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ATTACHMENT 2 
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C10.4 2014 Environment Protection Authority Woodsmoke Grant Fund  

 
Meeting: Natural Environment Committee  Date: 2 June 2014 
 

 
STRATEGY: Community Education & Learning 
 
ACTION: Continue to provide education programs on a range of topics 
 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 

To advise Council of success in obtaining grant funding for $40,000 from the NSW Environment 
Protection Authority for the Wood Smoke Reduction Program 2014. 
 
1.0 BACKGROUND 
 

1.1 Councils throughout NSW were invited to submit expressions of interest for funding to raise 
awareness about woodsmoke and the benefits of correct wood heater operation. Pittwater 
Council receives approximately 10 complaints per year regarding woodsmoke from 
neighbouring premises.   

2.0 ISSUES 

2.1 The grant funding has been offered to Council to: 

 Promote community education programs - $26,600. 

 Conduct smoky chimney surveys, provide chimney cleaning and provide advice to 
wood heater users - $5,400. 

 Provide cash incentives for homeowners to replace old wood heaters and fireplaces 
with a range of cleaner forms of heating such as electric heaters with thermostatic 
controls, flued gas/oil heaters, ducted gas central heating, reverse-cycle air 
conditioners, solar heaters - $8,000. 

 

3.0 SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT  

3.1 Supporting & Connecting our Community (Social) 

Community education programs will inform users of wood heaters on the best practice in 
the use of wood heaters and highlight the personal and environmental benefits of correctly 
managed and maintained units and fuel. 

3.2 Valuing & Caring for our Natural Environment (Environmental) 

The program and information will promote a reduction in air pollution from woodsmoke by 
encouraging the correct and timely maintenance of the wood heaters, chimneys, flues and 
proper storage and type of fuel. 

3.3 Enhancing our Working & Learning (Economic) 

A reduction in the negative impacts resulting from the use of wood heaters by improved 
community knowledge and an enhanced commitment to effective maintenance will reduce 
the demands on Council resources currently required to respond to community concerns 
individually. 
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3.4 Leading an Effective & Collaborative Council (Governance) 

The program will be conducted in collaboration with the EPA and will seek to engage other 
local Councils in the promotion and information programs. 

3.5 Integrating our Built Environment (Infrastructure) 

Council is the appropriate authority for the management of the installation and use of wood 
heaters in accordance with the requirements of the Building Code of Australia and the 
program seeks to address areas of community concern and inform the community of the 
standards for responsible ownership and use. 

 

4.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

4.1 The 2014 Wood Smoke Reduction Program will produce educational material for continued 
use by Council and provides homeowners with an opportunity to accelerate the 
replacement of old wood heaters via a cash incentive scheme.  

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council accept the grant of $40,000 from the NSW Environment Protection Authority 

for the Wood Smoke Reduction Program 2014. 
 
2. That the attached letter be sent to the NSW Environment Protection Authority expressing 

thanks for the grant funding opportunity (see Attachment 1).  
 
3. That following completion of the grant program on 31 October 2014 a report be provided to 

Council reviewing the outcomes of the grant funding program.  
 

 
 
Report prepared by 
Robina Bramich, Principal Environmental Health Officer 
 
 
Jeff Lofts 
MANAGER, ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 
Mark Ferguson, General Manager 
8am to 6pm Mon - Thurs, 8am to 5pm Fri 
 
3 June 2014 
 
Ms Ann-Louise Crotty 
Manager Air Policy  
Environment Protection Authority 
PO Box A290 
SYDNEY SOUTH NSW 1232 
 
 
Dear Ms Crotty, 
 
 
Re: Grant Assistance under the NSW Environment Protection Authority 2014 

Woodsmoke Reduction Program 
 
Thank you for your offer of financial assistance under the NSW Environment Protection Authority 
2014 Woodsmoke Reduction Program. 
 
At its meeting of 2 June 2014, Council formally accepted your offer of grant assistance and wished 
to pass on a vote of thanks to the State Government for its financial support of the woodsmoke 
reduction program in the Pittwater area. 
 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Mark Ferguson 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 
 
 
  



 

Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 2 June 2014. Page 227 

 

C10.5 Minutes of the Natural Environment Reference Group Meeting held on 14 
May 2014  

 

Meeting: Natural Environment Committee Date: 2 June 2014 
 

 

STRATEGY: Corporate Management 
 

ACTION: Maintain and Service Council’s Range of Committees 
 

 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 

To present to Council for consideration, the Natural Environment Reference Group Minutes of 
14 May 2014 (see Attachment 1). 
 
 

1.0 BACKGROUND  

1.1 The Natural Environment Reference Group has a primary role of assisting the Pittwater 
2025 Strategic Plan by critically analysing and reviewing the Strategic Goals aligned to the 
Pittwater Natural Environment and providing Reference Points for further consideration by 
Council.  

 

2.0 ISSUES  

2.1 The 14 May 2014 Meeting considered the following discussion topics: 
 

 NE4.1  SHOROC Regional Waste Strategy, in particular the theme “Too Good to 
Waste” 

 NE4.2 Domestic Waste Collection Update, in particular the new green waste 
collection service 

 NE4.3 Draft Pittwater Public Space & Recreation Strategy 
 NE4.4   Warriewood Sewerage Treatment Plan – Proposal for Future Upgrades 
 NE4.5 2014-2018 Draft Delivery Program & Budget 

 
 and the following General Business Topics: 
  

 Update – Bush Tucker Initiative 
 Streamwatch Citizen Science Program 
 Woodsmoke Pollution  

 

2.2 As recorded in the Minutes, these topics were well researched and well received and 
generated a high degree of interest and robust discussion. 

 

2.3 A copy of the paper Warriewood Sewerage Treatment Plant – Proposal for Future 
Upgrades is at Attachment 2 to this report. 

 
 

3.0 SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT 

 The Natural Environment Reference Group has a specific focus on Key Direction 2 – 
Valuing and caring for our Natural Environment with the primary aims to: 

 Reduce our ecological footprint 
 Protect our bushland and biodiversity 
 Improve the health of our beaches and waterways. 
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4.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

4.1 The 14 May 2014 Meeting considered the following discussion topics: 
 

 NE4.1 SHOROC Regional Waste Strategy  
 NE4.2 Domestic Waste Collection Update 
 NE4.3 Draft Pittwater Public Space & Recreation Strategy 
 NE4.4   Warriewood Sewerage Treatment Plan – Proposal for Future Upgrades 
 NE4.5 2014-2018 Draft Delivery Program & Budget 

 

and the following general business: 
 

 Update – Bush Tucker Initiative 
 Streamwatch Citizen Science Program 
 Woodsmoke Pollution  

 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. That Council note the Minutes of the Natural Environment Reference Group Meeting held 
on 14 May 2014 that relate to the discussion on: 

 

 NE4.1 SHOROC Regional Waste Strategy  
 NE4.2 Domestic Waste Collection Update 
 NE4.3 Draft Pittwater Public Space & Recreation Strategy 
 NE4.4   Warriewood Sewerage Treatment Plan – Proposal for Future Upgrades 
 NE4.5 2014-2018 Draft Delivery Program & Budget 
 Update – Bush Tucker Initiative 
 Streamwatch Citizen Science Program 
 Woodsmoke Pollution  

 

2. That Council note the following reference points from that meeting: 

2.1 Warriewood STP 
That Pittwater Council support the paper Warriewood Sewage Treatment Plant – 

Proposal for Future Upgrades – co-authored by Mr Angus Gordon and Mr Martin 
Porter. 

That Pittwater Council take up this matter with the State Government of NSW and 
Sydney Water.   

That a report on progress on this matter be brought to the next meeting of the Natural 
Environment Reference Group on 27 August 2014. 

 

 

2.2  Woodsmoke 
Mr Thomson to meet with Environmental Health Officers and Planning Officers to 

discuss what is possible in terms of the legal opinion obtained by Mr Thomson. 
Following those discussions a further report is to be brought to the next meeting of 

the NE Reference Group. 
The Minutes of the Natural Environment Reference Group will be reported to Council 

on Monday, 2 June 2014.  Ms Bramich is to bring a separate report to Council on the 
grant Pittwater Council has received for the 2014 Woodsmoke Reduction program to 
coincide with reporting of these Minutes. 

 

 
 
 
Report prepared by 
 
 
Chris Hunt 
DIRECTOR – URBAN & ENVIRONMENTAL ASSETS 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES  
 
Natural Environment Reference       
Group Meeting 

held at the Coastal Environment Centre,  
Lake Park Road, North Narrabeen on   

 
 

14 May 2014 
 

 
Commencing at 4.05pm  
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Attendance: 
 
Cr Alex McTaggart, Chairperson 
Ms Gloria Carroll, Manly Warringah and Pittwater Historical Society 
Ms Roberta Conroy, Bayview–Church Point Residents Association 
Ms Lynne Czinner, Warriewood Residents Association 
Mr Andrew Davies, Pittwater Business Organisation 
Mr Alan Gaines, Scotland Island Residents Association 
Ms Frances Holdaway, Careel Bay, Pittwater Protection Association 
Ms Karen Lambert, West Pittwater Community Association 
Ms Margaret Makin, Pittwater Resident Representative 
Mr Dave Murray, Mona Vale Residents Association 
Mr Fred Murray-Walker, Clareville and Bilgola Plateau Residents Association 
Mr Martin Porter, Surfrider Foundation 
Mr Stuart Taylor, Palm Beach & Whale Beach Association 
Mr William Thomson, Newport Residents Association 
Mr Roger Treagus, Pittwater Resident Representative 
 
Council Advisors, Observers & Guests: 
 
Cr Ian White (Alternative Chairperson) 
Mr Chris Hunt, Director, Urban & Environmental Assets 
Mr Mark Beharrell, Manager, Natural Environment & Education 
Ms Jane Mulroney, Manager, Community Engagement & Corporate Strategy  
Mr Steve Lawler, Principal Officer, Reserves & Recreation 
Ms Jenny Cronan, Landscape Architect 
Ms Robina Bramich, Principal Environmental Health Officer 
Ms Liz Quinlan, SHOROC Regional Waste Co-Ordinator 
Mr Cecil Ellis, Water Projects Officer  
Ms Pamela Tasker, Minute Secretary / Administration Officer 
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Natural Environment Reference Group Meeting 

 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 

Item No Item  Page No 

    

1.0 Apologies   

2.0 Declarations of Pecuniary Interest / Non-
Pecuniary Conflict of Interest 

  

3.0 Confirmation of Minutes   

4.0 Discussion Topics   

NE4.1 SHOROC Regional Waste Strategy    

5.0 General Business   

5.1 Update – Bush Tucker Initiative   

5.2 Streamwatch Citizen Science Program   

4.0 Discussion Topics   

NE4.2 Domestic Waste Collection Update   

5.0 General Business   

5.3 Woodsmoke Pollution   

4.0 Discussion Topics   

NE4.3 Draft Pittwater Public Space & Recreation 
Strategy 

  

NE4.4 Warriewood Sewerage Treatment Plant – 
Proposal for Future Upgrades 

  

NE4.5 2014-2018 Draft Delivery Program & Budget    

6.0 Next Meeting   
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1.0 Apologies 
 

 
Notes: 
 
1. The following apologies were received for the Natural Environment Reference Group Meeting 

held on 14 May 2014: 
 

- Mr John Spicer-Bell, Pittwater Resident Representative 
- Ms Marcia Rackham, Mona Vale Residents Association 

 
2. The members accepted the apologies. 

 
3. Mr Dave Murray attended as alternative delegate on behalf of the Mona Vale Residents 

Association. 
 
4. Cr White (Alternative Chairperson) attended as an observer. 
 
5. The Chair welcomed all members, staff and guests to the Natural Environment Reference 

Group Meeting. 
 
 

 

 
 

2.0 Declarations of Pecuniary Interest / Non-Pecuniary 
Conflict of Interest   

 
 

Nil. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3.0 Confirmation of Minutes 
 

REFERENCE GROUP RECOMMENDATION 
 

That the Minutes of the Natural Environment Reference Group Meeting held on 12 February 2014 
be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 

(Mr Martin Porter / Ms Karen Lambert) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4.0 Discussion Topics 
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NE4.1 SHOROC Regional Waste Strategy 
 
 

Proceedings in Brief 
 
Ms Liz Quinlan, SHOROC Regional Waste Co-Ordinator, addressed the meeting regarding the 
development of a Regional Waste Strategy for the SHOROC Councils.  A copy of the PowerPoint 
presentation, entitled ‘Too Good to Waste’, is at Appendix 1 to the Minutes. The Draft Strategy is 
intended to be released at the end of June.  It will then go to SHOROC Councils for comment. 
 
Cr McTaggart asked Ms Quinlan to clarify what SHOROC would like to see from groups such as 
the NE Reference Group? 
 
Ms Quinlan responded that she hoped members would communicate the SHOROC strategy to 
their respective resident group members and to the wider community.  She also saw the meeting 
as an opportunity to hear from local residents in the Pittwater area as to what they identify as the 
areas of greatest concern from an action perspective. 
 
Chemical Clean Up – Mona Vale Beach Carpark – 27 April 
 

It was noted that the chemical cleanup was heavily oversubscribed.  This service is intended to be 
for local householders, but it was apparent on the day that both commercial waste and 
householders from out of area seized the opportunity, resulting in capacity being reached far too 
soon.  
 
This was exacerbated because it was the only such event on the Northern Beaches area in the last 
six months, so people travelled from well outside Pittwater.  Environmental Compliance have 
requested more events from EPA, and there is one planned for Warringah residents soon.  The 
EPA chemical clean out events need to be better planned throughout the Sydney metropolitan 
area with more collections being spaced evenly throughout the year.  People who contacted 
Council about being turned away on the day were offered a free visit to Belrose Resource 
Recovery Centre.  It was recognised that the extra effort involved was still inconvenient for those 
people who did miss out but hopefully it alleviated the problem for them.     
 
Kimbriki Resource Recovery (Recyclables) 
 
The general household goods cleanup is currently going into landfill which is a waste of many 
items which could be recycled.  Kimbriki have applied for a grant to install a floor to sort these 
goods for recycling.   
 
Household collections do not impact on landfill tonnages to the same extent as commercial 
enterprises.  Commercial waste is transported to Kimbriki via private contractors so that Councils 
have far less influence on the practices of commercial interests.  There should be incentives for 
commercial operators to sort their rubbish so as to minimise landfill.  The original focus for the 
Kimbriki facility was for a life of 60 years and that should be our focus as well.  We need to 
maximise the efficiency at Kimbriki so as to avoid the transportation of Pittwater rubbish into 
remote landfill sites. 
 
Much of the building demolition material is being recycled and sold on by commercial waste 
contractors. 
 
There is a network established throughout the region for recycling, eg: Officeworks accepts used 
toners and mobile phones, Kimbriki accepts computers and other electronic equipment. 
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Notes: 
 
1. The Chair thanked Ms Quinlan on behalf of the members for her presentation. 

 
2. The Chair recommended that the meeting now move to consider General Business Item 

5.1, the update on the Bush Tucker Initiative, as the presenter Mr Beharrell had to attend  
another meeting later the same day.  

 
 
 
 

 

5.0  General Business 
 
 
5.1 Update – Bush Tucker Initiative  
 

Mr Beharrell addressed the meeting advising that plum pine is grown by a local nursery, Indigo at 
Ingleside.  Indigo had provided a specimen plant for each group member which Mr Beharrell 
distributed.  There are numerous other species grown by commercial operators, details of which 
were provided to members in the Agenda. 
 

Specific information on bush tucker can be obtained via a link now included on the Pittwater 
Council website.  The link is to the Royal Botanic Gardens webpage on Bush Goods of New South 
Wales - A Botanic Record and an Aboriginal Oral History: 

http://www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/education/Resources/bush_foods 
 
Notes: 
 

1. Ms Conroy thanked Mr Beharrell and Council for sourcing the Plum Pines and for giving 
seedlings to NERG members. 

 

2. The Chair thanked Mr Beharrell on behalf of the members for his presentation. 
 
 
5.2  Streamwatch Citizen Science Program: 
 

Mr Cecil Ellis, Council’s Water Projects Officer, addressed the meeting on the reintroduction of the 
Streamwatch program.  Streamwatch is the Australian Museum’s citizen science program which 
involves community volunteers working closely with Council to test and monitor water quality in the 
local waterways.   
 

Cr McTaggart advised that he would like to see NE Reference Group members adopt creeks north 
of the Wirreanda Valley at Ingleside running through up to Bayview.   Monitoring water quality prior 
to the Ingleside land release development could provide valuable baseline measures for later 
comparison.   
 

Mr Ellis advised that we are seeking Expressions of Interest from community volunteers.  There will 
be a Volunteer Training Day in June and ongoing workshops and seminars on aquatic diversity 
conducted by Council and The Australian Museum to support Streamwatch Groups. 
 
Q:   Is this going to local schools?  It seems a great initiative to get young people involved. 
A:   There is a plan to talk to school groups, but the reagents being used can be volatile. We are 

certainly encouraging families to get involved but children require adult supervision.  Current 
curriculum pressures are also making it difficult to involve schools, although Streamwatch did 
operate a schools participation program previously.    
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More information, including historical data, is available either through the Australian Museum 
website: 
  

http://australianmuseum.net.au/streamwatch 
 
Or directly via the Streamwatch website: 
 
http://www.streamwatch.org.au/streamwatch/flow/anon/k/_cE89B8CF5-25DE-D396-72F7-
282BC50B01C6_k912980C9-BF2F-7082-7663-443791364546 
 
 
Q: There have been a number of complaints amongst residents of bad smells emanating from the 

creek near Bayview Park.  Could this creek be included in the study? 
A: Mr Ellis advised that the equipment provided in the Streamwatch Kits will only work in 

freshwater streams. Estuarine streams are not included in the study. 
 
Note: 
 

The Chair thanked Mr Ellis on behalf of the members for his presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

4.0 Discussion Topics 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NE4.2 Domestic Waste Collection Update 
 
 
Proceedings in Brief 
 
Ms Robina Bramich, Principal Environmental Health Officer, provided an update to the meeting on 
the Domestic Waste Collection Service. 
 
Members expressed their concerns that the previous system of scheduled collections allowed for 
informal recycling.  Everyone from householders to metal scrap merchants, etc, could follow the 
hard waste collections schedule.    
 
Ms Bramich responded that there had been a number of problems with hard waste items being 
scattered within the immediate area and often distributed from one pile to the next down the 
peninsula.  Council was asking people to recycle items wherever possible before putting them on 
the kerbside for collection.  When booking a collection, people were being asked to identify items 
so that the appropriate truck could be sent.  Scrap metal was still being separated for recycling as 
the waste contractor, United Resource Management, has a dedicated metals collection truck which 
can collect whitegoods, etc.  It was recognised that many whitegoods could be recycled and 
Kimbriki was looking at introducing sorting services to separate metal items prior to compacting. 
 
Council staff advise residents of possible recycling opportunities, such as charity collections, 
Gumtree, etc. in an attempt to minimise kerbside collections.  Charities however are reporting 
problems with the dumping of unsaleable goods outside their shops and are now getting much 
more selective about what they can accept.  They have to be able to resell the goods they accept.   
 
  



 

Agenda for the Council Meeting to be held on 2 June 2014. Page 236 

Q: Isn’t the new hard goods collection system better for Council rather than the community?   
A:  Council was looking at a number of problems with entire areas being littered for weeks.  

This encouraged further dumping, scavenging, items making their way into the gutters and 
waterways.  The new booking system is intended to limit pollution issues and dumping issues.  
There were also a number of occupational health and safety issues with the old system for 
staff and for the public.  Much of the hard waste accumulating on roadsides presented 
pedestrian and traffic hazards, particularly after episodes of scavenging. 

 
Mr Lawler advised that as a Reserves Officer responsible for management of the sand dunes, he 
was very pleased with the new system.  With every hard waste collection, Council staff would need 
to pull lounges and other furniture out of the sand dunes where kids had dragged them in to furnish 
their temporary ‘cubby houses’.  This caused enormous damage to the fragile dunes ecology.   
 
Ms Bramich advised that Council was requesting people only put out hard waste the night before to 
limit people adding to existing piles.   
 
Council recognised that kerbside collection was not the best resource recovery alternative.  
Council views disposal as the last resort, but it has to be the householder’s responsibility to 
recycle.  Council are providing a waste disposal service to the community, whilst maximising 
education and promoting recycling wherever possible. 
 
Pittwater Council has applied for a grant through NSW EPA for all mainland unit blocks and 
households in Pittwater to receive large (240 litre) vegetation bins free of charge.   Once the bins 
have been distributed, the service will change over from the current eight (8) collections per year to 
a fortnightly collection (26 per annum).   This service will eliminate the bundling of vegetation as it 
will only be collected within the enclosed bin which is emptied via a mechanical arm into the truck. 
The bundled and tied collection system presents many occupational health and safety issues for 
householders and staff alike.  It is anticipated that the need for residents to take vegetation to 
Kimbriki will also be reduced.  For those residents with large gardens it is still possible to purchase 
additional vegetation bins. 
 
For offshore residents Council will be investigating grant opportunities for compost bins and worm 
farms.  Homeowners with private wharves that have year round tidal access are currently offered 
free garbage bin and hoop stands as well.  There are currently two (2) vegetation collection 
services per year for Scotland Island, but this service is under utilised.  It is very expensive and 
difficult to justify the cost of hiring the barges, trucks, etc., when there is little demand for the 
service.  On occasion, western foreshores residents have been offered a mulching service instead 
of a collection service. There have been discussions with Council concerning this, but the focus for 
the offshore communities has been more on the fire hazard reduction angle than on vegetation 
removal. 
 
The new system will be introduced in September or October this year.  We can’t make the 
announcement until the grant is confirmed and the deed is signed.  We will then have to order the 
bins which will be branded Pittwater Council.  The grant covers the cost of the bins and service. 
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5.0  General Business 
 
 

5.3 Woodsmoke Pollution  
 
Mr Bill Thomson of the Newport Residents Association requested that woodsmoke pollution be 
placed on the Agenda.  Mr Thomson wrote: 
 

“Now that winter is almost upon us, the air quality in some parts of Pittwater will be 
significantly degraded by the pollution from domestic wood burning fires and heating 
appliances.  This is a perennial problem that can cause serious respiratory problems for 
those who are unfortunate enough to live near to a wood burner, and becomes a general 
pollution problem in certain flat and valley areas such as those in North Narrabeen, 
Newport, Bilgola Plateau and Avalon.   
 

The recent $40,000 grant from the EPA to help with wood smoke education and mitigation 
programs will be helpful.  Presumably this grant funded the “Stay Warm Breath Easy” 
pamphlet included with our latest rates notice.  A good start.  But could we possibly have a 
presentation by the staff person responsible for allocating the EPA funds and the general 
Council contribution for this program?   
 

Our Group would also be interested to have an outline of the cash incentives offered to 
close down wood burners and substitute gas or electric appliances and, indeed, to hear of 
the response so far.” 

 
Ms Bramich addressed the meeting on this item, being the Principal Environmental Health Officer 
and the Council Officer responsible.  For more information on Council initiatives to combat 
woodsmoke pollution follow the website link: 
 
http://www.pittwater.nsw.gov.au/environment/wood_smoke 
 
Ms Bramich advised that through the EPA grant, Council was better able to offer residents with 
awareness and information concerning the effects of woodsmoke.  Following complaints (usually 
from neighbours) Council can attend and evaluate fireplace installation and chimneys and offer 
advice on better ways to operate these.  Council will also be carrying out smoke patrols whereby 
excessively smoking chimneys are observed by Council health officers and rangers.  If the level of 
smoke emission has not improved within 20-30 minutes, the household will be issued with a flyer 
and asked to contact Council. Together Council and the householder work on remedying the 
situation before any further action is necessary.  The EPA is offering cash incentives via rebates to 
replace open fireplaces with alternative systems and to assist with upgrades of existing systems.  
Council is offering free chimney cleans for people participating in the online survey.  Information 
has been sent out via rates notices and publicised on Council’s website and at recent events 
including the Pittwater Food and Wine Fair held in May 2014. 
 
Mr Thomson advised that he was hoping to hear that incentives were being offered to convert from 
any wood burning system to gas or electric systems as wood burning systems were bad for health.    
Grant money should be used to get people off wood burning due to the health risks from the 
associated pollution. 
 
Ms Bramich confirmed that in accordance with the 2014 Wood Smoke Reduction Program many 
other options were being offered apart from slow combustion heaters.  The cash incentive program 
has been designed by the NSW EPA as a statewide program.  Open outdoor fireplaces “backyard 
burning” is prohibited in NSW, however the NSW EPA has not banned domestic wood heating 
installations within houses.  
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Mr Thomson advised that he would like to see Council take the initiative to nominate the level of 
emissions permitted for all new installations of wood heaters within buildings.   
 
Ms Bramich responded that Council is limited by the Australian Standards in effect, and cannot 
impose standards above and beyond the State Codes.  Mr Thomson responded that he has legal 
opinion advising that Local Government can introduce its own standards.   
 
Reference Points: 
 
Mr Thomson to meet with Environmental Health Officers and Planning Officers to 

discuss what is possible in terms of the legal opinion obtained by Mr Thomson. 
 
Following those discussions a further report is to be brought to the next meeting of 

the Natural Environment Reference Group. 
 
The Minutes of the Natural Environment Reference Group will be reported to Council 

at the meeting on Monday, 2 June 2014.  Ms Bramich is to bring a separate report to 
Council on the grant Pittwater Council has received for the 2014 Woodsmoke 
Reduction program to coincide with reporting of these Minutes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4.0 Discussion Topics 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NE4.3 Draft Pittwater Public Space & Recreation Strategy 
 
 
 

Proceedings in Brief 
 
Mr Steve Lawler, Principal Officer Reserves & Recreation, and Ms Jenny Cronan, Landscape 
Architect, addressed the meeting on this item.  A copy of the Draft Public Space & Recreation 
Strategy document currently on public exhibition was provided to members.  A copy of the 
PowerPoint presentation is at Appendix 2 to the Minutes. 
 
Sportsfields 
 
The Strategy emphasises the need for more sportsfields, with Ingleside and Warriewood Valley 
looking to be the most likely sites for new fields.  In planning for the future for sportsfields, the 
updated S94 Plan for Warriewood Valley includes 4.9ha dedicated to sportsfields.   
 
Ingleside land release masterplanning is also looking at the creation of sportsfields as part of the 
open space provision.  The planning will need to meet the needs of the projected increase in 
population so that a further burden is not placed on existing infrastructure.  Pittwater needs more 
indoor facilities as well.  For all new sportfields in Warriewood and Ingleside, Council plans to use 
S94 contributions only, so as to remain cost neutral.  Item 6.7 in the Draft Strategy document 
addresses this issue. 
 
In terms of the survey results, it was noted that the older demographic surveyed impacted on what 
was considered the most popular activities.   The increase in a younger and growing population 
(resulting from land releases) will further increase the need for sportsfields. 
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Pittwater is currently over usage capacity for sportsfields.  We project that we will need to increase 
land for sportsfields by approximately 9.6ha by 2031 to retain the existing status quo.  The open 
space and associated infrastructure in Pittwater is currently valued at around $2 billion.  We need 
to generate a reasonable income from this asset. 
 
Golf Courses 
 

The Strategy suggests Pittwater has too many golf courses: three public and three private, some of 
which are struggling for membership.  The Strategy recommends investigating alternative uses for 
golf courses to ensure equitable distribution of open space for the wider Pittwater community.  
Council recognises that golf courses provide other public benefits, such as large swathes of green 
open space that contribute to the local character and amenity, especially when situated in 
sometimes densely populated suburbs.  
 
Playgrounds   
 

Pittwater currently has 58 playgrounds, all of which cost money to maintain.  Also, Council has a 
responsibility to ensure playgrounds comply with current standards and this is not true for all 
playgrounds in Pittwater at present.  The Strategy recommends rationalizing our playgrounds to 
finance upgrades to those playgrounds in areas of higher demand by removing those that are no 
longer required.  We need to first carefully assess the network needs, however, as some sites with  
playgrounds have significant environmental value.  Again, they are tracts of green open space in 
the suburbs and provide vital wildlife corridors and other public benefits.   
 
Note: 
 

The Chair thanked Mr Lawler and Ms Cronan on behalf of the members for their presentation. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

NE4.4 Warriewood Sewage Treatment Plant – Proposal for 
Future Upgrades 

 
Proceedings in Brief 
 
Mr Martin Porter, a member of the Reference Group, presented  a paper he co-authored with Mr 
Angus Gordon on the Warriewood Sewerage Treatment Plant – Proposal for Future Upgrades. 
This paper provided: 

1. Introduction 

2. Impact of Wet Weather Flows 

3. The Problem 

4. Options 

 Do Nothing 

 Infrastructure – minimise stormwater ingress 

 Warriewood STP further upgrades 

 Reuse of the effluent 

 Deep water outfall 

5. The Way Forward 
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The primary thrust of the paper is that the current sewage outfall right at the edge of the rock 
platform at the north end of Turimetta Beach is unacceptable. The paper concluded that the 
upgrading of Warriewood STP to a deepwater ocean outfall is not just the best option for the 
community and the environment, but also represents a practical long term solution to the disposal 
of wastewater on this part of Sydney’s northern beaches.  This would then be consistent with the 
previous conversion of cliff faced to deepwater outlets already carried out at North Head, Bondi 
and Malabar and previously intended for Warriewood.    

Q:   Are there any health warnings issued during high pollution events, such as the mechanical 
failure in December 2013 which resulted in outflows at Turimetta Beach? 

A: Mr Porter had been advised that Council’s Environmental Health Unit was notified of high 
pollution events causing health risks during outflows, but because of the necessary time 
required for testing and growing cultures, those notifications are usually delayed.   

Q: Given that the cause of outflows is too much water would upgrades to domestic plumbing, 
such as universal dual flush systems,    

A: Too much water is the direct result of heavy rain which saturates the earth enclosing the 
pipes.  In fact during dry conditions modern plumbing results in not enough water available in 
the system to keep it flowing.   

The members congratulated Mr Porter on his paper, which was judged to be logical and clear, free 
from jargon and full of sound arguments.  The consideration of the options is very well argued.  It 
was the opinion of the meeting that this document needs to be promoted in to the public.  Where 
do we go from here?   

 
 

 

REFERENCE GROUP RECOMMENDATION 

1. The members of the Natural Environment Reference Group request that Pittwater Council 
support the paper Warriewood Sewage Treatment Plant – Proposal for Future Upgrades – 
co-authored by Mr Angus Gordon and Mr Martin Porter. 

2. The members of the Natural Environment Reference Group request that Council take this 
matter up with the State Government of NSW and Sydney Water.   

(Ms Margaret Makin / Mr Stuart Taylor) 

 

 

Reference Points: 
 

That Pittwater Council support the paper Warriewood Sewage Treatment Plant 
– Proposal for Future Upgrades – co-authored by Mr Angus Gordon and 
Mr Martin Porter. 

That Pittwater Council take up this matter with the State Government of NSW 
and Sydney Water.   

That a report on progress on this matter be brought to the next meeting of the 
Natural Environment Reference Group on 27 August 2014. 
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NE4.5 2014-2018 Draft Delivery Program & Budget 
 
Proceedings in Brief 

Ms Jane Mulroney provided copies of the Draft Delivery Program & Budget on USB sticks.  The 
document which is currently on public exhibition can also be accessed via the link provided below: 

http://www.pittwater.nsw.gov.au/council/documents_on_ex/document_pages/draft_delivery_progra
m_and_budget_2014-2018 
 

 
 

 

6.0  Next Meeting 
 
 
The next meeting of the Natural Environment Reference Group is scheduled to be held at the 
Coastal Environment Centre on Wednesday 13 August 2014 commencing at 4.00pm. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS 
THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT REFERENCE GROUP MEETING 

CLOSED AT 6.31PM ON WEDNESDAY 14 MAY 2014 
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Appendix 1 to the Minutes  
 

SHOROC Working together for a better region & stronger councils

Presentation to Pittwater Environment Reference Group 14 May 2014
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Appendix 2 to the Minutes  
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Council Meeting 
 
 
 

 

 
11.0 Adoption of Connecting Communities Committee Recommendations 
 

 

 
12.0 Adoption of Natural Environment Committee Recommendations 
 

 

 
 
 


