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History 

Each year up to 20 Northern Beaches 
High School students who are studying 
Japanese in Year 8 or above, are given 
the opportunity to improve their Japanese 
language skills and learn first-hand about 
Japanese culture travelling to Odawara, 
Japan in September for 10 days. 

Odawara students studying English 
are given the opportunity to improve 
their English language skills and learn 
first hand about Australia and Northern 
Beaches visiting in July for 10 days. 

Northern Beaches students are paired 
with an Odawara student throughout the 
program, each providing reciprocal homestay 
accommodation during their visits. 

If Odawara students and their families 
are unable to provide homestay 
accommodation for all or some of the 
visit, Northern Beaches students are 
housed with a volunteer family, usually 
from a previous year’s exchange. 

The Exchange is primarily staffed by Northern 
Beaches Council Youth Development 
Officer and volunteer Chaperones. 

Students who have participated in the 
exchange for the past 30 years have found 
the experience a wonderful, rewarding 
and life changing experience. Previous 
exchange students and their families 
have commented that participation in the 
exchange has had a positive effect on their 
overall development, a major influence 
on their career path and formed lifelong 
domestic and international friendships.

Former Manly Council and Odawara City Council formed 
a Friendship City relationship in 1990. Since that time, 
former Manly Council and now Northern Beaches Council 
have participated in a reciprocal language and cultural 
Student Exchange with Odawara City Council in Japan. 

The objective of the program is to:

• Provide students the unique 
opportunity to improve their Japanese 
language skills and learn firsthand 
about Japanese Culture. 

• Provide students with a unique 
educational and cultural experience. 

• Promote friendship between young 
people and their families from 
different cultures and cities.

• Provide students the opportunity 
to increase in social skills, self-
confidence, responsibility, 
independence and resilience. 
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Exchange information

• Application forms are available online at Northern Beaches Council 
Website. 

• Students are required to submit completed applications to their  
High School Japanese Language Teacher for final assessment. 

• Teachers will then forward application forms to Northern Beaches 
Council Youth Development Officer along with their assessment. 

• Applications for Northern Beaches and Odawara Student Exchange 
program close at 5pm Wednesday 13 May 2020. 

• After the close of applications, students and their parents  
will be contacted by telephone to arrange an interview time. 

• Interviews for students and their parents will be held on  
Saturday 23 May at Dee Why Civic Centre. 

• Note that due to the demand for this program, not all students  
who apply are able to take part.

The following eligibility criteria must be met by students  
wishing to participate in the Exchange program: 

Eligibility Criteria Application and Interviews

Students and their families must agree to: 

• Payment of approximately $2,450 which covers return airfares, 
airport transfers, group travel insurance, uniform top, homestay 
accommodation, most meals, activities and sightseeing in Japan  
and some activities on the Itinerary during Odawara visit. 

• Provide safe and appropriate homestay accommodation and a 
secure home environment for the Odawara student in their care. 

• Provide appropriate meals for Odawara students stay. 

• Do their utmost to ensure the Odawara student is not exposed to 
harm and is made to feel welcomed by their homestay family. 

• Be aware at all times of the Odawara students’ whereabouts whilst 
in our care, preferably in the care of a responsible adult at all times. 

• All members of the household over 18 years of age will need to 
complete Volunteer Working with Children Checks.

Resident of Northern 
Beaches Local 
Government Area.

In Year 8 or above 
studying Japanese 
Language at the date 
of application 

Hold a current 
Australian Passport 
with 6 months 
validity or eligible to 
apply for passport. 

Orientation and Information Nights 

Successful students are required to attend seven Group Orientation 
Sessions to prepare them for the Exchange held at Warringah  
Mall Library in Brookvale on the following Wednesday afternoons  
from 4:30 – 6:00pm: 

• Wednesday 17 June

• Wednesday 24 June

• Wednesday 1 July

• Wednesday 19 August

• Wednesday 26 August

• Wednesday 9 September

• Wednesday 16 September

The Group Orientation Sessions are designed for students 
to be informed about what to expect from the Exchange, 
prepare for hosting a student and travelling to Odawara, 
practice speeches for use during the program and plan and 
rehearse performance material for concert items. 
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Odawara Students visit to Northern Beaches 

Itinerary

Odawara students will visit the Northern Beaches from 
the afternoon of Thursday 23 July until Saturday 1 August 
2020, during the Japanese summer school holidays. 

On arrival Northern Beaches students will greet Odawara students 
and Chaperones, a formal welcome ceremony will take place and 
the host families will transport thier student home for the night. 

Northern Beaches Council coordinate a program of activities for 
the Odawara students during their stay, running from 8am until 
5pm on weekdays, including a range of educational, cultural and 
recreational activities. Weekends and evening are considered 
family time for the Odawara student to observe the lifestyle of 
Australian families and take part in the activities of host families. 

On Thursday 30 July Odawara students will accompany 
their paired student to school for the day, as arranged by 
Council and High School Japanese Language Teachers. 

The drop off and collection meeting place will usually be at  
PCYC Northern Beaches The Kingsway Dee Why; at 8am  
however may be subject to change due to planned activities. 

It is vital for students and their parents to attend information nights 
during the Exchange program, to meet Northern Beaches Council 
Youth Development Officer and Chaperones accompanying their 
children on the exchange and understand key information provided: 

Welcome and Information Night  
Wednesday 10 June,  
6 – 7:30pm at Dee Why Civic Centre

Farewell and Information Night  
Wednesday 16 September,  
6 – 7:30pm at Warringah Mall Community Room 

At the conclusion of the exchange 
Return Reception  
Wednesday 28 October,  
6 – 7:30pm at Dee Why Civic Centre  
to celebrate the students participation in the exchange program. 

Host Family Information 

Northern Beaches Council will provide each homestay 
family with a Homestay Hosting Guidelines Booklet which 
will outline key information and responsibilities. 

The booklet, other key information and the opportunity to ask 
questions will be provided at the Welcome and Information Night. 

Northern Beaches Students visit to Odawara 

Flights

Northern Beaches students will visit Odawara for 10 days in the NSW 
school holidays at the end of Term 3. 

Students and Chaperones will leave Sydney International Airport 
on evening of Sunday 27 September and arrive in Tokyo, Japan 
on morning of Monday 28 September. We will then depart 
Japan on evening of Wednesday 7 October arriving in Sydney 
International Airport on morning of Thursday 8 October. 

Airline and flight numbers and times will be confirmed once booked. 
Northern Beaches Council arranges airport transfers to travel to and 
from the airport as a group. 

Cost

The student exchange is self-funded with payment of approximately 
$2,450 due before the Welcome and Information Night, which covers 
return airfares, airport transfers, group travel insurance, uniform top, 
homestay accommodation, most meals, activities and sightseeing in 
Japan and some activities on the Itinerary during Odawara visit.

Costs of obtaining passport, gifts for host families, international phone 
calls, excess baggage, incidentals, gifts and souvenirs to bring home 
and some meals will need to be covered by the student.  

Passport 

To enter Japan, students will require a passport that is valid for at least 
six months after their arrival date in Japan. A copy of their passport 
is required at the Welcome and Information Night, any student not 
holding a valid passport should apply for one as soon as possible after 
selection. 
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Any student without an Australian Passport or unsure about their 
validity should contact Northern Beaches Council Youth Development 
Officer. It is the sole responsibility of the student and their family to 
ensure they have a valid passport. No refund will be given should a 
student not have a valid or acceptable passport or other issue outside 
Council’s control.

Itinerary 

Prior to our departure students will be given an itinerary which lists 
the activities organised by Odawara City Council and Tokimeki 
International School Committee. Northern Beaches Council Staff and 
Chaperones will accompany students during these activities. 

Activities in previous years have been educational, cultural and 
recreational in nature including, traditional lantern making, tea 
ceremonies and flower arrangement, sightseeing and Disneyland or 
Disney Sea. 

Accommodation is home stay which is usually with the student and 
their family that you are paired with and you hosted. In some cases, 
Odawara students and their families are unable to provide homestay 
accommodation for all or some of the visit, due to exams or size of the 
family home, in this case the Northern Beaches students are housed  
with a volunteer family, usually from a previous year’s exchange.

Behaviour 

Acceptable behaviour and communication, including differences 
between Australian and Japanese culture, will be explained in depth 
during Orientation Sessions with the students and Information  
Nights with parents. 

Contact

If you require any further information or have any questions,  
please don’t hesitate to contact Northern Beaches Council  
Youth Development Officer, Jessica Groves on 9970 1629 or  
Jessica.Groves@northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au 
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