
NORTHERN BEACHES ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
In progress and completed actions update 
as at 30 June 2025 

The Northern Beaches Economic Development Strategy ‘Business on the Beaches’, outlines the key economic challenges and 
opportunities that we need to both address and embrace to provide a positive direction for the future. It sets out the critical issues and 
how we as Council can support businesses and jobs. It builds on what we’ve heard from surveys of businesses and residents, and 
several comprehensive studies of the LGA’s economy. 
 
Vision - The Northern Beaches is a more diverse, innovative, vibrant and green economy. 
 
Key achievements that have been delivered by key stakeholders including council and community are outlined below. 

    

 

Action 1 Protect and revitalise employment lands 
through the Brookvale Structure Plan, 
Mona Vale Place Plan and Northern 
Beaches Hospital Precinct Structure Plan  

- Brookvale Structure Plan adopted by Council November 2023. 
- Technical studies to implement the Brookvale Structure Plan completed July 2025. 
- Traffic modelling currently being undertaken to test various development scenarios in 

Brookvale. 
- Rezoning of Frenchs Forest Phase One and the new planning controls were finalised on 

1 June 2022. Development applications are now being lodged with Council for the 
Phase One periphery areas. 

 Action 2 Create the conditions to support 
innovation in the manufacturing and 
logistics sectors by managing demand 
from non-industrial uses and enhancing 
the capacity of industrial zoned land. 

 

- Council completed a review of Employment Zones. 
- Council reviewed structure plans and industrial floorspace. 
- In April 2023, Council expanded permitted uses in industrial zones to support jobs and 

industry. 
- No further zoning changes are planned in the 2024 Planning Proposal for the new 

Northern Beaches Local Environmental Plan. 
- Council proposes increasing building heights in industrial zones (e.g. Brookvale from 

11m to 18m). 
- Council has recently advocated for protecting industrial and business park land from 

incompatible uses. 
- Planning for Brookvale is ongoing, with controls to support industrial and night-time 

economy uses. 

 Action 4 Implement the Northern Beaches 
Affordable Housing Scheme and continue 
to advocate to NSW Government to 
increase affordable housing stock. 

- Council is completing a feasibility study by July 2025 to explore options for higher 
affordable housing contributions for areas subject to the Government’s low and midrise 
housing reforms. 

- Council is advocating to the NSW Government for housing reforms that benefit the 
community. 

- In early 2024, Council recommended linking development growth to affordable housing 
contributions. 

- In September 2024, Council called for a minimum affordable housing contribution from 
all developments benefiting from State planning changes. 

  

Diverse Economy 



 Action 6 Enable the Northern Beaches to become 
an inclusive economy by sharing of 
inclusive employment and business 
practices  

- Sponsor the Business Awards for ‘Disability Inclusion’. 

Action 8 Support business recovery and resilience 
by promoting services and programs to 
help businesses prepare, adapt and 
thrive.  

 

- Tradies workshop series. 
- Behind our businesses content series. 
- Let’s chat business library pop ups. 
- Business concierge service. 
- Sharing of external agency programs such as Service NSW and Realise Business . 

Action 10 
Action 25 

Support people interested in starting a 
home-based business with clear 
guidelines and support programs.  

 

- Business concierge service. 
- Library 1:1 pop ups. 
- How to navigate planning processes and streamlined DA process for small business. 
- Avalon, Manly and Northern Beaches LGA Welcome kits. 
- Provide resourcing for Service NSW business concierge. 
- Realise Business capacity building resources. 
- Hospitality business events late 2025. 

 

Action 9 Establish a Northern Beaches Business 
and Industry Stakeholder Committee 
including key local businesses.  

- Appointed. 

 Action 11 Continue to promote and expand our 
Business Support Service and explore 
opportunities to further streamline 
approval processes. 
 

- How to navigate planning processes and streamlined DA process for small business. 
- Business concierge. 
- Let’s chat business Library Pop up business support service. 
- Avalon, Manly and Northern Beaches LGA Welcome kits. 
- Promote Service NSW business support. 
- Monthly eNewsletter. 
- Provide resourcing for Service NSW business concierge. 
- Realise Business capacity building resources. 

 Action 15 Grow and enhance the Northern Beaches 
Culture Map Live to showcase and 
connect the community with creative and 
cultural industries. 

- 2.0 culture map now live, driving arts and culture businesses on the beaches through 
the Live and Local music network. 

 Action 16 Establish Brookvale as a home for 
innovative and creative businesses with 
quality professional spaces, including co-
working and innovation hubs.  

- Brookvale Structure Plan adopted. 
- Feasibility studies underway. 

Innovative Economy 



 Action 17 Maintain and enhance quality public area 
that promote the LGA’s cultural identity 
and provide inspiring spaces for 
innovation and creativity. 

- Council’s public art program. 

 

Action 13 Explore opportunities for more people to 
work from home to improve work/life 
balance, reduce travel demand and 
support local retailers.  

- How to navigate planning processes and streamlined DA process for small business. 
- Spend local campaign to encourage local spend and recruitment. 

Action 18 Implement Place Plans to revitalise town 
centres and villages and to make them 
more pedestrian friendly, fill vacant shops 
and embed creativity in the built 
environment.  

- Avalon and Manly Place Plans adopted. 
- Mona Vale Place Plan on hold due to state government housing reforms and public 

release of details. 

Action 19 Continue to review policies and processes 
to encourage alfresco dining, live music 
and events in town centres.  

- NSW Government vibrancy reforms were passed by NSW Parliament in October 2024. 

Action 22 Encourage an array of community and 
Council run events through grant 
programs and the creation of multi-
purpose venues.  

- Annual grants programs. 
- Annual Activations and events program. 
- Council produced events Jazz, SunRun, Rise. 
- Sponsorships: SLS NSW, Night at the Barricks. 
- NSW Gov Plug n Play grant awarded. 

Action 24 Promote cultural and artistic tourism 
opportunities to diversify visitor 
experiences.  

- My Manly campaign 
- Hellomanly.com.au 
- @hellomanlyofficial 
- Work with DNSW on promoting the Beaches across tourism channels. 

Action 25 Create Welcome Kits for new businesses 
and landlords encouraging a vibrant 
business mix in key centres  

- Avalon, Manly and Northern Beaches LGA Welcome kits developed. 

 

Action 26 Understand the contribution of existing 
green jobs and businesses and 
investigate potential opportunities in 
emerging green industries.  

- Green Economy study commissioned to commence July 2025. 

Action 27 Explore circular economy business models 
including repair, re-use and recycling 
businesses, and support for new circular 
economy businesses.  

- Circular Economy Waste Strategy adopted. 
- Programming for circular business opportunities being scoped. 
- Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) program. 
- Green Economy study to commence July 2025. 

Vibrant Economy 

Green Economy 



 Action 28 Expand the Sustainability Business 
Network by showcasing local 
sustainability champions and encouraging 
new businesses to join.  

- Circular Economy Waste Strategy adopted. 
- Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) program. 
- Sponsors annual Business Awards for ‘Sustainability’. 
- Behind our business content series. 

 Action 29 Continue programs to help businesses 
make meaningful progress towards net 
zero emissions and become more circular 
in their operations.  

- Circular Economy Waste Strategy adopted. 
- Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) program. 

 Action 31 Continue to support EV infrastructure and 
active travel opportunities across the LGA. 

- MOVE strategy 
- 12 EV stations have been installed – see map 

 

https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/electric-vehicle-charging-locations/electric-vehicle-charging-stations-map

