Northern Beaches Live Music

Census Snapshot
2024

northern
beaches
council




What is a live music census?

A live music census is a study that collects

information about live music venues,

performances, and the socio-economic

impact of the live music industry.

Summary

The Northern Beaches Live Music Census
(Census) was undertaken as part of
the Live Music Office Live and Local
program in August and September 2024.

The Census data shows that the
Northern Beaches has a vibrant live
music ecology and an abundance
of ancillary live music venues.

The Northern Beaches is home to at least
100 live music venues, however, there
are no venues with a primary purpose to
present of live music. There is a diverse
mix of ancillary venue types presenting
live music regularly including registered
clubs, hotels, small bars, restaurants,
public domain, and producers.

During the Census period, most of the live
music activity occurred in the strategic
centres of Manly and Brookvale. Dee
Why, Mona Vale, Avalon, Newport,
Collaroy, and Narrabeen were identified
as secondary hubs for live music.

Despite a strong base of Australasian
Performing Right Association

Limited and Australasian Mechanical
Copyright Owners Society (APRA
AMCOS) registered songwriters in the
Northern Beaches, original live music
performances remain scarce. This limits
opportunities for audience development
for original Australian music and
increases demand for cover music.
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The number of touring performers from
intrastate, interstate, and overseas is low,
with the potential for more diverse touring
acts on the Beaches that could also
showcase local talent as support acts.

A high number of venues and performers
had limited marketing for their live

music events. With no centralised

local database currently being used

to list and promote live music events

on the Northern Beaches, there

is an opportunity for the sector to
collaborate to promote live music.

The Census data identified a lack of
primary live music venues and large multi
purpose venues on the Northern Beaches
that can accommodate major and
large-scale events. This type of venue is
critical for attracting high-quality touring
performances, providing a platform for
the development of emerging and local
talent, developing audiences for live
music, and providing local employment
opportunities for technical and production
crew and ancillary businesses.

There are low levels of genre diversity
and original music being performed
live, despite high levels of APRA
AMCOS songwriters’ membership,
suggesting that original music is being
written but not performed locally.
Limited opportunities for new music
presentation and audience development,
and demand for cover music, are likely
factors contributing to low levels of
original music being performed.

Most performers identified as originating
from Greater Sydney, presenting an
opportunity to program and promote
more local and touring acts.
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Methodology

The methodology for the Census included
desktop research, phone calls, and venue
visits. The desktop research included a
review of available programs, gig guides
and social media. The data was gathered by
Northern Beaches Council and the Live and
Local program policy consultant during the
period of 1 August until 30 September 2024.

Northern Beaches Council’s Culture Map
Live database and the NSW Government
Liquor and Gaming'’s registry of licensed
venues in the Northern Beaches LGA,
were referenced in identifying live music
venues to audit for the Census.
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The data includes an audit of:

e 190 venues including live music
venues, Council owned spaces,
churches, and public stages

e 144 venues across website and
Instagram accounts (excluding
Council owned venues)

e 6gigguides

e Council programs including the
Manly Jazz, public domain events,
Glen St Theatre, seniors’ events,
community centres, libraries, Manly
Art Gallery & Museum and Northern
Beaches Creative Spaces

e 243 musicians across various marketing
channels including websites, Instagram,
Spotify, Apple music, YouTube and events

e 17 site visits

e 20 phone calls
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Definitions 7
The following definitions are used in this report:

Events An event is defined as any day containing Large Multipurpose Venue Defined in the NSW Government's State of the Scene

live music programming at a venue. Report where venues meet most of the criteria:

«  Multipurpose venues that present live

Acts An Act is defined as an individual performance music as part of a broader offering.

(band, musician, or DJ). Where a venue has a . . .
« May include sports stadiums, convention centres,

rogram of multiple performances in a single day, . S
prog plep 9 Y large performing arts centres, or cultural institutions.

it is scored as one event with multiple acts.
« Includes Stadiums, Cultural Institutions,

Venues A venue is defined as any business producing major performing arts spaces.

live music events, activities, or classes.
Part 3A The venue is listed as an approved ‘Live Music Venue' to

benefit from reduced licensing fees and extra trading hours

Primary Venue (Primary): Live music is the primary purpose of the venue.

on the NSW Government’s Liquor and Gaming registry.

Ancillary Venue (Ancillary): Live music is a supporting purpose of the venue. NSW Government's Liquor The venue meets the eligibility requirements as a
and Gaming Live Music ‘Live Music Venue' to receive Liquor and Gaming'’s
Dedicated Live Music Venue Defined in the NSW Government's State of the Scene Venue Eligibility (L&G): reduced licensing fees and extra trading hours:
Report where venues meet most of the criteria: o They hold an average of 2 live music

« May be alicensed or unlicensed venue. performances per week.

o Has aroom or space dedicated to live music «  They have aroom or space dedicated to live

performances that is a significant part of the music performances that is a significant part

venue and contains appropriate infrastructure
to support the regular performances (e.g.
separate auditorium, lighting, sound desk).

e Has formal arrangements in place establishing
payment for artist performance.

of the venue and contains the infrastructure
to support the regular performances.

e A'live music performance’ is an event where
one or more persons are engaged to play or
perform live or pre-recorded music in person.

« Hasongoing and regular performance

Melbourne Live Music The venue produces live music once a week as defined

programming, identifying live music as a ] o ] ) )
Venue (MLMV) in Music Victoria’s Melbourne Live Music Census 2022.

defining feature of the business.

o Live musicis the key function of the business.

Live Music Venue Defined in the NSW Government'’s State of the Scene
Report where venues meet most of the criteria:

« May be alicensed, unlicensed, or nightclub style venue.

e Typically has a room or space dedicated to live music
performances and contains appropriate infrastructure
to support the regular performances (Infrastructure
e.g. separate auditorium, lighting, sound desk).

e Has formal arrangements in place establishing
payment for artist performance.

« Has ongoing and regular performance programming.

e Includes nightclubs with D) performances.
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Census findings

August 2024 September 2024

Total of Events 584 567
Total of Acts 657 658
Total of Venues 83 101
Dedicated Live Music Venues 21 22
Live Music Venues 62 79
Primary 0 0
Ancillary 83 101
Part 3A 7 7
L&G 24 24
MLMV 61 63
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Northern Beaches Live Music Census Data
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The most common Ancillary live music venue
types on the Northern Beaches were:

e Registered Club
e Hotel

e Small Bar

e Producer

e Restaurant

e Church

e Council Venue
e Public Domain
e Cafe

There was minimal live music activity
recorded, based on publicly available
data at the following venue types:

¢ Retail

e Theatres

e Artist Run Initiative (ARI)

e Markets

e Aged Care

e Surf Life Saving Club (SLSC)

e School/ University
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Northern Beaches Live Music Venues by Suburb
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Northern Beaches Live Music Venues — September 2024
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The top suburbs containing APRA
AMCOS members were:

2099 (Cromer, Dee Why,
Narraweena, North Curl Curl) with
201 writers and 1 publisher

2100 (Allambie Heights, Beacon Hill,
Brookvale, North Manly, Oxford Falls)
with 133 writers and 1 publisher

2101 (Elanora Heights, Ingleside,
Narrabeen, North Narrabeen) with
125 writers and 3 publishers

2107 (Avalon Beach, Bilgola Beach,
Bilgola Plateau, Clareville) with
124 writers and 1 publisher

2103 (Mona Vale) with 124
writers and 1 publisher

2102 (Warriewood) with 113 writers

There are 1652 writers, and 16
publishers registered with APRA AMCOS
living in the Northern Beaches.
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APRA AMCOS Membership
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During the Census period based on a
review of various marketing channels, 243
musicians, bands, and DJs were reviewed
through various marketing channels.

The top music genres performed were:
e Jazz

e  Multi Genre (Multi), this includes mostly
cover musicians and bands that play
a variety of pop, classics, and rock

e Rock
e Pop
e Electronic Dance Music (EDM)

e Traditional Music, Folk, and World
Note: Jazz genre high due to Manly
Jazz Festival programming

There were 109 additional artists identified
in the Census, but their information was
unavailable online to determine their genre.

Cover Music versus Original Music:

e 65 musicians, bands and DJs
played original music (27%)

e 103 musicians, bands and DJs
played cover music (42%)

e 75 musicians, bands and DJs played
both original and cover music (31%)
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Music by genre

60

Blues Classical Electronic Jazz Multi Pop R&B/Hip Rock Traditional
and Roots Dance Hop/Soul Music, Folk
Music and World

Cover Music vs Original Music

42% Slice

Cover Music

27%

Original Music
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Bands, Solo, Duo, DJs:

e 136 Bands *3 or more members* (56%)
e 61 Solo (25%)

e 19 Duo (8%)

e 27DJs (11%)
Note: High quantity of cover bands
(60/136, 44% of Bands) and cover
solo musicians (22/61, 36% of Solo)

Origin of performer:

e 206/243 musicians’ bands and
DJs listed their origin publicly

e 38 performers were local to
the Northern Beaches

e 124 performers were from Sydney
(Sydney and Western Sydney,
excluding Northern Beaches).

e 9 performers were touring from
Australian east coast cities (Byron Bay,
Shellharbour, Newcastle, Wollongong)

e 3 performers were touring from
overseas (United States of America,
Argentina, and Canada)

e 14 performers were touring from
interstate (Adelaide, Brisbane,
Melbourne, and Perth)

e 15 performers identified as a non-
specific Australian location.
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Marketing data

Venues were rated on a scale from 1 to 4, with 4 being the highest
score, based on the number of marketing channels (Website, Instagram,
Facebook, and Facebook events) used to promote live music.

Marketing Channels August Venues September Venues
0 0 0
1 27 41
2 14 13
3 19 21
4 23 26
Comparative data
Available Live and Local program census data available is presented below:
September 2024 September 2019
Live Music Census Data Northern Beaches LGA Inner West LGA
Events 0 0
Acts 27 41
Venues 14 13
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Strategic context

The Arts & Creativity Strategy: Connected
Through Creativity 2029, sets out
Council’'s commitment to supporting

and growing a vibrant creative culture,
authentic to the Northern Beaches.

The Strategy presents 3 key outcomes
supported by 9 strategies to cultivate
creativity, identify opportunities for
arts and cultural expression, and
connect our diverse communities.

Outcome 1 - Inspiring Places & Spaces

e Infuse public places with creativity

e Make room for creative expression

e Celebrate cultural heritage

Outcome 2 - Innovative & Creative Industries
e Enable creative sector vitality

e Collaborate to innovate

e  Grow thriving arts hubs

Outcome 3 - Engaged Community

e Share local stories

e Listen to and support
Aboriginal communities

e Make creativity inclusive

The Strategy contains several actions
to support the development of the
local live music sector including:

e 1.1.10Increase understanding of the
night-time economy and the role of arts
and creativity to grow place vibrancy.
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1.1.12 Review land-use planning
processes, policies, and development
controls to encourage markets,

live music, and other cultural
activities in our public spaces.

1.2.10 Foster a diverse live music culture
on the Northern Beaches, including
small and large-scale events, through

a review of planning controls.

2.1.5 Build a deeper understanding
of the creative sector through cultural
mapping and needs analysis.

2.1.7 Develop a marketing strategy for
cultural tourism and explore the options
for local arts and culture initiatives.

2.1.8 Review and expand the Creative
Toolkit series to address specific
needs in the music community.

2.2.8 Investigate opportunities for
collaborative projects and shared
use of government-owned properties
such as schools and hospitals.

3.3.7 Create opportunities for young
people to gain easy access to music-
making and design programs.

How the Census data will be used
The Census provides Council with an
evidence base to inform future planning,

decision-making, and program development.

By deepening understanding of the unique
strengths and challenges of the live

music sector on the Northern Beaches,
Council can work collaboratively with local
stakeholders to identify opportunities

to build capacity and sustainability.
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