
 
 

14/08/2017 Ref 2017/284339 1 

BOOK CLUB 

Book club kits held at Manly Library 
 
Manly – to be collected from and returned to Manly Library.   

Phone 9976 1747 to have your chosen kit set aside for up to one week. 
 

Dee Why, Warringah Mall, Forestville & Glen Street – to be collected from and returned to any of 

these four libraries.  Click to see if available now and phone 9942 7999 to have your chosen kit set 

aside for up to one week.  
 

Mona Vale – to be collected from and returned to Mona Vale Library.   

Phone 9970 1600 to have an available kit set aside for up to one week. 
 

Birdsong 
Sebastian Faulks 

HISTORICAL FICTION 

483pp; Pub 1993  Check availability 

 
 

 
Set mostly in France spanning the years before and during the 
First World War it captures the drama and destruction of that 
era as it tells the story of Stephen, a young Englishman who is 
impelled through a series of extreme experiences, from a 
traumatic clandestine love affair which rips apart the bourgeois 
French family he lives with, through grim insanity of the Great 
War. 

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 

 

Book thief, The 
Markus Zusak 

HISTORICAL FICTION 
AUSTRALIAN AUTHOR 

552pp; Pub 2005  
 

Check availability 

 
 

When nine-year-old Liesel arrives outside the box-like house of 
her new foster parents, she refuses to get out of the car. Liesel 
has been separated from her parents - 'Kommunists' - for ever. 
In the care of the Hubermans, Liesel befriends Rudy Steiner 
and together they steal books - from Nazi book burning piles, 
from the mayor's library and from the rich people. In time, the 
family hide a Jewish boxer, Max, who reads with Liesel in the 
basement. By 1943, the Allied bombs are falling, and the sirens 
begin to wail. Liesel shares out her books in the airraid shelters. 
But one day the wail of the sirens comes too late ...   

 
Mona Vale 

ph 9970 1616 
 

Manly 
Ph 9976 1747 

 
 

 

Burial rites 
Hannah Kent 

HISTORICAL FICTION 

338pp; Pub 2013 Check availability 

 

 
Northern Iceland, 1829. A woman condemned to death for 
murdering her lover. A family forced to take her in. A priest 
tasked with absolving her. But all is not as they had assumed, 
and time is running out - winter is coming and with it the 
execution date. Only she can know the truth. 

Dee Why 
Warringah Mall 

Forestville 
Glen Street 

 

Mona Vale 
ph 9970 1616 

 

Manly 
Ph 9976 1747 

 

http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/Xburial+rites&SORT=R&searchscope=8/Xburial+rites&SORT=R&searchscope=8&SUBKEY=burial+rites/1%2C12%2C12%2CB/frameset&FF=Xburial+rites&SORT=R&searchscope=8&3%2C3%2C
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/Xburial+rites&SORT=R&searchscope=8/Xburial+rites&SORT=R&searchscope=8&SUBKEY=burial+rites/1%2C12%2C12%2CB/frameset&FF=Xburial+rites&SORT=R&searchscope=8&3%2C3%2C
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/Xburial+rites&SORT=R&searchscope=8/Xburial+rites&SORT=R&searchscope=8&SUBKEY=burial+rites/1%2C12%2C12%2CB/frameset&FF=Xburial+rites&SORT=R&searchscope=8&3%2C3%2C
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/Xburial+rites&SORT=R&searchscope=8/Xburial+rites&SORT=R&searchscope=8&SUBKEY=burial+rites/1%2C12%2C12%2CB/frameset&FF=Xburial+rites&SORT=R&searchscope=8&3%2C3%2C
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Cloud atlast 
David Mitchell 

SCIENCE FICTION 
HISTORICAL FICTION 

483pp; Pub 2004  Check availability 

 

Cloud Atlas begins in 1850 with Adam Ewing, an American 
voyaging from the Chatham Isles to his home in California. 
Abruptly, the action jumps to Belgium in 1931, where Robert 
Frobisher, a disinherited bisexual composer, contrives his way 
into the household of an infirm maestro who has a beguiling 
wife and a nubile daughter... From there we jump to the West 
Coast in the 1970s and a troubled reporter who stumbles upon 
a web of corporate greed and murder ...   And onward to an 
inglorious present-day England; to a Korean superstate of the 
near future where neocapitalism has run amok; and, finally, to a 
postapocalyptic Iron Age Hawaii in the last days of history. 

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 

 

Distant hours, The 
Kate Morton 

HISTORICAL FICTION 
MYSTERY 

603pp; Pub 2010  Check availability 

 

A long lost letter arrives in the post and Edie Burchill finds 
herself on a journey to Milderhurst Castle, a great but 
mouldering old house, where the Blythe spinsters live and 
where her mother was billeted 50 years before as a 13 year old 
child during WWII. The elder Blythe sisters are twins and have 
spent most of their lives looking after the third and youngest 
sister, Juniper, who hasn’t been the same since her fiance jilted 
her in 1941.  Inside the decaying castle, Edie begins to unravel 
her mother’s past. 

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 

 

Family secrets 
Liz Byrski 

CONTEMPORARY 
AUSTRALIAN 

416pp; Pub 2014   Check availability 

 

 
When patriarch Gerald Hawkins passes away in his Tasmanian 
home, after ten years of serious illness, his family experience a 
wave of grief and, admittedly, a surge of relief. Gerald's 
dominating personality has loomed large over his wife, Connie, 
their children. As the family adjusts to life after Gerald, they 
could not be more splintered. But there are surprises in store 
and secrets to unravel. 

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 

 

Garden of evening mists, The 
Twan Eng Tan 

HISTORICAL FICTION 

335pp; Pub 2012  Check availability 

 

 
 

 

Malaya, 1951. Yun Ling Teoh, the scarred lone survivor of a 
brutal Japanese wartime camp, seeks solace among the jungle-
fringed tea plantations of Cameron Highlands. There she 
discovers Yugiri, the only Japanese garden in Malaya, and its 
creator, the enigmatic Aritomo, exiled former gardener of the 
emperor of Japan. Despite her hatred of the Japanese, Yun 
Ling seeks to engage Aritomo to create a garden in memory of 
her sister, who died in the camp. Aritomo refuses but agrees to 
accept Yun Ling as his apprentice "until the monsoon comes." 
Then she can design a garden for herself. 

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 
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Gone girl 
Gillian Flynn 

MYSTERY 
SUSPENSE / THRILLER 

475pp; Pub 2012  
 

Check availability 

 

 
Who are you? What have we done to each other? These are 
the questions Nick Dunne finds himself asking on the morning 
of his fifth wedding anniversary, when his wife Amy suddenly 
disappears. The police suspect Nick. Amy's friends reveal that 
she was afraid of him, that she kept secrets from him. He 
swears it isn't true. A police examination of his computer shows 
strange searches. He says they weren't made by him. And then 
there are the persistent calls on his mobile phone. So what 
really did happen to Nick's beautiful wife? 

Dee Why 
Warringah Mall 

Forestville 
Glen Street 

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 

 

Great Gatsby, The 
F Scott Fitzgerald 

CLASSIC 

270pp; Orig Pub 1926  Check availability 

 
 

 
F. Scott Fitzgerald's third book stands as the supreme 
achievement of his career. This exemplary novel of the Jazz 
Age has been acclaimed by generations of readers. The story of 
the fabulously wealthy Jay Gatsby and his love for the beautiful 
Daisy Buchanan, of lavish parties on Long Island at a time when 
The New York Times noted "gin was the national drink and sex 
the national obsession," it is an exquisitely crafted tale of 
America in the 1920s. The Great Gatsby is one of the great 
classics of twentieth-century literature. 

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 

 

Harp in the south, The 
Ruth Park 

HISTORICAL FICTION 
AUSTRALIAN 

CLASSIC 

251pp; Orig. Pub 1948  Check availability 

 
 

 
Since it was first published in 1948, this compassionate novel 
has become a favourite with generations of Australian readers.  
The Harp in the South is a nostalgic and moving portrait of the 
eventful family life of the Darcys of Number Twelve-and-a-Half 
Plymouth Street in Surry Hills, a Sydney slum. There grow the 
bitter-sweet first and last loves of Roie Darcy, who becomes a 
woman too quickly amid the brothels and the razor gangs, the 
tenements and the sly-grog shops.  

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 

 

How to be free 
Tom Hodgkinson 

NON FICTION 

352pp; Pub 2007 Check 
availability 

  

 
Have you ever wondered why you bother to go to work? Why 
so much of consumer culture is crap? Whether there might be a 
better, freer, happier way to live our lives? If so, this book is for 
you. 

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 

http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tgone+girl/tgone+girl/1%2C4%2C7%2CB/frameset&FF=tgone+girl+bookclub+collection&1%2C%2C2/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tgone+girl/tgone+girl/1%2C4%2C7%2CB/frameset&FF=tgone+girl+bookclub+collection&1%2C%2C2/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tgone+girl/tgone+girl/1%2C4%2C7%2CB/frameset&FF=tgone+girl+bookclub+collection&1%2C%2C2/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tgone+girl/tgone+girl/1%2C4%2C7%2CB/frameset&FF=tgone+girl+bookclub+collection&1%2C%2C2/indexsort=-
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Margaret Thatcher school of beauty, The 
Marsha Mehran 

CONTEMPORARY 

300pp; Pub 2013 Check 
availability 

 

 

Set in Buenos Aires during the Falklands War, this is the story 
of a group of displaced Iranian refugees living in a decaying 
Beaux Arts building in the city centre.  The inhabitants of the 
building form an eclectic community: a sick ex-prisoner and 
his daughter, a promising medical student; a timid 
hairdresser; a newlywed couple with a dark past; a young 
revolutionary; an eccentric pilgrim of Mecca; and at the heart 
of the group Zadi Heirati, a single mother struggling to make 
ends meet at the beauty salon she operates from her 
apartment. Drawn together by a revolution in their homeland, 
they begin to find solace in weekly poetry meetings 

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 

 

Ocean at the end of the lane, The 
Neil Gaiman 

MAGICAL REALISM 
CONTEMPORARY 

pp; Pub 2013 
 

Check availability 

 

Sussex, England. A middle-aged man returns to his childhood 
home to attend a funeral. Although the house he lived in is 
long gone, he is drawn to the farm at the end of the road, 
where, when he was seven, he encountered a remarkable girl, 
Lettie Hempstock ...  Forty years earlier, a man committed 
suicide in a stolen car at this farm at the end of the road. His 
death lit a touchpaper and resonated in unimaginable ways. 
The darkness was unleashed, something scary and thoroughly 
incomprehensible to a little boy. And Lettie—magical, 
comforting, wise beyond her years—promised to protect him, 
no matter what. 

Dee Why 
Warringah Mall 

Forestville 
Glen Street 

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 

 

Olive Kitteridge 
Elizabeth Strout 

CONTEMPORARY 

270pp; Pub 2008 
 

Check availability 

 

 
Olive Kitteridge: indomitable, compassionate and often 
unpredictable. A retired schoolteacher in a small coastal town 
in Maine, as she grows older she struggles to make sense of 
the changes in her life. She is a woman who sees into the 
hearts of those around her, their triumphs and tragedies. 

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 

 

Paris wife, The 
Paula McLain 

HISTORICAL FICTION 

392pp; Pub 2011 Check availability 

 

 
Chicago, 1920: Hadley Richardson is a shy twenty-eight-year-
old who has all but given up on love and happiness when she 
meets Ernest Hemingway and is captivated by his energy, 
intensity and burning ambition to write. After a whirlwind 
courtship and wedding, the pair set sail for France. But 
glamorous Jazz Age Paris, full of artists and writers, fuelled by 
alcohol and gossip, is no place for family life and fidelity. 

Dee Why 
Warringah Mall 

Forestville 
Glen Street 

 

Mona Vale 
ph 9970 1616 

 

Manly 
Ph 9976 1747 

http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tocean+at+the+end+of+the+lane/tocean+at+the+end+of+the+lane/1%2C2%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tocean+at+the+end+of+the+lane+bookclub+collection&1%2C1%2C/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tocean+at+the+end+of+the+lane/tocean+at+the+end+of+the+lane/1%2C2%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tocean+at+the+end+of+the+lane+bookclub+collection&1%2C1%2C/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tocean+at+the+end+of+the+lane/tocean+at+the+end+of+the+lane/1%2C2%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tocean+at+the+end+of+the+lane+bookclub+collection&1%2C1%2C/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tocean+at+the+end+of+the+lane/tocean+at+the+end+of+the+lane/1%2C2%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tocean+at+the+end+of+the+lane+bookclub+collection&1%2C1%2C/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tthe+paris+wife/tparis+wife/1%2C2%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparis+wife+bookclub+collection&2%2C%2C3/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tthe+paris+wife/tparis+wife/1%2C2%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparis+wife+bookclub+collection&2%2C%2C3/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tthe+paris+wife/tparis+wife/1%2C2%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparis+wife+bookclub+collection&2%2C%2C3/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tthe+paris+wife/tparis+wife/1%2C2%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparis+wife+bookclub+collection&2%2C%2C3/indexsort=-
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Picnic at Hanging Rock 
Joan Lindsay 

MYSTERY 
CLASSIC 

HISTORICAL FICTION 
AUSTRALIAN 

189pp; Orig Pub 1967 
 

Check availability 

 

 

It was a cloudless summer day in the year nineteen hundred.   
Everyone at Appleyard College for Young Ladies agreed it 
was just right for a picnic at Hanging Rock. After lunch, a 
group of three of the girls climbed into the blaze of the 
afternoon sun, pressing on through the scrub into the shadows 
of Hanging Rock. Further, higher, till at last they 
disappeared.   They never returned. 

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 

 

Silver linings playbook, The 
Matthew Quick 

CONTEMPORARY 

289pp; Orig Pub 2009 Check availability 

 

 
Pat Peoples knows that life doesn't always go according to 
plan, but he's determined to get his back on track. After a stint 
in a psychiatric hospital, Pat is staying with his parents and 
trying to live according to his new philosophy: get fit, be nice 
and always look for the silver lining. Most importantly, Pat is 
determined to be reconciled with his wife Nikki. Pat's parents 
just want to protect him so he can get back on his feet, but 
when Pat befriends the mysterious Tiffany, the secrets they've 
been keeping from him threaten to come out. 

Dee Why 
Warringah Mall 

Forestville 
Glen Street 

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 

 

Still Alice 
Lisa Genova 

CONTEMPORARY 

292pp; Pub 2007 
 

Check availability 

 

 
Alice Howland is proud of the life she worked so hard to build. 
At fifty years old, she’s a cognitive psychology professor at 
Harvard and a world-renowned expert in linguistics with a 
successful husband and three grown children. When she 
becomes increasingly disoriented and forgetful, a tragic 
diagnosis changes her life--and her relationship with her family 
and the world--forever. 

Dee Why 
Warringah Mall 

Forestville 
Glen Street 

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 

 

To kill a mockingbird 
Harper Lee 

CLASSIC 

Pulitzer Prize winner 1961 
324pp; Orig Pub 1960  

 
Check 

availability 

 

'Shoot all the Bluejays you want, if you can hit 'em, but 
remember it's a sin to kill a Mockingbird.' Lawyer Atticus Finch 
gives this advice to his children as he defends the real mocking-
bird of Harper Lee's classic novel - a black man charged with the 
rape of a white girl. Through the young eyes of Scout and Jem 
Finch, Lee explores with exuberant humour the irrationality of 
adult attitudes to race and class in the Deep South of the 1930s. 
The conscience of a town steeped in prejudice, violence and 
hypocrisy is pricked by the stamina of one man's struggle for 
justice. But the weight of history will only tolerate so much... 

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 

http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tthe+paris+wife/tparis+wife/1%2C2%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparis+wife+bookclub+collection&2%2C%2C3/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tthe+paris+wife/tparis+wife/1%2C2%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparis+wife+bookclub+collection&2%2C%2C3/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tthe+paris+wife/tparis+wife/1%2C2%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparis+wife+bookclub+collection&2%2C%2C3/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tthe+paris+wife/tparis+wife/1%2C2%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=tparis+wife+bookclub+collection&2%2C%2C3/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tstill+alice/tstill+alice/1%2C4%2C7%2CB/frameset&FF=tstill+alice+bookclub+collection+what+if+you+were+to+lose+every+memory+you+ever+had&1%2C1%2C/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tstill+alice/tstill+alice/1%2C4%2C7%2CB/frameset&FF=tstill+alice+bookclub+collection+what+if+you+were+to+lose+every+memory+you+ever+had&1%2C1%2C/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tstill+alice/tstill+alice/1%2C4%2C7%2CB/frameset&FF=tstill+alice+bookclub+collection+what+if+you+were+to+lose+every+memory+you+ever+had&1%2C1%2C/indexsort=-
http://webopac.wls.nsw.gov.au/search~S8?/tstill+alice/tstill+alice/1%2C4%2C7%2CB/frameset&FF=tstill+alice+bookclub+collection+what+if+you+were+to+lose+every+memory+you+ever+had&1%2C1%2C/indexsort=-
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White tiger, The 
Aravind Adiga 

CONTEMPORARY 

Winner of the Man Booker Prize for 2008 
321pp; Pub  

 
Check 

availability 

 

 
The white tiger of this novel is Balram Halwai, a poor Indian 
villager whose great ambition leads him to the zenith of Indian 
business culture, the world of the Bangalore entrepreneur. On 
the occasion of the president of China’s impending trip to 
Bangalore, Balram writes a letter to him describing his 
transformation and his experience as driver and servant to a 
wealthy Indian family, which he thinks exemplifies the 
contradictions and complications of Indian society. 

 
Manly 

Ph 9976 1747 

 

Wild:  A journey from lost to found 
Cheryl Strayed 

MEMOIR / BIOGRAPHY 

315pp; Pub 2012  

 
Check 

availability 

 

 

At twenty-six, Cheryl Strayed thought she had lost everything. In 
the wake of her mother's rapid death from cancer, her family 
disbanded and her marriage crumbled. With nothing to lose, she 
made the most impulsive decision of her life: to walk eleven-
hundred miles of the west coast of America - from the Mojave 
Desert, through California and Oregon, and into Washington 
state - and to do it alone. She had no experience of long-
distance hiking and the journey was nothing more than a line on 
a map. But it held a promise - a promise of piecing together a life 
that lay in ruins at her feet.  

 
Mona Vale 

ph 9970 1616 
 

Manly 
Ph 9976 1747 

 


