


Art from the Vault: Artists 
Abroad & Recent Acquisitions 
28 Jun -21 Jul 

Two diverse exhibitions provide insights 

into the stories and scope of MAG&M 's 

permanent collection. Artists Abroad 

explores the notion of European travel by 

Australian artists over the past century. 

Recent Acquisitions highlights selected 

acquisitions from the past 10 years. Each 

work has a unique story about how and why 

it was acquired, and the support provided by 

the MAG&M Society, Theo Batten Bequest, 

Northern Beaches Council, Australian 

Government's Cultural Gifts Program, and 

the artists and donors. 

Image detail: Will Ashton, Notre Dame, 

1922. MAG&M collection, gift of Antonio 

Dattilo Rubbo 1954 

Wendy Sharpe: Wanderlust 

6 Sep -20 Oct 

Specially curated for MAG&M by the artist, 

this new iteration of Wendy Sharpe's 

travelling exhibition, Wanderlust, evokes 

experiences of the artist's world travels 

and reflections upon her time growing up 

on the Northern Beaches. Her globetrotting 

explorations over the past 10 years are 

portrayed in a wide range of paintings, 

works on paper and artist books. Through 

travel, Sharpe seeks to encounter what is 

new and unknown to her, and to discover 

her own identity and place in the world. 

Image detail: Courtesy Wendy Sharpe, 

Mexico 

From the Ground Up 
25 Oct - 1 Dec 

An exhibition by the graduating students 

of the Advanced Diploma in Visual Arts 

(Ceramics) at NSI TAFE Northern Beaches, 

showcasing the artists' journeys to achieve 

excellence in their ceramic practices. 

This exhibition also demonstrates 

MAG&M's commitment to supporting 

regional artists and the importance of 

ceramics to the visual arts industry. 

Image detail: Sue Buckle, 

Life cycle - lotus, 2019 

Stu Spence: 
Unclear, Becoming Clearer 

26 Jul -20 Oct 

Stu Spence's photographs are oblique 

observations of fleeting moments. 

Ambiguous in meaning, they wait for 

interpretation and narrative. He is a 

photographic artist not afraid of 'blur 'or 

'grain', or the breaking of conventions of 

composition. This exhibition illustrates 

the storytelling possibilities of the 

photographic medium with original 

interpretations from writers, poets and 

some of Australia's most celebrated 

songwriters, all inspired by a Stu Spence 

image. Curated by Ross Heathcote. 

Image detail: Stu Spence, 

Come on, Take my hand, 2007 

Mick Glasheen - Garigal 
Country: Drawing on the Land 

6 Sep -20 Oct 

Mick Glasheen has been a pioneering 

force in the fields of experimental film 

and interactive media. For the past 25 

years, Glasheen has lived on the Northern 

Beaches, drawing and painting the 

Hawkesbury sandstone landscape of 

Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park, with 

a vision of creating art that becomes an 

immersive 360 degree experience. This 

has now been realised in large-scale scroll 

drawings of major Gari gal rock engraving 

sites through to their transformed state in 

3D virtual reality. 

Image detail: Mick Glasheen, 

Ceremonial Site at Dawn 

Manly Dam Project 
6 Dec 2019 - 23 Feb 2020 

Manly Warringah War Memorial Park, 

known as Manly Dam, has a unique 

biodiversity and is a place of recreation 

and science. In collaboration with the 

Water Research Laboratory (WRL), 

a facility of the School of Civil and 

Environmental Engineering at UNSW, 

MAG&M presents the work of eight 

contemporary artists who have responded 

to the site and to issues around coastal, 

esturine and wetland water management 

and restoration. Curated by Katherine 

Roberts and Professor Ian Turner. 

Image detail: Artists at Manly Dam, 

26 March 2019 

Charlie Sheard: 
Absolute Abstraction 

26 Jul -1 Sep 

Charlie Sheard is one of Sydney's most 

respected abstract painters who has spent 

the last 35 years developing a language 

of pure abstract forms. His practice is 

deeply concerned with the history and 

development of techniques and materials, 

and his large paintings reflect his wide 

ranging interest in European, Chinese 

and Australian cultural history. Sheard is 

represented in Sydney by May Space. 

Image detail: Charlie Sheard, 

Poem 5, 2017-2018 

From the SMH Archive 

25 Oct-1 Dec 

Council recently purchased over 3,500 

documentary photographs related to 

the Northern Beaches from the Sydney 

Morning Herald archive which had 

turned up in a private collection in the 

USA. MAG&M's curator, Council's Local 

Studies Librarian and volunteers have 

selected around 80 images which provide 

fascinating glimpses into our recent past. 

Image detail: New Surfrider Hotel, 

Dee Why Beach (rooftop pool), 1976 

Creative Learning 

MAG&M and MAG&M Society offer a 

range of creative learning experiences 

to immerse yourself. Be part of this vibrant 

and creative cultural hub of the Northern 

Beaches. There's always something 

happening at MAG&M, with regular artist 

talks, workshops, Life Drawing Studio, 

performances, Kids Art Adventures and 

School Holiday Creative Workshops. 

In addition, this season there are some 

very special partner events including 

the Manly Arts Festival. 

Image: Masterclass with Ken Done, 2019 

Louise Whelan: A Portal in 

Transition, The Accidental Archive 
26Jul -1 Sep 

Distinguished and prolific photographer, 

Louise Whelan, is known for her honest 

portrayal of outsider communities and 

cultures. This exhibition brings together her 

powerful series of images documenting the 

Portside DIY Skate Space on the Northern 

Beaches through photographs, sound and 

bio art installations. Louise's intrigue of 

this site is its continual transformation, 

its inhabitants, its duality of uses and the 

idea that place and identity are inextricably 

bound to one another. 

Image detail: Louise Whelan, 

Portside DIY Skate Space 1 

Home Affairs 

25 Oct-1 Dec 

Selected works by members of MAG&M 

Society and artists from across the 

Northern Beaches who have drawn 

inspiration from the theme of 'home': 

homeland, homecoming, home-base, 

homing, homeless, homebody, home

guard, home loan, home baked, home 

affairs. The exhibition includes a diversity 

of media from sculpture and installation 

to painting and photomedia. Presented 

in conjunction with MAG&M Society and 

curated by Katherine Roberts. 

Image detail: Grace Cossington Smith, 

Doorway, 1966. MAG&M collection, gift of 

Georgina Brett in memory of her parents 

Where we are 

MAG&M is a three minute walk from Manly 

Wharf west along Manly Cove on Sydney 

Harbour. Manly Art Gallery & Museum 

is a cultural facility of Northern Beaches 

Council and part of a network of 40 

regional public galleries throughout NSW. 

northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au 


