
Manly Dam Project 
Children’s Exhibition Trail  
(for ages 7 - 12)

In this exhibition, you will see the work of eight artists who explore ideas 
around the natural world, science and engineering. They were inspired 
by the Manly Dam area on the Northern Beaches. 

Below the dam wall is the Water Research Laboratory run by 
the University of NSW where engineers work on coastal water 
management and wetland restoration projects around the world. Some 
of the artists have also been inspired by their work.

Walk through the five exhibition rooms, and 
while you look at each of the artworks, think 
about the questions in this booklet and create 
your responses. There are no wrong answers 
and no limits to your imagination! Enjoy.
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Nigel Helyer 

Room 1 (black gallery)

This artwork is about the movement of sand along our beaches. The power of the 
currents and waves are constantly moving sand around. 

Close your eyes and let your hand and the pencil draw the sounds and vibrations you 
can hear on the paper below. Then, open your eyes and see if a pattern has emerged.
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Artists sometimes use words in their artworks to help us understand the ideas they are 
exploring. Write down some of the words you can find written on the artworks.

Draw some of the shapes you can see in this artwork.

Cathe Stack

Room 2 (window gallery 1)
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This artwork is about an amazing creature called the Climbing Galaxia, an ancient fish 
which lives in Manly Dam.  It has strong fins which means it can climb heights up to 10 
metres.

By looking at this work, can you imagine and draw this fish on the paper below? 

Sue Pedley
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Shoufay Derz

In these photographs, the artist is imagining people as eels. Write what you think an eel 
would do or think about in its daily like in Manly Dam.

Room 4 (middle gallery)
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This artist has made a time-lapse film of a wetland (over 6 hours from day to night) 
which has been brought back to health by the engineers from the Water Research 
Laboratory. It used to be polluted and ‘as acidic as a lemon’ but now it has clean water, 
living trees and birdlife. Can you notice a kangaroo going for a swim? (you’ll have to 
watch closely)

Imagine you are a bird visiting this wetland and create a drawing below.

Nicole Welch

Room 4 (middle gallery)
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Blak Douglas

Find the large painting called Dam Nation. Before the dam wall was built to trap and 
store fresh water, Curl Curl Creek ran through the bushland. 

Write a short poem about how you feel when you are out in the bush.

Room 5 (largest gallery)
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How many lily pads can you see in the longest blue artwork?

What other natural forms can you see in these prints? eg. trees.

Melissa Smith
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David Middlebrook

Look at the square ink drawings of Manly Dam on the back wall of the largest gallery. 
Think of one of your special places and use your imagination to draw a picture of it using 
short lines, dashes and dots, like this. . _ _ . . . _ _ _ . . . . . _ _ . . . _ _ _ _ . . . 
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