@ northern
; beaches

Council Policy NB-P-38

Memorials and Naming Honours Policy
Purpose

This Policy provides a framework for the consideration of proposals for memorials and the naming
of reserves, geographical features, facilities and roads at suitable sites on Council owned and
managed land.

Proposals should honour, celebrate or recognise the historical, cultural, environmental, social or
community significance of an individual, event or location, and should adhere to relevant NSW
Geographical Names Board (GNB) policies and procedures.

Policy Principles

Council will consider proposals for memorials or naming honours that align with the following
principles:

General Principles for Memorials and Naming

1. The implementation of this Policy will align with relevant legislative and statutory requirements
relating to the naming of reserves, geographical features, facilities and roads.

2. Individuals nominated for recognition through memorials and naming proposals are to:
e be deceased and
¢ have been a resident of the Northern Beaches.

3. Council encourages natural and low maintenance memorials to permanent memorial
infrastructure.

4. Proposals to recognise an individual, event or location that is already recognised elsewhere
within the Northern Beaches will not be considered.

Naming proposals

5. When naming geographical features, preference will be given to the use of historical names,
Aboriginal words (e.g. Guganagina Lookout) and the names of indigenous species of plants,
birds and animals (e.g. Angophora Reserve, Cabbage Tree Bay).

6. When naming sportsgrounds and major venues, preference will be given to locality or
geographical names to assist in travelling to, addressing and locating the area (e.g. Seaforth
Oval or Careel Bay Playing Fields).

Naming of facilities including buildings and sporting infrastructure on these land areas are also
preferred to be in accordance with the location and the purpose or function of the facility (e.g.
Cromer Community Centre).

7. Individuals nominated in a naming proposal must have had a long-term association with the
area and made a highly significant contribution to the specific area, including one or more of
the following:

¢ Twenty or more years association with a local community group or service club.

e Action by an individual to protect, restore, enhance or maintain an area that produces
substantial long-term improvements for the community.

e Local residents of note.
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8. Re-naming is discouraged as the changing of long-established names, including informal
names, can lead to address and location confusion, especially for electronic navigation (critical
for emergency services). Re-naming proposals must be in the public interest with broad
community support.

9. Naming proposals commemorating local, state, territory or federal politicians will not be
considered under this Policy unless resolved by Council.

10. If a ‘named’ facility is disposed of and is not being replaced the ‘name’ of that facility will be
retired.

11. Naming proposals that are compliant with this Policy will be publicly exhibited and the
outcomes reported to Council for a decision regarding the proposal.

12. Naming proposals considered offensive, discriminatory, derogatory or harmful will not be
considered.

Memorials
13. Memorials will be considered in locations:

e considered suitable for the type of proposed memorial

¢ that do not unreasonably affect the community’s access and enjoyment of that site

o that are specified on a list of available memorial sites published on Council’s website.
14. Memorials will not be considered in locations:

o where death by suicide has occurred, or considered high suicide risk locations

¢ already at capacity with memorials.
15. Memorial trees:

e Council's preferred form of memorial is a memorial tree with the option of a plaque if
approved by council staff.

e The species and location of a memorial tree will be approved by Council in consultation with
the applicant and may be in dedicated memorial tree locations.

e Memorial trees and plaques (if approved) are to be suitable for and sympathetic to the
approved location. Memorial trees can be accompanied by a physical and/or digital plaque
(or the like published on Council’s website) if approved.

o If approved, the applicant will be responsible for the cost of the memorial tree, its planting,
the physical plaque and initial maintenance period (as per Council’s adopted fees and
charges or as approved by Council). Council will arrange the provision of and planting of
the memorial tree and installation of the physical plaque and/or digital plaque and
maintenance of the memorial tree and physical plaque.

16. Memorial seats:

e The installation of a memorial seat will only be considered in a location where there is an
identified need for such a seat. A map of these areas will be published on Council’s
website.

e Seats are to be consistent with the Northern Beaches Public Space Vision & Design
Guidelines or other relevant Council guidelines and are to be sympathetic in nature and
scale to the proposed location.

o If approved, the applicant will be responsible for the cost of the memorial seat and
installation (as per Council’s adopted fees and charges or as approved by Council). Council
will arrange the purchase and installation of the memorial seat and take responsibility for
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any general maintenance and replacement (if required). Council will not consider retrofitting
plagues to existing seats or infrastructure.

17. Other types of memorials:

e Other types of memorials such as monuments are not supported unless otherwise
authorised by a specific Council resolution.

Opening plaques

18. Plagues commemorating the opening of a new Council facility or building will include the name
of the current Mayor and the name of any dignitary who is obliged to be recognised under
State or Federal protocols e.g. where a grant requires that the name of the Minister be
included on the plaque.

Scope and Application
This Policy applies to all Council officials.

This Policy covers the consideration of proposals for memorials and the naming of reserves,
geographical features, facilities and roads on land owned and managed by Council. Facilities on
such land that can be named include but are not limited to buildings, gardens, pools, grandstands,
pavilions and sporting infrastructure.

The naming of reserves, geographical features and roads is governed by NSW State legislation
and Council must adhere to the process as defined by relevant policies and procedures. The
naming of Council facilities does not require formal GNB approval as at the date of this Policy.
Council may approve a name for a Council owned facility that does not meet the GNB criteria by a
specific Council resolution.

All requests by the community for a memorial, naming or renaming of a reserve, geographical
feature, facility or road will require the completion of an application form and be in line with this
Policy.

This Policy does not apply to:

¢ memorials approved and/or installed by Council prior to the date of adoption of this Policy

¢ memorial and naming applications received prior to the date of adoption of this Policy - these
applications may be assessed and implemented up to 12 months after the date of adoption of
this Policy under the prior relevant policies

¢ naming of land or facilities for the purpose of sponsorship, advertising or revenue raising

e memorials proposed on Council owned and managed land where the primary use is
memorialisation, for example, cemeteries, columbaria, war memorials, memorial gardens or
the like

e proposals submitted for consideration under Council’s Public Art Policy
e interior of buildings on Council land
e temporary memorials.

Council may at its discretion remove (decommission) or relocate any existing memorial including
memorial trees, memorial seats and memorial plaques. All reasonable efforts will be made to
inform the family and key stakeholders prior to removal or relocation.
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References and Related Documents (including those references updated, repealed and or
adopted thereafter)

e  Crown Land Management Act 2016 No 58 (NSW)

e  Geographical Names Act 1966 No 13 (NSW)

¢  Geographical Names Board of NSW Policy - Place Naming 2019
e Local Government Act 1993 No 30 (NSW)

e Roads Act 1993 No 33 (NSW)

e Northern Beaches Community Engagement Policy 2022

e Northern Beaches Community Engagement Strategy 2022

e Northern Beaches Policy NB-P-01 Policy Framework

¢ Northern Beaches Guideline NB-G-28 Policy Framework — Implementation Guidelines

¢ Northern Beaches Public Space Vision & Design Guidelines

¢ Northern Beaches Tree Canopy Plan 2023
¢ Northern Beaches Council Plans of Management
Community Strategy Plan

This Council Policy relates to these Community Strategic Plan 2040 Outcomes and Goals:

¢ Community and belonging - Goal 8 Our community feels safe and supported
e Community and belonging - Goal 9 Our community is inclusive and connected

¢ Housing, places and spaces - Goal 12 Our community has access to spaces that enable
healthy and active living and allow for a broad range of creative, sporting and recreational
opportunities to be enjoyed

Definitions (as applied for this Policy)

Facilities: Council owned infrastructure on Council managed land. This may include but is not
limited to buildings, gardens, pools, pavilions and sporting infrastructure such as grandstands.

Geographical features: Physical characteristics of the Earth’s surface that include but is not limited
to a lagoon, headland or point, scenic view lookout, escarpment, mountain, reef, creek or
waterway.

Memorial location: Council approved location of remembrance on Council land at which
memorialisation can be signified through various forms including, but not limited to a tree, seat,
commemorative plaque or monument.

Memorial tree: A tree planted on a memorial location (as defined in this Policy) approved by
Council as a memorial tree.

Memorial seat: A seat (or asset of this type) installed on a memorial location (as defined in this
Policy) and approved by Council as a memorial seat.

Naming location: Council approved location on Council land at which a naming designation can be
applied to a reserve, geographical feature, facility and road.

Naming designation: The formal designation of a naming location (as defined in this Policy) with a
name approved by Council and where required also approved by the GNB.
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Naming: Refers to Council’s processes for naming of reserves, geographical features, facilities and

N

Reserves: Refers to Council’s parks, road verges and other open spaces that are reserved for

public use and managed by Council and that are defined as a reserve by the GNB.

Responsible Officer

Executive Manager, Parks & Open Space.

Review Date

August 2029

Revision History

Policy # Date Detail TRIM #
NB-P-38 18/03/2025 Governance Review of draft 2025/144518
NB-P-38 May 2025 Revised draft for Council consideration following public 2025/464419
exhibition
NB-P-38 19 August Adopted by Council 2025/549545
2025 This Policy supersedes the following policies:
e Naming our Reserves, Facilities and Roads Policy (2019)
e Plaques in Parks and Reserves Policy (No 157)
e Reserves - Outdoor Furniture - Dedication Policy (R50)
e Memorials, Plagues and Naming of Assets Policy (PL 360)
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