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Council Policy NB-P-42
Land Dealings

Purpose

From time-to-time Northern Beaches Council (Council) undertakes Land Dealings. This Policy
is an integral part of Council's adopted Property Management Framework, ensuring that Land
Dealings are conducted transparently, accountably, and in the best interests of the community.

Policy Principles

Further to the guiding principles outlined in Council’'s adopted Property Management
Framework, Land Dealings shall be undertaken in accordance with the following principles:

. To identify, manage and mitigate the risk associated with Land Dealings.

o To ensure Land Dealings are conducted in an open, transparent, impartial and
accountable manner.

o To provide the best value for Council and the community in Land Dealings, noting that
best value may include financial, social and environmental benefits.

o To help achieve the best strategic outcomes for Council and the community.

o To acknowledge Council is the custodian of public assets and is required to effectively
account for and manage such public assets.

o To include appropriate community engagement on decisions concerning land dealings.

Scope and Application

This policy applies to Land Dealings.

Certain Land Dealings are not delegable under section 377 of the Local Government Act 1993
and require a formal resolution of the elected Council.

This Land Dealings Policy operates alongside Council’s Planning Agreements Policy and
Affordable Housing Policy. Where a proposal involves the transfer of land to Council in
accordance with those Policies, each proposal, where required, will be reported to the relevant
Council Committees and the elected Council for consideration.

Land assets will be subject to ongoing review in relation to their purpose, usability, viability,
and overall community benefit, in accordance with this Policy and the Property Management
Framework.

Related Land Dealings Guidelines

The Land Dealings Guidelines outline the specific steps and processes that Council will follow
when undertaking various Land Dealings. The Guidelines provide detailed direction on the
implementation of the principles outlined in this Policy.
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Council’s Property Portfolio and any New Proposals

Proposals for Land Dealings, where required, will be reported to the relevant Council
Committees and the elected Council for consideration in accordance with Council’s adopted
Property Management Framework.

Confidential reporting may be necessary under certain circumstances where there may be
legal, commercial or privacy/safety issues should the information be made publicly available.

Reports to Council will provide comprehensive details of the proposal to support informed
decision making.

References and related documents

o Policy Framework NB-P-01

. Local Government Act 1993

o Roads Act 1993

o Conveyancing Act 1919

o Real Property Act 1900

o Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979

) Land Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation) Act 1991
o Encroachment of Buildings Act 1922

o Regulations under each of the above Acts

) Independent Commission Against Corruption [ICAC], Direct Negotiations, May 2006
o Planning Agreements Policy

o Affordable Housing Policy

o Community Strategic Plan

) Local Strategic Planning Statement

o Contributions Plans

) Local Environment Plans (LEPSs)

o Any other legislation or statutory instruments applicable to this Policy.
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Community Strategic Plan
This Council policy relates to the Community Strategic Plan Outcome of:

o Good governance - Goal 19 Our Council is transparent and trusted to make decisions
that reflect the values of the community

Definitions

o Land Dealing means the disposal (sale) of land, acquisition (purchase) of land,
easements, rights of carriageway and covenants in respect of land.
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Executive Manager Property, Buildings & Beach Services
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