Vikings and their world. Translated 

from the Old Norse.  

398.248 EDD 

 

Marlene.  

CW Gortner.  

A lush, dramatic biographical 

novel of one of the most 

glamorous and alluring 

legends of Hollywood's golden 

age, Marlene Dietrich--from 

the gender-bending cabarets 

of Weimar Berlin to the lush film studios of 

Hollywood, a sweeping story of passion, glamour, 

ambition, art, and war Hitler and the Nazis rise to 

power, Marlene reveals the inner life of a woman 

of grit, glamour, and ambition who defied 

convention, seduced the world, and forged her 

own path on her own terms.  

F GORT  

 

Aurora : in search of the 

northern lights. 

Melanie Windridge. 

The beautiful aurorae, or 

northern lights, are the stuff 

of legends. The ancient 

stories of the Sami people 

warn that if you mock the 

lights they will seize you, and 

their mythical appeal continues to capture the 

hearts and imagination of people across the globe.  

538.768 WIN 

 

Ninja : 1,000 years of the 
shadow warriors. 

John Man. 
The Ninjas today are the stuff 

of myth and legend in comics, 

film and electronic games. In 

their secrecy, undercover skills 

and determination to survive, 

they were the opposite of the 

overt, self-destructive samurai. In a journey to the 



  

November Guide                                                                                                                  Legends  
 

heartland of the ninjas, John Man takes us from 

their origins over 1,000 years ago, through their 

heyday in the civil wars that ended with Japan's 

unification in 1600. The ninja ethos re-emerged in 

WWII as a counterpart to Japanese militarism. This 

epic story reveals the reality behind one of the 

world's most enduring legends.  

952 MAN 

 

Shadow Spell. 

Nora Roberts 

With the legends and lore of 

Ireland running through his 

blood, falconer Connor 

O'Dwyer is proud to call 

County Mayo home. It's 

where his sister, Branna, lives 

and works, where his cousin, 

Iona, has found true love, and where his childhood 

friends form a circle that can't be broken. A circle 

that is about to be stretched out of shape, by a 

long-awaited kiss. Meara Quinn is Branna's best 

friend, a sister in all but blood. She has the eyes of 

a gypsy and the body of a goddess, things Connor 

has always taken for granted until his brush with 

death propels them into a quick, hot tangle. Plenty 

of women have found their way to Connor's bed, 

but none to his heart until now. 

F ROBE 

 

Test of character : 

confessions of cricket 

legends. 

Jeremy Wilshire 

This is cricket's ultimate 

confession session. Legends 

of the past and present 

weigh into the game's big 

issues, reveal the moments 

that defined them, and take us onto the field and 

into the dressing room. Always candid, often 

evocative and at times controversial, Test of 

Character gives readers an exclusive audience with 

cricket's most revered names. Test of Character 

predominantly features Australians, but includes 

players from other nations and various eras. It 

boasts true legends of the game and also features 

shorter chapters by journalists, umpires and 

cricket-loving celebrities.  

796.358 WIL 

 

Audrey Hepburn: portraits 

of an icon. 

Terence Pepper and Helen 

Trompeleler. 

Two decades after her 

death, Hepburn remains 

one of the most celebrated 

actresses of all time, 

inspiring new generations 

of admirers.  

Here, Hepburn’s career is charted from her early 

years in London as a student of ballet and a 

performer on the West End stage to her 

Hollywood heyday to her final years as a special 

ambassador for the United Nations Children’s 

Fund (UNICEF).  

791.431 HEP 

 

Atlantis : lost lands, 

ancient wisdom. Geoffrey 

Ashe.   

Atlantis, the island 

continent that vanished 

under the sea, is one of the 

most haunting themes of 

legend. It has preoccupied 

thinkers for more than two 

thousand years, from Plato to Rudolf Steiner. 

Pre-historians have seen Atlantis as the 

fountain-head of all civilisation; mystics have 

had revelations about it.  

398.234 ASH  

 

Bearing Witness : the 

remarkable life of Charles 

Bean, Australia's greatest 

war correspondent.  

Peter Rees. 

Charles Bean was 

Australia's greatest and 

most famous war 
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correspondent. He is the man who told Australia 

about the horrors of Gallipoli and the Western 

Front. He is the man who created the Anzac 

legend. He is the man who was absolutely 

central to the creation of this country's most 

important cultural institution, the Australian 

War Memorial. Yet we know so little about the 

real man. Bean was not just a key figure in the 

telling of Australia's military history but also in 

the shaping of the emerging Australian identity 

in the years after Federation.  

070.43 BEA 

 

Blindsided. 

Michael Lynagh with Mark 

Eglinton.  

A rugby great confronts his 

greatest challenge. It's the 

unthinkable - to be 

blindsided by a life-

threatening illness in the 

prime of life, with no prior 

warning. He was just forty-eight years old and a 

father of three young boys. Everything about his 

life and how he viewed it was about to change. 

What followed is an inspiring story of recovery, 

rehabilitation and remembering. Blindsided is a 

life-affirming memoir about luck, family, mates 

and rugby; and a timely reminder of how you play 

the game of life, as much as rugby, matters ...even 

if you happen to be a Wallaby legend. Michael 

Lynagh won 72 Test caps and retired from 

international rugby in 1995 with a world record 

911 points scored - a number that remains an 

Australian record.  

796.333 LYN 

 

Edward Koiki Mabo 

Eddie Mabo and Noel Loos. 

Here, largely in his own 
words, is the incredible 
story of Edward Koiki Mabo, 
from his childhood on the 
Island of Mer through to his 
struggle within the union 
cause and the black rights 
movement.  Tragically, 

Mabo died just months before the historic High 
Court native-title decision that destroyed forever 
the concept of terra nullius. 
395.89915/MAB 
 

Lasseter’s Gold. 
Warren Brown. 
Is there a field of gold lying 
in the Australian outback, 
where nuggets are ‘as thick 
as plums in a pudding’? 
When Harold Bell Lasseter 
disappeared it could have 
been the end of a mystery 
that began the day he 
staggered out of the desert 

at the turn of the 20th century, almost dead, his 
pockets bulging with gold, claiming to have found 
a 15 kilometre gold reef. It was mystery that 
deepened when he and a surveyor returned to the 
isolated and mysterious Petermann Ranges where 
the reef was supposed to be located - and couldn’t 
find it. It became legendary when the largest inland 
expedition since Burke and Wills was launched and, 
like Burke and Wills, was doomed because the 
partners only had one thing in common: greed.  
919.42 BRO 
 

His Day is Done, A Nelson 
Mandela tribute. 
Maya Angelou. 

Angelou honours the life 

and remarkable soul of 

Nelson Mandela, former 

president of South Africa 

and Nobel laureate and 

delivers an authentically 

heartfelt and elegant 

tribute to Mandela, who 

stood as David to the mighty Goliath of Apartheid 

and who, after twenty-seven years of unjust 

imprisonment on the notorious Robben Island, 

emerged with “His stupendous heart intact / His 

gargantuan will / Hale and hearty” to lead his 

people into a new era. This poignant work of 

gratitude and remembrance offers condolences to 

the resilient people of South Africa on the loss of 

their beloved “Madiba” and celebrates a man like 

no other, whose life and work changed the world.  

811 ANG 
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