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Exhibitions 

In 2017/18 Manly Art Gallery & Museum again showcased many forms of contemporary art 
practice through its 15 exhibitions, and all but three were curated by Gallery staff. As discussed in 
our Annual Forward Plan with Create NSW, youth and men continue to be the target demographic 
groups that we wish to see increase in gallery attendances, so we have continued with our Pop 
culture series of exhibitions and designed the 3 Boats and Frank Hurley exhibitions largely with a 
male audience in mind. 

The largest exhibition of the year was The North Head Project, the combined efforts of ten artists 
responding to the cultural, historical and ecological significance of that site. This was the second in 
the series of local environment study, following Kuring-gai pH in 2017 and it will be followed by 
Manly Dam next year. In all exhibitions, the artists are accommodated at the sites and are lectured 
by rangers and others on their ecological and historical aspects. We are grateful for the 
considerable contribution of the Q Station towards this exhibition and to Council’s Waste 
Department for its continued financial support of the series.  

Solo artist exhibitions were Salvatore Zofrea’s Wildflowers woodcuts; Belinda Fox and Neville 
French’s ceramics and paintings related to the issue of refugees; Nettie Lodge’s book illustrations 
for The rime of the ancient mariner; Martine Emdur’s underwater paintings; Shaofay Derz’s desert 
photographs and sculpture; and Frank Hurley’s Sydney photographs. Group exhibitions were 
Express Yourself, the annual show of Northern Beaches HSC students’ works; Land, selected 
Northern Beaches artists responding to their local environment; and Aura, the works of ten graphic 
artists, some of whom used video and sculpture to blend their works into new areas. This show 
was later toured to Wagga Wagga Regional Gallery and to the Drill Hall Gallery at the ANU. 

The travelling exhibitions were the pop culture Phantom Show, curated by Peter Kingston; Gerry 
Wedd’s 40 year career in ceramics from the Jam Factory in Adelaide; and 1,000 journeys, the 
Helen Read collection of indigenous art from the Northern Territory and the Kimberleys in WA. 

All exhibitions were complemented by artists’ talks, workshops and children’s programs. 

The 24th annual Manly Arts Festival saw some 70 visual arts and music events spread throughout 
the Northern Beaches and it attracted 12,000 attendances. Highlights included the tenth Sydney 
Chamber Music Festival, The Sandy Shores concert and The Big Draw. 

  
Acquisitions 

45 objects were added to MAG&M’s permanent collection during this year. 
 
Paintings  

• Grace Cossington-Smith, Doorway (1966), Gift of Georgina Brett (Cultural Gifts Program) 

• Herbert Badham, Moorings at Pittwater (1949), Gift of Paul Taylor (Cultural Gifts Program) 

• Herbert Badham, Avalon Beach (1949), Purchase: Theo Batten Bequest 

• Hobie Porter, In memory of the torches I never witnessed (2017), Gift of MAG&M Society 

• Harold Greenhill, Crane & Notre Dame (1950), Gift of Manly Hospital from an original 
bequest of the Violet Butler Estate 2013 

• Jesse Hilder, Album of 24 painting postcards (1898 – 1905), Anonymous gift (Cultural Gifts 
Program) 

 

 



Ceramics 

Dorothy Juknaitis (2 works); Andrew Cope (1); Sandy Lockwood (2); Lex Dickson (1); Hiroe Swen 
(2); Janet Mansfield (1); Peter Rushforth (2); Jeff Minchin (1); Diogenes Farri (1);  Robert Barron 
(1); Shigeo Shiga (1); Reg Preston (1), all from the collection of the late Dorothy Juknaitis. 

 

Photographs 

• 11 Manly photographs, Gift of Anne Mairec 

• John Ogden, 3 photographs, Purchase 

• Louise Whelan, 7 photographs by Louise, Purchase.   

Documents 

• Jubilee Booklet of Manly (1927), Gift of Fae Monnis 

• Sydney by Ferry & Foot (1983), Gift of Terry Lennox      

Following the Councils’ amalgamation, the care of the Warringah Art Collection has become a 
responsibility of MAG&M. This collection has developed largely as the result of the Warringah Art 
Prize and most of it is on display through Councll offices and community centres. Its database will 
be updated soon and once all works have been sighted and any necessary restoration is 
completed, the works will be rotated in displays throughout Council offices. 

 
Income (as at 28/6/2018) 

Income for the year totalled $163,822 and included $50,000 from the Triennial Operational grant 
from Create NSW; $59,876 from retail sales; $19,023 from commission on art sales; $11,074 from 
public programs and $6,011 from donations.  

 
Building developments 

In July, Breakspear Architects of Manly were appointed to create the Masterplan for the gallery 
site. They have met with Gallery, Property and Facilities staff to hear of their desires and priorities 
for the building and will present initial drawings to Council in November. All elements of the design 
will be staged. Following Council approval of the final plans, funds will be sought from subsequent 
budgets and from available grants. 

 

 

Michael Hedger, Director MAG&M 

2 August 2018   


